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Welcome back NYSUT retirees! 
Hope your summer was relaxing,     

fruitful, and fun. 
Over the summer RC 8 was busy. 

We reported back to NYSUT on our 
2025-2026 Continuing Membership 
Grant, sent out 150+ New Retiree      
Informational Packets, and planned for 
the upcoming year. 

We will continue our major goals of 
monitoring and reacting to  political  
issues, giving to our communities, 
fighting for retirees’ rights, and       
planning social events for our members. 
Our Steering Committee has started 
meeting again and looks forward to   
another productive year. You are      
welcome to join us (see page 2 for  
meeting dates). 

After all our hard work advocating 
on behalf of our members and commu-
nities through lobbying, making phone 
calls, and using the MAC online, the 
finalized state budget proved to be very 
supportive of public education, working 
families, and NYSUT members this 
year. 

The victories include: improvements 
in Tier 6; a 3.9% increase is Foundation 
Aid to districts; a Universal Pre-K 40% 
funding increase; continued Teacher 
Center funding of $21.4 million;     
funding for NYSUT's Many Threads, 
One Fabric initiative, which honors the 
diversity of students and communities in 
public schools; a statewide expectation 
for evidenced-based math instruction in 
grades K-5 prioritizing instructional  
approaches grounded in research; a five 
year extension on the electric/zero-
emission school bus implementation, 
adjustments on building aid so that 
school districts have greater flexibility 
to install the most effective renewable 
energy systems; SUNY, CUNY, and 
community college funding increases; 
expanding the SUNY/CUNY Reconnect 
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Program for students in a high demand 
field; funding for key elements of online 
safety protections for students; funding for 
immigration protections for students and 
families; expanded tax credit for child 
care; and a new temporary tax on second 
homes in NYC. Quite a list! All of these 
initiatives are extremely beneficial to   
public education and NYSUT members,     
including retirees! Thank you to our      
advocates and our legislators for the     
positive results. 

Next, I'd like to thank those of you 
who attended our spring luncheon in Rome 
and voted in the RC 8 election. The       
results: President: Jan Corn, VP: Carol 
Blackburn, Co-Secretaries: Kathy Foote 
and Kathy Moran, Treasurer: Wanona  
Carey, Delegates: Jan Corn, Carol Black-
burn, Carole Gehrig, Alternate Delegate: 
Mary Bryne. All three amendments to the 
RC 8 Constitution passed as well. Once 
again, thanks for your support! 

Finally, please remember to vote in the 
fall election. Do your homework on each 
candidate's views, and vote for the ones 
that best represent you. If you can help 
with any of their campaigns, I encourage 
you to do so. 

Early voting is from October 24 to  
November 1, 2026. Election Day is       
November 3. If you are voting by mail, 
send in your request early and return it in a 
timely manner. You can also take it to one 
of the early voting locations. You can find 
these  online. Go to elections.ny.gov. 
Most importantly, VOTE! You make a  
difference. 

Don't forget to check out our fall 
luncheon invite on page 3. It's a great time 
to renew connections with one another, 
listen to an interesting speaker, enjoy a 
delicious lunch, and have a good time! 
Hope to see you there. 

 
In solidarity and gratitude 

Jan 



Page 2 RC 8 Retiree 

 

RC 8 Fall Tour and Lunch at Historic Constable Hall: All are invited!  

Monday, October 19, 2026 10:00 a.m. $22 all-inclusive for tour and lunch  
We will meet at Constable Hall, 5905 John St., Constableville NY, for a tour of the historic Federal style House     
museum, built between 1810 and 1819, the gardens, and the sculpture park, and enjoy a boxed lunch catered by 
Broadway Café, Boonville. 
 
Lunch: (choose one per person) All lunches include a bag of chips, water, and a cookie. 
____Veggie sandwich with hummus on ciabatta 
 
____Chicken salad sandwich with dried cranberries on croissant 
 
____Broadway turkey sandwich, dressed, on ciabatta 
 
____Caesar salad with grilled chicken 
 
You may pay by cash, check (payable to Constable Hall), or credit card. Note: Payment is due that day; if you made a 
reservation and do not come, you will be responsible for payment. 
Carpooling is encouraged. Unfortunately, Constable Hall is three floors and not handicapped accessible. 
 

