
The 14th Meeting of the Conference
of the Parties (CoP14) to CITES
(Convention on International Trade

in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora) took place in The Hague,
Netherlands, from the 3rd to 15th June
2007, with over 1200 representatives
from CITES Parties and
intergovernmental, international and
national organizations in attendance.
Every two to three years, Parties to the
Convention meet to review its
implementation and progress towards
ensuring that international trade is not a
threat to wildlife. Decisions are made at
these CoPs to determine if species should
be added or delisted from Appendices I
and II. The TRAFFIC delegation, including
four staff from TRAFFIC North America,
witnessed a range of successes and
disappointments over those two weeks.

Asian Big Cats: Tigers were high on
the priority list for many
delegations, including
TRAFFIC and the 35-
member International
Tiger Coalition. CITES
Parties adopted by
consensus a decision to
end large-scale captive
tiger breeding and to not
allow breeding of tigers
for trade in their parts.
The decision was
formally adopted in the
final session of the CoP,
however the delegation
from China was
aggressive in its rejection
of the will of the Parties
and stated it would
continue its “scientific
policy review” into

whether to reopen domestic tiger trade
despite global opposition. (see article
China Urged to Keep Tiger Trade Ban in
Place on page 3).

European eel: Germany’s proposal
on behalf of the European Union (EU)
Member States to list the European eel
Anguilla anguilla in Appendix II, was
overwhelmingly adopted. The large scale
use of European eels has caused dramatic
population declines, and many Parties
stressed the need for strong and effective
fisheries management within the EU. The
Appendix II listing, with delayed
implementation of 18 months, will help
ensure that harvest and international
trade in European eels is sustainable.

Elephants and Ivory: As has been
the case at previous CoPs, discussions
concerning elephants dominated much
of the CoP, as negotiations carried on
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Over 1200 representatives from CITES Parties and other interested
organizations gathered together in The Hague, Netherlands for two
weeks in June 2007 at the 14th Conference of the Parties to CITES
to discuss international wildlife trade.
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throughout its duration. A deal was
eventually reached, with African elephant
range states agreeing to a nine-year
suspension of ivory trading (after the
completion of a one-off sale that was
agreed several years ago at CoP12) and
four Southern African countries — South
Africa, Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe
— were given permission to sell stocks of
ivory registered before 31 January 2007,
thus expanding the one-off sale. 

Immediately prior to CoP14, the
CITES Standing Committee agreed that a
scientific system to monitor elephant
poaching (MIKE — Monitoring Illegal
Killing of Elephants) had compiled
sufficient baseline data, one of the criteria

for moving forward with the one-off sale.
Japan was approved by the CITES
Standing Committee as a “trading partner”
for this limited sale of ivory. China
proposed that it also obtain this status,
but was rejected.

The ivory for the one-off sale will be
sourced only from registered, government-
owned stocks that originate from natural
mortality or problem animals. All revenues
from the sale will be reinvested in
elephant conservation and community
development. It has not yet been
announced when the sale will take place. 

Coral: TRAFFIC supported the
proposal to list red and pink coral
species from the genus Corallium in
Appendix II, as proposed by the United
States. Though the proposal was initially
adopted in Committee, debate was 
re-opened in Plenary, where the listing
was narrowly defeated. (see article
Spotlight on Corallium on page 4 for
more details about this disappointing
final hour reversal).

Timber: The EU submitted proposals
to include Cedrela spp, Dalbergia retusa,
D. granadillo and D. stevensonii in
Appendix II. The proposals were
withdrawn after significant opposition
from South and Central American range
states. These range states were concerned
about possible impacts on livelihoods and
that they lack the capacity to implement
an Appendix II listing. Despite withdrawal
of the timber proposals, both proponents
and range states agreed that action is
needed to reverse the decline in these
species, and potential Appendix III listings
were discussed. 

Mahogany: Because of concerns
about the sustainability of Bigleaf
Mahogany Swietenia macrophylla
exports from Peru, WWF and TRAFFIC
and several Peruvian civil society
organizations signed a letter just prior to
the CoP to the President of Perú. The
letter called upon the Peruvian
government to take immediate action to
effectively implement the Appendix II
listing of Bigleaf Mahogany by reducing
the Peruvian export quota and addressing
illegal logging. A net quota volume of
4,983 m3 of verified and approved
mahogany was agreed with the potential
for Peru to increase this quota in 2007 if
approved by the CITES Secretariat. For
2008 and onwards, a more restrictive
method of establishing export quotas was

agreed which does not include leftovers
from harvesting and exports of previous
years. Peru committed to strengthen the
execution of a national policy of zero
tolerance of illegal trade and develop
mechanisms of participation, particularly
of native communities, for the
formulation and implementation of the
strategic plan on mahogany. 

At the CoP, Parties agreed on
Decisions directing the CITES Plants
Committee to develop criteria and
indicators for making non-detriment
findings for high priority taxa such as
timber. Additionally the Parties adopted
the annexed Action Plan for the Control of
International Trade in Bigleaf Mahogany
which contains a variety of measures. 

