New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8
NYSUT Regional Office
7 Ellinwood Court
New Hartford, New York 13413
Steering Committee Minutes
Election District 51 / AFT #9508
Meeting Date: 11/18/25 Time: 10:08 am.

Attendance: X = in Attendance

Steering Committee Steering Committee Steering Committee
Officers Member Member
Representing School District Representing School District Representing School District
Corn, Jan - President X Balutis, Marytheresa X Dunn, Linda e
Remsen Utica Stockbridge ’é
LaFave, Howard - Vice Pres. | x Blackburn, Carol e Fiacco, Jim X
Adirondack Phoenix ’é Oneida
Carey, Wanona -Treasurer X Byrne, Mary X
Rome Rome
Foote, Kathy - Co-Sec. X Cartwright-Cox, Keri X Hill, Darlene X
Clinton Oneida Whitesboro
Moran, Kathy — Co-Sec. e Chomin, Helen e Johnson, Claudette X
Clinton ’C‘ Whitesboro ’é Holland Patent
Furgal, Janet - Newsletter X Cohen, Al X McQueen, Sarah e
OHM BOCES Utica Oriskany ’é
Gehrig, Carole - RAC X Corbett, Peg X Sanford-Ferrick, Barbara X
Whitesboro Rome Oriskany
Drake, Ken - Website X Cortright, Yiva Woodarek, Barbara
VVS Sauquoit Canastota
Voutsinas, Anne Marie X DeSantis, Lorna X Zaleski, Carol
NYSUT Consultant Adirondack Holland Patent
To Be Determined
Vote Cope




|. Meeting Called to Order:
e 10:08 am by President Jan Corn
e Notetaker: K Foote

Il. Attendance: See attached

Ill. Secretary’s Report:
e Corrections / Additions / Deletions:

o Motion to accept the minutes by: Mary Theresa Bulutis
o Seconded by: Claudette Johnson
o Motion passed unanimously.

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey
e Checking Account Balance: $740.03
e Savings Account Balance: $18,774.14
e Other Treasury Information:
e Fees are continuing to come in.
e The luncheon at Valentino’s was a success. We welcomed 10 new retirees and donated
$722.00 to ICAN.
e We received the NYSUT Grant check and it's been deposited.
e (D is going to stay where it is for now and rates will be continued to be watched.

V. President’s Report: - Jan Corn
Correspondence:

e Thank you note from the CNY Food bank for the $250.00 donation.

Obituaries: -
Tony Ricci, teacher, Holland Patent
Jack Paz, teacher, Rome

-Theodore Camesano, teacher, Whitesboro
-Donna Cliffe, Chittenango

-Samuel Osborne, Cazenovia



-Lawrence Good, teacher, Remsen

-Jean Ottman, teacher, Oneida

-Dolores Ptak, Secretary, Utica

-Lucille Wereszynski, food service, Utica

-Nancy Jennings, teacher, Chittenango

-Flora Tassone, teacher, Altmar-Parish-Williamstown

Other Items to President’s Report:

Meetings Attended:

Clinton Retiree Breakfast 10/20/25 RC 8 and NYSUT reports given. Jan was invited to do
this yearly in Oct.

ARA - 11/14/25 Jan didn't attend. Speaker: Alissa Ellman, 24t Congressional District
candidate (Tenney’s district) Next mtg 12/12/25

Oneida County President’s mtg. 11/6/25. Jan gave RC 8 report. Regional Office report: Tier
6 rally in March, buy Stride raffle tickets. Utica and Rome are having problems. Other
districts are doing ok. Some districts are beginning negotiations. The mtg was better
attended this month. Next mtg: 12/4/25

Upcoming Dates:

Tier 6 rally 3/8/26

Committee of 100, 3/9, 3/10 Albany

ED 51, 3/18, 3/19/26 Utica

RA 5/1, 5/2/26 Albany

VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas

NYSUT made a form that’s available on their website to show locals how retirees can keep
their membership. On the form there is a QR code to connect interested people to a very
helpful booklet on retirement. These forms were given to the local presidents who were at
the leadership conference but please give to any who weren't in attendance. This
information should be available for all in service members.

