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SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA - NOVEMBER 14: (EUROPE AND
AUSTRALASIA OUT) Japanese artist Yoko Ono at the launch of her

exhibition 'War Is Over! (if you want it)' at the Museum of
Contemporary Art (MCA) on November 14, 2013 in Sydney, Australia.

(Photo by Renee Nowytarger/Newspix/Getty Images) / Newspix via
Getty Images
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Yoko Ono brings a new version of her exhibit to Rauschenberg Gallery

It's one of two Beatles-themed shows opening today.

If You Go

• What: Yoko Ono art exhibit• When: Now
through March 29• Where: Bob
Rauschenberg Gallery at Edison State
College, 8099 College Parkway, Fort
Myers• Admission: Free• Gallery hours:
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday,
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday• Info: 489-9313
or bobrauschenberggallery.com

Yoko Ono knows what you’re probably
thinking.

She knows people still blame her for
breaking up The Beatles. She knows they
have less-than-kind things to say about her

singing.

But you know what? She’s too busy to give it much of her time.

At 80 years old, Ono’s hectic schedule includes making art, making music and opening art
exhibits such as today’s “Imagine Peace” at Bob Rauschenberg Gallery. The south Fort Myers
show continues through March 29.

It’s one of two Beatles-themed exhibits opening today in Lee County. The second features photos
from The Beatles’ triumphant first visit to the United States in 1964 (see sidebar).

Decades after The Beatles fell apart, Ono remains a polarizing figure who generates lots of
venom from people. But Ono refuses to give that negativity any thought.

“If I started dealing with it, it would be so tiring and exhausting,” she says. “I just don’t do it.”

Instead, she focuses on her career and her everyday life.
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“The kind of thing I’m thinking about every day is, ‘Well, I better walk so it’ll be good for my
health,’” she says and laughs. “But also my work. I keep working still.”

Her “Imagine Peace” exhibit features new or reimagined work from the conceptual artist most
famous – or infamous – for her relationship with the late John Lennon of The Beatles.

The News-Press chatted with Ono recently about the exhibit, Lennon and more. Here’s what she
had to say.

How are you, Yoko?

I’m fine. I’m excited about the “Imagine Peace” show! Only about five years ago, nobody wanted
to know about the “Imagine Peace” shows [this is a reimagined, expanded version of a show
that’s been touring for years]. Now, I think, everybody is sort of desperate: “We want peace!”

Are you going to attend the show?

Well, my spirit will be there! I just don’t have the time to do it right now.

Obviously, peace is a big theme for you, and it always has been [Ono and Lennon
promoted peace in 1969 through their famous “Bed-In” war protests and the Lennonsong
“Give Peace a Chance”].

It is a very big thing! That’s all I’m thinking about every day. I think we have to do something
about it, for ourselves and for our children and for our grandchildren. I think this planet is worth
saving, you know?

Do you hope your art helps spread that message?

Well, in a very quiet way, it might be helping. When John and I started doing it – and even before
that, I did it, myself – when those things were going on in the ’60s, people just didn’t want to
know! They were into psychedelic, but they were not into world peace.

There were just four or five nerdy people in the streets passing pamphlets. That was what it was.
But we said, “We’re not going to just pass pamphlets. We have to do it bigger.” And that’s why we
did the Bed-In. And the Bed-In was not necessarily greeted by people, but it was good.

I feel that, these days, there are more activists in the world. I mean, most people are activists
now! Isn’t that amazing? That didn’t happen when John and I were doing it. We just didn’t feel like
there were that many people with us. But now the whole world is activism! It’s great!

Do you think that’s partly because of what you and John did in the late ’60s?

Well, it had a little to do with it, I suppose. I hope. I like to feel that way (laughs)! I’d like to think
that the effort that John and I made was not in vain.
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Speaking of your relationship with John, people still blame it – and you – for breaking up
The Beatles. But Paul McCartney recently said 
he no longer holds a grudge against you and that, in regards to The Beatles, you
“certainly didn’t break the group up.” How do you feel about that?

Well, that was very nice of Paul. You know, the people and their feelings about me being the one
who broke up The Beatles or something – it was not true. But those feelings were so strong that
even Paul, I’m sure, would have felt a little hesitant about coming out and saying, “No, Yoko didn’t
do it!” But I think that now, it was about time for him to say it.

Tell me more about some of the art in the Rauschenberg Gallery show. There are some
interesting pieces, such as the oversized chess board with all-white pieces (“Play It by
Trust”). The white pieces are a metaphor for war, right?

It’s not black and white, having wars, you know. Both sides are exactly the same. So pretty soon,
it starts to sort of become very difficult to define which is yours and which is theirs.

Tell me about “Wish Tree.” In this work, people write their wishes on pieces of paper and
hang them on a tree inside the gallery. And then you gather those wishes and send them
to your Imagine Peace Tower in Iceland (a tower made of a column of light and dedicated
to Lennon).

The wishes that the people make, they collect them. They don’t throw them away. They send
them to Iceland to the Imagine Peace Tower. We put them around the tower. Wishes all together
– it’s very strong.

Through your art, you’re continuing the message of peace that you and John started in the
late ’60s. Do you still think about him a lot?

Definitely! He’s right there with me. He’s always there with me.

Do you ever think, “What would John think about this art project”?

Oh, yeah, yeah! Like this one. I’m saying, “John, how do you like it?” And I know John would love
this. I don’t even have to ask! I just know it.

The Yoko Ono exhibit isn’t the only Beatles-related show opening today. At the Southwest Florida
Museum of History, a new photo exhibit gives fans a behind-the-scenes look at The Beatles’
mania-inducing invasion of the United States in 1964.

The award-winning “The Beatles! Backstage and Beyond” features photos from the first week of
The Beatles’ first North American tour. This year marks the 50th anniversary of that momentous
event.

“When you think about The Beatles, this is the event that you usually think of,” says Victoria Ann
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Rehberg, executive director for show organizers National Exhibitions and Archives LLC. “There’s
a lot that happened in that first week, and that’s really what jump-started their career.”

Photos from late LIFE magazine photographer Bill Eppridge and the CBS Television Photo
Archives document The Beatles’ arrival at JFK Airport on Feb. 7 and the week that followed. The
band’s schedule included a photo shoot at Central Park, rehearsals, screaming fans, their concert
at Carnegie Hall and two appearances on “The Ed Sullivan Show” (including one filmed at
Miami’s Deauville Hotel).

These 84 black-and-white images capture the excitement of Beatlemania in America, Rehberg
says. “There’s a lot of energy. You can just see it.”

Some of the biggest photos stand 3 by 4 feet. “There’s so much detail,” Rehberg says. “They’re
so big, you can see the Band-Aid on Ed Sullivan’s thumb.”

The exhibit continues through April 26. Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday. Admission is $9.50 ($8.50 for seniors, $5 for children and students with current ID).

For more information, call 321-7430 or visit swflmuseumofhistory.com.