Spiny Dogfish and Porbeagle:
TRAFFIC was a strong proponent of the
listing proposals to include Spiny Dogfish
Squalus acanthias and Porbeagle Lamna
nasus in Appendix II. However the
propsals were rejected with most
opposition to the listings stemming from
FAO’s conclusion that the species did not
meet the listing criteria. Opposing Parties
also referenced fisheries management
plans which they claimed regulate the
two species; however, these management
plans have yet to remediate population
declines. A draft decision submitted by
the European Union related to trade
measures regarding Porbeagle shark and
Spiny Dogfish failed to gain approval
while the CoP did pass Resolution Conf.
14.10 urging improved catch reporting
schemes for sharks and further attention
to the linkages between the trade in shark
fins and meat and illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing. 

Sawfish: A U.S. and Kenyan proposal
to list all species of sawfish Pristidae
spp. on Appendix I was adopted, with 
an exception for Pristis microdon, which
was listed in Appendix II. The 
P. microdon Appendix II listing allows
Australian exports to aquariums for
conservation purposes. 

CITES CoP15: CITES Parties will
reconvene for CoP15 in Qatar in 2010.
This will be the first CITES CoP held in
the Middle East, and it is likely proposals
rejected at CoP14, such as Corallium,
spiny dogfish, and porbeagle, will be
resurrected in Qatar.
Contributed by Leigh Henry, TRAFFIC North
America
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CHINA URGED TO KEEP
TIGER TRADE BAN IN PLACE

Over the past year, the Government of
China has repeatedly tabled the idea of
reopening domestic trade in parts and
products of farmed tigers. An array of
organizations from around the world,
including those in the conservation
community as well as the Traditional
Chinese Medicine community, are
concerned that lifting China’s successful
14-year tiger trade ban would cause a
resurgence in demand for tiger bone
medicines. Consequently this would
increase poaching pressures on endangered
wild tiger populations. In order to
encourage China to maintain its successful
ban, these organizations and associations,
including TRAFFIC, have come together to
form the International Tiger Coalition (ITC),
which has quickly raised the profile of this
issue not only with the Government of
China, but with tiger range states and other
concerned governments.

The ITC set its sights on CITES CoP14
to send a clear message that the world
does not look favorably upon any trade,
legal or illegal, in tiger parts. Through a
collaborative effort by ITC members,
India, Nepal, the Russian Federation and
China a draft Decision was introduced at
CoP14, which addressed trade in Asian big
cats, including strengthening efforts to
implement CITES Resolution Conf. 12.5
(Conservation of and trade in tigers and
other Appendix I Asian big cat species).
However, this draft did not adequately
address the threat posed to wild tigers by
tiger farms and any possibility of legal
domestic trade. Therefore, the United
States intervened and offered amendments
strengthening the Decision, resulting in a
huge win for tiger conservation.

There are two elements of the
Decision which are critical to ensuring
that China does not open a legal domestic
trade of the parts and derivatives of
farmed tigers:
• “Parties with intensive operations

breeding tigers on a commercial scale
shall implement measures to restrict
the captive population to a level
supportive only to conserving wild
tigers; tigers should not be bred for
trade in their parts and derivatives.”

• “All Parties, especially those evaluating
their domestic tiger trade control
policies, shall take into consideration

the view of the Parties as expressed in
Resolution Conf. 12.5.” (Res. Conf. 12.5
urges CITES Parties, amongst other
things, to “voluntarily prohibit internal
trade in [tiger] parts, derivatives and
products.”)

As an international treaty, CITES
cannot regulate the domestic laws of any
Party to the Convention. However, it can
suggest actions and measures and, as this
Decision was passed by consensus, it
sends a strong message that the Parties to
CITES do not look favorably upon any
legal domestic trade in tiger parts,
derivatives or products. 

This Decision is just a next step in
protecting wild tigers from any legal trade
in their parts and derivatives in the future.
CITES Parties, the CITES Secretariat,
TRAFFIC and the ITC, must take steps in
order to ensure that this Decision, as well
as Resolution Conf. 12.5, are fully
implemented by all 172 Parties to CITES.
Contributed by Leigh Henry, TRAFFIC North
America

TIGER LOVERS CALL ON
CITES MEMBERS TO END
TIGER TRADE 

As the delegates of CITES CoP14 left
the convention center for their lunch
break on the start of the second week of

the Conference, they came face to face
with a giant tiger. An impressive 20 foot
by 20 foot (6 meter by 6 meter) portrait
of a tiger was unveiled by the
International Tiger Coalition (ITC), a
group comprised of 35 organizations
working to save wild tigers.

The tiger mosaic was made up of
25,000 photographs of individuals from
around the world and had the message
“End Tiger Trade” in bold red letters
across the top. Individuals from more
than 140 countries submitted their
photos to the mosaic, including all 13
tiger range states.

In response to concerns that
wealthy tiger farmers were pressuring
the Chinese government to lift its
successful 14-year ban on domestic trade
in tiger bone and products the ITC
started the mosaic as part of an on-line
campaign to raise world wide support
for wild tigers.

The mosaic generated substantial
press coverage at the Conference, It has
proven to be an effective tool for raising
awareness and is now in India where it
will grace the WWF-India building in
New Delhi and then tour the country. 
Contributed by Sarah Janicke-WWF US Species
Program

A huge tiger mosaic at the CITES CoP in the Netherlands urged delegates to end trade in tigers. 
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FOCUS ON FISHERIES: 
THE GREAT SALMON RUN
REPORT LAUNCHED

In February of this year, TRAFFIC
North America launched a new report,
The Great Salmon Run: Competition
Between Wild and Farmed Salmon. This
report is the first comprehensive look at
market competition between wild and
farmed salmon and identifies two
important trends that have remade the
salmon industry in the last 25 years:
farmed salmon has grown from just two
percent of the world supply in 1980 to
65 percent in 2004 and about three-
fourths of the fresh and frozen salmon
consumed in the United States is now
farmed. In response, the value of the
wild fishery has plummeted from more
than $800 million in the late 1980’s to
less than $300 million.

