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New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8 
NYSUT Regional Office 

7 Ellinwood Court 
New Hartford, New York 13413 

Steering Committee Minutes 
Election District 51 / AFT #9508 

Meeting Date:  April 8, 2025  Time:  10:03 
Japanese Legend~ If you get on the wrong train, get off at the first stop….” 

 

 
 

Attendance: X = in Attendance 
 

Steering Committee 
Officers 

Representing School District 

  Steering Committee 
Member 

Representing School District 

  Steering Committee 
Member 

Representing School District 

 

Corn, Jan – President 
Remsen 

x Balutis, Marytheresa 
Utica 

x Dunn, Linda 
Stockbridge 

 

LaFave, Howard – Vice Pres. 
Adirondack 

x Blackburn, Carol 
Phoenix 

x Fiacco, Jim 
Oneida 

x 

Carey, Wanona -Treasurer 
Rome 

x Byrne, Mary 
Rome 

x Hauprich, Stephen 
VVS 

E
x
c
. 

Foote, Kathy – Co-Sec. 
Clinton 

E
x
c
. 

Cartwright-Cox, Keri 
Oneida 

x Hill, Darlene 
Whitesboro 

x 

Moran, Kathy – Co-Sec. 
Clinton 

x Chomin, Helen 
Whitesboro 

x Johnson, Claudette 
Holland Patent 

x 

Furgal, Janet - Newsletter 
OHM BOCES 

x Cohen, Al 
Utica 

x McQueen, Sarah 
Oriskany 

E
x
c
. 

Gehrig, Carole – RAC 
Whitesboro 

x Corbett, Peg 
Rome 

x Sanford-Ferrick, Barbara 
Oriskany 

x 

Drake, Ken - Website  
VVS 

x Cortright, Ylva 
Sauquoit 

 Woodarek, Barbara 
Canastota   

E
x
c
. 
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Voutsinas, Anne Marie 
NYSUT Consultant 

x DeSantis, Lorna 
Adirondack 

x Zaleski, Carol 
Holland Patent 

x 

To Be Determined 
Vote Cope 

     

 
 

     

   
 

   

 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 

 
I.  Meeting Called to Order: 

• 10:03 am by President Jan Corn  
• Notetakers: Kathy Moran 

 
II. Attendance: See attached 

 
III. Secretary’s Report: Kathy Moran (previous month’s Secretary) 

• Corrections / Additions / Deletions:  None 
 

o Motion to accept the minutes by: Claudette 
o Seconded by: Carol G. 
o Motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey 
• Checking Account Balance:  $     137.59 
• Savings Account Balance:  $23,199.97 
• Other Treasury Information: 
Participation fees coming in! 
Sauquoit, Waterville, Rome still not in 
New Hartford sent 2 checks one for last year and one for now  
CD from Americu is up April 16, after checking rates at RTCU, First Source, Bank of Utica~ 
Americu has best rate for us 
Motion to continue CD for 6 months@ 4.25% at Americu made by Keri 

                                                      Seconded: Marytheresa 
              Passed: unanimously  

• Financially RC8 is doing ok. 
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V.  President’s Report: - Jan Corn 
“Thank you for the continuing to persevere during absence, the cards, and good wishes!” 

            
* CORRESPONDENCE: none 
 
*OBITS:  
-Patricia Otis, teacher, Rome 
-Anita Hutton, teacher, Adirondack  
-Charles Douglas Canada, Jr, Transportation Supt, MO BOCES 
-Ralph Polito, teacher, New Hartford  
-Margaret Reale, food service, Utica  
-Craig Fehlhaber, Admin, Utica 
-Penny Davies, Library Media Specialist, Utica 
-Gary Acey, Technology, Utica 
-Sharon McGuire, teacher, Utica 
-Phyllis Gigliotti, bus driver, Utica 
-Matthew Soboloski, teacher, Utica 
 
 
*MEETINGS ATTENDED: 
-OCP, 4/3/25, I didn't attend, no report , no May meeting  
-ARA, 3/14/25, Speaker: Eric Kingston (SU), I zoomed, Carole and Carol attended and will report. 
Next meeting, 4/11/25, Speakers: Kadee jah Ahmad on Micron (fair economy) and Beats Karpinska-
Prehn on Medicare vs.  Medicare Advantage & Medicare scams 
 
*UPCOMING DATES: 
-RC 8 Luncheon, 4/15/25, Club Monarch  
-Adirondack Pre-Retirement Workshop, 4/29/25, Boonville  
-RA, 5/1-3/25, Rochester, Jan Carole, Carol 
-RC 7 & 8 Conference, 9/25/25, Syracuse 
 

 
       VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas 

• NYSUT is requesting names for retirees from locals, will be sending pins and certificates.  
Check with your local to see if they have done this 

• Retirement Recognition Day, October, for inservice folks to recognize retirees 

• Newsletter training coming up 

• Tier 6 not priority when not an election year 

• Tell NYSUT if you want print copy of newsletter, use QR code or call 
• 999 list~ folks not connected to a chapter (some have passed, some listed more that once, 

some in other locals).  Review names and check with your local. 
 
