New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8

NYSUT Regional Office
7 Ellinwood Court
New Hartford, New York 13413
Steering Committee Minutes
Election District 51 / AFT #9508

Meeting Date: June 10, Time: 10:10 am

Attendance: X = in Attendance

Steering Committee
Officers
Representing School District

Steering Committee
Member
Representing School District

Steering Committee
Member
Representing School District

Corn, Jan - President

Balutis, Marytheresa

Dunn, Linda

Remsen Utica Stockbridge

LaFave, Howard - Vice Pres. | x Blackburn, Carol X Fiacco, Jim X
Adirondack Phoenix Oneida

Carey, Wanona -Treasurer X Byrne, Mary X Hauprich, Stephen

Rome Rome VVS

Foote, Kathy - Co-Sec. X Cartwright-Cox, Keri X Hill, Darlene X
Clinton Oneida Whitesboro

Moran, Kathy — Co-Sec. e Chomin, Helen e Johnson, Claudette X
Clinton ’C‘ Whitesboro ’C‘ Holland Patent

Furgal, Janet - Newsletter e Cohen, Al X McQueen, Sarah X
OHM BOCES ’C‘ Utica Oriskany

Gehrig, Carole - RAC X Corbett, Peg X Sanford-Ferrick, Barbara X
Whitesboro Rome Oriskany

Drake, Ken - Website X Cortright, Ylva X Woodarek, Barbara e
VWS Sauquoit Canastota ’C‘
Voutsinas, Anne Marie e DeSantis, Lorna X Zaleski, Carol

NYSUT Consultant X Adirondack Holland Patent x

To Be Determined
Vote Cope




l. Meeting Called to Order:
* 10:10 am by President Jan Corn

Il. Attendance: See attached.

1. Secretary’s Report: Accepted (previous month’s Secretary)

Accepted 5/13/25 minutes
Motion to accept the minutes by: Marytheresa Balutis
Seconded by: Sarah McQueen

Motion passed unanimously.

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey

* Checking Account Balance: $1020.62

* Savings Account Balance: $23,300.87

* Other Treasury Information:

* RAnexpensive this year

* Spring luncheon very successful. $450.00 in donations helped buy boys shorts, shirts and
various other needed items. Attendees at the lunch also brought in much needed items for
the Child Advocacy Center.

* The only district not paying dues is Sauquoit as it doesn’t have its own chapter. This will
continue to be worked on, and individuals can still belong by contributing $5.00.

* 2025/2026 budget was proposed, and a motion was made by Sarah McQueen and
seconded by Mary Byrne to accept it. Motion to accept the budget was passed
unanimously.

* 1550.00 in the budget to use for local charities was divided up as follows: $500 to Food
Bank, $250 to Connected Community Schools, 250 to Erin’s Angels, $250 to Compassion
Coalition, $200 to Alzheimer's Assoc and $100 to The Center. A motion was made by Mary
Byrne to accept these proposals and seconded by Marytheresa Balutis. It was passed
unanimously.

V. President’s Report: - Jan Corn
Correspondence:
* Lovely note sent in by a member thanking RC 8 for publishing obits from districts of all
employees, not just teachers.
Meetings Attended:




* Oneida County President’s 6/3/25 end of year outing
* ARA: Next mtg 6/13/25
Upcoming Dates:

* RC 7 & 8 Conference 9/25/25 Syracuse.

Obituaries:

Other Items to President’s Report:

* Arline Collier, teacher, Oneida

e -Mary Elizabeth Valentine, teacher, New Hartford
* -Joseph Hebert, transportation, Adirondack

* -Wilbur Black, teacher, Whitesboro

* -Nicoletta M. DiProspero Powel, monitor, Rome
* -Dorothy Rodzinka, teacher, Sauquoit Valley

* -Jane Hiltebrant, teacher, Holland Patent

* -Louis Parrotta, teacher, Utica

* -Anna Tidd, TA, Rome

* -Mary E. Neidl, teacher, Rome

e -Carolyn Jane Buongiorne, teacher, Fulton

* Rosemary Chiffy, Secretary, Utica

* Rosemary Yero, TA, Utica

VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas
» Continuing to work on lists of new retirees and fall conference prep.

