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TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring 
network, is the leading non-governmental 
organization working globally on trade in 
wild animals and plants in the context of both 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable 
development. It is a strategic alliance of WWF 

TRAFFIC was established in 1976 and has developed 
into a global network, research-driven and action-
oriented, committed to delivering innovative and practical 
conservation solutions based on the latest information.

MISSION STATEMENT
TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, works 
to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a 
threat to the conservation of nature.

TRAFFIC’S VISION
TRAFFIC’s vision  is of a world in which trade in wild 
plants and animals is managed at sustainable levels 
without damaging the integrity of ecological systems and 
in such a manner that it makes a significant contribution 
to human needs, supports local and national economies 
and helps to motivate commitments to the conservation 
of wild species and their habitats.

To receive printed copies of these and other 
reports, please contact

E-mail: traffic@traffic.org
or

TRAFFIC, Head Office
219a Huntingdon Road, 
Cambridge CB3 0DL, UK
Tel:  +44 (0)1223 277427
Fax:  +44 (0)1223 277237

PLEASE NOTE:
there is a charge to cover postage and handling costs 
for hard copies, and to cover photocopying for out-of-
print reports.

Reports available as PDFs can be downloaded free 
of charge at:
www.traffic.org

Last updated October 2014
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Análisis de Sinergias entre la Aplicación 
de las Leyed, la Gobernanza y el Comercio 
Forestal e iniciativas afines en Brasil, 
Colombia, Ecuador y Perú 
(PDF, 3 MB) 
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry29.pdf

José Miguel Orozco Muñoz,
Blady Nhaydú Bohórquez C.
2014. 87pp
ISBN 978 1 85850 358 5
Edition:Spanish
Published by: TRAFFIC International

El objetivo del presente estudio es desarrollar el 
análisis de sinergias entre la aplicación de las leyes, 
la gobernanza y el comercio forestal (componentes 
del Plan de Acción FLEGT de la Unión Europea -PA-
FLEGT-) e iniciativas afines como marcos de política 
nacionales, REDD+, Ley Lacey, TLC y otros en Brasil, 
Colombia, Ecuador y Perú

Análise de Sinergias entre a Aplicação das 
Leis, Governança e o Comércio Forestal 
e iniciativas afins no Brasil, Colõmbia, 
Equador y Peru 
(PDF, 3 MB) 
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry30.pdf

José Miguel Orozco Muñoz,
Blady Nhaydú Bohórquez C. 
2013. 87pp
ISBN 978 1 85850 361 5
Edition: Portuguese
Published by: TRAFFIC International

O objetivo do presente estudo é desenvolver a análise 
de sinergias entre a aplicação das leis, a governança 
e o comércio florestal (componentes do Plano de Ação 
FLEGT da União Europeia PA-FLEGT) e iniciativas 
afins, tais como marcos de política nacionais, REDD+, 
Lei Lacey, Tratados de Livre Comércio e outros no 
Brasil, Colômbia, Equador e Peru.

An Analysis of Trade in Five CITES-listed 
Taxa
(PDF 782 KB)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry31.pdf

Sarah Ferriss
2014

REPORTS
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TIMBER CATALOGUE

Tendencias de la gobernanza forestal en 
Colombia, Ecuador y Perú 
http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/public-flegt/blog/tendencias-de-la-
gobernanza-forestal-en-colombia-ecuador-y-per%C3%BA,

Orozco, José Miguel; Mogrovejo, Pablo; 
Jara Luis Fernando; Sanchez, 
Angel; Buendia, Braulio; Dumet, 
Rebeca and Bohórquez, Nhaydú.  
June 2014. 148pp..
Edition: Brazilian and Portuguese

This report contributes to monitoring the impact and 
effectiveness of European Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT)-related policy 
measures in South America

Evaluation and Scoping of EU Timber 
Importers from South America 
English edition: (PDF, 11 MB) 
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry28.pdf
Spanish edition: (PDF, 5.2 MB)
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry28 .pdf

R. Oliver. 
2013. 66pp.
ISBN 978 1 85850 358 5 (English edition)
ISBN 978 1 85850 359 2 (Spanish edition)
Published by: TRAFFIC

This report contributes to monitoring the impact and 
effectiveness of European Forest Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade (FLEGT)-related policy 
measures in South America.

Exporting in a Shifting Legal Landscape 
(PDF, 1.4 MB)
www.traffic.org/non-traffic/non-traffic_pub14.pdf

George White, Chen Hin Keong
January 2013. 44pp.
Edition: English, Malaysian, Chinese, 
Vietnamese and Indonesian
Published by: 
WWF Global Forest and Trade Network 
(GFTN) and TRAFFIC

This guide to legal exports is aimed at companies that 
export, or intend to export, forest products to the US 
market. It is designed to allow companies to assess 
their own performance and offers advice on how they 
can meet the needs of customers in the USA—who are 
required to know that the forest products they import 
have been legally harvested and traded.

REVIEW OF TRADE IN

MERBAU FROM

MAJOR RANGE

STATES

TONG P.S., CHEN, H.K.,
HEWITT, J.,AND AFFRE A.

A TRAFFIC SOUTHEAST ASIA REPORT

Published by:
TRAFFIC and Chatham House (London, UK).

This paper, prepared for a workshop at Chatham 
House on 12–13 December 2013, analyses trade in 
five timber-producing taxa listed in the appendices to 
CITES. It provides an overview of the trade in these 
taxa during the last decade – both globally and into the 
European Union (EU) – as well as a snapshot of illegal 
trade.
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The State of WildlifeTrade
in China
Information on the trade in wild animals and
plants in China 2007

中国野生动植物贸易状况
2007年中国野生动植物资源贸易信息

Trade in Dalbergia nigra and the European 
Union 
(PDF, 1.8 MB)
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry26.pdf

Victoria Taylor, Katalin Kecse-Nagy, 
Thomas Osborn
June 2012. 24pp.
ISBN 978 1 85850 355 4
Published by: TRAFFIC

Native to the eastern parts of Brazil, the Brazilian 
Rosewood Dalbergia nigra is one species of a genus 
comprising more than 100 species. The wood of D. 
nigra is very valuable and highly priced, being used 
for luxury furniture, in cabinet making, cutlery handles, 
etc. It is also highly sought after for the manufacture of 
musical instruments.

Catálogo de Productos y Empresas 
Certificadas en el Ecuador.  

May 2012
Edition: Spanish
Published by: The Oficina Nacional del FSC en 
Ecuador, CEFOVE, with the support of TRAFFIC.

Precious Woods: Exploitation of the Finest 
Timber 

Anna Jenkins, Neil Bridgland, 
Rachel Hembery, Ulrich Malessa, James 
Hewitt, Chen Hin Keong
2012. 62pp.
Prepared by:TRAFFIC; 
Published by: Chatham House

This report focuses attention on precious woods known 
and traded and the subsequent conservation and related 
social issues that are common and particular to this 
group of species. Its definition of “precious” considers 
the perspective of indigenous peoples and it refers to the 
proative exclusion of illegal wood from supply chains as 
being good for business.
Chatham House Workshop: Tackling the Trade in Illegal 
Precious Woods, 23-24 April 2012. Background Paper 1

Enhancing Customs Collaboration to 
Combat the Trade in Illegal Timber 
http://www.responsibleasia.org/?p=986

Henry Scheyvens, 
Federico López-Casero.
Key contributor: Chen Hin Keong 
January 2010

Published by: Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES), 
in partnership with TRAFFIC.

