April 7, 2022

Open Letter About Food Aid to Haiti

Dear Development Aid Agencies and International Institutions Active in Haiti,

Our respective organizations provide a wide range of services in agriculture, healthcare and
community development throughout Haiti. While there are many challenges facing our country,
we come together to appeal to you in particular regarding food aid arriving in Haiti.

The world appears to be on the precipice of a global food crisis of historic proportions. While
years in the making, it has been triggered by the war in Ukraine disrupting crucial grain exports.
Whereas nations the world over will face this new crisis while still reeling from the pandemic,
economic disruption and supply chain slowdowns, Haiti will have the added burden of
responding in the midst of political instability and the aftermath of the August 2021 earthquake
in the southern region.

The United Nations has warned that close to half of Haiti’s entire population will be confronting
severe hunger no later than June, with 1.3 million Haitians one step further to the emergency
stage of hunger which is just short of outright famine. This is the result of the domestic situation
in Haiti even before the added pressures of a global food crisis, which will then further
exacerbate the situation as international food prices continue to spiral. This will have a
disproportionate effect on a country like ours that imports approximately 40 percent of its food.

When the food emergency is manifest and new commitments of international aid are directed to
our nation in response, the Haitian community has two requests that are accompanied with
thanks, in advance, for your generous support:

e We ask that organizations like ours, and the many others like us throughout the nation that
serve rural communities, be involved in helping to distribute food aid. Throughout the
decades we have grown to know those communities and can help with efficient distribution,
coordination and to avoid both duplication and ensure reaching areas that are often
missed; and

o We ask that every effort is made to purchase emergency food aid from local sources, both to
support smallholders and to prevent free food, however much it is needed, from undermining
the long-term viability of local agricultural economies.

While the first priority will be to reach the most vulnerable with food during the emergency, we
have two additional requests:

¢ We ask that long term aid directed at Haiti be used to support the estimated one million
smallholder farm families to become more productive, climate-smart and integrated with
healthcare initiatives to promote nutrition as a key to improving health and wellbeing; and

o We ask that all international aid be coordinated more directly with national and regional
Haitian authorities, that clear delineations of responsibility be identified within that new
coordination process, and that our respective organizations have the opportunity to both
inform and help implement programs in agriculture, healthcare and community development
resulting from this more inclusive consultative process.
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All of us stand ready to help in the spirit of “konbit”, a Haitian tradition whereby neighbors help
neighbors. May we rise together as a community united.

José Andrés, World Central Kitchen
Allison Archambault, EarthSpark International
Skyler Badenoch, Hope for Haiti
Conor Bohan, HELP
Steve Brescia, Groundswell International
Beaver Brooks, Much Ministries Inc.
Kathy Brooks, 2nd Story Goods
Ben Burke, Manzanita Outreach
Sue Carlson, Raising Haiti Foundation
Reginald Cean, Association Zanmi Agrikol
Nathan Chariot, Mission Bon Berger d'Haiti
Hervil Cherubin, Heifer International
John Currelly, Papyrus S.A.
Sheila Davis, Partners in Health
Jean Raymond Delinois, ACAPE
Jean Marc deMatteis, Hopital Albert Schweitzer
Patrick Dessources, CASELI
Lucia Di Poi, Centre Haitien du Leadership et de I'Excellence
Jennifer Farber, KORE Foundation
Ulrick Gaillard, Batey Relief Alliance
Timote Georges, Smallholder Farmers Alliance
Frank Giustra, Acceso
Josh Goralski, Unlocking Communities
Cassandre Honore-Paul, Partners Worldwide
Cantave Jean Baptiste, FOHMAPS/PDL
Pierre Paul Jules, SOHADERK
Sasha Kramer, Sustainable Organic Integrated Livelihoods - SOIL
Vladimir Laborde, Sails for Sustenance
Suzanne Langlois, Meds & Food for Kids
Ann Lee, Community Organized Relief Effort
Michael Leland, New Generation Ministries
Renee Lewis, Project Medishare
Louise Lindenmeyr, Hispafiola Health Partners
Troy Livesay, Heartline Ministries
Hugh Locke, Impact Farming Foundation
Nadesha Mijoba, Haitian Health Foundation
Molly Nicaise, Singing Rooster
Guerda Nicolas, Ayiti Community Trust
Ann Piper, North Coast Development Corp.
Danielle Saint Lot, Danielle Saint Lot Haiti Women's Foundation
Ony Saint-Hilaire, ASSOADEK
Leslie Sosnowski, BoulderShares
Jean Robert Sultan, Fondation Reboisement par I'Education
Jean Thomas, Haiti Christian Development Fund
Daniel Tillias, Jaden Taptap
Mabel Valdivia, Fonkoze
Loune Viaud, University of Global Health Equity Haiti
Carole Wakefield, Haiti Medical Mission of Wisconsin
Rainn Wilson, Lidé Haiti
Jane Wynne, Foundation Wynne pour I'Environnement



