
EPJ Volleyball—All the Way to State!
by Traci Kollbaum, Head Volleyball Coach

When I think of words or 
phrases that describe this 2010 
volleyball season, I would 
say determination, hard work, 
achievements, dedication, 
legacy, and appreciation.

Determination:  With an 
end-of-the-season record of 
32-3 and wins over the three 
teams that they lost to, this 
shows their determination to 
succeed. Northwestern and 
SFC are the only two teams to beat the Huskies this year. This team placed 2nd in the elite Big Sioux 
Conference Tournament along with the 1st place regular season 7-0 record. The Huskies earned the 
title of 8A District and 4A Region champions after one heart stopping, 5-game match with Beresford 
and a sweep of Harrisburg Tigers. With the support of the Huskies huge fan base, they were able to 
advance to the state tournament in Aberdeen. At Aberdeen, the team fell short of what they wanted to 
accomplish. They swept Mobridge-Pollock in the ! rst round and Sisseton in the second round. They 
should be far from disappointed by their 2nd place ! nish at the state tourney, losing to SFC in the state 
championship match. Their determination got them to the state tournament championship game.

Hard Work:   Six girls received All-Conference honors this year; Cassie Hilbrands, Kelly Reed, 
Cayla Hilbrands, and Reanna Bertram made the team. Emily Zeller and Lexie Branson  received 
honorable mention recognition. Cassie Hilbrands, Reanna Bertram, Kelly Reed, and Cayla Hilbrands 
received All-Region honors as well.

Achievements:  The Husky team was led by Kelly Reed who was named 4A Region player of the 
year.  She also was chosen to represent six elite players on the All-State First Team.  With her All-State 
First Team selection, Kelly is up for Miss Volleyball South Dakota. At the state tournament, she was 
selected to the All-Tournament Team.  

Reanna Bertram was also chosen to be on the All-State First Team; with this achievement she is 
also in contention for Miss Volleyball South Dakota. Reanna and Lexie Branson were among 12 players 
to make the All-Tournament Team at the state tournament.

Dedication: The varsity squad was not the only Husky team experiencing success in volleyball 
this year. The JV team ! nished with an 18-1 record, and the C team maintained consistency with a 14-5 
record.  Coaches Kollbaum, Helling, and Kahler could not be happier with an overall team record of 
32-6.

Legacy:  Kelly Reed, Cassie Hilbrands, and Reanna Bertram ! nished their volleyball careers with 
their names in the record books.   Kelly Reed replaced Chrissy Strassburg’s 27 kills in a match with 
a school record of 28 kills against Alcester-Hudson.  She also succeeds Chrissy Strassburg with kills 
in a season. Kelly put down 481 kills; previously Chrissy Strassburg tallied up 400 in 2009. Cassie 
Hilbrands started off the season with a legacy.  She tallied up 31 service points and 12 ace serves 
against Centerville the ! rst game of the season. She replaced Mary Beth Nebelsick’s record of 9 ace 
serves. The last legacy left is Reanna Bertram, who also set two school records. She set 56 assists 
against Alcester-Hudson. Previously, the record was held by Abby Davis with 48.  She racked up 970 
kills for the season; this record was also held by Abby Davis.

Appreciation:  The seven seniors, Kelly Reed, Cassie Hilbrands, Emily Zeller, Kelsey Leif, Cayla 
Hilbrands, Reanna Bertram, and Brittany Paulsen have certainly left their mark on this program. An 
endless thank you goes to these special girls who have left their teammates with an excellent example 
of dedication and work ethic that should carry them into the coming season. This senior class has set a 
new and higher mark of expectation for future players on the EPJ volleyball team.
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Local Scholarship Program Changes . . . by Christine McMeekin-Hemmingstad, School Counselor

Through the generous support of the Elk Point, Jefferson, and surrounding communities, we are able to award EPJ 
graduates about $22,000 in local scholarships each year. In order to update and streamline the process of awarding monies, an 
organizational committee of school and community members has met three times to discuss improvements to the local scholarship 
program. Consider these • gures:

$12,500 – cost of attending a South Dakota State Institution for one year· 
$500-$750 – average annual increase in tuition (in! ation of college costs is 4-6%)*· 
$20,000 – average student loan debt at graduation*· 
*About.com Guide & MSN Money

The organizational committee decided that three changes were in order. The • rst change involves starting a community 
commitment fund. The second change involves consolidating current scholarships and recognizing outstanding students in a • nite 
number of categories. The third change involves organizing a selection committee of school and community members to select the 
winners based on scholarship criteria.

Do you… Do you…

want to help all students who want to further their 
education?

want to recognize an outstanding student?

Donate to the Community Commitment Fund Donate to the EPJ Scholarship Fund

All of the money raised will be divided equally among 
applicants.

All of the money raised will be pooled into $1,000 
awards.

Students must show proof of acceptance at a college, 
university, technical, or trade school.

Recognize outstanding students in areas like community 
service, leadership, need, academics, and sportsmanship.

In January, current local scholarship holders will attend a meeting to discuss these changes. Community members, organizations, 
and businesses can donate to either fund at any time. Send a check made out to “Elk Point-Jefferson School” attention Christine 
McMeekin-Hemmingstad. For more information about these changes, go to www.epj.k12.sd.us, select Guidance Department, and 
click Scholarship Changes.

Importance of School Activities . . . by Brian Shanks, Superintendent

Periodically schools are asked to defend the importance of extra-curricular activities in schools.  
The question of how important they are comes during times of • nancial dif• culties, the type of 
dif• culties we may experience as the new legislature convenes in January.  As I write this letter, 
Governor Rounds has proposed a $240 cut in our per-student allocation, which amounts to 5% 
reduction in funds.  This is signi• cant, and it will mean that we may be forced to make some cuts or 
reduce some programs.  The • rst thing some people look to cut is extra-curricular programs, and I am 
certain that as a district we may be forced to look at some of our programs and determine their value to 
our students.  

There is no doubt that our classroom instruction is our main purpose and that maintaining reasonable class sizes and solid 
programs is our • rst priority.  The goal of this article is perhaps to explain how dif• cult the decision to eliminate or reduce programs 
is because of the fact that extra-curricular activities are so important.  In many ways and for many students, these activities are the 
spice of our academic setting and provide the endeavors that allow our students to become well rounded physically, emotionally, and 
intellectually.

The most important part of extra-curricular activities is that our students become part of something.  It could be a team, a band, 
a play cast, or a vocal group.  They are committed to come to practices and rehearsals where they sharpen their skills and work 
towards an individual or team goal.  They learn to interact and work with other peers in a setting outside the classroom.  They develop 
friendships that will last a lifetime as they experience both the highs and the disappointments of that activity.  They also learn how to 
deal with personal success and disappointments.  

The research shows that kids who participate in activities also do better in the classroom.  For some kids, it is a reason to come to 
school, and for others it provides the structure in their lives that allows them to succeed in the classroom.  Students who are in athletics 
are in better shape physically; thus, they are able to focus and self direct to their academic goals.  In other words, healthy kids do well 
in school.  Some non-athletic activities provide the intellectual stimulus that crosses over into their academic success.