$30,000 was raised for Breast Cancer awareness at the leadership conference this year.
Pre-retirement workshops are available for all locals.



o Activist Handbook for retirees and Quick Guide for Retirees is available.
e Sign up and register for Fix Tier 6 which is on March 8. Buses will be available.

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig
o Next mtg is 12/2/25.

VIII. Newsletter: - Jan Furgal
e Nov/Dec newsletter done and mailed out. Next issue will cover election information.
e Deadline for the next newsletter is: 1/26.

Old Business:

e Elections are coming up. Howard stepping down and Carol Blackburn is running for vice
president.

e Delegates are staying the same.

¢ A motion was made by Al Cohen and seconded by Janet Furgal to amend Pt 6 Section G -
election #1 of our constitution to include last known addresses, emails and texts. It was
passed unanimously. This will also be in the next newsletter.

o |t was decided to take a small part of the constitution and put it on the monthly agenda to
make it more familiar.

e 5 resolutions were introduced. Resolution #1 was passed by a motion by Carole Gehrig and
2n by Jim Fiacco
Resolution #2 no motion was made as it wasn't supported. Resolution #3 was passed by a
motion made by Marytheresa Balutis and 2" by Keri Cartwright-Cox. Resolution #4 Motion
was made by Carole Gehrig but didn’t pass. Resolution #5 No support.

Committee Reports:
A. Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim, Sarah, Howard, Carol Z.
e Next (Spring) Brunch: Location: TBD
Date: 5/14/26 Cost/ Person: $TBD
Grant Guests: First Luncheon Attended as a Retiree is free (One and Done!)

B. Brunch / Luncheon Speaker: - Jan
e Speaker: TBD Topic: TBD
e Charity: TBD

C. Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole
e Use the MAC and encourage others to do so.




e Stay involved and knowledgeable as things are constantly changing.

D. Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona
e Xmas party at One Genny on 12/17. It starts with cocktails at 5:00 and is $25.00. A guest
would be $50.00.
E. CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan
¢ No one was in attendance.

F. Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen
o No report

G. ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole
¢ No one was notified of the last ED 8 mtg.

H. Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole

e Be aware of Charlie kirk’s group going into high schools. 2 local schools already have. They
are being called Club America.

I. Election Committee: - TBA
e No report

J. Social Action Committee: - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Stephen, Barbara W.
o Places for people to volunteer will be put in our newsletter by Jan.

K. Political Action (PAC): - Jan, Carole, Ken
e No report

L. Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Marytheresa
e Card was sent to Peg, and a card is being sent to Carol Blackburn. Also, a card will be sent
to Arlene Paz, Jack Paz's widow.

M. Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan
e No report

N. Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Jim, Donna Grems
e Platinum Plan being amended for MOH. Next MOH mtg 11/19. Next OHM Boces Mtg 11/20
at 9:30.




0. Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah
o Next trip will be to the Oneida Indian Cultural Center. More info to come.

Discussion Topic(s):
o Talk of doing something for the Oneida teachers but decided it was too costly.

New Business:
o Coffee pot does not work great but going to wait and see.

Questions and Comments:

Local Reports: (see separate sheet)

Adjournment:

O

o Meeting was adjourned at: 12:10. Next mtg 12/9

School District Local Reports / Shared Information:

Adirondack

OHM BOCES

Canastota

Clinton

Holland Patent Giving out 2 $100 scholarships to teachers to
help with upcoming projects. Vote Cope did better

this year than last year.

New Hartford

Oneida

Oriskany




Remsen Breakfast 12/4. Donation/Gift exchange

Rome Justified teacher list. Betty Rosa came to speak

and was well received.

Sauquoit Valley

Stockbridge Valley

Utica

WS

Waterville

Whitesboro

Others:

Camden

New York Mills