“Wild salmon could never supply the
market demand being met by farmed
salmon. A fundamental point of the
report is that the debate should not be
about wild versus farmed, but whether
each method of production is being
done right,” says Dr. Gunnar Knapp,
professor of economics at the University
of Alaska, Anchorage, and one of the
study’s authors. 

The report found that the rapid
growth in farmed salmon has
dramatically increased total salmon
supply, changed the kinds of salmon
products that are available, altered the
timing of production and raised market
quality standards. These drastic changes
raised economic, environmental and
trade questions. For example, how does

wild salmon, which no longer provides
the bulk of North America’s salmon,
remain a competitive product?

One of the report’s core
recommendations is for producers to
expand the use of certification and
labeling provided by the Marine
Stewardship Council (MSC), which
enables wild salmon to command a
higher price in the market.

“Labeling is crucial for helping
consumers make informed choices,” said
Dr. Cathy Roheim, co-author of the study
and professor of economics at the
University of Rhode Island. “Many people
are willing to pay more for wild salmon,
a trend more producers could take
advantage of.”

The report recommended better
consumer labeling and reducing
environmental impacts of both wild and
farmed salmon production to benefit
consumers, industry and the
environment as well as: 
• providing accurate and balanced

information about salmon products
and how they were produced; 

• harmonizing regulatory food safety
standards; 

• collecting better data about seafood
markets and consumers; 

• recognizing and mitigating
environmental impacts of both farmed
and wild fish production; 

• recognizing the role of hatcheries in
wild salmon production; and

• expanding marketing efforts and
taking advantage of potential benefits
of Marine Stewardship Council
certification for Alaska wild salmon. 

Copies of the The Great Salmon
Run: Competition Between Wild and
Farmed Salmon can be downloaded at
http://www.worldwildlife.org/trade/
pubs.cfm
TRAFFIC North America Press Release 7 March 2007

SPOTLIGHT ON CORALLIUM
Red and pink corals from the genus

Corallium are among the most valuable
of all the precious corals. They are
distributed worldwide in tropical,
subtropical and temperate oceans.
Twenty-six species have been identified
but only seven are traded internationally. 

Corallium products have high value

and the market for these products is
extensive. At the same time, the life-
history characteristics of the genus make
Corallium communities very vulnerable
to over-harvesting. Harvest of Corallium
is not managed by any existing regional
fisheries management organizations and
there are no international trade controls
in place. The combination of high value,
large market, slow recovery and lack of
management is detrimental to the
conservation of the genus and the
invertebrate species that rely on
Corallium colonies as a substrate.

Historically, Corallium was also called
“precious” coral. However, several other
corals are also used to make jewelry and
are commonly referred-to as semi-
precious or precious corals. These include
bamboo coral, black coral, blue coral, gold
coral and sponge coral. Black coral and
blue coral are listed in Appendix II of
CITES. The other species are not listed by
CITES. A proposal to list Corallium in
Appendix II was put forward by the
United States at the recent CoP14. 

In discussions at CoP14, the United
States agreed to a 12-month delay in
implementation of the Appendix II
listing and committed to holding two
implementation workshops during this
period. A committee was established to
draft a specific definition of what
amount of Corallium could be traded as
personal effects (and therefore without
CITES permit), a concern that was raised
by some Parties.

Initially the proposal was agreed
after debate in Committee I. However,
during the last minutes of the final
plenary session, the debate was re-
opened and a secret ballot was
requested. The secret ballot vote then
failed to garner the two-thirds votes
from Parties to support the listing.

Based upon the support during
Committee I earlier in the Conference,
many thought the proposal had been
passed and the genus provided with the
protection of CITES, so the disappoint-
ment at the 11th hour turnaround was
enormous. A new proposal to list
Corallium in CITES Appendix II is likely
to be submitted for CoP15. In the
meantime, unregulated, unsustainable
harvest of Corallium will continue.
Contributed by Tanya Shadbolt & Ernie Cooper-
TRAFFIC North America

The Great Salmon Run, is a comprehensive
resource for salmon fishery managers and
industry to understand market interactions
between wild and farmed salmon.



CANADA JOINS CAWT

In April, The Honorable John Baird,
Canada’s Minister of the Environment,
announced that Canada would join the
international Coalition Against Wildlife
Trafficking (CAWT). Governments and
non-government organizations
worldwide have recognized the critical
need to address growing threats to
wildlife from poaching and illegal trade.
CAWT focuses political and public
attention on the issue and facilitates
action for effective wildlife law
enforcement and regional cooperation. 

CAWT is an association of
governments, industry and conservation
organizations that share the common
goal of working within their spheres of
influence to stamp out illegal wildlife
trade. An initiative of the United States,
CAWT was founded in 2005 and, with
the addition of Canada, has grown to
include the United Kingdom, India and
Australia as well as14 international
conservation and industry organizations
including TRAFFIC. 

Additional information about the
coalition can be found at
www.cawtglobal.org
Environment Canada News Release 12 April 2007

U.S. IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE FROM
REGIONS OF HIGH BIODIVERSITY 
Last fall four graduate students from
the University of Maryland completed
a project for TRAFFIC-North America 
as part of a Problem Solving in
Conservation course for their graduate
program in Conservation Biology and
Sustainable Development. Caroline
Humphrey, one of the students,
continued to intern for TRAFFIC North
America for six additional months and
prepared this snapshot of their project. 

