New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8

NYSUT Regional Office
7 Ellinwood Court
New Hartford, New York 13413
Steering Committee Minutes
Election District 51 / AFT #9508

Meeting Date: March 11,2025 Time: 10:08 am

*xPop

Attendance: X = in Attendance

Steering Committee Steering Committee Steering Committee
Officers Member Member
Representing School District Representing School District Representing School District
Corn, Jan - President E Balutis, Marytheresa X Dunn, Linda e
Remsen ’C‘ Utica Stockbridge ’C‘
LaFave, Howard - Vice Pres. | x Blackburn, Carol X Fiacco, Jim X
Adirondack Phoenix Oneida
Carey, Wanona -Treasurer X Byrne, Mary X Hauprich, Stephen
Rome Rome VVS
Foote, Kathy - Co-Sec. X Cartwright-Cox, Keri e Hill, Darlene
Clinton Oneida ’C‘ Whitesboro
Moran, Kathy — Co-Sec. X Chomin, Helen X Johnson, Claudette X
Clinton Whitesboro Holland Patent
Furgal, Janet - Newsletter X Cohen, Al X McQueen, Sarah e
OHM BOCES Utica Oriskany ’C‘
Gehrig, Carole - RAC X Corbett, Peg X Sanford-Ferrick, Barbara X
Whitesboro Rome Oriskany
Drake, Ken - Website X Cortright, Ylva X Woodarek, Barbara e
VVS Sauquoit Canastota ’C‘
Voutsinas, Anne Marie X DeSantis, Lorna X Zaleski, Carol
NYSUT Consultant Adirondack Holland Patent
To Be Determined
Vote Cope




l. Meeting Called to Order:
* 10:08 am by Wanona Carey.
Notetakers, Kathy Foote and Kathy Moran

Il. Attendance: See attached

lIl. Secretary’s Report: Kathy Foote
* Corrections / Additions / Deletions:
* From Carol Blackburn: add to November obituaries: Glenn Schmidtmann, Phoenix,
secretary
o Motion to accept the minutes by: Marytheresa
o Seconded by: Carol
o Motion passed unanimously.

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey
* Checking Account Balance: $ 474.34
* Savings Account Balance: $19,817.95
* Other Treasury Information:
* Locals have been sending money in
* New Hartford sent checks for last year and this year, but their numbers have gone down
* Nona will send out reminders with envelopes

V. President’s Report: - Jan Corn, presented by Nona

Correspondence:

* Thank you'’s for donations from: Labor Religion Coalition
. Erin’s Angels

. Sleep In Heavenly Peace

* We should keep these organizations in mind for future donations

Obituaries:

-Jennifer Torres, lunch monitor, Utica
-Lenore Lia, Secretary, Utica



-Jean Rauscher, teacher, Sauquoit Valley
-Wayne Premo, bus driver, Holland Patent
-Marie Luce, lunch monitor, Utica

-Linda Porcelli, teacher, Utica

-Chardel Houck, Sauquoit

-Joan Pellerito, Whitesboro

-Robert Friers, Waterville

-Robert Murphy, Rome

-Alice Fiore, teacher, Rome

-Jean Marsden, bus driver, Holland Parent

Other Items to President’s Report:

*OCP, 3/6/25, Nona attended and will report.

Not many presidents in attendance

Discussion ~ teachers not getting tenure

Utica continues to have issues~ staff retention, different insurance plans, shortage of

teachers, problems sending money in to Retirement system, losing many teachers the end
of the school year

*ARA, 2/14/25 meeting cancelled due to weather, next meeting 3/14/25, Speaker: Dr. Eric
Kingston on Trump's job and program cuts

*Committee of 100, 3/3&4/25, Carole and Mary attended and will report.

From Mary:

On March 4, NYSUT sent representatives to lobby your legislators concerning issues that matter to
teachers. Carole Gehrig and Mary Byrne representing RC8 joined 8 other representatives from our
area to meet with Senator Joe Griffo, and Assembly Members Marianne Buttenschon and Brian
Miller, They were gracious and generally supportive of our issues. Here are our asks:

1.

