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New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8 
NYSUT Regional Office 

7 Ellinwood Court 
New Hartford, New York 13413 

Steering Committee Minutes 
Election District 51 / AFT #9508 

Meeting Date: January 14, 2025   Time: 10:08 am 

 “When you think there is no hope left, 

think of the lobsters in the tank of the 

Titanic’s restaurant.” 

                                                  

 

Attendance: X = in Attendance 
 

Steering Committee 
Officers 

Representing School District 

  Steering Committee 
Member 

Representing School 
District 

  Steering Committee 
Member 

Representing School 
District 

 

Corn, Jan – President 
Remsen 

x Balutis, Mary 
Theresa 
Utica 

x Dunn, Linda 
Stockbridge 

exc 

LaFave, Howard – Vice 
Pres. 
Adirondack 

 Blackburn, Carol 
Phoenix 

ex
c 

Fiacco, Jim 
Oneida 

x 

Carey, Wanona -Treasurer x Byrne, Mary ex Hauprich, Stephen x 
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Rome Rome c VVS 
Foote, Kathy – Co-Sec. 
Clinton 

 Cartwright-Cox, Keri 
Oneida 

x Hill, Darlene 
Whitesboro 

x 

Moran, Kathy – Co-Sec. 
Clinton 

x Chomin, Helen 
Whitesboro 

x Johnson, Claudette 
Holland Patent 

x 

Furgal, Janet - 
Newsletter 
OHM BOCES 

x Cohen, Al 
Utica 

x McQueen, Sarah 
Oriskany 

x 

Gehrig, Carole – RAC 
Whitesboro 

ex
c 

Corbett, Peg 
Rome 

x Sanford-Ferrick, 
Barbara 
Oriskany 

x 

Drake, Ken - Website  
VVS 

x Cortright, Ylva 
Sauquoit 

x Woodarek, Barbara 
Canastota 

exc 

Voutsinas, Anne Marie 
NYSUT Consultant 

x DeSantis, Lorna 
Adirondack 

ex
c 

Zaleski, Carol 
Holland Patent 

exc 

To Be Determined 
Vote Cope 

     

 
 

     

   
 

   

 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 

 
I.  Meeting Called to Order: 

• 10:08 am by President Jan Corn  
• Notetakers, Kathy Moran 

 
II. Attendance: (pass the attendance list) 

 
III. Secretary’s Report:  Kathy Moran (previous month’s Secretary) 

• Corrections / Additions / Deletions:  
Corrections to committee members,  

• Brunch: Keri, Sarah, Jim, Carol Z. 
• Leg. Issues: Howard, Carol 
• Labor Council: Nona, Jan 
• ARA: Carol, Peg, Jan 
• Membership: Nona, Jan, Helen 
• ED delegates:  Howard, Jan, Carol, alternate?  (Delegate report should say: See President’s 

Report) 
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• ED issues: Doreen, Jan, Carol   
• Election:  seeking volunteers 
• PR: Jan 
• PAC:  Carol, Howard, Jan, Ken 
• Soc Justice:  Carol, Ken 
• Sunshine:  Mary Theresa Balutis (Thank you Janet for all your sunshine wishes over the years!) 
• MC: Jan, Howard 
• Health Ins: Mary, Barb, Sarah, Jim, Donna Gremms, Jeanne (not on the attendance list),  
• Soc. Events:  Jim, Lorna, Carol Z., Sarah 

 
o Motion to accept the minutes by: Claudette~ motion to accept December minutes 

with corrections 
o Seconded by: Sarah McQueen 
o Motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey 
• Checking Account Balance:  $      262.74 
• Savings Account Balance:  $ 16,852.74 

Other Treasury Information: 
• All	checks	for	2024	have	been	deposited.	
• Dividends	from	accounts	have	been	very	good.	
• IRS	mileage	rate	has	increased	to	$0.70,	RC8	voucher	has	been	updated	
• Labor	Religion	Coalition	has	asked	for	donation,	will	send	$100	as	in	the	past	
• **September	opt-in	for	mailing	may	cause	negative	impact	on	finances	if	folks	are	

not	getting	newsletter	to	be	reminded	of	dues	and	luncheons	
 
 

V.  President’s Report: - Jan Corn 
 
OBITUARIES: 
-Joseph	Bierworth,	teacher,	Clinton	
-John	Distante,	teacher,	Utica	
-Amy	Kieser,	TA,	Utica	
-Jean	Misiaszek,	teacher,	Utica		
-Rose	Anna	Marie	Tanner,	TA,	Adirondack		
-Estella	Mea	Rapke,	nurse,	Rome	
-John	M.	Herbst,	Supt.	of	Grounds,	Rome	
-Frank	P.	Peraino,	counselor,	Remsen	
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-Robert	Joseph,	teacher,	Whitesboro		
-Mitchell	Thomas,	bus	driver,	Holland	Patent		
-Helen	Beer,	Secretary,	Westmoreland		
-Robert	A.	Williams,	custodian,	Holland	Patent		
-Nancy	Bender,	Utica,	RC	8	Steering	Committee	

 *MEETINGS	ATTENDED:	
-OC	Presidents:	1/9/25,	5	people	in	attendance,	no	spring	president's	conference	(the	
presidents	want	to	put	it	on	themselves),	new	Utica	LRS:	Gioni	Notaro,	RC	8	report,	
three	District	reports:	Clinton,	Remsen,	Rome:	all	gradually	working	on	APPR,	no	big	
problems,	Clinton	&	Remsen	starting	negotiations.	
	