I can’t imagine a school without extra-curricular activities.  Academics are the meat and potatoes of a school, and activities are the 
salt and pepper.  Neither is much good without the other.  
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Library News 
by Deedra Holdhusen, School Librarian

Each year, members of the South Dakota Library Association carefully review and select a number of books to create 
recommended reading lists for students of all ages to highlight current, engaging books for young readers.  The recommended books 
are the nominees for two South Dakota Children’s Book Awards (Prairie Bud for grades K-2 and Prairie Pasque for grades 3-5) and 
two South Dakota Teen Choice Awards (one for middle school and one for high school).  Students are allowed to vote for their favorite 
book, with the award given to the book with the highest number of votes.  Come to the library to ! nd these titles for a guaranteed good 
read"

SD Prairie Bud 2010-2011 (Grades K-2)
A Visitor for Bear by Bonnie Becker
Wolfsnail: A Backyard Predator by Sarah Campbell
Our Children Can Soar by Michelle Cook
Black Book of Colors by Menena Cottin
Papa and Me by Arthur Dorros
Buster Goes to Cowboy Camp by Denise Fleming
A Couple of Boys Have the Best Week Ever by Marla Frazee
There’s Nothing to Do on Mars by Chris Gall
Whistling Wings by Laura Goering
Mail Harry to the Moon by Robie Harris
What to Do About Alice by Barbara Kerley
Albert the Fix-it Man by Janet Lord
Smash! Crash! by Jon Scieszka
One Boy by Laura Vaccaro Seeger
I’m Really Not Tired by Lori Sunshine
I Will Surprise My Friend by Mo Willems 
SD Prairie Pasque 2010-2011 (Grades 3-5) 
There’s a Wolf at the Door by Zoe B. Alley
All Stations! Distress! by Dan Brown
Bodies from the Ice by James M. Deem
A Curious Collection of Cats: Concrete Poems by Betsy Franco
Night of the Spadefoot Toads by Bill Harley
Mysterious Universe by Ellen Jackson
The Last Wild Place by Rosa Jordan
Way Up and Over Everything by Alice McGill
How Oliver Olson Changed the World by Claudia Mills
Boys of Steel: The Creators of Superman by Marc Tyler Nobleman
The Leanin’ Dog by K. A. Nuzum
Keeping Score by Linda Sue Park
When the Wolves Returned by David Rabe
Wanda Gag: The Girl Who Loved to Draw by Deborah Kogan Ray
Farmer George Plants a Nation by Peggy Thomas

SD Young Adult Reading Program (Middle School)
The Adventurous Deeds of Deadwood Jones by Helen Hemphill
The Alchemyst by Michael Scott
Beanball by Gene Fehler
Black Box by Julie Schumacher
Boost by Kathryn Mackel
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson
Defying the Diva by Anne D. Love
Finding Stinko by Michael de Guzman
If the Witness Lied by Caroline Cooney
Juvie Three by Gordon Korman
Paint the Wind by Pam Munoz Ryan
Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow by James Strum
Tunnels by Roderick Gordon
Walking on Glass by Alma Fullerton
Ways to Live Forever by Sally Nicholls
The Winter Road by Terry Hokenson
SD Young Adult Reading Program (High School)
Artichoke’s Heart by Suzanne Supplee
Bonechiller by Graham McNamee
Eon: Dragoneye Reborn by Alison Goodman
Here Lies Arthur by Phillip Reeve
How Not to Be Popular by Jennifer Ziegler
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
If I Stay by Gayle Foreman
The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness
Me, The Missing, and the Dead by Jenny Valentine
Need by Carrie Jones
North of Beautiful by Justina Chen Headley
Perfect Chemistry by Simone Elkeles
Reality Check by Peter Abrahams
Secret Story of Sonia Rodriguez by Alan Lawrence Sitomer
Tweaked by Katherine Holubitsky
Two Parties, One Tux by Steven Goldman
Wintergirls by Laurie Halse Anderson

Husky Angel Tree
by Travis Aslesen, High School Student Council Advisor

For many years, Mrs. Baagoe’s classes have generously given their time and talents to their 
annual holiday gift drive which provides clothes to children. To help with the ever-growing demand, 
the high school student council has continued to help organize the “Husky Angel Tree.” This is the 
third year that the angel tree has provided an opportunity for community members, staff, and students 
to support the work of Mrs. Baagoe and her classes by purchasing a gift for a child. Those who choose 
to take an angel purchase a gift indicated on the angel and drop it off at the high school of! ce. The 
gift is then given to Mrs. Baagoe and her classes for wrapping and delivery. The council’s hope is that 
students and staff will participate in the holiday season by making a child’s Christmas extra special, 
regardless of whether they use the “Husky Angel Tree” or through another medium. The council 
would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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Tristen Gill Wins Local Lions Poster Contest
by Pat Schurdevin, Lions Peace Poster Contest Chair

Tristen Gill, a 7th grader at Elk Point-Jefferson School, 
has won the local peace poster competition sponsored by the 
Elk Point Lions Club. Lions International sponsors the contest 
to emphasize the importance of world peace to young people 
everywhere. Gill’s poster will advance through the district, 
multiple district, and international levels. Posters were judged 
on originality, artistic merit, and portrayal of the contest theme 
“Vision of Peace.”

Locally, Gill and thirty other EPJ students entered the 
contest. Miss Grage, an EPJ art instructor, was very helpful in 
coordinating the peace poster contest for the Lions. Gill will 
receive a $50 savings bond for being the local winner. Tristen 
and the other 30 students will be honored for their participation 
in the contest in December. Tristen is the son of Jodi Gill.

1012 East Coast Meeting Held
by Patty Skinner, Trip Coordinator

Over 75 students, parents, and grandparents attended the 
2012 East Coast Trip meeting on November 23. This was an 
informational meeting with no obligations in attending.

The dates of the next trip are June 7-13, 2012. Participants 
are bussed to Sioux Falls for an overnight stay and for an early 
morning ! ight June 7. The group will ! y to Washington, D.C., 
before traveling to Philadelphia and New York City.

The early meeting is to help families plan and save for the 
trip. If participants signup by February 1, 2011, students and 
adults will save approximately $175.

If students and parents missed the meeting, they can still 
participate. Mrs. Angie Langle and Mrs. Marla Mickelson have 
extra copies of the information distributed that evening. For 
further information, contact Patty Skinner, trip coordinator, at 
356-2674 or patty.skinner@k12.sd.us.

High School Yearbooks for Sale
by Jessica Grage, Yearbook Advisor

Have you pre-ordered your high school yearbook for this 
year? The 2010-11 yearbook is in FULL COLOR"  This year’s 
book features a cover design created by Ashlee Stepp.  Students 
will be using unique quotes on the pages of the book this year. 
The quotes may be statements made by famous athletes, singers, 
coaches, or even students here at EPJ. Pre-ordered books cost 
$30, a $5 savings from the regular price. This year’s yearbook 
will be available around Homecoming 2011. We also still have a 
few books from previous years; please contact me if you have a 
gap in your collection.

News from the School Nurse
by Amy Merkley, EPJ School Nurse

Greetings" My name is Amy Merkley, and I am very happy 
to be the school nurse at Elk Point-Jefferson School. I am 
enjoying getting to know the students and their families, and 
I look forward to being a part of meeting students health care 
needs. My husband Kevin and I moved to Elk Point in 2003 
from Fayetteville, North Carolina. Our children are Samantha, 
Jared, Garrett, and Rachel. I attended a community college in 
North Carolina, where I received an Associate Degree in Applied 
Science in Nursing in 1999. I then completed my Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing at Briar Cliff University in 2006. My nursing 
experience includes six years of acute care in hospital settings 
and four years providing hospice care to people in their homes.  

With winter weather and cold and ! u season upon us, it 
seems appropriate to offer a review of health and safety concerns 
for the season. When the cold temperatures combine with winter 
winds, injury from exposure to the cold can happen much more 
quickly. Please dress children appropriately for the weather, 
including winter coats, hats, scarves, heavy gloves or mittens, 
snow pants, and boots. Even if there is not much snow, consider 
snow pants just for warmth. An extra pair of dry socks is also a 
good idea, as the hall ! oors get wet quickly from snow brought 
in on boots.