The trade in wildlife and wildlife
related products is a booming business,
estimated to be worth billions of dollars
and involving hundreds of millions of
plants and animals every year. As part of
TRAFFIC North America’s efforts to
better understand the role of U.S.
companies and consumers on far flung
locales, we conducted an analysis of all
legal, wild imports from the Amazon,
Congo Basin and Mekong regions
between 2001 and 2005 using the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s trade
database, Law Enforcement Management
Information System (LEMIS). We
conducted a trade commodity analysis
on 13 heavily traded taxa representing
five different consumer industries with
potentially significant sustainability
concerns. The project explored five
industries (leather, exotic pets, food,
biomedical and ornamental insects) and
analyzed 270 million wildlife items of
which 211 million were live fish and
two million were wild leather items.

During our industry analyses we
learned some interesting facts about the
wildlife trade business. The leather
industry operating in these regions
imports a variety of wild reptiles,
stingrays and peccaries to U.S. consumers
as shoes, belts, wallets and other leather
products. As this is generally an elite
consumer market, the most prominent
companies in our data were high end
fashion companies. All of the leather
imports were processed in Europe before
making their way to America’s fashion
hub of New York to be sold in familiar
retail stores. The products become more
expensive from the moment the skins are
exported from the home country and are
processed into fine merchandise. This
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DID YOU KNOW?
Sawfish Pristidae spp.

populations have plummeted world-
wide due to fishing pressure, habitat
degradation and international trade.
There are seven species of sawfish
and all of them are listed on IUCN’s
Red List as critically endangered, but
sawfish are still caught because they
are highly valued on the market for
their meats, fins, oil, liver and unique
toothed rostras-which can be found
for sale in souvenir shops. Sawfish are
usually caught accidentally because
their rostra become tangled in fishing
gear. However, the parts of the fish
are so valuable that if one is
accidentally caught, it is usually
landed and then sold. They are also
caught live for display in aquaria. 

Measures have been taken
recently to protect the sawfish with all
but one of the seven sawfish species
listed on CITES Appendix I at CoP14.
Consumers should avoid buying
sawfish parts or products to support
conservation efforts. In the United
States, Mote Marine Laboratory in
Florida collects reports on sightings
and captures of sawfish. Anyone
catching or seeing a sawfish can
report it at www.mote.org/sawfish.
Contributed by Sarah Janicke, WWF U.S.

Sawfish have a slow growth rate, late sexual
maturity, low reproductive rate, slow
gestation and a long lifespan, all factors that
make it difficult for this species to recover.
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poses a conservation challenge because
people living in the countries where the
animals are harvested are ultimately
responsible for conservation decisions
concerning these species, but have the
least financial incentive for long-term
conservation, as the animals are least
valuable in their home range.

Approximately 220 million live
animals were imported in 50,000
shipments from the three regions, nearly
all of them for the pet trade. Ninety-six
percent of these animals were live fish,
and the rest were mostly hermit crabs,
reptiles and amphibians. Whereas the
leather industry dealt with very large,
familiar companies, the businesses
involved in the pet trade were much
more diverse. Particularly in the
aquarium trade, businesses are small and
fish are sourced from a myriad of
different sources that are hard to track.
The opaque and complicated path of
animals for the pet trade poses a
sustainability concern especially as the
population status for most species traded
as pets is unknown and unmonitored. 

There are a variety of conservation
options to guarantee a sustainable
source of wildlife for trade. Engaging
with businesses to educate and promote
sustainable supply is a promising
possibility for the leather industry, as this
is a well-established, highly visible set of
companies. Increased supply chain

transparency, certification schemes and
associated education campaigns would
provide optimal actions for ensuring
sustainable sourcing for the pet industry.

This project allowed us the
opportunity to gain insight into the
prevalence and importance of wildlife
trade, the complex dynamics of business
and the drivers of trade, and the difficult
task of effective conservation planning
and management. TRAFFIC, through its
continued support of internships and
unique educational opportunities 
fosters the development of future
conservation leaders.
Contributed by Caroline Humphrey, TRAFFIC
Intern

MEXICO-GUATEMALA WORKSHOP FOR
CAPACITY BUILDING

TRAFFIC North America and the
Attorney General for the Protection of the
Environment in Mexico (PROFEPA), in
close collaboration with the National
Protected Areas Council of Guatemala
(CONAP), held a binational workshop to
strengthen the capacity of Mexican and
Guatemalan authorities to enforce wildlife
related laws. The workshop took place
August 7-9 in Tapachula, Chiapas, Mexico. 

The goal of the Capacity
Strengthening Workshop on Trans-
Border Movements of Wild Flora and
Fauna Between Mexico and Guatemala
was to provide wildlife officials in these
two countries with theoretical and
practical tools to strengthen their daily
activities against illegal trade in wildlife.
A total of 40 participants from Customs
Mexico, PROFEPA, PGR (General
Attorney of the Mexican Republic)
CONAP and PNC/DIPRONA (Nature
Protection Division, National Civil Police
Guatemala) attended the workshop.