2.

RIS

A 56.87% increase in Foundation Aid to include special provisions for ELL, Universal Pre K
and using graduation rates (not 3-8 testing) to measure successful schools

Reforming BOCES Special Services funding to meet today's Career and Technical Ed
(CTE) needs

Increase funding to expand the Community Schools model

Support for Distraction Free Schools (cell phone restrictions)

Funds to fight child poverty through universal school meals at no expense to any family.

A statewide tax credit of $1000 to offset the expenses educators spend to address student
needs.

7. A 7.8% COLA increase to improve staffing and services at special schools (like NYSSD)
8.
9.
1

Support for Teacher Centers
Support for the Many Threads, One Fabric training series to overcome implicit bias

0. Support for the Carbon Free and Healthy School Bond Act ($2B) to upgrade HVAC, roofs

and electrical infrastructure in schools

11. A new Deal for Higher Ed to include $4.5B additional investment in public colleges and

universities and teaching hospitals.



12. Reinstatement of Income-Related Monthly Adjustment Amount which reimburses retirees
for their Medicare Part B Premiums. This is part of the RTA contract.

13. Share Our Wealth which asks for a 0.5% increase in income taxation for earners between
$5-25M to generate $2B in revenue to the state annually.

Not every legislator supported every ask, but each of them listened respectfully and showed genuine
interest in our issues.

* -UPCOMING DATES:

 *ED 51, 3/18&19/25, Utica

* *Adirondack Pre-Retirement Workshop, 4/29/25, Boonville

e *RA, 5/2&3/25, Rochester

VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas
* Tier 6 Rallies~ snowed out
* RC 8 Newsletter questions from last meeting (QR code, etc)
* March 4~ NYSUT office~ retiree workshop
* BOCES~Mexico, need to include SRPs for retirement workshops

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig
* Zoom meeting, next week
* Have not received additional info on Fix Six

VIil. Newsletter: - Jan Furgal
* Awaiting approval for March/April newsletter (Albany is busy)
* Deadline for the next newsletter is: May 1

Old Business:
- Jan received approval from NYSUT to send RC8 newsletter to OC Presidents
« Newsletters should not be put on social media
- Discussion re:mailing hardcopy of newsletters, how to request ~ see page 22 of current
NYSUT magazine
« Good feedback from Oswego County presidents
- Tabled donation to California Fires since NYSUT disaster relief is not making a donation




Committee Reports:

A. Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim, Sarah, Howard, Carol Z.

Next Spring Luncheon: Location: Club Monarch, Yorkville

Date: May 15, 2025 Time: Brunch ~ Cost/ Person: $29.00

Checks to Retiree Council 8

Grant Guests: First Luncheon Attended as a Retiree is free (One and Done!)
15 Reservations so far

B. Brunch / Luncheon Speaker: - Jan

Speaker: Chief Rick O'Mara  Topic: Child Advocacy Center
Charity:_Child Advocacy Center
Charity Basket Made Up By: _NA

C. Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole

Be sure to check out the MAC
Contact Hakeem Jeffries: (202) 225-5936

Contact Schumer: (315) 423-5471
Vote NO on the budget

Rally on Burrstone & Champlin~ MV Indivisible

Mail postcards to President with messages of what needs to be done! Thanks for the
postcards Jim!

D. Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona

Guest Speakers: None

New Delegate: Suzanne Barnes NYSNA, Diana Toher CSEA #822, Grace NYSUT sworn
into membership.

New officers for the Council were sworn into office.

Minutes-Approved

Financial Report- Expenses explained, The Investment Account was analyzed, and it was
decided to stay with the current plan and distribution.

Financial report approved.

President’s Report: no report

Committee Reports

COPE- Congressman Mannion reached out and will be sending a staff member to the
March meeting. will encourage him to come once a quarter.

Field Mobilization/Community Services




-Enesa has been working weekly with the United Way group on ride share and resource
development.