The goal of this review is to assist Customs and timber 
trade- regulating agencies in their efforts to improve 
control over the international tropical timber trade

WWF’s Global Forest & Trade NetWork. 
Common Framework for Assessing 
Legality of Forestry Operations, Timber 
Processing and Trade. 
(554 KB)
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry24.pdf

June 2009
Published by: WWF

An introduction to the Framework by TRAFFIC, WWF 
and consultants

The Role of CITES in Controlling the 
International Trade in Forest Products: 
Implications for Sustainable Forest 
Management. 
(PDF, 700 KB) 
http://www.traffic.org/non-traffic/non-traffic_pub20.pdf

Teresa Mulliken. 
2009.
Published by: Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

Non-Wood Forest Products Working Document N° 7. 

The State of Wildlife Trade 
in China
Information on the trade in wild animals and 
plants in China 2008

中国野生动植物贸易状况
2008年中国野生动植物资源贸易信息
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Review of Trade in Merbau from Major 
Range States 
(900 Kb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry19.pdf

Tong P.S., Chen, H.K., Hewitt, J., Affre A.
March 2009. 128pp.
ISBN 978 9 83339 317 6
Published by: TRAFFIC Southeast Asia

This study investigates the international trade in merbau 
timber and provides scientific data on the population 
status, harvest management and trade in these species. 
The report offers recommendations to promote the 
sustainable management of harvest and trade in 
merbau, particularly in the range States of Papua New 
Guinea, Indonesia and Malaysia, but also in selected 
merbau-consuming countries.

Lost in Transit. Export and Import Protocols 
as Contributors to Discrepancies in 
International Timber Trade Data

Chen, H.K.
November 2008. 158pp.
ISBN 978 1 858 50239 7
Published by: TRAFFIC International.

Alignment of the type of information required by 
Customs in exporting and importing countries and 
territories would be an obvious measure to use in the 
interests of closer control of the timber trade.  This report 
focuses on how far from alignment current practice is 
and provides recommendations for addressing the gap. 

The State of Wildlife Trade in China: 
Information on the Trade in Wild Animals 
and Plants in China 2008 
(PDF, 2.5 MB)
www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_gen34.pdf

Edited by: Xu Hongfa, James Compton. 
Editors & Compilers: 
Priscilla Jiao, Richard Thomas
2010. 35pp. 
Published by: 
TRAFFIC East Asia China Programme

Third edition of an annual series on emerging trends 
in China’s wildlife trade that aim to highlight wildlife 
trade trends in threatened and at-risk wildlife, with an 
emphasis on the impact of China’s trade on globally 
important biodiversity “hotspots”.

OPPORTUNITY OR THREAT

THE ROLE OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION IN

GLOBAL WILDLIFE TRADE

MAYLYNN ENGLER
AND

ROB PARRY-JONES

A TRAFFIC EUROPE REPORT

TRADING NATURE

A report, with 
case studies, on 
the contribution 
of wildlife trade 

management 
to sustainable 

livelihoods and 
the Millennium 

Development Goals

TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, works to ensure that 
trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat to the conservation 
of nature.  It has offices covering most parts of the world and is a 
joint programme of WWF and IUCN – the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature

TRAFFIC International
219a Huntingdon Road
Cambridge CB3 0DL
UK

tel.  +44 1223 277427
fax.  +44 1223 277237

www.traffic.org

This document has been
financed by the Swedish
International Development
Agency, Sida.

Sida does not necessarily share the
views expressed in this material. 
Responsibility for its contents rests
entirely with its author.

WWF is one of the world’s 
largest and most experienced 
independent conservation 
organizations, with almost 
5 million supporters and a 

global network active in more 
than 100 countries.

 
WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation 
of the planet’s natural environment and 
to build a future in which humans live in 

harmony with nature, by:

-   conserving the world’s biological diversity
-   ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is  

sustainable
-   promoting the reduction of pollution and 

wasteful consumption.
 
Global Species Programme
WWF International
Avenue du Mont-Blanc
1196 Gland, Switzerland

Tel :  +41 22 364 9111
Fax : +41 22 364 0640

www.panda.org/species

by Dilys Roe

traffic-cover.indd   1 5/6/08   7:07:46 AM
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What’s Driving the Wildlife 
Trade?
A Review of Expert Opinion on Economic 
and Social Drivers of the Wildlife Trade 
and Trade Control Efforts in Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, and Vietnam

October 2008

TRAFFIC International
219a Huntingdon Road
Cambridge CB3 0DL, UK. 
 
Telephone: (44) 1223 277427
Facsimile: (44) 1223 277237
E-mail:   traffic@traffic.org

Rural Development, Natural Resources and Environment 
East Asia and Pacific Region

THE WORLD BANK
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20433, USA

Telephone: 202 473 1000
Facsimile: 202 522 1666
E-mail:  worldbank.org/eapenvironment
  worldbank.org/eaprural
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The State of Wildlife Trade in China: 
Information on the Trade in Wild Animals 
and Plants in China 2007 
(2.3 Mb) 
http://www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_gen26.pdf

Edited by Xu Hongfa, Craig Kirkpatrick. 
November 2008. 35pp. 
Published by: TRAFFIC East Asia 

Contains an article on timber trade trends between 
China and Africa.

What's Driving the Wildlife Trade?  A Review 
of Expert Opinion on Economic and Social 
Drivers of the Wildlife Trade and Trade 
Control Efforts in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 
PDR and Vietnam 
(3.0 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_gen24.pdf	
http://www.worldbank.org/eapenvironment

October 2008. 103pp.
Published by: Region Sustainable 
Development Department, World Bank, 
Wahington, DC. and TRAFFIC International

A report examining the motivations for wildlife trade in 
general.

Biodiversity: My Hotel in Action 
(3.2 Mb) 
www.traffic.org/non-traffic/IUCN-hotel-guide.pdf

October 2008
Published by: IUCN

A guide aimed at hotel managers and owners of small 
and large hotels, providing information on sustainable 
use of resources, including timber for hotel furniture and 
construction. 

Trading Nature: the Contribution of Wildlife 
Trade Management to Sustainable Livelihoods 
and the Millennium Development Goals 
(3.1 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_gen19.pdf

Compiled by: Dilys Roe 
2008. 84pp. 
ISBN: 978 1 85850 237 3. 
Published by: TRAFFIC International and 
WWF International.

A report, with case studies, on the contribution of wildlife 
trade management to sustainable livelihoods and the 
Millennium Development Goals. 

Opportunity or Threat? The Role of the 
European Union in Global Wildlife Trade 
(1.4 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_trade15.pdf

Maylynn Engler, Rob Parry-Jones. 
June 2007. 52pp. 
ISBN 978 2 93049 004 5
Published by: TRAFFIC Europe

A report examining the role of this major market in world 
wildlife trade, including trade in timber—of which the EU 
imported an amount worth over EUR1.3 billion in 2005.  
The Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 
(FLEGT) process demonstrates how action from the EU 
can be galvanized towards eliminating illegal logging by 
supporting governance in range States.