Eleven institutions and agencies
including the General Wildlife
Directorate of Mexico (DGVS), PROFEPA,
National Commission for the Knowledge
and Use of Biodiversity in Mexico
(CONABIO), CONAP, National University
of Mexico (UNAM) and the Natural
History and Ecology Institute of Chiapas
provided specialized training to the
participants. These trainers addressed
national and international legal
frameworks pertaining to wild plants

and animals, as well as practical methods
for the identification, handling and
seizing of species in trade.

During the course, participants were
evaluated on the different training
modules and at the end of the three day
training received recognition of their
participation, as well as materials and
resources to utilize and share with their
colleagues.

This bi-national training was
generously financed with support from
the United Kingdom’s Global
Opportunities Fund and the U.S.
Department of State. This workshop
contributes to two multi-year projects
lead by TRAFFIC North America to build
capacity to implement wildlife
regulations. One project, with U.K.
support, focuses on Mexico. The other,
with U.S. support, focuses on the
countries that are members of the
CAFTA-DR (Central America and the
Dominican Republic) Free Trade
Agreement framework with the United
States. 
Contributed by AdriÆn Reuter-TRAFFIC North
America - Mexico

NEWS FROM MEXICO
Exotic skin pieces from around the world are
often processed in Europe before being
imported to the United States as expensive
luxury products.
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Forty officials from government agencies in
Mexico and Guatemala attended a binational
workshop in August to strengthen their capacity
to enforce wildlife related laws and to work
jointly on transborder smuggling cases.
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FAREWELL, MATE!

Simon Habel, TRAFFIC North
America�s Regional Director between
1997 and 2006 left WWF US and
Washington DC in September to head
home to Australia.  Simon has
accepted a position with the
Government of South Australia’s
Department for Environment and
Heritage.  Since October 2006 Simon
was Acting Vice President and
Managing Director of the Global
Support Program of WWF US.

Simon has worked in the field of
international biodiversity conservation
for more than twenty years with a
variety of conservation organizations
including TRAFFIC North America,
TRAFFIC Oceania, WWF-US, and WWF
Australia. During his time with WWF
and TRAFFIC, he has engaged in a
variety of biodiversity conservation
initiatives ranging from protected
areas development in Australia and
Integrated Conservation and
Development Projects in Papua New
Guinea to wildlife trade issues in small
island developing states.  Simon was
also responsible for establishing the

TRAFFIC program in Mexico and for
building up TRAFFIC North America to
the team that it is today.

His expansive knowledge, ever-calm
demeanor, biting wit and ability to
resurrect plants from the dead will be
greatly missed by his friends and
colleagues, particularly throughout 
the WWF and TRAFFIC global
networks.  His former TRAFFIC team
in North America miss him most
keenly of all and hope that Simon
enjoys life down under.

OTHER CHANGES AT TRAFFIC
NORTH AMERICA
Crawford Allan, formerly Deputy
Director, has been Acting Director of
TRAFFIC North America since October
2006, following Simon Habel�s
promotion in WWF US.

Welcome Paola Mosig Reidl, Program
Officer with TRAFFIC North America in
Mexico. Paola joins us from CONABIO,
where she played a key role in the
CITES Scientific Authority for the
Government of Mexico for the past four
years. Paola holds a B.S in Biology
from the Universidad Nacional

Autónoma de MØxico (UNAM), and a
Master�s Degree in Environmental
Science from the University of Calgary,
Canada.   Paola has worked in Laguna
San Ignacio, Baja California Sur,
MØxico, studying the effects of whale-
watching on the abundance and
distribution of Gray Whales in the
lagoon and has also worked in
Mexico�s Environment Secretary
(SEMARNAT) International Affairs
Office, focusing on issues related to
the Commission for Environmental
Cooperation between Canada, the
United States, and Mexico. 

Congratulations to Jill Hepp, who has
been promoted to Program Officer in
the Washington DC Regional Office.
Jill has been with TRAFFIC North
America for two years and her love of
all things marine and expertise on
fisheries has proven to be invaluable.
Her previous conservation experience
in Central America is helping us
develop our capacity building
programs there working closely with
the Mexico office.

Francois and Sheila Brutsch
CGMK Foundation
Conservation International
The Walt Disney Company Foundation 
The Hendrickson Trust
The Hermsen Foundation
Mrs. Niels W. Johnsen
Eugene Linden
The Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation

The National Fish and Wildlife Federation
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Seaworld Busch Gardens Conservation Fund
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
United Kingdom FCO Global Opportunities Fund
United States Agency for International Development
United States Department of State
The Wallace Global Foundation

TRAFFIC North America gratefully acknowledges the generous support of
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FIRST-EVER SEIZURE OF LIVE
STURGEONS IN MALAYSIA

The first seizure of live sturgeons
into Malaysia occurred in June in George
Town, the capital of the state of Penang,
Malaysia when a shipment from China
was stopped by Malaysian Fisheries
Department officials at Bayan Lepas
International Airport. When officials
inspected the ornamental fish shipment
carried by a China Airlines flight they
found two of the 30 boxes contained
120 juvenile sturgeons. A spokesperson
for the Penang State Fisheries
Department said two importers claimed
the consignment from the cargo
complex at the airport but the shipment
did not have accompanying CITES
permits. The two importers were fined
RM2,000 (~$500 USD) for violating
CITES regulations. 
Source: New Straits Times 11 July 2007

