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New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8 
NYSUT Regional Office 

7 Ellinwood Court 
New Hartford, New York 13413 

Steering Committee Minutes 
Election District 51 / AFT #9508 

Meeting Date: May 13, 2025               Time: 10:06 am 

 
 

“Every storm runs out of rain.” 

~Maya Angelou 
Attendance: X = in Attendance 

 
Steering Committee 

Officers 
Representing School District 

  Steering Committee 
Member 

Representing School District 

  Steering Committee 
Member 

Representing School District 

 

Corn, Jan – President 
Remsen 

x Balutis, Marytheresa 
Utica 

x Dunn, Linda 
Stockbridge 

E
x
c
. 

LaFave, Howard – Vice Pres. 
Adirondack 

x Blackburn, Carol 
Phoenix 

x Fiacco, Jim 
Oneida 

x 

Carey, Wanona -Treasurer 
Rome 

x Byrne, Mary 
Rome 

x Hauprich, Stephen 
VVS 

 

Foote, Kathy – Co-Sec. 
Clinton 

x Cartwright-Cox, Keri 
Oneida 

x Hill, Darlene 
Whitesboro 

x 

Moran, Kathy – Co-Sec. 
Clinton 

x Chomin, Helen 
Whitesboro 

x Johnson, Claudette 
Holland Patent 

x 

Furgal, Janet - Newsletter 
OHM BOCES 

E
x
c

Cohen, Al 
Utica 

x McQueen, Sarah 
Oriskany 

x 
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. 
Gehrig, Carole – RAC 
Whitesboro 

E
x
c
. 

Corbett, Peg 
Rome 

x Sanford-Ferrick, Barbara 
Oriskany 

x 

Drake, Ken - Website  
VVS 

x Cortright, Ylva 
Sauquoit 

x Woodarek, Barbara 
Canastota 

E
x
c
. 

Voutsinas, Anne Marie 
NYSUT Consultant 

x DeSantis, Lorna 
Adirondack 

x Zaleski, Carol 
Holland Patent 

x 

To Be Determined 
Vote Cope 

     

 
 

     

   
 

   

 
 

       

 
 

I.  Meeting Called to Order: 
• 10:06 am by President Jan Corn  

o Notetakers:  Kathy Foote & Kathy Moran 

II. Attendance: See attached 
 

III. Secretary’s Report: Kathy Moran (previous month’s Secretary) 
• Corrections / Additions / Deletions: 
• Dates and times of luncheon:  May 15, 11:00 ~ registration, 11:30 ~ welcoming remarks, 

12:00 ~ lunch 
o Motion to accept the minutes by: Claudette 
o Seconded by: Marytheresa 
o Motion passed unanimously. 
 

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey 
• Checking Account Balance:  $     382.59 
• Savings Account Balance:  $24,529.87 
• Other Treasury Information: 
Things are stable 
Lots of districts sending in $ 
No contact with Sauquoit Valley, letters sent~no response 
Haven’t paid for RA yet 
Think about end of the year donations for June’s meeting 
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V.  President’s Report: - Jan Corn 
           *CORRESPONDENCE: none  

 
*OBITS:  
-John Albert George, teacher, Rome 
-JoAnn Faye Hoch, Utica 
-Donald Cantwell, teacher, Whitesboro  
-Marilyn Joyce Robertaccio, teacher, Utica 
-Lucy DeMatteo, Secretary, Rome 
-Irwin Brown, Guidance Counselor, Rome  
-Francis DeGrenier, teacher, Cazenovia 
-Janet Mills Knapp, teacher, Cazenovia 
-Toloa Jane Perry, teacher, Cazenovia 
-Susan Moore, teacher, Chittenango 
-Owen Smith, teacher, Chittenango  
-Nancy Eppolito, teacher, Oneida City 
-Victor Yerdon, Phoenix  
- Fredrick S. Hoffman, teacher, MO BOCES  
-Josephine Covey, teacher, Remsen  
-Diane Bakhos, teacher, Utica 
-Joseph Skrakowski, teacher, Utica 
 
 
*MEETINGS ATTENDED: 
-Adirondack Pre-Retirement Workshop, 4/29/25, Boonville, 33 attendees, Lorna, Jan, Juliet 
Benaquisto (TRS) 
-RA, 5/1-3/25, Rochester, couldn't attend per Dr's orders 
-Oneida County Presidents, 5/8/25, didn't attend due to late notice. Next meeting: tba dinner  
-ARA, 5/9/25, Climate Change, Jim Doherty, George Lorifice, Dr. Don Hughes. Next meeting: 6/13/25 
 