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig
* No report
VIil. Newsletter: - Jan Furgal
* The application is in for dates newspaper will be published next year. Total of 5
* In Sept pix and info will be included about the spring luncheon
* The deadline for the next newsletter is the end of August.

Old Business:
* Postcards were available to send to your representatives on the first of July to air concerns
en masse
* Signs were available with stakes to display in your yard. Any ideas for signs email Mary
Byrne at mary.byrne@gmail.com




Committee Reports:
A. Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim, Sarah, Howard, Carol Z.
* Next Fall) Luncheon: Location: Valentino’s
Date: 10/23 Time: registration is at 11 and lunch is at noon Cost/ Person: $28/free for new
retirees

B. Brunch / Luncheon Speaker: - Jan
» Speaker Looking into getting Frank DiBerardino Topic: Mentoring

C. Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole
* Continue to contact legislators and use the MAC app to express concerns.

* June 14t No Kings Rally. Being held in many places including Herkimer, Little Falls,
Hamilton, Utica, Ft Stanwix. Check the Indivisible newsletter for specifics.

* Registration can be done with the app mobilize which makes it easier to see numbers.

D. Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona

* Anyone wanting to attend mtgs should be aware the time has changed from 6:00 to 5:00,
the 4t Thursday of the month.

* Oswego and Onondaga labor councils have joined together with Indivisible.
E. CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan

* No report

F. Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen
* No report

G. ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole
* No report

H. Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole
* 2 court decisions were very important. One thar blocked Oklahoma from funding religious
charter schools and a judge in Massachusetts blocked McMahon from dismantling the Dept
of Ed.

l. Election Committee: - TBA




* Inthe spring (2026) newsletter, anyone running for a position will have to write something
up.

J. Social Action Committee: - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Stephen, Barbara W.
* No report

K. Political Action (PAC): - Jan, Carole, Ken
* NYSUT is asking all Vote/Cope and Pac people to reach out to inform people of the
proposed HR 1 bill and all of the devastating cuts. Some of these cuts include higher ed,
Medicaid, health care coverage, SNAP, cuts to Pell Grants, taxes on college scholarships.
These cuts will affect everyone at some point.

L. Social Action: - Carole, Howard, Jan, Ken
* No report

M. Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Marytheresa
e (Cards will be sent to Anne Marie, Helen, Barb D and Barb W

N. Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan
* This award was given to Carol Zaleski at the spring luncheon. Congratulation Carol.

O. Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Jim, Donna Grems

» Check with your local to see if they have a health insurance committee. If not, they should
be encouraged to.

* OHM directors are asking for this upcoming year to have health consultants do 4-5
instructional mtgs. Teachers should be encouraged to attend and if given during the school
day release time should be looked into

* Need to be vocal and involved in the decisions being made about vaccines.

* The platinum plan is non-negotiable and can be for 6 years, so districts need to be aware to
avoid this plan.

P. Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah
* Canal Walk 6/19t 10:30 to 1:30. Come anytime to walk or just enjoy the company.




Discussion Topic(s):
* No report

New Business:
* [t was decided to get together this summer to discuss ideas for next year’s grant in trying to
get more interest in RC 8. Date and time TBA. Committee people are Jim, Keri, Jan, Mary
B, Carol B, Maryteresa, Carol G, Lorna and Sarah

Questions and Comments:

Local Reports: (see separate sheet)

Adjournment:

o Meeting was adjourned at: 12:08
o Next Mtg 9/9

Local Reports / Shared Information:

Adirondack All retirees being honored 6/13

OHM BOCES

Canastota

Clinton

Holland Patent

New Hartford

Oneida

Oriskany




Remsen

Rome

Sauquoit Valley

Stockbridge Valley

Utica

WS

Waterville

Whitesboro Darlene will attend and speak about RC 8 at the

next union mtg in Whitesboro

Others:

Camden

New York Mills
Phoenix There will be a 2 hr social at the end of the year

and all retirees are invited