-United Way Honoree Breakfast on 5/6/25 will commend the Rome DPW. Council we
sponsor $250

-3/15/25 St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Bring banners and march in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
-4/28/25 Worker Memorial Day. Looking into an event in early May.

-5/10/25 Letter Carriers Food Drive

Political Action

-Democrats looking for people to run in elections. A union member volunteered for County
Legislator.

Labor Council will be looking into helping when the 21 st Congressional special election
happens.

New Business- none

Good and Welfare

-Brian Hluska of NYSCOPBA spoke at length about the issues facing wildcat striking Prison
Guards.

Bail Reform, HALT Act, 24 Hour shifts, Security of Vendor package program, Staff levels,
legal mail,

Protective Custody, etc. Assaults of other inmates up 130% and on staff up 80% since
HALT. Local

Legislators support the workers but Gov. silent. National Guard cannot permanently replace
them.

The Council approved sending coffee and donuts to the folks at the burn barrels.

-NYSNA reports some movement in its 11th session with hospital administration. “Speak
Out” delayed.

Staffing language and 200+ vacancies are issues.

-Upstate Care Partners (Upstate Cerebral Palsy) being organized by Ada Martinez of
NYSUT. Issues

of Special Ed., low wages, etc.

-Get Well card to be sent to Rusty Brown of Remmington Arms.

Next Meeting 3/27/25 April meeting will be rescheduled prior to Spring Break.

. CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan

Meeting: March 14
Speaker: Eric Kingston~ Social Security, Medicare



F. Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen
* No Report

G. ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole
«  Committee of 100
Joe Griffo~ very congenial, all for foundation aid
Marianne B.~ noncommittal, questioning $ spent to get phones out of classrooms
Brian Miller~ pro-teacher
All concerned about foundation aid~ wait for federal budget
Carol Blackburn~ Auburn Rep~ not in favor of anything
Will Barkley~ ask for additional $
Chris Ryan ~ supporter of NYSUT
Need to get Stefanik’s district!!!

H. Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole
No Report

|. Election Committee: - TBA
No Report

J. Social Action Committee: - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Stephen, Barbara W.
* Quote from John Adams
* Ken looking for Civics teachers (apolitical, articulate, principled)
 Citizenship Education before Civic Education
* March 18, Mohawk Valley Mutual Aid
* April zoom meeting~ Resisting Fascism

K. Political Action (PAC): - Jan, Carole, Ken
Postcards
Phone calls!

L. Social Action: - Carole, Howard, Jan, Ken
No report

M. Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Marytheresa
Cards to Jan and Florence
Florence Wood, Acacia Village, 2160 Bleeker Street, Utica, NY 13501




N. Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan
* Announced at Spring Brunch

O. Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Jim, Donna Grems
Sarah had resigned from the Insurance committee

Info has been given to Utica, presented to President

Concerns re: HighMark BC/BS reporting losses

RFK/layoffs discussion

P. Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah
Luncheon
Visit Oneida Mansion
June~ walk the canal
9/29 Bus Trip to Corning

Discussion Topic(s):
Holland Patent bus accident
New Business:
* covered

Questions and Comments:
* Not today

Local Reports: (see separate sheet)

Adjournment:
o Motion to adjourn was made by: Ken Drake
o Seconded by: Jim Fiacco
o Motion passed unanimously.
o Meeting was adjourned at: 11:59

mﬁ

Next Meeting: April 8



School District

Local Reports / Shared Information:

Adirondack

4/29 Pre-Retirement Conference

OHM BOCES

Canastota

Clinton

Holland Patent

New Hartford

Oneida

Oriskany

Remsen

Rome

Sauquoit Valley

Stockbridge Valley

Utica

18 teachers submitted for grants, $1500. was awarded. Retirees donated

$50. to various charities supported by the schools.

WS

(from Peg) Jack Paas is the Valedictorian at VVS

Waterville

Whitesboro

Others:

Camden

New York Mills