RSVP by mail to NYSUT, RC 8 Trip, 7 Ellinwood Court, New Hartford, NY 13413 by Thursday, October 15 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Number of People:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone #___________________ ________________________________________________________________ 
 
e-mail address:______________________________________________________________________________ 

News from the Utica Retired Teachers 

The Retired Utica Teachers’ Association (RUTA) has had a busy year in our local community. 
Over the winter members donated coats to the House of the Good Shepherd and donated hats, gloves, and socks to   

every Utica school. RUTA awarded 11 mini-grants to support projects for 21 teachers and awarded a scholarship to a 
graduating Young Scholar student. 

RUTA maintains a close relationship with the Utica Teachers’ Association (UTA), and we participated in several 
joint ventures. We built beds for Sleep in Heavenly Peace (as well as delivered beds). We walked alongside the UTA 
in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade distributing children’s books and candy.  Our members also volunteered at Mother 
Marianne’s Westside Kitchen and Boutique, preparing and serving lunches. We look forward to continuing our      
volunteer work with Mother Marianne’s. 

Though retired, our members continue to give back to their community in many ways! 
 

Submitted by Renee O’Neill, Retired Utica Teachers Assoc. 

4th Annual RC8 Erie Canal Walk and Bike Ride 

 
 
It was a gorgeous but breezy day for the annual RC 8 Erie Canal Walk 
and Bike Ride at Lock 20 in Marcy on June 19. A great time was had by 
all who attended. Hope to see many more of you next year! 
 
 
 
Submitted by Carol Zaleski, Holland Patent Retiree 



Page 3 

Annual Fall Luncheon, Thursday,  October 15, 2026 

7 

2026-2027 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, New Hartford,  
Oneida, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Stockbridge, Utica, VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not 
have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed via retiree dues by your chapter. Rome retirees may add 
the Participation Fee to their RTA local dues.  
ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; 
please fill out the form below. 
 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address:  ____________________________________City/State/Zip_________________________________ 
 
Retiree School District:  _____________________________________Phone________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM, ENCLOSE A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE  
COUNCIL 8,” AND MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC 8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

AGENDA 
 

11:00 a.m. Registration  
11:30   Introductions by Jan Corn 
  RC 8 President 
      
12:00  Lunch 
  1:00 p.m. Speaker:  Ann Furner 
  American Heart Association Educator 
  1:30  Closing 
  

 

RESERVATION FORM 
 

Please send this form and your check, made payable to Retiree Council 8, to the following address:    
Fall Luncheon Committee,  NYSUT, c/o RC 8, 7 Ellinwood Court, New Hartford, NY 13413.  Your check must 
be  received by Tuesday, October 6, 2026.  We’re sorry but late reservations can no longer be accepted. 
 
Name_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
District Retired From __________________________________________Year Retired______________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail___________________________________________________Phone_______________________________ 
 

VALENTINO’S BANQUET HALL 
3899 Oneida Street 

New Hartford 
Cost: $28 

New retirees attend free of charge 
 

Chicken Riggies, Pasta Primavera, Greens Maria 
Omelets, Bacon, Sausage, Roasted Potatoes, 

French Toast, Belgian Waffles, Cake 
Maple Syrup, Cherry Topping, Whipped Cream 

Orange and Cranberry Juice, Coffee, Tea 

Retiree Council 8 meets on the second Tuesday of every month from September to June at 10 
a.m. at the NYSUT Regional Office, Ellinwood Court, New Hartford (across from UPS and near the 
Marquee Cinema). 

All are welcome to attend so please join us on any or all of the following dates:  September 8; 
October 13; November 10; December 8; January 12, 2027; February 9; March 9; April 13; May 11; 
and June 8. 

 

All 
Are 

Welcome 
Here 