Trade Measures – Tools to Promote the 
Sustainable Use of NWFP? 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/k0457e/k0457e00.pdf

Markus Burgener, 
(TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa), 
under the supervision of 
Sven Walter, 
(FAO, Forest Products Division, 
Non-Wood Forest Products Programme). 
May 2007. 135pp. 

Non-Wood Forest Products Working Document No.6

The State of Wildlife Trade in China: 
Information on the Trade in Wild Animals 
and Plants in China 2006
 (1.4 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_trade14.pdf 

Edited by 
Xu Hongfa, Craig Kirkpatrick. 
September 2007. 20pp. 
Published by: TRAFFIC East Asia 

Contains the article “Keeping it legal: the timber trade in 
China”.

Forestry, Governance and National 
Development: Lessons Learned from a 
Logging Boom in Southern Tanzania 
(4.8 Mb) 
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry12.pdf

Simon A.H. Milledge, Ised K. Gelvas, 
Antje Ahrends. 
February 2007. 250pp. 
Edition: Swahili, Japanese, Chinese, English
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TIMBER CATALOGUE

ISBN 1 85850 224 1.
ISBN 978 1 85850 224 3
Reprint ISBN 978 1 85850 232 8
Published by: TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa 

This study of contemporary timber trade has provided 
a revealing example of how governance shortfalls in 
the forestry sector can ultimately affect the prospects 
for achieving national economic growth and poverty 
objectives. Whilst numerous opportunities and benefits 
of timber trade have been, and continue to be, realized, 
this report illustrates how poor forestry governance 
directly undermines two clusters of the 2005 National 
Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty (NSGRP).

Forestry, Governance and National 
Development: Lessons Learned from a 
Logging Boom in Southern Tanzania.      
An Overview 
(1.6 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry5.pdf

Simon A.H. Milledge, Ised K. Gelvas, 
Antje Ahrends. 
February 2007. 16pp. 
ISBN 0 98025 421 3.
ISBN 978 0 98025 421 1
Reprint ISBN 978 1 85850 233 5
Published by: TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa

Manual de Procedimientos Administrativos 
para el Aprovechamiento, Transporte 
y Exportación de la Caoba Swietenia 
macrophylla en el Perú 
(Manual on Administrative Procedures for the 
Exploitation in Transport and Export of Mahogany in 
Peru) 

2006. 76pp 
Edition: Spanish.
Published by: TRAFFIC South America, 
WWF-Peru and INRENA. 

Contact: TRAFFIC South America

The Role of CITES in Combating Illegal 
Logging—Current and Potential 
(935 Kb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry14.pdf

Chen Hin Keong 
July 2006. 47pp. 
Edition: English, Japanese and Spanish.
ISBN 1 85850 221 7

THE ROLE OF
CITES IN
COMBATING
ILLEGAL
LOGGING ~

CURRENT AND
POTENTIAL

Chen Hin Keong

TRAFFIC International

July 2006

TRAFFIC Online Report Series

No. 13

This report was published 
with the kind support of

TRAFFIC
R

        

FORESTRY, GOVERNANCE AND 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT:
LESSONS LEARNED FROM A 

LOGGING BOOM IN SOUTHERN
TANZANIA

Simon A. H. Milledge 
Ised K. Gelvas 
Antje Ahrends 

United Republic of Tanzania 
MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND TOURISM 

DPG
Tanzania Development 

Partners Group 

The State of Wildlife Trade  
in China
Information on the trade in wild animals and 
plants in China 2006

中国野生动植物贸易状况
2006年中国野生动植物资源贸易信息
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ISBN 978 1 85850 221 2
Published by: TRAFFIC International 

A report examining optimization of the links between 
CITES and measures to control illegal logging at national 
level. 

Bridging the Gap: Linking Timber Trade 
with Infrastructural Development in 
Southern Tanzania – Baseline Data Before 
Completion of Mkapa Bridge 
(2.4 Mb) 
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry2.pdf

Simon A.H. Milledge, Bariki K. Kaale. 
2005. 119pp. 
ISBN 0 95840 259 0
ISBN 978 0 95840 259 0
Published by: TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa. 

This study has documented valuable baseline 
information on timber trade dynamics from Miombo 
woodlands and coastal forests in southern Tanzania 
before completion of an important development project. 

CITES Identification Guide—Tropical Woods 
Yvan Lafleur 
2005. 43pp 
ISBN 986 00 4200 4
ISBN 978 9860 042009
Edition: Chinese.
Project by: Environment Canada and 
TRAFFIC East Asia.

A Malaysian Assessment of the World List 
of Threatened Trees 
(1.7 Mb) 
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry1.pdf

Chen Hin Keong. 
August 2004. 48pp.
Published by: TRAFFIC Southeast Asia

When published in 1998, The World List of Threatened 
Trees and Tree Conservation Database were not well 
received by the Government of Malaysia.  This report 
records reactions in Malaysia to the findings of these 
publications and attempts to understand these views.
Available online only.

Framing the Picture: an Assessment of 
Ramin Trade in Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Singapore 
(2.8 Mb) 
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry6.pdf

Lim Teck Wyn, Tonny Soehartono, 
Chen Hin Keong. 
August 2004. 129pp.
Published by TRAFFIC Southeast Asia

This report evaluates the effectiveness of 
implementation measures established in 2001 for 
CITES Appendix-III trade controls pertaining to ramin 
Gonystylus spp. in Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore.

Looking Under the Veneer. Implementation 
Manual on EU Timber Trade Control: 
Focus on CITES-Listed Trees 
(1.8 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry9.pdf

Alexandre Affre, Wolfgang Kathe, 
Caroline Raymakers. 
March 2004. 71pp 
Published by: TRAFFIC Europe

The European Union (EU) is an important destination 
and transit market for timber shipments from all over 
the world. These timber imports and re-exports involve 
many of the trees listed in the Appendices of CITES. 
This manual is addressed to authorities in charge of 
the implementation and enforcement of CITES timber 
listings in EU Member States. It was produced under 
contract to the European Commission, Brussels.

China's Wood Market, Trade and the 
Environment
(1.4 Mb) 
http://www.wwfchina.org/wwfpress/publication/forest/Chinawood.pdf

Zhu Chunquan, Rod Taylor, 
Feng Guoqiang
2004 63pp 
Published by: Science Press USA Inc.

This report, based partly on a study sponsored by 
TRAFFIC, explores the impact of logging in China and in 
those countries that supply China with wood.   

A Guide to the Identification of Timber for 
Export in the Russian Far East Region. 

2003. 54pp
Edition: Chinese.
Published by: TRAFFIC East Asia

 Contact: TRAFFIC East Asia 



10

TIMBER CATALOGUE

In Harmony with CITES? An Analysis 
of the Compatibility between Current 
Forestry Management Provisions and the 
Effective Implementation of CITES Listing 
for Timber Species in Malaysia 
(280 Kb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry8.pdf

Chen Hin Keong, Balu Perumal. 
2002. 40pp. 
ISBN 9 83992 464 8; ISBN 978 9 83992 464 0
Published by: TRAFFIC Southeast Asia

This report focuses on Malaysia as a case study country, 
to review the challenges to effective implementation of 
a CITES timber listing and to recommend approaches 
to overcome the obstacles to such implementation, both 
perceived and actual.