SMUGGLED REPTILES DETECTED IN
GARDEN GNOMES 

In June, two attempts to smuggle
snakes and lizards into Australia by mail
were foiled by Customs and Australian
Quarantine and Inspection Service
(AQIS) officers. In the first attempt, two
snakes and three lizards were concealed
in the hollow areas of three ceramic
garden gnomes. In the second attempt,
five snakes and five lizards were hidden
in pottery figures and ornaments. Both
packages had been sent from the United
Kingdom and had been declared as gifts.
As a result of the detections, Customs
investigators accompanied by AQIS

executed warrants and searched houses
in nearby communities and
investigations into the illegal
importations are continuing. Under
Australia’s Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act of 1999
the maximum penalty for smuggling
wildlife is imprisonment for up to 10
years and/or a fine of up to $110,000.
Because of quarantine concerns, AQIS
euthanized the reptiles
Australian Customs Media Release 19 June 2007 

WILD DOLPHINS FREED FROM
AMUSEMENT PARK BY PROFEPA,
MORE DOLPHINS SEIZED IN 
MEXICO CITY.

On June 26th, the General Attorney
for the Protection of the Environment

(PROFEPA) in Mexico released six
bottlenose dolphins Tursiops truncatus in
the Gulf of Mexico. These six dolphins had
been illegally captured by the company
CONVIMAR which owns a number of
amusement parks in Mexico. Two more
bottlenose dolphins were seized by
PROFEPA at another amusement park,
Acuario Atlantis, in Mexico City. The
dolphins were moved to a different facility
until authorities can determine if the
necessary legal conditions were complied
with when the animals were taken from
the wild. If shown to be illegally caught,
these two dolphins will be released back
into the wild. 
PROFEPA web notice, Mexico City, 27 June 2007
(www.profepa.gob.mx)

TORTOISES SUCCESSFULLY
REPATRIATED TO INDIA

In early July, more than 500 Indian
Star Tortoises Geochelone elegans were
returned home to India after being
seized at the Kuala Lumpur International
Airport in April. The tortoises will be
checked to confirm their health and will
then be returned to the wild. India has
banned the export of Star Tortoises due
to the negative impact of trade on the
species population. In recent years, the
smuggling of the species from Chennai,
India to Malaysia has become a common
trade route, with numerous enforcement
interceptions, often involving several
hundred animals per shipment.
New Straight Times Online 5 July 2007

PROFEPA CLOSES MEXICO CITY
PLANT MARKET 

The Mexico Metropolitan Zone
division of the General Attorney for the
Protection of the Environment seized 103
wild plant specimens, including elephant
foot palms Beaucarnea recurvata up to
three meters in height, with an estimated
age of 100 years, and stool plants
Dasyrilion sp. up to two meters in height
and approximately 80 years old. The seizure
took place at the Madre Selva plant market,
which is the largest and most important
plant market in Mexico City. Article 122 of
the General Wildlife Law in Mexico,
establishes that those who illegally possess
or trade endangered plant species are
subject to fines that ranging from 50 to
50,000 times the minimal daily wage and
potential imprisonment of five to ten years.
www.profepa.gob.mx 3 April 2007
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Enforcement
Successes in the

NEWSNEWS

TRAFFIC North
America continues
to monitor reports
of wildlife trade
news, events and
prosecutions in
North America
and around the
globe. A sampling
is presented here
to highlight trends
in wildlife trade
and conservation. 

Australian Customs and quarantine officers have
found a range of snakes and lizards inside
shipments of garden gnomes and pottery figures.  
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FANCY FURRIER FINED                                                   

In October 2006, enforcement
officers in the United Kingdom’s
Metropolitan Police Wildlife Crime Unit
conducted a raid on a premier London
fur store that had been featured in
Vogue magazine. Eight fur coats were
confiscated, made from endangered
species including snow leopard,
Eurasian lynx, tiger and ocelot. In the
subsequent court case, Michael Moosah,
owner of the store Gale Furs, was fined
£900 (approximately $1800 USD) by
the Horseferry Road Magistrates Court
after pleading guilty to trading the skins
illegally. The maximum fine for the
crime could have been five years
imprisonment and a £5,000 fine
(approximately $10,000 USD). 
WWF UK and IFAW UK Press Release 9 July 2007

RHINO HORN TRADED FOR
TRADITIONAL MEDICINE USE IN THE
UNITED STATES

A Portland, Oregon man has pleaded
guilty to unlawfully selling shavings from
the horn of a Black Rhinoceros Diceros
bicornis for purported “medicinal” use at
a shop known as Far East Trading, in
downtown Portland. The sale was a
violation of the U.S. Endangered Species
Act. Morteza Aleali, owner of Far East
Trading, pleaded guilty in federal court
before The Honorable James A. Redden.
Sentencing has yet to take place but a
misdemeanor violation of the
Endangered Species Act could carry a
sentence of up to one year in jail and a
fine of up to $100,000. 

The identification of Black
Rhinoceros shavings resulted from
genetic analysis at the National Fish and
Wildlife Forensics Laboratory in Ashland,
Oregon. The sample was the first
instance in the United States in which
material offered as “rhino horn” was
identified as being from a Black Rhino. 