*ARA:		1/10/25,	speaker:	Ursula	Rozum	from	Citizen	Action	talked	about	their	priorities	
&	how	to	achieve	common	goals.	Attendees	shared	holiday	stories.	More	info	shared	
under	committees.	
	
*UPCOMING	DATES:	
-ED	51:	3/18	&	19/25,	Utica	
-RA:		5/2	&	3/25,	Rochester		
	
*	CORRESPONDENCE:		
-	Email:	from	Nancy	Bender~	appreciation	for	cards	and	notes	

 
 
       VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas 

• ~RSC: December 12: if you are working in a school, keep certification up to date, 
must be done   every 5 years.  Check TEACH account 

• ~Training for Mandated Reporters~ will be presented by ELT and Child and Family 
Services 

• ~Ron~ “a little concerned” about election results, payroll deduction for unions may 
become an issue 

• ~Health Insurance Task Force: Mary is a member, waiting to see detailed report 
• ~Retiree Recognition Day: retirees should be recognized by actives 
• ~Fix 6 ~ still on the forefront 
• ~Newsletters~ concerns about “opt-in” for paper copy will cause a drop in 

participation, NYSUT is aware of potential problems  
• ~Annemarie should have names of local presidents 
• ~Legacy Fund~ Nancy Bender? Florence Wood? 

 
VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig 
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• No Report 
 

VIII. Newsletter: - Janet Furgal 
• Has been approved, going smoothly 
• Deadline for the next newsletter is: March 1 

 

Old Business: 
• Grant has been approved, delivered Jan. 14! 
• Sending RC8 newsletter to active OC presidents, will check with Chris if it is allowed 

 
Committee Reports: 
 A.  Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim Sarah 

• Spring Luncheon: Location: Club Monarch, Yorkville 
Date: May 15     Time: Brunch       Cost/ Person: $ 29. 
Amount Paid by RC8: _________________ Checks to Regional Council 8  Due: ________ 
Grant Guests: First Luncheon Attended as a Retiree is free (One and Done!) 
 

B.  Brunch / Luncheon Speaker: - Jan, Carole 
• Speaker:  Chief Rick O’Mara    Topic: Child Advocacy Center 
• Charity: Jan will check on donations (cash or supplies) 
• Charity Basket Made Up By: _________________________________________________ 

 
      C.  Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole 

• Governor signed Extreme Temperature Bill 
• Meals for Everyone 

 
D.  Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona 

• Nona applied to be a Trustee 
• Audit coming up 
• Next meeting~ January 23 

 
E.  CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan 

• See President’s Report 
 

F.  Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen 
• No Report 

 
G.  ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole 
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• No Report 
 
      H.  Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole 

•  $10 million to develop comprehensive learning program focused on reading and literacy, 
“Science of Reading” 

 
I.  Election Committee: - TBA 

• Volunteers needed 
 

J.  Social Action Committee: - Jan, Howard, Carole, Ken 
• “Get on that!” 

 
K.  Political Action (PAC): - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Stephen, Barb W. 

• Ken~ Get behind democracy movement, Interfaith Coalition~ “Common good in pursuit of 
the good in common.” 

 
 

M.  Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Mary Theresa 
• Cards to Carole G., Barbara W., Nancy B’s daughter~ Carla 
• Celebration of Life for Nancy B.~ Saturday, 1/18, 2:00 Unitarian Church 

 
N.  Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan 

• Will be announced at luncheon 
 

     O.  Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Linda, Jim, Donna Grems 
• Confusion about consortium dates for meeting, Sarah will try to contact for future dates 

 
      P.  Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah 

• April 24, 9:00:  Mansion House, Oneida 
Lunch following at Sweet Basil Diner 
Ken will post on website 

• Corning Glass ~ September 2025 
Tours by Design, well check for dates and $ 

• Oneida Nation Cultural Center~ Spring 2026 
•  

Discussion Topic(s): 
• Ken Drake made a motion to purchase a brick for Nancy at the Labor Park in Illion 

2nd by Mary Theresa 
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Passed unanimously 
 

New Business: 
• Claudette has been in contact with Rob Wood and has received all the VOTECOPE 

information that she was looking for. 
 

Questions and Comments: 
• Not today! 

 
 
Local Reports: (see separate sheet) 
 
Adjournment: 

o Meeting was adjourned at: 12:15 
o Next meeting: February 11 

 
 

School District Local Reports / Shared Information: 
Adirondack  
OHM BOCES  
Canastota  
Clinton  
Holland Patent  
New Hartford  
Oneida  
Oriskany  
Remsen  
Rome  
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Sauquoit Valley  
Stockbridge Valley  
Utica  
VVS  
Waterville  
Whitesboro  
Others:  

Camden  
New York Mills  

 


