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SUSTAINABLE USE OF WILD PLANTS:
CBD CoP11 global framework to national
implementation

A

n online toolkit designed to support national and
regional implementation of the Global Strategy for
3ODQW &RQVHUYDWLRQ *63&  WHFKQLFDO UDWLRQDOHV
and draft indicators for 16 GSPC Targets were
among decisions approved at the 11th meeting of the
&RQIHUHQFHRIWKH3DUWLHV &R3 RIWKH&RQYHQWLRQRQ%LRORJLFDO
'LYHUVLW\ &%' KHOGLQ2FWREHULQ+\GHUDEDG,QGLD
While sustainable use of biodiversity is critical to the
implementation of the CBD and delivery of its Strategic Plan 2011–
LWLVDOVRGLI¿FXOWWRDFKLHYHRIWHQLQYROYLQJWKHFRPPLWPHQW
of stakeholders from various sectors. In the context of GSPC, Target
12 (see box KDVEHHQIRXQGGXULQJDUHYLHZRISURJUHVVWRZDUGV
the 2010 GSPC Targets to be among those targets to have made
limited progress. Further, in the informal preliminary analysis of
available capacity-building tools carried out by the CBD Secretariat
prior to CBD CoP11, Objective 3 of GSPC (which includes Targets
  DQG  >VHH ER[@  GHPRQVWUDWHVD VPDOOHUQXPEHURI WRROV
being used to support the delivery of the sustainable use objective
RI *63& FRPSDUHG WR RWKHU REMHFWLYHV  7KLV FOHDUO\ LQÀXHQFHV
both the capacity of CBD Parties to deliver on their commitment,
and to report effectively on progress.
Support to the development and implementation of effective
tools for sustainable use of wild plants is at the core of TRAFFIC’s
0HGLFLQDO DQG$URPDWLF 3ODQWV 0$3V  3URJUDPPH 7KH )DLU:LOG
Standard, developed by TRAFFIC, IUCN, WWF, and other partners
for sustainable harvesting and fair trade in wild plants, is included as
best practice guidelines in the new GSPC implementation toolkit to
support the delivery of GSPC’s Target 12, as well as Targets 11 and 13,
contributing foremost to the delivery of Aichi Biodiversity Targets.
TRAFFIC is also contributing to the implementation of GSPC as a
PHPEHURIWKH*OREDO3DUWQHUVKLSIRU3ODQW&RQVHUYDWLRQ *33& 
During the meeting, TRAFFIC engaged in the discussion
of CoP agenda items and contributed to several side-events
related to sustainable use of wild MAPs, which brought together
the perspectives RI EXVLQHVV SURGXFHUV DQG EX\HUV  1*2V
governments, and academia in promoting discussion on how tools
like the FairWild Standard can help shape trade relations between
producers and the wider market, and support the delivery of
Parties on their CBD commitments. The involvement of multiple
stakeholders—including the private sector—in plant conservation
and sustainable use is critical. An estimated 50 000 species are
used globally for their medicinal properties, providing an important
source of income for rural communities and national economies
(Schippmann et al.,   $W WKH VDPH WLPH DQ HVWLPDWHG RQH
¿IWK RI SODQWV DUH WKUHDWHQHG GXH WR YDULRXV LVVXHV LQFOXGLQJ
RYHUKDUYHVWLQJ DQG ODQG FRQYHUVLRQ $QRQ    75$)),&
events at the meeting included one co-organized with Botanical
*DUGHQV &RQVHUYDWLRQ ,QWHUQDWLRQDO %*&,  ,8&1 0HGLFLQDO
3ODQWV 6SHFLDOLVW *URXS 036*  the Mexican Commission for
the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity (&21$%,2  DQG WKH
Foundation for Revitalisation of Local Health Traditions (FRLHT/
,$,0  ,QGLD which discussed the progress and challenges of
achieving the sustainable use targets of GSPC. TRAFFIC was
also one of the partners responsible for the launch of the Biodiversity
and Community Health Initiative, with the United Nations University
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TA R G E T S AND
THE GSPC HAS FIVE OBJECTIVES:

1.

Plant diversity is well understood,
documented and recognized.

2.

Plant diversity is urgently and effectively
conserved.

3.

Plant diversity is used in a sustainable and
equitable manner.

4.

Education and awareness about plant
diversity, its role in sustainable livelihoods
and importance to all life on Earth is
promoted.

5.

The capacities and public engagement
necessary to implement the strategy have
been developed.

TARGETS OF OBJECTIVE 3 OF GSPC:

 1RVSHFLHVRIZLOGÀRUDHQGDQJHUHGE\
trade.
12. All wild harvested plant-based products
sourced sustainably.
13. Indigenous and local knowledge innovation
and practices associated with plant resources
maintained or increased, as appropriate, to
support customary use, sustainable livelihoods,
local food security and health care.

