New York State Retired Teachers / Retiree Council 8
NYSUT Regional Office
7 Ellinwood Court
New Hartford, New York 13413
Steering Committee Minutes
Election District 51 / AFT #9508
Meeting Date: June 11, Time: 10:11 am

Attendance: X = in Attendance

Steering Committee Steering Committee Steering Committee
Officers Member Member
Representing School District Representing School District Representing School District
Corn, Jan - President X Balutis, Marytheresa X Dunn, Linda
Remsen Utica Stockbridge
LaFave, Howard - Vice Pres. | x Blackburn, Carol X Fiacco, Jim
Adirondack Phoenix Oneida
Carey, Wanona -Treasurer X Byrne, Mary X
Rome Rome
Foote, Kathy - Co-Sec. X Cartwright-Cox, Keri X Hill, Darlene
Clinton Oneida Whitesboro
Moran, Kathy — Co-Sec. e Chomin, Helen Johnson, Claudette
Clinton ’é Whitesboro Holland Patent
Furgal, Janet - Newsletter e Cohen, Al X McQueen, Sarah
OHM BOCES ’C‘ Utica Oriskany
Gehrig, Carole - RAC X Corbett, Peg X Sanford-Ferrick, Barbara
Whitesboro Rome Oriskany
Drake, Ken - Website Cortright, Yiva Woodarek, Barbara
VVS Sauquoit Canastota
Voutsinas, Anne Marie X DeSantis, Lorna X Zaleski, Carol
NYSUT Consultant Adirondack Holland Patent

To Be Determined
Vote Cope




|. Meeting Called to Order:
e 10:11 am by President Jan Corn
¢ Notetakers, K Foote

Il. Attendance: See attached.

lll. Secretary’s Report:(previous month’s Secretary)

o Motion to accept the minutes by: MaryTheresa Bulutis
o Second by: Claudette Johnson
o Motion passed unanimously.

IV. Treasurer’s Report: - Wanona Carey

e Checking Account Balance: $282.64

e Savings Account Balance: $18609.18

e Other Treasury Information:

e $775.00 total collected for the Food Bank from the spring luncheon $40.00 leftover and will
be sent to Food Bank

e 2026 -27 budget discussed- Very little changes. NYSUT ads will give us $500. Gifts,
donations, stipends all the same. RA more for next year as its in NYC. Still have money
leftover from the grant so not sure can reapply for another.

e Motion was made by Jim Fiacco to pass the 2026-27 budget and seconded by Carol
Zaleski. Motion passed unanimously.

V. President’s Report: - Jan Corn

*Correspondence:
-CNY Food Bank
Thank you from Howard LaFave for the qift certificate and card.

*Meetings Attended:

-NYSUT Leadership Conference, 6/2&3/26, Saratoga Springs, Sessions: Stop the Scam, The Power
of Al and Spotting Misinformation & Disinformation, Seated Chair Yoga, The National Picture,
Building a Connection with Your Members. The next big push is Al and vouchers. Dinner and music
later that night.



-Oneida County Presidents Meeting, 6/3/26, Canal Cruise and dinner at the Waterfront Grill, couldn't
attend

-ARA, 6/12/26, Syracuse RO, Speaker: Tai Shaw, Vietnamese refugee's experiences from a new-
comer to a successful business owner, next meeting: picnic in August

*Upcoming Dates:
-RC 7&8 Conference, 9/30/26, Syracuse

Obituaries:

Harry Lubeck - teacher — Camden
Mary A Galpin — TA - Boces

Loretta Moccaldi - librarian — Utica
Thomas Synakowski — bus driver- Holland Patent
Martin F Siuta — custodian — Utica
Kathleen Howlett, teacher, Rome
Josephine Smith — TA - Oriskany
Delores Clayton — teacher- Utica
Mary Barker — teacher- Utica

Bernice Bass — cafeteria — Utica

Ann Marie Walaszewski — TA — Utica
Michael Cordo — maintenance - Utica

VI. NYSUT Consultant: - Anne Marie Voutsinas
e Mtg with retiree services on 6/11. Conference set for Sept.

VII. Retiree Advisory Council (RAC): - Carole Gehrig

No report

VIII. Newsletter: - Jan Furgal
¢ Next one due beginning of Sept
o Still in need of a person to take over the newsletter.



Old Business:
e Jan sent a gift card to Barb Dewey for Administrative Ass’t Day
e Local presidents gathering poorly attended, Will regroup to talk about promoting this and
using the grant.