Before 1900, millions of Black
Rhinos occurred throughout most of
sub-Saharan Africa, but between 1970
and 1992, rhino populations declined 96
percent. Black Rhinos went extinct in
many range states, and by 1992, only
2,300 individuals survived in seven
countries. Since then, intense law
enforcement efforts have helped the
population to recover to approximately
3,100 individuals.
The investigation was conducted by Special
Agents of the Fish and Wildlife Service and
prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Dwight
C. Holton.
US Fish and Wildlife Service News Release 26 June
2007

WILD GINSENG CASE PROSECUTED
An investigation into wild American

ginseng trade Panax quinquefolius,
conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Office of Law Enforcement in
cooperation with the Kentucky
Department of Agriculture, resulted in
the sentencing of seven individuals in
the United States District Court, Eastern
Division, with fines totaling more than
$56,000. Engaging in the interstate
commerce of unlawfully purchased
wild ginseng is a violation of the U.S.
Lacey Act.

The investigation also documented
that the most common violations
consisted of dealers buying ginseng
outside the established state ginseng

season and submitting false documents
to conceal those out-of-season
purchases. Kentucky is the largest
supplier of wild ginseng in the United
States. In Kentucky, the ginseng digging
season opens 15 August of each year and
the selling season opens 1 September.
Seasons are established to ensure that
ginseng plants reach maturity each year
and produce seeds prior to being
harvested, to ensure sustainability of the
wild ginseng population. A high
percentage of Kentucky’s ginseng is
exported to Southeast Asia, where it is
used in the medicinal trade. 
US Fish and Wildlife News Release 10 July 2007

DANGEROUS PET KILLS KEEPER
On June 4th, a keeper of several

exotic pets was killed by a captive tiger
housed at a meat packaging facility in
Mexico City. As a result of this tragedy, the
tiger and a lion were seized as a
precaution by PROFEPA and were
transported to a zoo in Mexico City. The
tiger died from respiratory failure while in
transit due to complications of anesthesia.
The lion is being cared for at the zoo.
During the same investigation, a CITES
Appendix I listed macaw and an
endangered black iguana were also seized.
These animals were taken to a Wildlife
Integration Center by Environmental
Ministry (SEMARNAT) authorities.
PROFEPA web bulletin Mexico City, 4 June 2007,
www.profepa.gob.mx

DNA TECHNIQUES HELP
ENFORCEMENT AGENTS SOLVE CASE

In May 2007, Environment Canada
Wildlife Enforcement Officers in

The owner of an upscale London fur shop plead
guilty to trading in the skins of endangered
species, including snow leopard, Eurasian lynx,
ocelots and tigers-all species included on either
Appendix I or II of CITES.
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Wildlife enforement officers in Canada were
able to use DNA analysis to identify a shipment
smuggled in as "dried fish bellies" as actually
containing dried meat from the CITES Appendix
I-listed Peacock Soft-shelled Turtle.
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Rhino horns are comprised of keratin fibers and
are used traditionally in Asia to alleviate fever.
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Vancouver conducted an examination of
a shipment declared as “dried fish
bellies” from Hong Kong. The officers
suspected that the items in question
were actually pieces of dried sea turtle
meat, as they appeared to be very
similar to a dried sea turtle meat
specimen in Environment Canada’s
reference collection that had been
obtained in the 1980’s. 

Samples of the suspect meat were
sent to the Natural Resources DNA
Profiling and Forensics Centre at Trent
University, Peterborough, Ontario. DNA
analysis showed that the meat was in
fact from a peacock soft-shelled turtle
Aspideretes hurum that occurs in India
and Bangladesh. This is a threatened
species listed in CITES Appendix I. A
sample of the Environment Canada
reference specimen was also sent for
DNA analysis and was found to be from
a Ganges soft-shelled turtle Aspidertes
gangeticus and not from a sea turtle as
originally thought. The Ganges soft-
shelled turtle is also listed threatened,
occurs in India and Bangladesh and is
listed in CITES Appendix I.

The importer of the dried turtle
meat has been charged and Environment
Canada passed the exporter’s
information to the Hong Kong
authorities via Interpol. 
Personal communication with Environment
Canada, Pacific and Yukon Region to TRAFFIC
North America.

SPERM WHALE TEETH SMUGGLING 
In April, Martin Schneider, of

Pennsylvania pleaded guilty to importing
hundreds of Sperm Whale Physeter
macrocephalus teeth from the United
Kingdom into the United States starting in
approximately 1995. Schneider is charged
with several different counts including
violations of the U.S. Lacey Act, the U.S.
Endangered Species Act, and the U.S.
Marine Mammal Protection Act. Schneider
illegally smuggled the whale teeth into the
United States by concealing the teeth in
and amongst other goods he imported. He
then resold the whale teeth for more than
$540,000. If convicted, Schneider faces a
maximum possible sentence of 17 years
imprisonment, a 3 year period of
supervised release, and a $950,000 fine.
Forfeiture of all proceeds from and all
property involved in the offenses also may
be ordered. 

Lewis Eisenberg, Schneider’s
customer, pleaded guilty to three counts
stemming from his illegal purchase of
Sperm whale teeth also in violation of
the U.S. Lacey Act, the U.S. Endangered
Species Act, and the U.S. Marine Mammal
Protection Act. Eisenberg is a former
director of The Whalers Village Museum
in Maui, Hawaii. Eisenberg faces a
maximum statutory sentence of 7 years
imprisonment, a 3 year period of
supervised release and a $450,000 fine.