Above: Some of the participants at the 11th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD), held in October 2012 in Hyderabad, India.
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OBJECTIVES
TARGET(S) FROM THE STRATEGIC
PLAN FOR BIODIVERSITY 2011–2020
RELEVANT TO SUSTAINABLE USE
OF WILD PLANTS:
TARGET 4. By 2020, at the latest, Governments,
business and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps
to achieve or have implemented plans for sustainable
production and consumption and have kept the impacts
of use of natural resources well within safe ecological
limits.
TARGET 6. %\  DOO ¿VK DQG LQYHUWHEUDWH
stocks and aquatic plants are managed and harvested
sustainably, legally and applying ecosystem based
DSSURDFKHV VR WKDW RYHU¿VKLQJ LV DYRLGHG UHFRYHU\
plans and measures are in place for all depleted species,
¿VKHULHV KDYH QR VLJQL¿FDQW DGYHUVH LPSDFWV RQ
threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems and the
LPSDFWV RI ¿VKHULHV RQ VWRFNV VSHFLHV DQG HFRV\VWHPV
are within safe ecological limits.
TARGET 13.

By 2020, the genetic diversity of
cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals
and of wild relatives, including other socio-economically
as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained,
and strategies have been developed and implemented
for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their
genetic diversity.

TARGET 18.

By 2020, the traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices of indigenous and local
communities relevant for the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, and their customary use
of biological resources, are respected, subject to national
legislation and relevant international obligations, and
IXOO\ LQWHJUDWHG DQG UHÀHFWHG LQ WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI
the Convention with the full and effective participation
of indigenous and local communities, at all relevant
levels.

818  WKH *RYHUQPHQW RI ,QGLD FRLHT/I-AIM, UNDP, UNEP
and others, drawing attention to the importance of conservation and
sustainable use of medicinal plants to ensure their stable supply for
health needs, as well as livelihoods, and highlighting the FairWild
Standard. Finally, TRAFFIC and the FairWild Foundation organized a
discussion on creating effective linkages between the private sector and
policy-makers for the sustainable use of wild plants. Speakers included
TRAFFIC, UK company Pukka Herbs Ltd., the government of
Madhya Pradesh, India, and the Savandurga Village Forest Committee,
Karnataka, India.
While the agreed international GSPC Targets, as well as their
technical rationales and implementation toolkit provide the global
framework for national implementation, there is a clear need for
articulation of the GSPC national commitments in the National
%LRGLYHUVLW\ 6WUDWHJLHV DQG $FWLRQ 3ODQV 1%6$3V   7KH &%'
Secretariat and BGCI support regional capacity-building efforts,
having carried out two regional workshops (in East and South
$IULFD DQG WKH &DULEEHDQ  ZLWK SODQV IRU PRUH ZRUNVKRSV IRU
GSPC focal points. TRAFFIC promotes the use of the FairWild
Standard principles as the reference and tool for the delivery on
7DUJHWRI*63&VSHFL¿FDOO\IRUQRQWLPEHUSURGXFWV,Q
two important policy results were achieved, which are exemplary
for other countries. In South Africa, the government approved the
Biodiversity Management Plan for Pelargonium sidoides (based
RQ )DLU:LOG 6WDQGDUG SULQFLSOHV  ZKLFK SURYLGHV D UHJXODWRU\
framework for the sustainable harvesting and trade in this species.
Japan’s National Biodiversity Policy includes direct reference to the
)DLU:LOG6WDQGDUGDVRQHRIWKHSUHIHUUHGFHUWL¿FDWLRQIUDPHZRUNV
to which the private sector should adhere. The FairWild Standard is
also included in the Japan Plant Conservation Strategy as a tool for
achieving the sustainable sourcing target.
The next CBD CoP in 2014 will take Parties close to the
mid-term reporting on the targets of the Strategic Plan. One of
the challenges for understanding the GSPC progress will be to
disaggregate information from the National Reports for plants.
Increasing Parties’ understanding of ways to report against GSPC
Targets will enable this process. For sustainable use targets of
*63&²VSHFL¿FDOO\7DUJHW²WKHXSWDNHRIWKH)DLU:LOG6WDQGDUG
E\FRPSDQLHVHJWKRVHHQJDJHGLQFHUWL¿FDWLRQVFKHPHVFRXOG
provide a useful indicator on changes in the number of species/
locations that are sourced sustainably (similar to how the increase
LQ0DULQH6WHZDUGVKLS&RXQFLOFHUWL¿HG¿VKHULHVVLJQL¿HVSURJUHVV
LQVXVWDLQDEOHXVHRIPDULQHUHVRXUFHV LQDGGLWLRQWRWKHQXPEHU
of government policies regulating wild harvesting and trade in a
sustainable and equitable manner.
TRAFFIC’s representation at CBD CoP11 and side-events
were kindly supported by WWF Japan and WWF Germany.
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