 

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig 
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• Combined Communication and Resolution committees 
• Tier 6~ how are we explaining that pressure is more productive during an election year 
• In person meeting in June 

 
• VIII. Newsletter: - Jan Furgal 
• May/June obits are needed soon 
• Deadline for the next newsletter is: May 1, 2025 

 
Old Business: 

• Barb Dewey (office) out with hip replacement, send cards! 
PO Box 315 
Remsen, NY 13438 

 
Committee Reports: 
 A.  Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim, Sarah, Howard, Carol Z. 

• Spring Luncheon: Location: Club Monarch 
Date: May 15  
Time: 11:30  
Cost/ Person: $29.00 
Checks to Retiree Council 8                Due: May 1 
Grant Guests: First Luncheon Attended as a Retiree is free (One and Done!) 
 

B.  Brunch / Luncheon Speaker: - Jan 
• Speaker:  Chief Rick O’Mara    Topic: Child Advocacy Center 
• Charity: Child Advocacy Center, cannot accept $ but items for children can be donated or $ 

will be used to shop for items 
 
      C.  Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole 

• “Hands Off Rally” reports ~ lots of participants and support 
• April 19, rally at Fort Stanwix, noon, 250 Years of Revolution 
• Check newsletter of Indivisible Mohawk Valley 
• Continue to contact legislators 
• Mary brought “make your own” lawn signs~ Hands off SS, How’s it Working for you? 
• What happened with our post cards?  No press coverage 

 
D.  Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona 
2/27/25 
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Guest Speakers: None 
New Delegate: Anthony M. sworn into the Council 
Minutes: Approved 
Financial Report- Expenses explained and financial report approved. 
President’s Report: Helped NYSNA in Oneida on the picket line. News just broke of Stefanik 
remaining in the 21 st Congressional district. There are only 3 Mediators nationwide since FMCS 
has been gutted. 
Committee Reports 
COPE- Will target local races and interview in July for endorsements. Primary 6/26/25. Blake G. 
indicated he will run against Stefanik in 2026. 
Field Mobilization/Community Services 
-Enesa attended State Fed annual meeting on 3/11/25 in Albany. The focus is on the election and 
what 
could have been done better. Ex. walks, phone banks etc. They are willing to train volunteers and 
come here to train. Ready to defend 3, 4, 18, 19, 22 and pick up 17. 
-United Way Honoree Breakfast on 5/6/25 will commend the Rome DPW. Council we sponsor 
$250. 
They are looking for more sponsorships. A table of 10 is $400. 
-4/28/25 Worker Memorial Day. Looking into an event in early May. 
-4/18-19 Clean up the Canal looking for volunteers. 
Political Action 
-See above for AFL-CIO State Fed. 
New Business- none 
Good and Welfare 
-NYSNA reported reaching a fair contract with Wynne Hospital. Staffing language, improved wages 
and Health insurance costs have improved with this first contract. 
-Utica schools have a MOA for CTE teachers with hope of finding them. Difficult to find and retain 
teachers and even custodians and aides. The latter is due to low wages and the high cost of health 
insurance. 
-John Lipe from Congressman Mannion’s office spoke briefly. Hoping to move into an office at the 
State Office Building on the same floor as Griffo and Buttenschon. He is on 2 House Committees, 
Agriculture and Education. He has sponsored his first Bill in Congress to protect IDEA. 
 
E.  CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan 

• Covered 
 

F.  Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen 
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• No Report 
 

G.  ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole 
• RA coming up 

 
H.  Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole 

• No Report 
 

I.  Election Committee: - TBA 
•    No Report 

 
J.  Social/Political Action Committee: - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Stephen, Barbara W. 

• CommonGroundoverChaos.com 
• Faithful Wednesday Witness 
• “It’s time for moral courage.” 
• Continue to make calls, 1 issue per call 
• Get on Legislators FB pages 

• MAC 

 
 

K.   Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Marytheresa 
• Will send card to Barb 

 
N.  Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan 

• All set 
 

     O.  Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Jim, Donna Grems 
• 2 consortium meetings~ Verona mtg. rate change over 5 years~ 23% 
•                                         NH mtg. rate change over 5 years~ 50% increase 
• Difference partly due to covid bonus given back reinvest to earn $ or given to districts to 

spend 
• Herkimer in negotiations to pick consortium~ can pick from any across NY 
• LRSs should attend consortium meetings 

 
P.  Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah 

• 23 signed up for Mansion House~ 9:00 tour, lunch at Sweet Basil’s 11:30 
 
Discussion Topic(s): 
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• Covered above 
 

New Business: 
• Covered above 

 
Questions and Comments: 

• Covered above 
 

 
 
Local Reports: (see separate sheet) 
 
Adjournment: 

o Motion to adjourn was made by: Jim Fiacco 
o Seconded by: Marytheresa  Passed: unanimously. 
o Meeting was adjourned at: 12:03 
o Next meeting: May 13, 2025 

 
 

School District Local Reports / Shared Information: 
Adirondack  
OHM BOCES  
Canastota  
Clinton  
Holland Patent  
New Hartford  
Oneida  
Oriskany  
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Remsen  
Rome  
Sauquoit Valley  
Stockbridge Valley  
Utica  
VVS  
Waterville  
Whitesboro  
Others:  

Camden  
New York Mills  

 