When a child is sick, it can be dif# cult to determine whether 
it is a cold virus that has to “run its course” or if there is some 
infectious process going on that would be helped by antibiotics. 
Things we can all do to prevent illness include getting enough 
sleep and eating healthy foods, including fruits and vegetables 
which have vitamins and antioxidants to # ght off sickness. 
Families should also strongly consider getting seasonal in! uenza 
(! u) shots for those over six months of age. When someone in 
the home does become ill, precautions can be taken to minimize 
the spread of sickness by covering coughs and sneezes, washing 
hands often with warm water and soap, and by regularly 
cleaning surfaces with which many people come into contact.  
Medications such as cough medicine and decongestants can also 
be given to relieve symptoms. With these tips in mind, I wish 
you all a happy and healthy holiday season"

Thanksgiving Food Drive
by Travis Aslesen, High School Student Council Advisor

The high school student body and staff recently celebrated 
Thanksgiving by organizing a food drive for the Union County 
Food Pantry. Our food drive was held from Monday, November 
15, through Wednesday, November 24. Students could bring any 
non-perishable food item to their homerooms during the week. 
The homeroom having the greatest weight of donated food per 
person won breakfast pizza and sticky buns, courtesy of the 
student council.  

On Monday, November 29, the student council weighed all 
of the donations during homeroom.  Mrs. Hawley’s homeroom 
earned # rst place honors, followed closely by Mrs. Limoges’ 
homeroom, Mr. Rusche’s homeroom, and Mr. Schmeling’s 
homeroom.  All of the homerooms combined donated 490.7 
pounds of food. The student council would like to thank all of 
the students, staff, and parents for their donations to the food 
drive as well as for celebrating Thanksgiving by giving to others. 
Your effort is greatly appreciated by many.
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Dick Tracy and the 21st  Century . . . by Doug Brusseau, K-5 Principal

In the • fties when I attended elementary school, Sister Maria required that in math we memorize the multiplication tables, read 
about Dick and Jane, memorize the church service in Latin, discuss what Walter Cronkite presented on the TV show the 20th Century, 
and periodically she would announce that an atomic bomb had exploded and we were to get under our desks and pray.  At the end of 
the school day, I looked forward to going home to read the Argus Leader.  The • rst section I would turn to was the comic section of 
the paper and read Dick Tracy.  Many of the things Dick Tracy did to solve crime at the time seemed very much in the future.  He had 
atomic-powered gadgets developed by Diet Smith Industries that included the two-way wrist radio, which eventually gave way to a 
two-way computer with a TV screen, and a space coupe powered by magnetic propulsion and computers.  

As technologies changed for Dick Tracy, so did his frustration level of moving into a changing society and expectations of his job 
duties.  He was always changing how he did his police work, his views, and the skills he needed to do police work.

Today we are hearing about 21st Century Skills that students need to have in order to be productive citizens in the future.  What 
are these 21st Century Skills that students need to have to be considered pro• cient by the year 2014?  Most de• nitions of 21st Century 
Skills include those needed to make the best use of rapidly changing technologies; the “soft skills” that computers cannot provide, like 
keyboarding, creativity, collaboration skills, higher order thinking skills, critical thinking skills, adaptability, technology skills, and 
personal and social responsibility.

The one 21st Century Skill we hear a lot about today is personal and social responsibility in using the emerging technologies of 
today.  We are wrestling with the ethics and the value of how we use the technology which we have now and will have in the future.  
These are the same issues Dick Tracy struggled with in the sixties when he considered the rights of the accused as he used the new 
found technologies of communication and computers available to him.  As the complexity of technology increases, it will be important 
for students to grasp their responsibility in its usage and be an informed user at all levels.

Microsoft Licensing for Students
by Jerry Klumper, Technology Director

For the past years, the State of South Dakota has maintained 
a Microsoft licensing agreement with Software House 
International (SHI).  This year SHI and the State have set up a 
portal that gives quali• ed students and faculty the opportunity 
to purchase several Microsoft software products at signi• cantly 
reduced prices. Products include:

Microsoft Of• ce Professional Plus 2010 - $64.53· 
(Word, Excel, PowerPoint, OneNote, Outlook, Access, 
and Publisher)
Microsoft Expression Studio - $66.14· 
Microsoft Expression Web - $23.57· 
Microsoft Math - $14.18· 

Please note that the above prices are for downloaded 
installation media. The portal is located at http://sdacad.
onthehub.com.

Two free alternatives to Microsoft Of• ce are available. 
OpenOf• ce.org is a free, open-source of• ce suite that is 
Microsoft Of• ce compatible. It contains the following 
components:  word processor, spreadsheet, presentation 
software, graphics, and database). OpenOf• ce can be 
downloaded from http://www.openof• ce.org/.

GoogleDocs is a free, online service provided by Google. 
Documents are saved on Google servers and are available 
from any computer with an Internet connection. Document 
types include document, presentation, spreadsheet, forms, and 
drawings. More information on Google Docs is available at 
http://www.google.com/google-d-s/b1.html.

A copy of this article with live hyperlinks can be found on 
the EPJ web page under the technology link.

Snowcap Online Noti! cation Service
by Jerry Klumper, Technology Director

I’d like to remind everyone that the Elk Point-Jefferson 
School District uses the Snowcap Online Noti• cation Service to 
send text and e-mail announcements concerning weather-related 
late starts, early dismissals, and cancellations. You can subscribe 
to this service in one of two ways:

Go to the EPJ web page and click on the Technology 
� �

link. 
You will • nd a “Snowcap Noti• cation” link. �

�

Clicking on this link will take you to a noti• cation 
page which also contains a signup link. (Lots of 
clicking!) 
Fill in the blanks and hit the “signup for alerts” 

�

�

button. It is very important to indicate your cell 
phone carrier and to respond to the veri• cation 
e-mail that you will receive.

You can also e-mail 
�

�

Jerry.Klumper@k12.sd.us. Your 
e-mail should contain your cell phone number and 
carrier and the e-mail address that you would like the 
announcement sent to.

A copy of this article with live hyperlinks can be found on 
the EPJ web page under the technology link.

EPJ Music Boosters are selling Elk 
Point-Jefferson Spirit Blankets.  
These are inclusive of all activities 
of the EPJ School District. This 
is the • nal shipment that we will 
receive. They make great birthday, 
graduation, and Christmas gifts! 
Get yours today for only $25. To 
purchase a blanket, e-mail or call 

Dustin Rusche at Dustin.Rusche@k12.sd.us or 356-5814.

In need of a last minute Christmas gift?
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4th Graders Learn the Importance of Taking Care of Their Bodies
by Vicki Nearman, 4th Grade Teacher

     The 4th graders have been studying the digestive and circulatory systems in science.  They 
learned the problems these systems can have and the importance of a healthy diet, avoiding 
drugs, and exercising to prevent some of these problems.

     The school nurse Mrs. Katie Forsling was invited to talk 
to the students as a follow-up to these lessons.  Mrs. Forsling 
talked about the heart and blood vessels and their part of the 
circulatory system.  The students listened to their heartbeats 
with stethoscopes, and Mrs. Nearman had her blood pressure 
taken by Mrs. Forsling. She showed the students test tubes that showed the amounts of sugars, 
fats, and salt contained in certain foods and drinks.  Some examples were French fries, hot dogs, 
hamburgers, a piece of apple pie, and soft drinks.  The students were amazed at the amounts of fats, 
salt, and sugar present in these foods and drinks.  
     Mrs. Forsling explained the importance of eating healthy and limiting the quantity of some foods.  
Mrs. Forsling concluded by answering questions.     

An Early American Christmas . . . by Cheryl Tatro, K-4 Vocal Teacher

The elementary students in grades JK through 4th grade 
had their annual Christmas concert on Thursday, December 
2.  The concert began with the JK and kindergarten classes 
showing off their alphabet knowledge with two songs 
that incorporate the alphabet with the Christmas season: 
“Christmas ABC” and “SANTA is His Name.”  The 1st 
grade then took the stage and sang two traditional Christmas 
tunes: “Up on the Housetop” and “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.”  The 1st graders enjoyed learning about ! ggy 
pudding, the meaning behind the song “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas,” and singing the phrase “We won’t go until we 
get some” like they really meant it"  The JK and kindergarten classes joined the 1st grade class for the song “I Hear the Bells,” which 
featured nine 1st grade students on bells: Bailey Berghult, Elizabeth Connelly, Nora Kasting, Ethan Kelly, Claire LaFerrier, Ella 
LaFerrier, Noah Larson, Jacob Lichtenberg, and Landon Watterson.  