Le 7 avril 2022

Lettre ouverte sur lI'aide alimentaire en Haiti

Chéres agences d'aide au développement et institutions internationales actives
en Haiti,

Nos organisations respectives fournissent une large gamme de services dans les domaines de
I'agriculture, de la santé et du développement communautaire a travers Haiti. Alors que notre
pays est confronté & de nombreux défis, nous nous réunissons pour vous lancer un appel
particulier concernant I'aide alimentaire arrivant en Haiti.

Le monde semble étre au bord d'une crise alimentaire mondiale aux proportions historiques.
Alors que cette crise existe depuis des années, elle a s’est accélérée par la guerre en Ukraine,
qui a perturbé des exportations de céréales. Bien que les nations du monde entier seront
confrontées a cette nouvelle crise tout en étant encore sous le choc de la pandémie, des
perturbations économiques et des ralentissements de la chaine d'approvisionnement, Haiti aura
le fardeau supplémentaire de répondre a l'instabilité politique et aux conséquences du
tremblement de terre d'aolt 2021 dans la région sud.

Les Nations Unies ont averti que prés de la moitié de la population totale d'Haiti sera confrontée
a une famine sévere au plus tard en juin 2022, avec 1,3 million d'haitiens qui se retrouveront au
stade d'urgence. C’est le résultat de la situation d’Haiti avant méme que ne s’ajoutent les
pressions supplémentaires d'une crise alimentaire mondiale, exacerbée par une hausse
vertigineuse des prix des produits alimentaires sur le plan international. Cela aura un effet
disproportionné sur un pays comme le notre qui importe environ 40 % de sa nourriture.

Lorsque l'urgence alimentaire se manifeste et que de nouveaux engagements d'aide
internationale sont adressés a notre nation en réponse, la communauté haitienne a deux
demandes qui sont accompagnées de remerciements, par avance, pour votre généreux soutien :

¢ Nous demandons que des organisations comme la nétre, et les nombreuses autres comme
nous a travers le pays qui desservent les communautés rurales, participent a la distribution
de l'aide alimentaire. Au fil des décennies, nous avons appris a connaitre ces communautés
et pouvons contribuer a une distribution et une coordination efficace, éviter a la fois les
duplications et s’assurer de servir les zones reculées souvent oubliées.

¢ Nous demandons que tous les efforts soient faits pour acheter les produits d’aides
alimentaires d'urgence auprés de sources locales ce, afin de soutenir les petits exploitants et
éviter que la nourriture gratuite, aussi nécessaire soit-elle, ne compromette la viabilité a long
terme des économies agricoles locales.

En outres, bien que la priorité sera d'apporter de la nourriture aux plus vulnérables pendant
l'urgence, nous avons deux demandes supplémentaires :

¢ Nous demandons que l'aide au développement sur le long terme destinée a Haiti aille
prioritairement aux familles de petits exploitants agricoles, dont le nombre est estimé a un
million, afin qu'elles deviennent plus productives au moyen des interventions en agriculture
intelligente , intégrées a des initiatives de soins de santé visant a promouvoir la nutrition en
tant que facteur clé de I'amélioration de la santé et du bien-étre.
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¢ Nous demandons que toute l'aide internationale soit coordonnée avec les autorités
nationales et régionales haitiennes, que les responsabilités soient clairement identifiées dans
le cadre de ce nouveau processus de coordination, et que nos organisations respectives
aient la possibilité d'informer et d'aider a mettre en ceuvre des programmes d’agriculture, de
santé et du développement communautaire résultant de ce processus de consultation
inclusive.

Nous sommes tous préts a aider dans I'esprit du « konbit », une tradition haitienne selon
lagquelle les voisins s'entraident. Puissions-nous nous relever ensemble en tant que
communauté unie !

José Andrés, World Central Kitchen
Allison Archambault, EarthSpark International
Skyler Badenoch, Hope for Haiti
Conor Bohan, HELP
Steve Brescia, Groundswell International
Beaver Brooks, Much Ministries Inc.
Kathy Brooks, 2nd Story Goods
Ben Burke, Manzanita Outreach
Sue Carlson, Raising Haiti Foundation
Reginald Cean, Association Zanmi Agrikol
Nathan Chariot, Mission Bon Berger d'Haiti
Hervil Cherubin, Heifer International
John Currelly, Papyrus S.A.