Committee Reports:
A. Brunch / Luncheon Committee: - Keri, Jim, Sarah, Howard, Carol Z.
e Next (Fall,) Brunch: Valentino’s
Date: 10/15

B. Brunch/Luncheon Speaker: - Sept
e Speaker: Ann Furner — CPR/AED info

C. Legislative Issues Committee: - Howard, Carole
e Encourage everyone to vote in the upcoming primaries. Early voting is 6/13 and regular
voting day is 6/23.Democratic Committee fundraiser with Tish James 6/16 at Harts Hill.

D. Labor Council Representative(s): - Jan, Wanona
Labor Council 5/28/26

Guest Speakers: Mitch Ford from the Oneida County Democratic Committee spoke to the group to reach out about Labor
concerns. Concerned about the loss of labor support and wants to listen. Members of the Council expressed dismay
that the party has gone far left on issues and lost white males. Too much emphasis on social issues, too. Explained that
Gendebein is facing a primary because he is moderate, while the progressive group in Plattsburg have proposed a more
left candidate. They are also looking for good candidates to run in local elections. Tish James will speak at a Fundraiser
6/16 5-8 pm Harts Hill
New Delegate: none
Minutes-Approved
Financial Report- Expenses explained and financial report approved.
President’s Report:
-35 Federal judges have filed against Trump’s 1776 fund.
-Good candidates in primaries for the NY Assembly who we will support
-Enesa’s United Way award ceremony on 5/6 had 20 union members attend and was very nice
Committee Reports
COPE
- Council members volunteered to screen candidates and were appointed to the Committee
-NY State COPE Convention 8/29/26
Field Mobilization/Community Services
-Worker Memorial Day ceremony was held on a nice day with dinner for 30.
-The state audit was completed and will be meeting with them next week. The Trustees will meet
On 6/22 to do the mid-year audit review.
-Women in Trades event on 5/13 was an informative panel discussion with 60 attending



-Rob Wood was appointed as the 3™ Labor representative on the United Way Board

-The Golf Tournament has been planned and sponsorships are being solicited. $330 hole $4,000
for a group sponsorship

Good and Welfare

-Rome school Budget failed, please encourage voters to pass the revised budget on 6/16

-Utica TA is “done” with this Superintendent with his lack of concern for students

-Verizon is bringing Fios to Rome and Clinton

E. CNYARA Representative(s): - Carole, Peg, Jan
e No report

F. Membership Committee: - Wanona, Jan, Helen
¢ Doing alright.

G. ED Delegates Report: - Howard, Jan, Carole
e No report

H. Educational Issues Committee: - Jan, Carole

e Al and vouchers are the priorities right now. If contract is up be aware of how they’re being
put into the contract.

l. Social Action Committee: - Carole, Ken, Jan, Wanona
e Promote voting and getting involved.

J. Political Action (PAC): - Jan, Carole, Ken
¢ Rally in Whitesboro near the village green at 4-5:30 every Thursday for the month of June
e Every Friday in Marcy there’s a bridge brigade.
e On Saturdays in Rome by the fort from noon to 1:30 there is a rally

K. Social Action: - Carole, Howard, Jan, Ken
e Make calls and vote and encourage others to vote too.

L. Sunshine (Joys & Concerns): - Marytheresa
o No report




M. Mike Corn Award: - Howard, Jan
o No report

N. Health Insurance Committee: - Mary, Sarah, Barb F., Jim, Donna Grems

e Herkimer/Boces having problems getting districts to join. Any change in prices or denials of
past scripts keep track of and consult Mary Byrne.

e Mary suggested a proposal for LRS’s to attend every insurance meeting to be more aware
of health insurance issues. A motion was made by Mary Theresa Bulutis to propose a
resolution to NYSUT to have an LRS attend district insurance meetings. It was seconded by
Lorna DeSantis. Motion passed unanimously.

0. Social Events Committee: - Jim, Lorna, Carol Z, Sarah

e Social activities will be looked into over the summer for the fall. Some ideas mentioned were
chair yoga, safe driving classes.

¢ Ron Patterson will be speaking at Constable Hall on June 7t

e Canal walk coming up. Not a lot of participants yet but hoping for a good turnout.

P. New Business:

Motion made by Carole Gehrig to donate 200.00 and seconded by Mary Byrne to donate $200
to each of the following charities:

Erin’s Angels

Madison County Children’s Camp
Connected Community Schools

| Can

Stage Works

Discussion Topic(s): None

Local Reports: (see separate sheet)

Adjournment:



o Mtg adjourned at 12:10. Next mtg 9/8/26

School District

Local Reports / Shared Information:

Adirondack

OHM BOCES

Canastota

Clinton

Holland Patent

New Hartford

Oneida

Oriskany

Remsen

Rome

Sauquoit Valley

Stockbridge Valley

Utica

Retirees volunteered at Mother Marian’s Kitchen

and are going back again in June.

WS

Waterville

Whitesboro

Others:

Camden




New York Mills