The 2nd through 4th grade students focused their half of the concert on the similarities and differences of the way Christmas 
was celebrated when this country ! rst began and the way it is celebrated today.  They sang a combination of new songs, such as “O 
Christmas, Christmas” and “Traditions,” and traditional songs, such as “Here We Come A-Caroling,” “Coventry Carol,” “Auld Lang 
Syne,” and “Joy to the World.”  Several students auditioned for the four solos that were featured in the concert.  Zed Zevenbergen and 
Alec Johnson performed the solos for “Here We Come A-Caroling,” and Hannah Van Kirk and Aubrie Franken performed the solos for 
“Auld Lang Syne.”  Katherine Giorgio provided her musical abilities for the concert by playing violin for “Coventry Carol” and # ute 
for “Auld Lang Syne.”  The concert concluded with all students in grades JK through 4th grade singing the grand ! nale, “Season of 
Joy.”

Seven Students Selected to 2011 Elementary Festival Honor Choir
by Dustin Rusche, 5-12 Vocal Teacher

With over 720 auditions submitted from across the state, EPJ was fortunate to have 
seven young ladies selected for the SD Elementary Festival Honor Choir. Only 196 
students in 4th, 5th, and 6th grade were selected from across the state. Those selected 
from EPJ were Emma Wilkinson, Emily Mickelson, Vanessa Perez, Hannah VanKirk, 
Katelyn Richards, Katelyn Reynolds, and Kylee Donnelly. 

These girls will begin weekly rehearsals with Mrs. Cheryl Tatro and Mr. Dustin 
Rusche in preparation for the event on February 10 in Brookings. At the festival, the 
girls will rehearse all day under the direction of Ms. Cynthia Bradford, a nationally-
recognized children’s choir conductor and co-founder of the Southlake Children’s Choir 
in Crown Pointe, Indiana. The day will conclude with a concert at the Performing Arts 
Center on the campus of SDSU at 4:45 P.M. Congratulations to these ! ne young musicians"

Page 6 December 2010 Husky News

S h o w i n g  P r i d e  .  .  .  T a k i n g  A c t i o n



Middle School Mini Courses and Quiz Bowl
by Janet Ries, 6-8 Principal/Curriculum Director

Friday, November 5, was the Elk Point-Jefferson Middle School’s annual mini 
course and quiz bowl day.  Throughout the morning, the 6th through 8th grade 
students were allowed to select three 55 minute sessions to attend.  Some of the 
topics which they were able to choose included hair and makeup, making snacks, 
decorating cakes, scrapbooking, auto mechanics, acting, babysitting, athletic 
performance, reptiles, fur trapping, archery, and more. Following the mini courses, 
Mrs. Skinner and Mrs. Langle presented a PowerPoint and shared some of the 
adventures they experienced last June on their biannual East Coast Trip.  After 
lunch, 28 teams made up of 7th and 8th graders vied for the championship of our 
middle school quiz bowl.  After three rounds of 20 questions, the top three teams 
competed for the title. The team that came in second was made up of Andrew Flannery, Brandon Koupal, Abel Sanchez, and Lukas 
Forsling; the third place team members were Quentin Charbonneau, Jim Smith, and Ben Roberts.  Coming in at first place was the 
team comprised of Angelica Perez, Katherine Giorgio, Jennifer Dailey, and Ulrike Hovland. The first place team will advance to other 
quiz bowls during the spring, including the Big Sioux Conference Quiz Bowl on March 7.

How Much Rest is Enough?  
by Janet Ries, 6-8 Principal/Curriculum Director 

Have you heard the poem by Bob Perks entitled, “I Wish You Enough”?  It is quite profound, targeting happiness, time with 
friends, and so on, but have you ever asked yourself how much sleep is enough?  Can it affect your moods, your attitudes, your 
behaviors, and your performance at school, as well as details you retain at any given time? According to Extension Educator Jackie 
Kessler and kidshealth.org, the amount of sleep a person needs depends on his or her age.  The amount she lists is only averages or 
ranges and is unique for every individual. However, the amount of sleep a person gets is important to their well-being.

So what is the average amount of sleep needed?  For preschoolers, Kessler says the amount is about 10 to 12 hours a night. If your 
child had an adequate amount of sleep at night, a typical 5 year old may not need a daytime nap. However, they may still need some 
time during the day for quiet time. Children ages 6-9 need approximately 10 hours each night, while 10-12 year olds require a bit less.  
Teenagers should be receiving about 8 to 9 ½ hours, but because of their active lifestyle, they may be chronically sleep deprived. 

How can the lack of sleep affect your child?  Lack of sleep “can lead to decreased attentiveness and short-term memory, and 
delayed response time.  These can cause generally bad tempers, problems in school, and stimulant use.” Do you rely on caffeine or 
energy drinks to get you going or help you through the day? Sleep deprivation can add up over time, and in adolescence can alter 
regular sleep patterns, causing teens to want to stay up later at night and sleep through the morning.  Many teenagers try to catch up on 
weekends, but Kessler states this irregularity may aggravate the problem of getting sleep even more.  Ideally children should try to go 
to bed at the same time every night and wake up at the same time.

And now as we approach winter, the holidays and the many extra activities becoming a regular part of a routine, just remember, 
sleep is important for good health and well-being. Therefore, I wish you enough.

Community Members Make Mini Courses a Success
by Christine McMeekin-Hemmingstad, Mini Course Coordinator

Each year we have community members volunteer their time and talents to 
make the mini courses a success. We have a core group of volunteers who help year 
after year, and we try to add new talent when we can. Thank you to the following 

presenters for another great day:  Marggie Delacruz (cheerleading), 
Justin Clercx (sports cards/collecting), Katie Buum (hair care), 
Jodi Zeller (snowman), Patty Skinner (after school snacks), Dennis 
Ferdig (auto body), Rhonda Weidner (munchies), Leah Burnison 
(babysitting/games), Kirsten Colt (acting), Suzie Herrity (cake 
decorating), Karlene Stabe (scrapbooking), Tom Mikkelson (fur 
and animal trapping), Jody Moats (reptiles), Bill Forsling/Dennis Stabe/John Hemmingstad 
(archery), Jeanne Hanson (photography), and Matt Marx (athletic performance).

Pictured above left, Tom Mikkelson (fur and animal trapping), bottom left, Katie Buum 
(hair care) and above right, Suzie Herrity (cake decorating).
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7th Grade Science Happenings 
from the MS Science Teachers
by Dan Swatek, M.S. Science Teacher

Mitosis is just one of many topics that have been discussed 
in the middle school science classrooms this nine weeks.  If 
you haven’t noticed, the 7th grade science students created 
models using noodles, yarn, string, beans, toothpicks, and many 
other things to show the process of a nucleus dividing to create 
two cells.  These creative models can be seen hanging in the 
hallways by the middle school.  To • nish up the semester, they 
will be discussing the human systems.  They are very excited to 
learn about how the human body works. Just ask them!

Math = Art Galleries, Story Writing, and Memorable Conversations
by Angie Langle, 7th/8th Math Teacher

Wow, where has the • rst semester gone? Here is an update on what the 7th and 8th graders have been learning in their math 
classes with Mrs. Langle.

Eighth grade Algebra began solving multi-step equations. We spent time interpreting graphs and analyzing their meaning. 
Students then created a story based on a given graph. The next unit was on system of equations and the different methods to solve 
them. The students learned three different ways to solve the system of equations by graphing, substitution, and elimination.  The 
students then put what they learned into practice by attending an art gallery, “algebra” style. Art displays showcasing equations and 
graphs, or equations and solutions adorned the walls in our classroom. Students then traveled around to each art display matching 
equations to solutions or graphs. 

