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New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8  

NYSUT Regional Office  

7 Ellinwood Court  

New Hartford, New York 13413 

 Steering Committee Minutes  

Election District 51 / AFT #9508  

Meeting Date: December 9, 2025   Time: 10:07 am  

 
“Prejudices are what fools use for reasons.”  ~Voltaire 

 

Attendance: X = in Attendance  
  

Steering Committee 
Member  

Representing School  
District  

    

  

   

Steering Committee  
Member  

Representing School 

District  

    Steering Committee  
Member  

Representing School 

District  

  

Corn, Jan 

President  
 X     

  

McQueen, Sarah 

Oriskany 
 exc 

LaFave, Howard 

Vice President  
x Blackburn, Carol 

Phoenix 
 X Sandford-Ferrick, Barbara 

Oriskany 
X 

Carey, Wanona  

Treasurer 

 Rome  

X     Byrne, Mary 

Rome 
X      

Foote, Kathy  

Co-Secretary  
Clinton 

exc    

   

   

   

   

  

Cartwright-Cox, Keri 

Oneida 

X   

  

  

  

  

  

Woodarek, Barbara 

Canastota  
  

 

Moran, Kathy  

Co-Secretary  
Clinton 

X  Chomin, Helen 

Whitesboro 

exc Zaleski, Carol  

Holland Patent  
X 

  Furgal, Janet  

Newsletter  
OHM BOCES 

exc Corbett, Peg 

Rome                   
X     

 Gehrig, Carole  

RAC  
Whitesboro             

X DeSantis, Lorna 

Adirondack 

 X    

Drake, Ken   

Website 

 VVS                

exc Hill, Darlene 

Whitesboro 

X  Cohen, Al 

Utica 

  

exc 
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Voutsinas, AnneMarie 

NYSUT Consultant 
 X    

   

 Dunn, Linda 

Stockbridge 
 X   

  

Guests Name and School 

Representation:  
  

   Fiacco, Jim 

Oneida  
X     

 Bulutis, MaryTheresa 

Utica 
X        

     

  

Johnson, Claudette 

Holland Patent  
X   

  

    

  

  

    

 
     

         

  

  

  

I. Meeting Called to Order:  

● 10:07 am by President Jan Corn  ● Notetaker:  Kathy Moran 

  

II. Attendance: Attached  

  

III. Secretary’s Report: ● Corrections / Additions / Deletions:  

● Motion to accept 11/18/25 minutes by: Claudette Johnson 

● Seconded by: MaryTheresa Bulutis 

  

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey  

                              November 2025 

Savings Balance: $18,323.14 

Checking Balance:      949.44 

Total:                    $19,272.58 

 

 

• November checks will be deposited December statement 

• Thanksgiving/Christmas donation: MaryTheresa motioned to donate to Rome and 

Utica Missions. 

• Mary Byrne motioned donation of $250. Each. 

• Barb S-F seconded 

• Passed unanimously 
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V. President’s Report: - Jan Corn  

 
 *CORRESPONDENCE:  
Thank you from House of Good Shepherd 
 
*OBITS:  
-Marlene M. DelPiano, teacher, Rome 
-Brayton J. Bigelow Sr., transportation, Adirondack  
-Thomas Alger, bus driver, Adirondack  
-Robert Miglin, custodian, Holland Patent  
-Christian Misner, teacher, Holland Patent  
-Mary Jane Drake, TA, Stockbridge Valley 
-Carl Sinisgalli, food service, Utica 
-Paula Dapre, food service, Utica 
 
 
*MEETINGS ATTENDED: 
-New Hartford lunch, 11/19/25, Utica College  
-Holland Patent luncheon, 12/4/25, Rome (Beaches) 
-Oneida County Presidents Meeting, 12/5/25, cancelled, next meeting with Herkimer presidents, 
1/8/26 
-ARA, 12/12/25, speaker; Mike McMahon, former dairy farmer, Syracuse Regional Office, next 
meeting: 1/9/26 
 
*UPCOMING DATES: 
-Tier 6 Rally, 3/8/26, Albany 
-Committee of 100, 3/9&10/26, Albany  
-ED 51, 3/18&19/26, Utica 
-RA, 5/1&2/26, Albany  

 

VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas  

• Attended webinar~ Long Term Care, 

Member Benefits  

• Leadership Conference~ process for 

reporting retirees data 

• Pre-retirement Wkshp~ Herkimer Co. 