CITES Appendix III Implementation for Big-
leafed Mahogany Swietenia macrophylla 
(652 Kb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry4.pdf 

May 2002. 52pp. 
ISBN 1 85850 192 X
ISBN 978 1 85850 192 5 
Prepared by: TRAFFIC International.

Mahogany Matters: The US Market for Big-
leafed Mahogany and its Implications for 
the Conservation of the Species 
(780 Kb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry10.pdf

Christopher S Robbins 
October 2000. 58pp. 
Published by: TRAFFIC North America

This report documents the scope and scale of US 
demand for Big-leafed Mahogany and its conservation 
implications.

A Preliminary Assessment of Malawi's 
Woodcarving Industry 

Nina T. Marshall, David Mulolani, 
Louisa Sangalakula. 
June 2000.
Published by: TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa

Wildlife Trade in Russia and Central Asia 
Executive summary (192 Kb) 
http://www.traffic.org/general-reports/traffic_pub_trade11.pdf

Compiled by: Igor Chestin. 

In Harmony with CITES?
An analysis of the compatibility between current forestry

management provisions and the effective implementation of
CITES listing for timber species in Malaysia

By Chen Hin Keong and Balu Perumal

Giant Logging truck with logs, Brumas Sabah,WWFM/ Ken Scriven

British High Commission
Kuala Lumpur

 
 
 

Looking Under the Veneer 
IMPLEMENTATION MANUAL ON EU TIMBER TRADE CONTROL:  
FOCUS ON CITES-LISTED TREES* 

 
 
 

by Alexandre Affre, Wolfgang Kathe and Caroline Raymakers 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Document produced under a Service Contract with the European Commission 

Brussels, March 2004 
 

FRAMING THE PICTURE:

AN ASSESSMENT OF RAMIN
TRADE IN INDONESIA,

MALAYSIA AND SINGAPORE

BY

LIM TECK WYN

TONNY SOEHARTONO

CHEN HIN KEONG

A TRAFFIC SOUTHEAST ASIA REPORT

A MALAYSIAN
ASSESSMENT OF

THE WORLD LIST OF

THREATENED TREES

BY

CHEN HIN KEONG

A TRAFFIC SOUTHEAST ASIA REPORT

This report was published 
with the kind support of

SOUTHEAST ASIA
TRAFFIC

CITES
Appendix III
Implementation
for Big-leafed
Mahogany
Swietenia
macrophylla 

Prepared by
TRAFFIC

May 2002

TR A FF IC
R

TRAFFIC Online Report Series

No. 1

Mahogany
Matters:

The U.S. Market for 

Big-Leafed Mahogany 

And Its Implications 

For the Conservation 

Of the Species

Christopher S. Robbins

TRAFFIC
—NORTH AMERICA—



11

1998. 205pp. 
ISBN 5 75160 139 4
ISBN 978 5 75160 139 3 
Edition: English and Russian
Published by: TRAFFIC Europe

Wild Animals and Plants in Commerce in 
Russia and CIS Countries. 

A. Vaisman, V. Gorbatovsky, 
Y. Gorbunov, A. Poyarkov, A. Sorokin, 
P. Fomenko, A.Tsellarius. 
1999. 156pp. 
Edition: English and Russian
Published by: TRAFFIC Europe

CITES Appendix III and the Trade in Big-
leafed Mahogany
(80 Kb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry3.pdf 

Ximena Buitrón, Teresa Mulliken. 
June 1997. 24pp

In late 1995, Big-leafed Mahogany was listed in 
Appendix III of CITES, thereby requiring all shipments of 
timber from the species in Central and South America to 
be accompanied by documents verifying its origin. The 
report, which analyses the implementation of Appendix-
III listing during 1996, shows that countries have taken 
important steps to implement the listing, but some trade 
in Big-leafed Mahogany continues without appropriate 
documentation. 

El Apéndice III de CITES y el comercio de 
la caoba Swietenia macrophylla 

Ximena Buitrón, Teresa Mulliken. 
June 1997. 24pp. 
Edition: Spanish

CITES 1997 Series. 

CITES and Trees. The Facts and the 
Fiction 

Debra Callister, Steven Broad. 
1994. 
Prepared on behalf of WWF UK.

Hard Times for Hardwood: Indigenous 
Timber and the Timber Trade in Kenya 
(Scanned PDF, 2.9 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry17.pdf

Nina T. Marshall, Martin Jenkins 

August 1994. 53pp. 
ISBN 1 85850 048 6. 
ISBN 978 1 85850 048 6

This report documents the extent of the Kenyan trade 
in hardwoods and suggests solutions of international 
relevance in recommending the identification of 
alternative timber sources and development of 
sustainable supplies.

Illegal Tropical Timber Trade: Asia Pacific 
Debra J. Callister 
October 1992. 83pp. 
ISBN 0 94761 388 9.
ISBN 978 0 94761 388 9

Preliminary findings on illegal forestry practices that 
have resulted in the loss of millions of dollars in foreign 
exchange, uncollected forestry taxes and loss of forest 
resources.

JOURNALS AND 
ARTICLES
T R A F F I C  B u l l e t i n
The TRAFFIC Bulletin is the only journal devoted 
exclusively to wildlife trade issues. It provides news 
on the trade in wildlife resources, the latest in related 
legislation, investigations and seizures, and original 
reports.  The following issues contain feature articles 
concerning the wild meat trade.

Vol. 26, No.1 (April 2014)
(2 MB)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_26_1.pdf
Chocolate, chambira and chuncho - economic 
alternatives to wild meat: Cocoa harvesting and other 
sustainable initiatives provide conservation incentives 
for the Waorani communities in the Ecuadorian Amazon.
Detector dogs sniffing out illegal timber

Vol. 25, No.2 (October 2013)
(2 MB)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_25_2.pdf
Improving forest governance in Latin America (Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru)

Vol. 24, No.2 (October 2012)
(739 KB)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_24_2.pdf



12

TIMBER CATALOGUE

Non-timber forest products from Russian Far East: 
Conservation of Korean Pine Forest, Livelihoods, Tiger habitats

Vol. 24, No.1 (April 2012)
(3.3 MB)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_24_1.pdf
Forest law enforcement governance and trade (FLEGT) 
South America project

Vol. 23, No.3 (October 2011)
(3.5 MB)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_23_3.pdf
Orang Asli and wildlife conservation in the Belum-
Temengor Forest Complex, Malaysia

Vol. 22, No.2 (June 2009) 
(2.5 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_22_2.pdf
Article on illegal logging of rosewood in Madagascar

Vol.18, No.1 (September 1999) 
(1.6 Mb)
http://www.traffic.org/traffic-bulletin/traffic_pub_bulletin_18_1.pdf
Article on South Africa's woodcarving industry

I n f o  T R A F F I C
French language newsletter

Issue no. 9, December 2008
Includes articles about the Decisions of CBD CoP 
9, the 5th COMIFAC Minsiterial Meeting, and on the 
definition of legality of forestry products in trade. (La 
9ème session de la Conférence des Parties de la CDB ; 
la 5ème session ordinaire du Conseil des Ministres de la 
COMIFAC, et la commerce du bois en Afrique centrale 
et definition de la légalité du commerce des produits de 
bois)