Eighth grade math students have been studying the different types of numbers in our number system, for example, whole 
numbers, integers, rational, and irrational numbers.  Along with knowing the characteristics of each type, they also applied each math 
operation to them.  Students became creative writers by creating a WAC (Writing Across the Curriculum). Their task at hand was to 
write a • ctional story in which the main plot was based on mathematics. Our last unit was geometry. Students have learned how to 
classify triangles by sides and angles. They have also learned the characteristics for each of the different quadrilaterals.  

Seventh grade math students began the year focusing on order of operations. Students learned how to solve a numerical 
expression based on PEMDAS (parenthesis, exponents, multiplication/division, addition/subtraction), the correct order to solve. 
Students then learned the different types of numbers that make up our number system.  We then discussed how mathematics has 
changed over the years and also how the cost of things has changed since their grandparents were their age.  Students were then asked 
to interview a grandparent to learn what their math class was like and what they were learning at their age. Students also investigated 
how prices of cars, bread, milk, and attending a movie have changed from several years ago.  After their interview, students then gave 
an oral report on their • ndings.  It was very interesting to hear what students learned about their grandparents, and students gained a 
very memorable conversation with their grandparents.    

Highlights from 6th Grade Reading Class
by Ryan Oetken, M.S. Language Arts/Reading Teacher

The 6th grade students are currently involved in reading a 
novel titled The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe. While some of the students have expressed that 
they have already read the book or seen the movie, the 6th grade 
teachers are making efforts to make the story more meaningful to 
the students. The students wrote poetry, drew a new cover, acted 
out scenes, and have even experienced some “Turkish Delight.” 
The treat was a favorite of one of the characters in the novel, 
but the students did not • nd it to be as enjoyable. If anything, 
the students were given a good Vitamin C boost as the treat 
does contain some fruit. Our readers are encouraged to visualize 
the story as they read so that the • lm becomes that much more 
enjoyable to them when they are • nished. The creativity of each 
student has been outstanding and enjoyable throughout their 
experience with this novel as well as other stories they have read 
so far this school year.

8th Grade Performs Poe Talk Show  
by Amy Hayes, M.S. Reading/History Teacher

Mrs. Hayes’ 8th grade students 
are spending the last part of the 2010 
reading class exploring a couple 
of very interesting authors: Edgar 
Allan Poe and William Shakespeare.  
Students have learned about the 
authors’ lives, their childhoods, and 
the time period in which they wrote.  

When the students • nished Poe’s 
works, including “The Pit and the 
Pendulum,” “The Black Cat,” “The Tell-Tale Heart,” and “The 
Facts in the Case of M. Valdemar,” the students put together 
a mock “talk show.”  In the talk show, there were a host and 
several guests.  Each guest was a character (living or deceased) 
from one of the stories.  The talk show was presented to the 
class with props and costumes, and they followed a script that 
they wrote.  The kids had a good time creating the play and 
performing it.  This activity was a good lead into the drama 
section of 8th grade reading, which includes Romeo and Juliet 
and West Side Story.

The students found Poe very disturbing and discovered that 
his sad life might have led to his troubled tales.  His writing style 
was interesting, and the students always wanted “more” after 
each story.  Poe’s style of a quick ending leads readers to have 
to think the conclusion through and develop their own analysis.  
Shakespeare, on the other, created a lot of discussion.  Students 
found his writing very sad.  They didn’t like that he killed off the 
most interesting characters.

Overall, most students have decided that the authors were 
pretty good, even though they wrote in  a little different style.  
Ask 8th graders for their opinions. 
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Middle School Student Council Activities
by Marla Jo Mickelson, Co-Student Council Advisor

The Middle School Student Council has had a busy and productive • rst semester.  The year started off with elections for new 
of• cers and representatives.  New of• cers include President Maria Corio and Vice-President Sammi McInerney.  The new secretary is 
Allison Targonski, and the treasurer is Tori Johnson.  Sixth grade representatives are Kylee Donnelly, Dylan Colt, Sean Schmidt, and 
Alexa Montagne.  Those representing the 7th grade are Michael Murphy, Tristen Gill, Keegan Mahin, and Angel Abraham.  The other 

8th grade representatives are Mark Holmes, Abel Sanchez, Cody Davis, and Jenny 
Dailey.    

The • rst order of business for the council was to prepare for homecoming.  
Classes chose mottos and T-shirt designs.  The council sponsored the second 
annual kickball tournament on Thursday of homecoming week.  Mr. Kalda’s 
Kardinals were the champions of the tournament.  Each homeroom worked on 
• oat decorating ideas for the parade, but the weather didn’t cooperate.  Instead 
of • oats, each homeroom walked through the parade carrying some of their • oat 
decorations to show their school spirit. Swatek’s Squirrels won the competition.  
Clercx’s Cowboys took the second place spot, and Mr. Oetken’s Of• cers walked 
away with third place. The annual tug-of-war competition that is typically held on 
homecoming Friday before the parade had to be postponed due to wet and muddy 

conditions.  The competition was held the following week.  Mickelson’s Monsters took • rst place.  Oetken’s Of• cers came in second, 
and Kalda’s Kardinals took third.  

The student council continues to sponsor the Middle School Citizens of the Week project to 
promote academics, participation in school and community activities, leadership, helpfulness, and 
citizenship. The EPJ Activities Boosters, along with the council, sponsors the Citizen’s of the Month 
awards.  Jessica Fejfar and Brandon Koupal won this honor for September.  October winners were 
Angelica Perez and Lucas Kleinberg.  Maria Corio and Calvin Johns are the newest November 
winners.  

The council members stayed busy in October with Heavenly Hat Day.  Students were able to 
pay a dollar for the privilege to have a snack during • fth period on October 21. They were also able 
to buy a license that allowed them to wear a hat for the day.  The day was a big success, allowing 
students to have fun while raising money for the Susan G. Komen Cancer Center. 

The Halloween dance was the next activity the council sponsored.  The council decided to add 
a new aspect to the dance this year.  The students had the opportunity to sign up for the chance to 
perform karaoke at the dance.  Costume contests 

were held, and the students had a great time.
The council will stay busy in December with a homeroom decorating contest.  

The council chose Disney movies for the overall theme this year.  Individual 
classroom themes are Hercules, Little Mermaid, Up, Cars, Toy Story, Peter Pan, 
Pirates of the Caribbean, and Nemo. The 2010 year will close with Battle of the 
Homerooms and a holiday dance on December 21.

The Middle School Student Council strives for a balance of community and 
school service projects and fun and educational activities for the student body.  They 
continue to help with Nursing Home Bingo and fundraisers for those in need.  They 
also provide opportunities for great memories for their fellow students.

6th Graders Enjoy Keyboarding Activities
by Melissa Curry, 6th Grade Keyboarding Teacher

The 6th graders have been learning about 
Microsoft Excel and the capabilities of the 
program.  Recently they completed a Skittles/
M&M project in which they had to estimate 
what was in their bag before opening it.  They 
then recorded the actual number of each color.  
The data recorded was entered into a graph 
comparing the two.  They enjoyed compiling the 
results and eating candy in class.  
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Frustrated with Social Networking . . . Travis A. Aslesen, High School Principal

The last few years have brought a signi• cant challenge to schools in working with middle school and high school students in 
regards to the in• uence of social networking sites. These sites have become a staple of communication for our students as they use 
them to interact with peers locally and in neighboring communities. Mostly that communication is centered upon sharing random 
happenings, thoughts, and ideas, but it seems that more and more these sites are used to tear down, belittle, harass, and intimidate 
others. For school, the frustrating aspect of that type of negative talk is that these interactions bring emotional and safety issues into 
the school building. The challenge for the school and parental community is squared upon how to correct this behavior and protect the 
educational day for all students.

It is true that our young people and people in general have interacted both positively and negatively since the dawn of humankind. 
We do not all get along. It is a part of being human. It is one of the great challenges in being human. However, it appears that social 
networking sites, along with text messaging, have created a degree of electronic courage for our young people to say things that 
they would not dream of saying to another person’s face. It is this interaction that is so disturbing and breeds signi• cant issues when 
con• icting students are in the same hallways, classrooms, and activities. It is both a school’s and parents’ responsibility to address 
these issues. Addressing the issues is dif• cult, time-consuming work, but all members of our educational community are shareholders 
in our students’ futures and responsible to guide them to acceptable interactions, especially with people we might not get along with or 
appreciate.   