• Onondoga Co.~ Health Insurance 

issues, seeking legal assistance 

  

 

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig  

Summary Report 

Establish pension equity 

Restore 55/30 yrs 
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VIII. Newsletter: - Janet Furgal  

o Deadline: January 3 

o Newsletter takes 15 days to get printed 

 

Old Business:  

• Al Cohen~ review constitution.  Will revisit this in January 

• Oswego Co. want to sign on Health Insurance Proposal 

• Rome and RC 8 are submitting Proposal 

 

Committee Reports:  

 A.  Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Sarah, Jim, Howard  

● Spring Lunch: Franklin Hotel (canceled Club Monarch) 

Buffet, including pastries for dessert.  Since we won’t be bringing a cake RC8 

will take $1.00 off price of luncheon. (originally $33.) 

                       11:00           $32.00 

                        Lynn Hy from CNY Food Bank 

          Donations will go to CNY Food Bank 

 

• Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole  

• Fix Six~ Rally 

• Mandy~ young candidate, independent contractor running against Griffo 

• Congressional Primary 

 

• Labor Council Representative(s): - Wanona 

• Mike Allen, Renee Bruell~ MVHCare competion with Excellus 

• Gompers dinner, raised $5000. 

• Unions trying to involve young people, women in trades 

• Holiday Party~ 12/17 at One Genny 

• Diaper Drive till Dec. 19 

• Support DiNapoli 
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• CNYARA Representative(s):  Carole, Peg, Jan  

• Friday, 12/12/25, Mtg, Carol & Annemarie attending 

• Alissa Ellman running against Tenny 

 

• Membership Committee: Wanona, Ken, Jan, Helen  

• So far, so good. 

  

• ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole  

• Fix Six 

• Recess time 

• Support Staff 

• Oversight of AI 

  

• Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole, Doreen  

• covered 

 

• Election Committee: - Helen  

• Howard is running for Alternate Delegate 

• Carol Blackburn running for Delegate and VP 

• 100 word statement from candidates  

 

• Public Relations Committee: - Jan  

• No report 

 

J.  Political Action (PAC): - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona, Doreen, Stephen, 

Barbara W., Nancy  

• covered 

 

K.  Social Action: - Carole, Howard, Jan, Ken  

o Jan will add to newsletter 

to list places/organizations 

to volunteer (ie: food 

bank) 

 



6  
  

L. Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - MaryTheresa 

● Carol Blackburn ~Thinking of You 

● Mary Bryne~ Thinking of you 

● Anne Marie Voustinas ~ Get Well 

● Arlene Paz~ Sympathy 

 

M. Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan  

● Spring 

 

N. Health Insurance Committee: 

● Mary attended NH BOCES meeting, didn’t understand adjustments made 

for Platinum Plan 

● Teachers must attend meetings 

● Executive session~ dividends into district general fund, STOP LOSS 

Insurance for high cost cases 

      

O. Social Activity: Lorna, Jim 

● April~ Oneida Cultural Center 

● Jim and Kerri brought cookies 

● January cookies~ Jan 

● Canal Walk ~ June 19 (Juneteenth) 

 

 

New Business:  

● Carole~ on FaceBook~ WokeGinger 

 

Questions and Comments:  

• Carol B. ~ ICE concerns~ what is going on locally? 

 

 Local Reports: (see separate sheet)  

  

Adjournment:. 12:04 

 

Next Meeting:  January 13, 2026   
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    ***December 9, 2025  

 

School District  Local Reports / Shared Information:  

Adirondack    

OHM BOCES    

Canastota  .    

Clinton   

Holland Patent  .Raised $400. For Foothills Community Food Bank 

2 teacher grants 

New Hartford    

Oneida   

Oriskany    

Remsen   Get-together, gift/donation exchange 

Rome   

Sauquoit Valley    

Stockbridge Valley  Holiday dinner, food & supplies for families for the week off.  Donuts 

and coffee for teachers.  

Utica   Worked with East Utica Optimists~ coats for HOGS 

Grants for teachers 

VVS   Luncheon for seniors put on by HS depts. 

Waterville    

Whitesboro    

Others:    
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Camden    

New York Mills    

    

  