Issue no. 8, December 2007
Includes update article about Global Forest and 
Trade Network (Critères et lignes de conduites pour la 
définition et la vérification de la légalité des bois produits 
en Afrique centrale: bilan du projet GFTN)

Issue no. 7, April 2007
Special edition on CITES CoP 14, including information 
on timber trade (Conférence des Parties à la CITES—
CdP14)

Issue no. 5, February 2006
Includes article about Sustainable Forest Management 
(Gestion durable et légale des forêts tropicales)
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B U L L E T I N

The journal of the TRAFFIC network disseminates information 
on the trade in wild animal and plant resources

T R A F F I C2
HAWKSBILL TURTLE 

TRADE IN  
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

IVORY IN THAILAND 
AND VIET NAM

TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, works to ensure 
that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.
It has offices covering most parts of the world and works in close
co-operation with the Secretariat of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

For further information contact:
The Executive Director
TRAFFIC International
219a Huntingdon Road
Cambridge CB3 0DL
UK

Telephone: (44) (0) 1223 277427
Fax: (44) (0) 1223 277237
Email: traffic@traffic.org
Website: www.traffic.org
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South Asia commits to regional co-operation in
controlling wildlife trade

The first Regional Workshop on
the South Asia Wildlife Trade
Initiative (SAWTI), organised by

the Nepal's Ministry of Environment,
Science and Technology, SACEP,
WWF-Nepal and TRAFFIC, the
wildlife trade monitoring network,
was held in Kathmandu, Nepal, from
31January - 1February 2008.

The workshop was attended by participants from all eight South
Asian countries - Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, who agreed to a series of
joint actions as part of a South Asia Wildlife Trade Initiative (SAWTI),
including the establishment of a South Asia Experts Group on
Wildlife Trade and the development of a South Asia Regional
Strategic Plan on Wildlife Trade (2008-2013). They also called upon
the international community to support action in South Asia by
providing financial and technical assistance in the implementation of
the regional plan.

Following SACEP's (South Asia Co-operative Environment
Programme) Governing Council Decision, participants in Kathmandu
agreed that the South Asia Wildlife Trade Initiative (SAWTI) and its
South Asia Regional Strategic Plan on Wildlife Trade will focus on a
number of key areas of work. These include co-operation and co-
ordination; effective legislation, policies and law enforcement; sharing
knowledge and effective dissemination of information; sustainability
of legal trade and livelihoods security; intelligence networks and early
warning systems; and capacity building.

SACEP Director-General Dr Arvind A. Boaz emphasised that regional
co-operation can provide the best solution for regional problems. “The
agreement reached on SAWTI puts in place the foundations for a co-
operative effort to crack down on illegal trade and to improve the
management of wildlife species that can be legally traded under
national laws in the region,” Boaz said.

TRAFFIC's Global Programme Co-ordinator, Roland Melisch said that
international co-operation and, in particular, regional co-operation is
absolutely essential in tackling the challenges of wildlife trade.

The Senior Officer, Anti-smuggling, fraud and organized crime, at the
CITES Secretariat, Mr John Sellar, very much welcomed this
Initiative. “We look forward to co-operating with SAWTI, which we
believe offers considerable potential in combating illegal trade in
wildlife, whilst also working to ensure that legal trade in wildlife is

Continued on page 2
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•

in controlling

wildlife trade

• - TRAFFIC

India launches new awareness

campaign

•

•

•

•

• on the trends in

illegal wildlife trade in India

South Asia commits to regional

co-operation

‘Don’t buy trouble’

Latest news

Peacock tail feather trade
study

'International Standard for
Sustainable Wild Collection
of Medicinal and Aromatic
Plants'

conducted by TRAFFIC
India

TRAFFIC India launches

in Uttarakhand

Indo-Bhutan 'Wildlife

Enforcement Training

Workshop

Indonesia tightens tortoise

trade regulations

' organised by

TRAFFIC India

• Indian Tiger's survival under

threat- Illegal wildlife trade one

of the major driving factors
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From the desk

Welcome to the first issue of
the 'TRAFFIC Post' - a quarterly
newsletter of TRAFFIC India.
This newsletter also marks the come
back of TRAFFIC India.

The TRAFFIC Network is a joint
conservation programme of

TRAFFIC was established in 1976, since
when it has developed into a worldwide network with a considerable
international reputation for helping to identify and address
conservation challenges linked to wildlife trade.

TRAFFIC came to India in 1991, operating as a division of WWF
India. It worked closely with the National and the State Governments
and various agencies to help study, monitor and influence action to
curb illegal wildlife trade. For various reasons, the office had to shut
down in 2002. It resumed work once again in December 2006.
WWF and TRAFFIC are committed to work together with government
agencies, NGOs, and all like minded individuals to curb illegal
wildlife trade that has become a growing threat to our natural
treasures.

As a specialist organisation monitoring wildlife trade issues, TRAFFIC
India has an important contribution to make in the country.

'TRAFFIC Post' is a TRAFFIC India's quarterly newsletter conceived to
highlight the burning issues related to illegal wildlife trade. It also
aims to update its readers on TRAFFIC India's efforts in this cause.
You can also look forward to reading about emerging issues on
wildlife trade trends through the sections called TRAFFIC 'Alert' and
'In Focus'.

We look forward to your valued inputs on how to make this
publication even better. Let's work together to help ensure that trade
in wild plants and animals is not a threat to the conservation of
nature in India.

Yours in conservation,
Ravi Singh
SG & CEO
WWF-India

WWF the
global conservation organization and
IUCN-The World Conservation Union.
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Issue no. 3, December 2003
Special edition about Forest Exploitation in West and 
Central Africa (Exploitation du bois d’oeuvre en Afrique 
de l’Ouest et centrale)

T R A F F I C  P o s t
TRAFFIC India Quarterly newsletter 

Issue no. 1, September 2007

Issue no. 3, March 2008
Issues containing information about illegal trade in logs 
of Red Sanders Pterocarpus santalinus, in Asia. 

T R A F F I C  a r t i c l e s  i n  o t h e r 
j o u r n a l s
ETFRN News 55 (March 2014)
http://www.etfrn.org/publications/linking+flegt+and+redd%2b+to+improv
e+forest+governance
Interactions between forest policy initiatives in Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru

Article by José Miguel Orozco Muñoz.

WWF-Ikea Partnership Newsletter (#2 2012)
http://www.wwf.se/nyhetsbrev/wwf-nyhetsbrev/1483029-wwfikea-2-
2012-common-principles
Common principles to increase understanding of legal 
requirements

Letras Verdes (No.10, Sept.–Dec. 2011)
http://www.flacsoandes.org/letrasverdes/dossier/146-huella-isotopica-
ipuede-el-analisis-forense-mejorar-el-control-forestal
Isotopic footprint: ¿does forensic analysis improve 
forest control? 