The case was investigated by Special
Agents from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and the Bureau of
Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
Department of Homeland Security. 
Department of Justice News Release 26 April 2007

ILLEGAL IVORY INVESTIGATED IN
CANADA

Environment Canada has laid four
charges against Yuk Ming Ho of
Richmond, British Columbia for alleged
violations of the Wild Animal and Plant
Protection and Regulation of
International and Interprovincial Trade
Act (WAPPRIITA). The charges stem from
an investigation by Environment
Canada’s Wildlife Enforcement Division,
Pacific and Yukon Region. It is alleged
that in March 2005, Mr. Ho unlawfully
imported into Canada African elephant
ivory which had been exported from
Hong Kong without a CITES permit. 
Environment Canada News Release 12 October 2007

RAPTOR EGG SMUGGLING CASE
SENTENCED

In June, Jeffrey Andrew Diaz,
operator of a bird abatement business
which uses captive raptors to scare
nuisance birds from client sites, was
sentenced to prison in the Northern
District of California for smuggling
Eurasian Eagle Owl Bubo bubo eggs into
the United States from Austria. Diaz
pleaded guilty in November 2006 to two
counts of smuggling and two counts of
making false statements on customs
declarations. According to court
documents, Diaz made two trips from
Austria to the United States in 2005,
during which he smuggled a total of 12
Eurasian Eagle Owl eggs into the
country by concealing them in Easter
baskets and failing to declare them to
customs officials. The Eurasian Eagle Owl
is listed on Appendix II of CITES.

Diaz was sentenced to 21 months in
prison, a $5,000 fine, and three years of
supervised release. Additionally a
prohibition forbids him to have contact
with any bird requiring a permit,
including raptors, during the supervised
release period. The case was prosecuted
by Assistant U.S. Attorney D. Michael
Nerney of the Northern District of
California and Robert S. Anderson of the
Justice Department’s Environmental
Crimes Section. 
Department of Justice News Release 26 June 2007

After pleading guilty in Richmond Provincial Court, British Columbia, Canada to illegally importing over
30,000 pieces of African elephant ivory, the defendant was also ordered to pay a $9,000 fine as well as
an additional $9,000 to TRAFFIC to support programs for the conservation of the African elephant.
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The following reports were
published in 2007 by the
TRAFFIC Network. Reports
can be found at
www.traffic.org. 

Trade measures - tools to promote the
sustainable use of NWFP? Non-wood
Forest Products Working Document
#6. Markus Bürgener. August 2007. 

Turning the tide: Exploitation, trade
and management of marine turtles in
the Lesser Antilles, Central America,
Colombia and Venezuela. Amie
Bräutigam and Karen L. Eckert. June
2007. 

Catching on? Trade-related measures
as a fisheries management tool. M.
Lack. March 2007.

Trading tails: Russian salmon fisheries
and East Asian markets. Clark, S.
November 2007.

Taming the tiger trade: China’s
markets for wild and captive tiger
products since the 1993 domestic
trade ban. Nowell, K. and Xu,Ling.
March 2007.

Western Pacific Workshop on Policy,
Enforcement and Sustainable Trade
for the CITES Appendix II – listed
Humphead/Napoleon Wrasse,
Cheilinus undulatus 5 - 7 June 2006.
WWF Hong Kong, Agriculture, Fisheries
and Conservation Department Hong
Kong SAR, IUCN and TRAFFIC. February
2007.

Forestry, governance and national
development: Lessons learned from a
logging boom in southern Tanzania.
Milledge, S. A. H., Ised K. Gelvas, I. G. and
Ahrends, A. May 2007.

Opportunity or threat: the role of the
European Union in global wildlife
trade. Maylynn Engler and Rob Parry-
Jones.June 2007. 

Universal caviar labelling
requirements. TRAFFIC brochure on
caviar labelling requirements.
Brochure available in English, French,
German, Dutch and Italian. 
February 2007.

Black gold: The caviar trade in
western Europe. TRAFFIC Factsheet 
on caviar labeling. Leaflet in English,
French, German and Italian.  
February 2007.

The Great Salmon Run: Competition
Between Wild and Farmed Salmon.
Knapp,G., C.Roheim and J.Anderson.
March 2007. 

Tourists, turtles and trinkets: a look at
the trade in marine turtle products in
the Dominican Republic and
Colombia. Adrian Reuter and Crawford
Allan. 12pp. February 2007.

A matter of attitude: The consumption
of wild animal products in Ha Noi,
Viet Nam. Bina Venkataraman (Comps).
August 2007.

Trade in Natural Resources in Stung
Treng Province Cambodia. Singh, S.,
Boonratana, R., Bezuijen, M. &
Phonvisay, A. July 2007.

Trade in Natural Resources in Attapeu
Province Lao. Singh, S., Boonratana, R.,
Bezuijen, M. & Phonvisay, A. July 2007.

NEW TRAFFIC NETWORK PUBLICATIONSNEW TRAFFIC NETWORK PUBLICATIONS
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TRAFFIC works to
ensure that trade
in wild plants
and animals is
not a threat to
the conservation
of nature.

WANTED:
YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS!

This will be the LAST hard copy version of the
TRAFFIC Report that you will receive. As indicated in
the May 2007 issue, TRAFFIC North America will be

instead distributing an e-newsletter in order to reach
more people with wildlife trade news and save

important natural resources.

Please send your email address to us at tna@wwfus.org 
and watch out for the next edition of the TRAFFIC REPORT 

in your inbox instead of your mailbox in a few months! 

To obtain information on specific CITES notifications, please contact the CITES Secretariat, United Nations
Environment Programme, 15, chemin des Anemones, Case Postale 456, 1219 Chatelaine, Geneva, Switzerland.
Email: cites@unep.ch Web Site: www cites.org