Disheartening and at times devastating as these negative interactions are, school and parents must work together to encourage 
appropriate use of the technology which students have at their disposal. This can be challenging, as many forms of discipline such 
as taking away a student’s cell phone can become a hardship for a parent trying to keep track of a busy teenager, or taking away 
a student’s computer can become a hardship for completing class work on time. Finding a constructive discipline can be dif• cult 
and quite stressful, but it is effort that must be exercised if we are truly concerned about the development of our youth. At times the 
frustrating aspect of discipline is that our young people are very inventive • nding ways around, under, and over restrictions that 
might be placed on technology use. At times, their resourcefulness is very impressive to me, even though it might not be the type of 
resourcefulness we are seeking.  

One of the many goals at Elk Point-Jefferson is to make you as parents aware of student-to-student situations which involve 
technology, in as much as possible, in an anticipatory role. We count on and need your support as parents to be partners with 
correcting poor behavior that can be very devastating to the emotional well-being of students and families.  We as a staff are extremely 
thankful for supportive parents willing to address the inappropriate use of technology. We will continue in our mission to “provide a 
safe environment where students will be empowered with knowledge and skills to achieve successfully” by being attentive to the role 
which technology plays in the development of our youth. 

News from the Music Boosters
by Kathy Lawler, Booster Member

I hope this • nds everyone enjoying the sounds of the 
season. The EPJ Music Boosters have been especially busy with 
fund-raising activities for the Liberty Bowl trip later this month.  
A recent raf• e of varied entertainment, dining, and gift items 
was very successful.  The winners were Selene VanWyk, Donna 
Mau, Troy North, Bill Paulsen, Mike Hasenbank, and Tony Mau.  
We hope you enjoy your prizes.  Thank you to everyone who 
donated prizes and purchased tickets.

 A big thank you to our local businesses and individuals 
who have come forward and made • nancial contributions to the 
Liberty Bowl trip.  This trip would not be possible without your 
support of the Music Boosters.

 We congratulate Justin Boulware, EPJ vocal student, who 
will be joining other select high school students from across 
the nation to sing at Carnegie Hall in New York City in January 
2011.  Justin and his family members organized a Breakfast with 
Santa and bake sale at EPJ on December 4 to help raise funds 
for his trip.  Music Boosters, students, and parents assisted in 
this event.  Special thanks to the local Lions Club, Peterman 
Photography, and Santa, who took time out of his busy schedule 
to listen to children’s requests.

 We hope you have a very Merry Christmas, travel safe, and 
may your blessings abound in 2011!

Mole Day 2010
by Melanie Norris, H.S. Science Teacher

What is Mole Day, you might ask? Trust me, we are not 
celebrating the little, furry animals that wreak havoc on your 
yard in the summer. Celebrated annually on October 23 from 
6:02 A.M. to 6:02 P.M., Mole Day commemorates Avogadro’s 
Number (6.02 x 1023), which is a basic measuring unit in 
chemistry. Mole Day was created as a way to foster interest in 
chemistry. Schools throughout the United States and around 
the world celebrate Mole Day with various activities related to 
chemistry and/or moles. 

At EPJ, students in Mrs. Norris’ classroom celebrated Mole 
Day in great fashion on Thursday, October 21.    The juniors in 
Chemistry took part in the Avogadro Cup. They competed in 
Molar Skating, Moling, a Mole Toss, a Basketmole Shootout, 
and the Mole Stroll.  Molar Skating had students racing 
blindfolded on a skateboard, and Moling involved a bowling 
ball and Styrofoam cups.   In Physical Science, the freshmen 
participated in the 8th Annual Husky Molympics. They were 
able to compete in a 22.4 mL Water Race, a 22.4 L Balloon 
Race, the Basketmole Shootout, a Mole Stroll of their very own, 
and a Mole Toss.  The day was made complete with a few Mole 
Day snacks such as Donut Moles, Mole Juice, and Mole Grub.

Thank you to the Booster Club for sponsoring the day’s 
activities. A great time was had by all. The students are eagerly 
looking forward to Mole Day 2011.  
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National Honor Society Notes
by Rita Ahmann, NHS Advisor

The annual induction of new members to the National 
Honor Society was held on Monday, November 15, at 7:00 
P.M. in the band room.  A group of sixteen new members 
was pledged into the Husky Chapter.  They were seniors 
Martha Contreras, Tyler Hall, Bobbie McLaury, and 
Courtney Thorpe; and juniors Corey Chicoine, Ellie Dailey, 
Ryan Donnelly, Ashley Fejfar, Danielle Gille, Morgan 
Hueser, Tyler Koupal, Mariah Meadows, Tony Metzgar, 
Nick Murphy, Sarah Tow, and Mike Wurtz.  Current 
members reviewed the characteristics of scholarship, 
leadership, character, and service, according to which the 
new members were selected.  Then a short listing of each 
new member’s activities was read.  The new members 
recited the National Honor Society pledge.  They were 
presented with a membership pin and card by an adult of their choosing. The of• cers of the local chapter were also installed at the 
ceremony.  This year’s president is Mackenzie Klinkhammer. The vice president/treasurer is Michelle Corio.  Annie Peasley is the 
secretary.  Other members of the National Honor Society inducted last year are Reanna Bertram, Josh Curry, Jenna Donnelly, Cassie 
Hilbrands, Alyssa Raker, Kelly Reed, Liz Schuh, Stephanie Teply, Drake Zeller, and Emily Zeller.   

Shoe Drive Collects Over 1,000 Pairs of Shoes
by Michelle Corio, National Honor Society Member 

For two weeks in October, and even one week after the event had concluded, new and used shoes 
poured in from the communities of Elk Point and Jefferson to be donated to the Soles4Souls organization 
through the local shoe drive sponsored by the National Honor Society. When it • rst commenced, the 
high school students set a goal to raise 300 pairs of shoes, but after a • nal tally, the results exceeded all 
expectations when over 1,057 pairs of donated shoes, along with nearly 20 half-pairs, compiled together 
to mark one phenomenal turnout. As NHS advisor Ms. Rita Ahmann noted, “The response was more than 
we expected.” The shoes are currently being boxed in Sheldon, Iowa, where they will then be shipped 
to the Soles4Souls distribution location in Alabama which will then send the shoes all over the world to 
areas in need. The National Honor Society would like to extend its greatest appreciation to all those who 
participated in this event to make it such an exceptional success.

New Computer Class Offering  
by Sandy Mockler, 8-12 Computer Teacher

With all the new technology around us, EPJ is always 
looking for ways to better enhance the computer curriculum. 
This year high school students were offered a new computer 
course, Multimedia. This is a semester class designed for 
students who want to learn various multimedia skills such as 
design concepts, digital video editing, picture editing, scanning, 
and audio techniques. 

In this class, students explore videography, proper shooting 
techniques, and storyboarding. This year we also visited the 
KMEG studio and watched the production of an evening 
newscast. The class work is project-based, where students create 
multiple videos such as a public service announcement, a how-
to video, a group news cast, and a music video. This class is 
intended to help provide 21st century skills that the students can 
take into the workplace. 