ETFRN News 52 (December 2010) 
Chainsaw milling: supplier to local 
markets
http://www.etfrn.org/etfrn/newsletter/news52/index.html
Forest communities and legal timber in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon
The 28 articles in this issue of ETFRN News 
cover 20 countries: seven in South America and the 
Caribbean (section 2); four in Asia (section 3); and nine 
in Africa (section 4), providing a good overview of the 
opportunities and challenges of chainsaw milling as a 
supplier to domestic and regional timber markets   
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Février 2006 - info TRAFFIC n° 5

Lettre d’information sur le commerce de la faune et de la flore sauvages

Est-il nécessaire de rappeler l’importance des
pays francophones d’Afrique de l’Ouest et
centrale en matière de commerce d’espèces
sauvages? Et pourtant, peu d’information en
français est mise à leur disposition ! 

info TRAFFIC est une lettre d’information
destinée aux nombreux acteurs francophones,
d’Afrique, principalement, qui travaillent dans
le domaine de la conservation de la nature.
Aujourd’hui, elle est publiée à 3000
exemplaires et diffusée gratuitement dans une
trentaine de pays à travers le monde. 

Les sujets d’actualité abordés concernent
une (ou plusieurs) région(s) francophone(s).
C’est notamment le cas des grands singes. La
déclaration qui leur est désormais consacrée et

qui a été adoptée, à Kinshasa, en septembre
dernier, marque une prise de conscience et,
espérons-le, un début d’engagement fort et
soutenu de la part de la communauté
internationale.

Pourtant, l’exemple de la saisie d’un bonobo,
en France, en décembre 2005, nous rappelle
que beaucoup reste encore à faire également
en matière de lutte contre le commerce illégal.

Enfin, avant de vous souhaiter une bonne
lecture, toute l’équipe de TRAFFIC Europe tient
à remercier le Ministère français des Affaires
Etrangères pour son soutien financier, sans
lequel la réalisation de ce numéro n’aurait pu
être possible.

edito

dans ce numéro

Grands singes, grands moyens
info TRAFFIC

est une publication de 
TRAFFIC Europe 

Bd E. Jacqmain, 90
B - 1000 Bruxelles

Tél: + 32 (0) 2 343 82 58
Fax: + 32 (0) 2 343 25 65
traffic@traffic-europe.com

www.traffic.org
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TRAFFIC est le réseau de
surveillance du commerce des

espèces de faune et de flore
sauvages. Sa mission est de

s’assurer que ce commerce ne
menace pas la conservation 

de la nature.

est un programme conjoint de EN BREF 2
• Gestion durable et légale des forêts tropicales 
• Nouvelles initiatives régionales pour lutter contre 
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• Afrique francophone et commerce de l’ivoire
DOSSIER 5
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• Le braconnage des gorilles dans le Parc 
National des Volcans
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Depuis plus de 25 ans, le réseau TRAFFIC n'a
cessé de se développer et de s'agrandir sur les
cinq continents. Programme conjoint du WWF
et de l'UICN - Union mondiale pour la nature -
TRAFFIC a pour mission de s'assurer que le 
commerce de la faune et de la flore sauvages
ne représente pas une menace à la 
conservation de la nature. Dans ce contexte,
TRAFFIC tient à partager ses expériences pour
élargir la prise de conscience des gouverne-
ments, commerçants et consommateurs de
l'impact d'un commerce non durable ou pire,
illégal, sur nos ressources naturelles tant au
niveau des forêts et de la pêche que dans 
l'application de la CITES (Convention sur le

commerce international des espèces de faune
et de flore sauvages menacées d'extinction).
C'est pourquoi, il y a trois ans, naissait 
info TRAFFIC, première lettre d'information du
réseau en français, qui fut accueillie avec
intérêt et enthousiasme, aussi bien en Europe
qu'en Afrique, dans les Caraïbes, ou encore
dans les océans Pacifique et Indien.
Enfin, avant de vous souhaiter une bonne 
lecture, toute l'équipe de TRAFFIC Europe tient
à remercier la Fondation Rufford Maurice Laing
pour son soutien financier sans lequel la 
réalisation de ce nouveau numéro n'aurait pu
être possible.

Jamais deux sans trois
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Lettre d’information sur le commerce de la faune et de la flore sauvages

Sommaire

La 9ème session de la Conférence des Parties de la CDB
La COMIFAC avait rendez-vous à Bangui
Un pas en avant pour la conservation de Prunus africana
Vente d’Ivoire : feu vert pour la Chine

Quelles priorités et objectifs pour TRAFFIC ?
Un programme pour compléter et renforcer nos actions de terrain
Vers la fédération des initiatives de gestion des ressources
transfrontalières partagées
Pour une approche sous régionale de la problématique
‘viande de brousse’
Vers un renforcement de la législation faunique au Cameroun
Commerce des éléphants : premiers pas pour une mise en œuvre
effective d’ETIS en Afrique centrale
Commerce du bois en Afrique centrale et definition de la légalité du
commerce des produits de bois

En brefEn bref

Saisies et poursuitesSaisies et poursuites

TRAFFIC : un nouveau programme en Afrique centraleTRAFFIC : un nouveau programme en Afrique centrale

TRAFFIC est
le réseau de surveillance

du commerce
international des espèces

de faune et de flore
sauvages.

Sa mission est de
s’assurer que ce

commerce ne menace
pas la conservation

de la nature.

est un programme conjoint de
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TIMBER CATALOGUE

Arborvitae (Issue 33: 5 2007)
CITES: a growing role in the timber trade. 
A look at proposals to list new tree species in the CITES 
Appendices

Panda (Issue 50, 2009)
Exploitation forestière illégale en Afrique Centrale

Editions: French and Flemish.
Article on illegal exploitation of forests in Central Africa in 
WWF Belgium members’ magazine. 

PROCEEDINGS AND 
WORKSHOPS
Prise en Compte de la Faune Sauvage 
dans les Concessions Forestières 
d’Afrique Centrale 
(PDF, 1 MB). 

Nathalie Van Vliet; Stéphane Ringuet; 
Germain Ngandjui; Eva Mouzong. 
2010
Published by: TRAFFIC Afrique Centrale, 
Yaoundé, Cameroun.

Rapport de l’atelier de Libreville—–8–10 juin 2010.

CITES Agarwood experts group meeting, 
Malaysia, 14–17 November 2006 
(550 KB)
http://www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry15.pdf

Edited by: TRAFFIC Southeast Asia
2006. 65 pp.

Proceedings of the meeting.

BRIEFING PAPERS
Brazil:  A briefing paper on Brazil 
produced by TRAFFIC staff working on a 
Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT) project.  
See http://flegt.info/en/agenda/en-timber-trade-workshop-london/
The briefing was prepared for a workshop in London 
in November 2013, specifically for members of the UK 
Timber Trade Federation (UK TTF). The aim of the 
workshop was to help participants identify the scope and 

The State of WildlifeTrade
in China
Information on the trade in wild animals and
plants in China 2007

中国野生动植物贸易状况
2007年中国野生动植物资源贸易信息
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PROCEEDINGS 

Edited by TRAFFIC Southeast Asia 

type of information required in risk assessment relative 
to the EU Timber Regulation.  

Discussion paper for the East Africa 
stakeholder forum on assessing our 
knowledge of the illegal and unsustainable 
timber trade in Tanzania, Mozambique and 
Kenya 

Jessie Davie.
July 2013.