*UPCOMING DATES: 
-RC 7&8 Conference, 9/25/25, Syracuse  
 
       VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas 

• 9/25/25: Syracuse Conference 

• Newsletter~ let NYSUT know if you want to receive hard copy of newsletter (QR code, call 
NYSUT, or contact AnneMarie) 

• Snowbirds can contact AnneMarie to start and stop mail delivery for newsletter 

• Checklist of local members~ dead or alive? 
 

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig 
• No Report 
 

      VIII. Newsletter: - Jan Furgal 
• No Report 
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• Next newsletter has been okayed 
 

Old Business: 
• Pension Reform (Mary Byrne did the math) ~ COLA~ based on first $18000~ could be as 

low as $30 a month 

• NY does have excess funds  
• RA~ COLA reform Resolution ~ presented and accepted 

 
Committee Reports: 
 A.  Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim, Sarah, Howard, Carol Z. 

• Spring Luncheon: Location: Club Monarch 
Date: May 15, 2025     Time: 11:00 registration   Cost/ Person: $29.00 
Grant Guests: First Luncheon Attended as a Retiree is free (One and Done!) 
 

• B.  Brunch / Luncheon Speaker: - Jan  
• Speaker:  Chief Rick O’Mara    Topic: Child Advocacy Center 
• Charity: Child Advocacy Center, cannot accept $ but items for children can be donated or $ 

will be used to shop for items 
• Ken Drake suggested Sam Pendergrast as a speaker for a future luncheon 

 
  
      C.  Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole 

• Contact Legislators~ mail, email, call 
• Contact Jim Lason at Jim.Larson@NYSUT.org for information re: Legislative events in your 

area 
 

D.  Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona 
• Worker Memorial Ceremony, May 1, 2025 
• Not many in attendance, conflicted with Oneida County Square rally 
• Workman’s comp board speaker 
• Little Falls, June 5, 5:00:  NY Labor History~ Lockout of 20,000 

 
      E.  CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan 

• Next meeting June 13, on zoom 
 

F.  Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen 
• Everything OK 
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G.  ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole 
• Carole and Carol attended RA 

• Newsletter discussion took up much of the time~ raucous meeting! Not much time left for 
pension and retirement discussion 

• Freedom To Read, 30 Minute Recess, Mental Health Staffing 
 

H.  Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole 
• No Report 
•  

I.  Election Committee: - TBA 
• No Report 

 
J.  Social Action Committee: - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Stephen, Barbara W. 

• No Report 
 

K.  Political Action (PAC): - Jan, Carole, Ken 
• June 14: Rally at Fort Stanwix ~ “No Kings” 

• Take signs with you 
 

L.  Social Action: - Carole, Howard, Jan, Ken 
• No Report 

 
 

M.  Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Marytheresa 
• No Report 

 
N.  Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan 

• All set 
 

     O.  Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Jim, Donna Grems 
• Mary proposed the question, “Should we request an audit?” of the Consortium after $500. 

catered luncheon 
• OHM educational information meetings, open to public, active members should attend 
•  

P.  Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah 
• Mansion House Trip was a success! 
• Canal Walk~ June 19 

• Corning Glass~ September 29~ details in newsletter 

• Potential trips~ Oneida Cultural Center, Peterboro Abolitionist House, Constable Hall 
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Discussion Topic(s): 
• Covered 

 
New Business: 

• Kathy Foote~ Majority Project, order postcards to mail out the first of the month 
• Pot Luck Luncheon~ next meeting, let Jan know what you are bringing 

 
Questions and Comments: 

• Covered 

 
Local Reports: (see separate sheet) 
 
Adjournment: 

o Meeting was adjourned at:  12:00 
 
Next Meeting:  June 10 

 
 

School District Local Reports / Shared Information: 
Adirondack  
OHM BOCES  
Canastota  
Clinton  
Holland Patent  
New Hartford  
Oneida  
Oriskany  
Remsen  

This	Photo	by	Unknown	Author	
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Rome  
Sauquoit Valley  
Stockbridge Valley  
Utica  
VVS  
Waterville  
Whitesboro  
Others:  

Camden  
New York Mills  

 