Greetings from the
Social Studies Department
by Tyler Nolz, H.S. Social Studies Teacher

As the semester is wrapping up, we in the Social Studies 
Department would like to tell you some of the activities that 
have taken place • rst semester.  The biggest project taken on by 
the Social Studies Department this semester was organizing and 
putting on a Veterans Day activity.  The activity started with a 
questionnaire on what students knew and thought about Veterans 
Day.  Following the questionnaire was a video on the origins of 
Veterans Day and interviews from veterans of all generations.  
After viewing the video, the students then answered questions 
and had an in-class discussion during homeroom.  The Social 
Studies Department felt this was a very worthwhile experience 
for students to get a chance to re! ect on all the freedoms the 
men and women of the armed forces have given us.  In addition, 
all United States History students conducted interviews with 
veterans. The Social Studies Department would like to wish 
everyone Happy Holidays.
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What is Oral Interp?  
by Angela Peirce, Oral Interp Advisor

Oral Interpretation is the dramatic art of interpretive reading.  
Students choose from seven different categories to prepare the 
presentation of a selection.  Humorous and duet are the most popular 
categories.  It takes a lot of practice, but the students were great.  We had 
15 students compete at the local competition on October 26 (pictured 
right).  Eight of those students went on to the regional competition in 
Harrisburg November 16.  We learned lots of tricks and tips for next 
year. I hadn’t competed in Oral Interp since the early 90s, and a lot has 
changed, including the name!  It used to be called Declam.  One thing 
is still the same; kids enjoy the chance to be someone else through their 
selection.  It’s like a mini-play.  You choose to be serious or funny in 
presenting your speech, story, or poem.  It is also a great way for young people to build con" dence in public speaking.  I’m looking 
forward to next year, and the students are, too.  We have already been discussing what kind of selections we would like to add and 
what we learned this year.

FACS Classes Follow New Standards
by Jan Baagoe, FACS Teacher

Family and Consumer Science classes have new 
standards, new class titles, and new curriculum this 
year.  We no longer have our Foods 1 and Foods II; 
these classes have been replaced with Nutrition and 
Wellness and Dietetics and Nutrition.  This fall in our 
Nutrition and Wellness class, you may have seen us 
out walking on the bike trails out towards Dunham’s.  
Now that the temperature has fallen, we have turned our 
classroom into our workout room, either doing Instant 
Recess on the computer or Just Dance, Zumba, or The Biggest Loser Challenge on the Wii that was purchased with Perkins funds.  We 
have found out that these indoor activities truly do give you a good workout.

Along with the workouts and exercise plans, we have also learned about nutrition and how to prepare foods in ways to reduce 
the calories and cook for healthier lifestyles.  We have studied about obesity and the health risks that go along with it.  One of the 
highlights of our class was December 1, when 36 foods students from this year and second semester last year and " ve chaperones 
(teachers, counselors, aides, and parents)  went on a " eld trip to Metro Community College Culinary Art School in Omaha, Nebraska.  
It just opened a year ago in November and has quickly become one of their most popular areas of studies.  They offer a two-year 
program in culinary studies in an amazing $16 million facility that is state of the art.  After touring the culinary arts school, we toured 
and ate at Whole Foods store and then visited the newly-opened Trader Joe’s grocery store in Omaha, both which offer new concepts 
in grocery shopping.

We are not just the same old class with a new name; we do many new lessons and hope to keep adding more to keep current with 
all of the changes.

Dennison Gains Firsthand Experience at Boy’s State
by Kelly Haberling, H.S. Social Studies Teacher

This last summer, like many incoming seniors, Casson Dennison went to Boy’s State to gain a better understanding of how 
our government works.  Casson wasted no time beginning his political career.  He took on an active role and ran for many elected 
positions.  He was elected to the State Senate and later won the position of Lieutenant Governor by the Federalist Party.  This put 
Casson in a position of power, running the Senate much like our Lieutenant Governor or Vice-President.

Casson enjoyed his experience at Boy’s State, saying he met new people and gained new friends. He was also able to meet 
Governor Rounds at a supper and get a few photo opportunities with him. Through his participation, he was invited to the South 
Dakota Youth Congress in Vermillion, which he attended for three days, and also received a $1,000 scholarship.

Casson left the Boy’s State experience with a collection of great memories and a great deal of experiences working with the 
government functions " rst hand.  It has allowed him to connect his experiences from Boy’s State to the classroom this year in 
Government class.  
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2010 Cross Country Season Recap
by John Wayne Kalda, Head Cross Country Coach

Over the years, the Elk Point-Jefferson Cross Country team has proven 
itself as a force to be reckoned with.  This year was no different, thanks to the 
outstanding leadership skills of the six seniors on this year’s squad.  Although 
we did not reach our ultimate goal, the 2010 season proved itself a very 
successful one with many individual and team accomplishments.

The girl’s team capped off a great season, qualifying and taking ninth place 
at the State A Cross Country Meet in Huron this year.  This was the fourth time 
the team has quali• ed in the past • ve years, and for some, this is their • fth trip 
to the state meet. Quali• ers for the team included Bobbie McLaury, Mackenzie 
Klinkhammer, Jordan Hudelson, Tatum Adema, Payton Donnelly, and Josie 
Heeren. It is hard to single out one person as a leader, but this senior-led group 
always competed at the highest level.  It seemed as if every week we had a 
different girl step up and lead the team, including a few underclassmen. 

The boy’s team, although short-staffed most of the year, also saw some 
marked improvements.  For most of the year, the boys were running in the 
junior varsity division, but toward the end of the year stepped up to the challenge and competed at the varsity level.  Sophomore Alex 
Dawdy led the way, running a great race at regions but missing out on qualifying for the state meet by nine places.  Alex and the others 
have bright cross country futures ahead of them.  If they stick together and keep the same work ethic, they will de• nitely have their 
chances at the state meet in upcoming years.

Success is not always measured by the number of medals that you bring home or if you win a state championship.  This year as 
a whole, there was a total of seventeen letter winners out of the twenty-one athletes competing.  To earn a letter, an athlete must place 
in one meet throughout the year.  The large number of letter winners shows that these athletes are not only talented runners but also 
committed to making themselves better through hard work and dedication to their training.

This year there was a surprisingly large number of 7th graders who decided to compete in cross country.   The senior class did a 
good job of taking these young athletes under its wing and teaching them what it means to run for the Elk Point-Jefferson Huskies.  
The senior class deserves a lot of credit for making cross country what it is today at EPJ.  Although they will be greatly missed, their 
legacy will live on in the younger generation through the lessons that they taught during the 2010 season. 

Check the EPJ web site for all results from the 2010 season.

EPJ Celebrates American Education Week 
by Melanie Norris, EPJEA Committee Member

Could you name all the people who work diligently to help create a successful educational experience for our EPJ students?  
Typically, when we think of school, we think teachers. The reality is that without students, parents, custodians, administrators, teacher 
aides, lunch ladies, school board members, and everyone else who plays a role in the daily education of youth, school just wouldn’t be 
the same. In honor of all the hard work and dedication that goes into just one day of school, EPJ celebrated American Education Week 
November 15-19.

To spread the word about American Education Week, students in grades K-8 created bookmarks which were placed in the 
library for the public to utilize.  In house, we celebrated our staff members by having “special” days.  On Monday, we had Teacher 
Appreciation Day.  Wednesday was Support Staff Appreciation Day and on Friday, we honored those people who were working as 
substitute teachers in the building.  In addition, the Elk Point-Jefferson Educational Association provided coffee and cookies for both 
nights of parent teacher conferences.   

All in all, the celebration was a de• nite success. Thank you for your wonderful support throughout the school year.

7th and 8th Grade Volleyball Teams Wrap Up Eventful Season
by Tama Zeller and Jeff Zeller, M.S. Volleyball Coaches

The 7th and 8th grade volleyball teams started practice on Friday, August 20, and wrapped up the season with their • nal matches 
on Thursday, October 14, against Lennox.  Both teams worked hard and showed a lot of improvement throughout the season.  This 
year, EPJ had 46 girls out for volleyball (twenty 7th graders and twenty-six 8th graders).

The members of the 7th grade team were Rebecca Brewer, Jessica Brown, Lauren Dosdall, Alexis Flynn, Caitlin Fornia, Ashley 
Heeren, Arianna Hines, Tori Johnson, Zoe Johnson, Kelly Kramer, Kristen Leitru, Bailey Lynch, Sammi McInerney, Casey Nilson, 
Jessica Riley, Kelsey Rosenbaum, Maddie Schuldt, Peyton Swanson, Briley Weidner, and Brooke Westcott.