Trading Timbers: A comparison of import 
requirements under CITES, FLEGT and 
related EU legislation for timber species in 
trade.
www.traffic.org/forestry-reports/traffic_pub_forestry25.pdf

Rosie Cooney, Stepanie von Meibom, 
Chen Hin Keong
25 September 2012.  27pp

This document analyses and compares the 
requirements of the FLEGT Action Plan, EU Timber 
Regulation and CITES for timber imported into the EU, 
with a focus on the requirements of each for ensuring 
that timber is legally sourced.

Lost in Transit: Export and Import 
Protocols as Contributors to 
Discrepancies in International Timber 
Trade Data

February 2009.
Policy brief delivered to the ASEAN Regional Knowledge 
Network on Forest Law Enforcement and Governance, 
Manila,

Trade Liberalisation and Forest 
Verification: Learning from the US-Peru 
Trade Promotion Agreement
(PDF, 405 KB)
www.ibcperu.org/doc/isis/10201.pdf 

Filippo Del Gatto, Bernardo Ortiz-von Halle, 
Braulio Buendia, Chen Hin Keong.
February 2009 
Published by: Verifor

With the increased integration of the global economy, 
there has been a rising concern over the effects of 
trade policy on the environment. Recent research 
has shown that trade liberalization can act as a 
‘magnifier’ of governance problems in the forest sector 
if the regulatory and institutional capacity is weak. 

•   Brazil is the 5th largest country in the world and the 
largest in the southern Hemisphere.

•   Brazil has the second largest expanse of forest in the 
world and the largest remaining area of rainforest

•   Over 50% of Brazil is covered in Forest. 

•   FAO has estimated a deforestation rate of 0.42% 
between 2005 and 2010.

•   Satellite monitoring of deforestation has been in 
place since 1988. 

•   Over 40% of Brazilian Amazon is located within 
federal and state protected areas and reservations.

•   Estimates of the proportion of illegal logging range 
between 20-47%

•   Brazil accounts for 55% of all timber and timber 
product exports by South America and 2.7% of 
global exports.

•   The State of Para (Eastern Brazilian Amazon) is 
the largest timber-producing State with an annual 
production of 6.6 million cubic meters of native 
round wood in 2009 

•   36% of the export value of Brazils EUTR-regulated 
timber products are destined for Europe 

•   In 2012 Brazil’s exports of timber products were 
made up of: wood pulp (52%); paper (22%); 
mouldings (6%); furniture (5%); plywood/veneer 
(5%); sawn (4%); and joinery (2%)

•   Although just over 1% of Brazils forest are plantation 
forest (Eucalyptus and Pine) they make up the 
majority of their exports.

CONTEXT OF TIMBER TRADE IN BRAZIL

This project is financed by the European Commission: 

•   Exports of logs from natural forests in Brazil have 
been banned since 1996     
(note that plantation logs, including teak and treated  
softwood are still exported)

•   Species specific bans within Brazil:     
  Brazil nut tree Bertholletia excelsa   
  Parana pine Araucaria angustifolia

•   CITES Appendix I listed Tree Species:     
  Brazilian Rosewood Dalbergia nigra

•   CITES Appendix II listed Tree Species:      
  Brazilian Rosewood Aniba roseodora   
  Vera or Argentine/Paraguay Lignum vetae    
  Bulnesia sarmientoi     
  Brazilwood Caesalpinia echinata    
  Big-leaf mahogany Swietenia macrophylla

•   CITES Appendix III listed Tree Species:                                              
  Brazilian Cedarwood Cedrela fissilis 
  Cedro Cedrela lilloi 
  Spanish cedar Cedrela odorata

EXPORT MARKETS – KEY FACTS

Amapa    Brosimum utile
Angelim   Dinizia excelsa
Cedrinho   Erisma uncinatum
Cumaru    Dipteryx odorata
Cupiuba   Goupia glabra
Faveira    Parkia spp.
Garapa    Apuleia leiocarpa
Ipe    Handroanthus spp.; H. Guayacan   
   & H. Serratifolius; Syn. Tabebuia spp.
Jatoba    Hymenaea courbaril
Macaranduba   Manilkara huberi
Massaranduba   Manilkara bidentata
Purpleheart/Amarante  Peltogyne spp.
Saputaria   Bowdichia spp.; B. nítida 
   & B. virgilioides
Tatajuba   Bagassa guyanensis
Tauari    Couratari tauari

Plantation species:  Mainly Eucalyptus & Pine but also  
   Acacia mearnsii     
   A. mangium    
   Schizolobium amazonicum   
   Tectona grandis     
   Araucaria angustifolia   
   Populus spp.

MAJOR HARVESTED & TRADED SPECIES:
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www.flegt.info

The Amazon rainforest, Loreto region, Peru (c) Brent Stirton/Getty Images
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Recognizing this risk, the US-Peru free trade agreement 
specifies numerous measures to strengthen the legal 
and institutional framework of Peru’s forest sector. 

The US Lacey Act.  Frequently Asked 
Questions About the World’s First Ban on 
Trade in Illegal Wood

2008. 4pp
Published by: TRAFFIC 

Published as part of a broad coalition of organizations 
supporting effective implementation of the Lacey Act.

Future of Forests in Asia-Pacific: Outlook 
for 2020.  Key Challenges for the NGO 
Community to 2020

December 2007
Published by: TRAFFIC International

Ramin and the Thirteenth Meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties to CITES, 
Bangkok, Thailand, 2004. 

2004. 4pp.
Published by: TRAFFIC International.

Briefing prepared for the 13th meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties to CITES

FILMS/VIDEOS/DVDS 
Voice of the Amazon
http://www.youtube.com/user/trafficnetwork

2009. 
Duration: 10 minutes

TRAFFIC South America interviews Paul McAuley, a 
long-term resident of Peru and a founder of the Loreto 
Environmental Network, about the exploitation of the 
Amazon by the timber and petrochemical industries, and 
how this led to the recent violent protests by indigenous 
peoples in the area. 

MISCELL ANEOUS
Strengthening the national process for 
controlling illegal logging and associated 
trade in Cameroon
Introductory leaflet for an International Tropical 

This paper presents provisional findings of the following report currently 
in preparation:  “A Rapid Assessment of the Illegal Timber Trade Across the 
Ruvuma River on the Tanzania and Mozambique Border” by Emmanuel Sulle

KEY ISSUES

1. There are ongoing and destructive 
illegal timber trade practices 
occurring between Tanzania and 
Mozambique, resulting in financial 
losses for the Tanzanian government 
and local communities;

2. Policies to curb illegal practices 
in the forestry sector are not 
being practiced or effectively 
implemented on the ground, and 
often communities are losing out;

3. The Tanzania Forest Service is 
making positive strides, but it 
remains plagued with challenges; 

4. Tanzania needs to improve its 
timber trade monitoring systems 
to ensure transparency, track trade 
patterns and maximize profits and 
earnings for Tanzania; and

5. Tanzania and Mozambique 
governments need to commit to 
protecting their forest resources, 
especially strengthen controls along 
the border districts.

I.  SUMMARY

Six years after a widely publicized study1  revealed the extensive illegal timber 
trade in southern Tanzania, illicit practices in the forestry sector remain.  This 
brief summarizes findings from recent research2 that found illegal practices 
continue in the southern part of the country, including at the border with 
Mozambique.  Illegal forestry practices result in a significant loss of revenue 
for the country and forest-dependent communities, harm conservation efforts, 
and support an ongoing culture of corruption.  

  
II.  THE ILLEGAL TIMBER TRADE IN TANZANIA

Abundant Forest, Increasing Demand

Tanzania is one of the few African nations with as high as 43.7%3 of its land 
base – including forests – set aside for conservation purposes.  In 2011, it 
was estimated that approximately 40% of the country was forested, with 
the majority of forest land found on either village or general land.  Forest 
coverage, particularly natural forests, is especially present in the south.  

Various factors contribute to a demand for timber products. China and India 
have been prominent importers of Tanzanian timber products, but today there 
is also an increasing demand from Kenya and within Tanzania.  Competition 
for other land uses such as agriculture is also impacting forest coverage across 
the country.  Further, Tanzania remains almost entirely reliant on biomass 
(e.g. charcoal and firewood) for its energy production in rural and urban areas, 
with 28 000 bags of charcoal consumed daily in 2008 in Dar es Salaam alone4.   
Because of these pressures, deforestation rates are estimated between 100 000 
to 420 000 hectares per year.

1 Milledge, S., Gelvas, I. & Ahrends, A. (2007).  Forestry, Governance and National Development: Lessons Learned from a Logging Boom in 
 Southern Tanzania. TRAFFIC East/Southern Africa
2 This brief is based on the draft report: “A Rapid Assessment of the Illegal Timber Trade Across the Ruvuma River on the Tanzania-Mozambique 
Border” by Emmanuel Sulle.  Unless otherwise included, references made in this brief can be found in the report.
3Anon.  (2009).  Fourth National Report on Implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).  Division of Environment, Vice 
President’s Office, United Republic of Tanzania 80 pages. 
4 Malimbwi, R.E. and E.M. Zahabu.  (2008).  Woodlands and the charcoal trade: the case of Dar es Salaam City.  Working Papers of the Finnish 
Forest Research Institute. 98:93-114.

DISCUSSION PAPER FOR THE EAST AFRICA 
STAKEHOLDER FORUM ON ASSESSING OUR KNOWLEDGE 
OF THE ILLEGAL AND UNSUSTAINABLE TIMBER TRADE IN 

TANZANIA, MOZAMBIQUE AND KENYA
Jessie Davie

NOT FOR CIRCULATION
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Timber Organisation (ITTO)-funded project to improve 
governance and transparency of timber harvests and 
trade in Cameroon

National frameworks for assessing legality 
of forestry operations, timber processing 
and trade

(published from 2009 onwards)
available for: Brazil, Central African Republic, 
China, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, 
Malaysia, Republic of Congo, Viet Nam, 
Cameroon, Indonesia, Myanmar, Lao PDR, 
India and the Russian Federation.

produced by WWF and The Global Forest & Trade Network 
http://www.traffic.org/forestry

Proyecto Flegt en América del Sur
FLEGT Project in South America

2012
Leaflet

New Timber regulation to force companies 
away from business-as-usual practices. 
http://blog.cifor.org/7065/new-timber-regulation-to-force-companies-
away-from-business-as-usual-practices/

Chen Hin Keong
January 2012 

Transcript of online interview of Chen Hin Keong, 
TRAFFIC’s Global Forest Trade Programme Leader, in 
CIFOR’s blog Forests News.  

Exporting in a Shifting Legal Landscape:  
Legality Training.  
http://gftn.panda.org/resources/gftn_online_courses/#

December 2011.  
A Lacey Act online training courses in several 
languages.   There are six modules in this course: 
Introduction to the Lacey Act; Who is affected within 
the trade of forest products and how?; Penalties and 
enforcement; Introduction to the Lacey Act declaration 
requirements; What constitutes Due Care?; General 
guidance for establishing legality.        

P o s t e r s
Keep it Legal

2008.  
Poster on TRAFFIC timber work produced for FAO 
forestry workshop in Hanoi.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     

 

 

       

                                 

THE TRAFFIC NETWORK AND THE PROJECT SUPERVISION 

ITTO TFL-PD 003/09 Rev.2 (M) 

DURATION : 24 MONTHS (Oct. 11 – Oct. 13) 

For more details on the project please contact : 
 
Denis Mahonghol, Project Co-ordinator, TRAFFIC Forest and Trade 
Officer, Central Africa 
Email : denis.mahonghol@traffic.org ; tcaf@traffic.org  

TRAFFIC operates as a network co-ordinated by its international headquarters in Cambridge, UK. TRAFFIC is governed by 
a Committee whose members are appointed by WWF and IUCN. 
 
The TRAFFIC office in Central Africa (TCAF) is hosted by IUCN-PACO and was established in Cameroon in 2008 to focus 
on: 

 Flagship species (Elephants) 
 Timber 
 Wild Animals for Food & Medicine 

The office is extending its areas of operation to include work on: 
 Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
 Wild Animals for Pets & Fashion 
 Fisheries 

The TRAFFIC regional office in Central Africa is executing this project technically in the field under TRAFFIC’s timber trade 
programme.  
 
SUPERVISION OF THE PROJECT  
The Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife (MINFOF) supervises the project via a Focal Point and the General Secretary chair 
the Project Technical Committee (PTC). 
 
MINFOF Focal Point  
Mr. Amougou Ondoua Georges, MINFOF 
Project Coordinator 
Mr. Denis Mahonghol, TCAF 
 

 Timber truck at a checkpoint with 
marked and unmarked logs, indicating 
evidence of illegal logging – East 
Region/Cameroon. 
 
 © Jervais Nkoulou for TRAFFIC 

 

STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL PROCESS 
FOR CONTROLLING ILLEGAL LOGGING AND 

ASSOCIATED TRADE IN CAMEROON 

TRAFFIC Offices managing the project 
 TRAFFIC Central Africa 

 
C/o IUCN PACO 
P.O. Box 5506, Yaoundé Cameroon 
Tel. +237 22 06 74 09 
Fax. +237 22 21 32 18 
Email: tcaf@traffic.org  

TRAFFIC International 
 

219a Huntingdon Rd, Cambridge, CB3 ODL, UK 
Tel. (44) 1223 277427 Fax. (44) 1223 2777237 
Email: traffic@traffic.org  
UK Charity Registration No: 1076722 

is a strategic alliance of 

Abbreviations 
 
COMIFAC : Commission des Forêts de l’Afrique Centrale (Central Africa Commission of Forests) 
EU : European Union 
FLEGT : Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 
FY : Fiscal Year 
IUCN : International Union for Conservation of the Nature 
ITTO : International Tropical Timber Organization 
MINFOF: Ministère des Forêts et de la Faune (Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife) 
PACO : Programme Afrique Centrale et de l’Ouest (Central and Western Africa Programme) 
PTC : Project Technical Committee  
TCAF : TRAFFIC Central Africa 
UK : United Kingdom 
VPA : Voluntary Partnership Agreement 
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TIMBER TRADE

FORTHCOMING 
PUBLICATIONS
A Rapid Assessment of the Illegal Timber 
Trade across Ruvuma River on the 
Tanzania and Mozambique Border

Emmanuel Sulle.

Several training modules and other 
outputs from the (ITTO)-funded project to 
improve governance and transparency of 
timber harvests and trade in Cameroon
Further outputs from TRAFFIC’s FLEGT 
project
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