The members of the 8th grade team were Amanda Barnes, Jalissa Connors, Maria Corio, Dalton Croy, Jenny Dailey, Jessica 
Fejfar, Katherine Giorgio, Alicia Gregg, Alyssa Gregg, Olivia Gross, Amber Hanson, Shannon Hennessey, Ulrike Hovland, Jami 
Johnston, Kerrey Jorgensen, Kayla Kayl, Drew Keuck, Samantha Merkley, Hannah North, Kati Oliver, Angelica Perez, Kelsey Smith, 
Miranda Stabe, Allison Targonski, Sierra Whitman, and Megan Winborn. (Continued on page 14)

“Hero the Husky” and EPJ fans cheer on their Huskies during 
Saturday’s state cross country meet in Huron on October 23, 
2010. (Picture courtesy of Kristina Barker/Rapid City Journal 
staff)
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All of the girls and coaches worked each day to improve the fundamentals 
of the sport of volleyball.  We stressed hustling to get in position on every 
play, setting the ball up for our teammates, spiking, and serving to gain an 
advantage.  Also, we worked hard on teamwork and communication because 
they are huge parts of volleyball here at EPJ.  Even when a player is not in 
the game, they can affect the outcome by cheering for their teammates and 
encouraging them on.  It is a great sport because enthusiasm and togetherness 
often will win over a team that may even have more talent.  

All the practice time and matches really paid off as both teams improved 
greatly throughout the season.  The season built up to the Big Sioux 
Conference Tournament that is held the last weekend of the season.  This 
year’s tourney was held on Saturday, October 9, at Dakota Valley High School.

The 7th grade started their Big Sioux Conference Tournament action by 
playing Dell Rapids.  Dell Rapids won a hard-fought, • rst-round match by the 
score of 2 sets to 0.  In the consolation semi• nal, the girls started strong and 
maintained their advantage throughout the match while defeating Beresford 
2 to 0 by the scores of 25-15 and 25-23.  This win gave the girls the chance to 
play in the consolation championship against a very strong Sioux Falls 
Christian team.  The Huskies played very well against the 
Chargers before falling 2-0 in two close sets.  The team • nished in 
6th place.

Coach Tama Zeller commented, “The girls showed so much 
growth throughout the season. They surprised themselves as they 
all developed a great love for volleyball and a stronger desire to 
want to play all the positions on the court.”

The 8th grade Huskies volleyball team also started their 
tournament against Dell Rapids.  Just like when we faced Dells 
in the 2009 tourney, this was a classic back-and-forth battle, in 
which either team could have won.  The Huskies jumped out to 
a huge advantage in the • rst set and captured the • rst set by the 
score of 25-13.  This was a great set where the girls served well 
and really kept the pressure on Dell Rapids by passing the ball well to the setter, which allowed us to spike the ball aggressively.  Dell 
Rapids picked up the pace in set 2 and we lost 21-25.  We fell behind early and fought back hard to make the set very close at the end.  
This forced a third and deciding set.  With great points from both teams, the score was tied 13-13.  The next two points were • lled 
with tension and excitement, but Dell Rapids won both points to advance to the semi-• nals.  EPJ’s next match was just as exciting as 
the • rst!   We played back and forth with Beresford, and some clutch serving and play really gave us great opportunities to stay in the 
match.  We lost the • rst set 18-25.  Then, with our backs against the wall and needing a win to stay alive, the girls pulled out a 26-24 
win to even the match.  Set three saw Beresford jump out to a lead, but the Huskies battled back and eventually lost by the close score 
of 12-15.  In the • nal match of the tourney for the 8th graders, the girls won an impressive victory over Canton to capture 7th place.  
The scores of the • nal match were 18-25, 25-19, 15-8.

Coach Jeff Zeller commented, “This season was a real challenge, but it was one of the best seasons that I can remember.  We had 
26 girls out for volleyball!  That is the most that we have ever had out in any one grade.  Each girl made improvement throughout the 
season, and I really enjoyed teaching the skills and watching the more experienced players take leadership roles.  This 8th grade bunch 
really has a • re and passion for volleyball.  I cannot wait to see how much they improve in high school.  Thank you to the parents for  
your support these two years, and thank you to the girls for all the progress you have made in two years.  I have no doubt that with 
continued hard work and team play, you will continue the strong tradition of volleyball here at Elk Point-Jefferson.”

A big thank you goes out to Kim Whitman.  Kim volunteered as a coach this year.  She helped greatly with both teams in practices 
and with mostly the 8th grade teams during matches.

You can • nd all of the results from the season on our web page (www.epj.k12.sd.us).  Click on the “Activities” tab, select the “7/8 
Sports” tab, and then click “Volleyball.”

Holiday Library Hours
December 22 - 23 .........1:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. December 31 ................................CLOSED
December 24 ....................................CLOSED January 1 - 2 .................................CLOSED
December 25 - 26 .............................CLOSED January 3 - 4 ............ 1:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.
December 27 - 30 .........1:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. January 5 ..............................Regular Hours

Pictured above is 7th grade volleyball team with coach Tama 
Zeller. Pictured below is the 8th grade volleyball team with 
coach Jeff Zeller (right) and volunteer assistant coach Kim 
Whitman (left).

(7th and 8th Grade Volleyball, continued from Page 13)
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EPJ Football . . . by Scott Bruning, Head Football Coach

The Husky football team had another successful season • nishing 5-3 in the regular season and losing a heartbreaker in overtime 
to Wagner in the • rst round of playoffs.  After playing tremendous defense the whole game, the Huskies showed a small chink in their 
armor during overtime which was just enough to end their season 10-6.

The Huskies earned their spot in the playoffs by • nishing up the regular season at 5-3. They started the year with solid victories 
over Sioux Falls Christian, Parkston, Beresford, and Akron-West• eld.   After close losses to Dakota Valley, Wagner, and Garretson, the 
Huskies locked up their third straight playoff appearance by beating Bon Homme 7-6.

“This team showed a lot of heart and determination throughout the season. Not many teams from 11B could survive losing their 
starting quarterback in the • rst quarter of the • rst game and play the way they did throughout the season.”

The Huskies success on the • eld showed when it came to handing out post-season awards to the players. The Huskies had two 
players make • rst team All Big Sioux Conference, Ethan Pace and Drake Zeller.  Scott Shanks, Wyatt Chicoine, and Gavin Lee were 
named to the honorable mention team.  The Huskies also had several people receive recognition for All-State Football, as Wyatt 
Chicoine, Nick Murphy, and Casson Dennison were named to the Honorable Mention team.  Ethan Pace continued to bring in the 
hardware, making not only • rst team All-State but also being named to the Argus Leader Elite 45 squad. 

We will miss our seniors very much.  Not only did these guys play a lot of snaps throughout their career as Huskies, but they also 
provided a lot of leadership and demonstration through example on how hard you need to work.  They are a class act, each and every 
one of them, and we know they will be successful in their future endeavors.

Although the Huskies will lose a great group of seniors, they have a nice group of underclassmen coming up to • ll the shoes of 
the departed.  Our JV team has only lost three games in two years against some very good opponents and will be looking forward to 
continuing the Husky playoff run.

* * * 2010-11 Newsletter Sponsors (continued) * * *

Elk Point-Jefferson School District
402 S. Douglas, PO Box 578
Elk Point, SD 57025

CAMPBELL GRADING CO.

LAND LEVELING - BASEMENT DIGGING
LOADER DOZER & SCRAPER WORK - BLADE

SNOW REMOVAL - TREE CLEANING

117 5th Street
JEFFERSON, SD 57038

SITE GRADING AND EXCAVATING
HOURLY OR CONTRACT BASIS

CALL DAY OR EVENING
605-966-5719
605-966-5354
605-966-5653

Allen Pace
Sales/Service

Pace Irrigation
32957 477th Ave., Elk Point, SD 57025
Cell (712) 251-9897  Of• ce (605) 356-3182
paceirrigation@speednet.com
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