Sheila Davis, Partners in Health
Jean Raymond Delinois, ACAPE
Jean Marc deMatteis, Hopital Albert Schweitzer
Patrick Dessources, CASELI
Lucia Di Poi, Centre Haitien du Leadership et de 'Excellence
Jennifer Farber, KORE Foundation
Ulrick Gaillard, Batey Relief Alliance
Timote Georges, Smallholder Farmers Alliance
Frank Giustra, Acceso
Josh Goralski, Unlocking Communities
Cassandre Honore-Paul, Partners Worldwide
Cantave Jean Baptiste, FOHMAPS/PDL
Pierre Paul Jules, SOHADERK
Sasha Kramer, Sustainable Organic Integrated Livelihoods - SOIL
Vladimir Laborde, Sails for Sustenance
Suzanne Langlois, Meds & Food for Kids
Ann Lee, Community Organized Relief Effort
Michael Leland, New Generation Ministries
Renee Lewis, Project Medishare
Louise Lindenmeyr, Hispafiola Health Partners
Troy Livesay, Heartline Ministries
Hugh Locke, Impact Farming Foundation
Nadesha Mijoba, Haitian Health Foundation
Molly Nicaise, Singing Rooster
Guerda Nicolas, Ayiti Community Trust
Ann Piper, North Coast Development Corp.
Danielle Saint Lot, Danielle Saint Lot Haiti Women's Foundation
Ony Saint-Hilaire, ASSOADEK
Leslie Sosnowski, BoulderShares
Jean Robert Sultan, Fondation Reboisement par I'Education
Jean Thomas, Haiti Christian Development Fund



Daniel Tillias, Jaden Taptap
Mabel Valdivia, Fonkoze
Loune Viaud, University of Global Health Equity Haiti
Carole Wakefield, Haiti Medical Mission of Wisconsin
Rainn Wilson, Lidé Haiti
Jane Wynne, Foundation Wynne pour I'Environnement



7 Avril 2022

Let ouveé sou kesyon éd alimanté pou Ayiti

Che ajans ed devlopman ak enstitisyon enténasyonal ki aktif ann Ayiti,

Oganizasyon nou yo bay anpil sévis nan agrikilti, sante, ak devlopman kominoté atravé Avyiti.
Pandan peyi nou an ap fé fas ak anpil gwo pwoblém, nou mete tét nou ansanm pou nou fé apél
a nou sou kesyon éd alimanté k ap vini ann Ayiti.

Mond lan sanble pwal sibi yon gwo kriz alimanté mondyal nan yon pwopodsyon istorik. Malgre
pwoblém saa la depi kék ane, men lagé ki deklantche nan lkrén lan vin konplikel plis paske gé a
kontrariye anpil ekspotasyon sereyal ki enpotan yo. Pandan nasyon atravé lemond ap lite ak
nouvo kriz sa yo te gentan ap soufri anba pandemi an, pwoblém ekonomik ak ralentisman chén
apwovizyonman yo, Ayiti pral gen gwo chay lou anplis sou do | pou reponn ak sitiasiyon saa
pandan li nan enstabilite politik ak lot pwoblém ki gen rapd ak tranblemannte ki sot pase nan
mwa Dawout 2021 an nan rejyon Sid la.

Nasyonzini te deja avéti ke préske mwatye nan popilasyon Ayiti a pral fé konnen anpil grangou
nan mwa jen 2022 k ap vini la, e | ap gen 1.3 milyon ayisyen k ap nan faz ijans, ki ap preske
konsidere kom yon famin. Sa se rezilta sitiyasyon andedan peyi Dayiti avan | fé fas a kriz
alimanté mondyal la ki anko pwal pi grav paske pri manje nan nivo enténasyonal yo kontinye ap
monte. Sa a pral gen yon gwo efé sou peyi tankou Ayiti ki achte anviwon 40% manje | bezwen
nan 10t peyi.

Pandan ijans alimanté sa ap avanse, epi efd ap fét pou kontrekarel, kominote ayisyen an gen 2
demann ki akonpaniye ak gwo remésiman davans pou sip0 yo:

¢ Nou mande pou 6ganizasyon tankou pa nou yo, ak anpil 16t bganizasyon atravé peyi a k ap
bay sévis nan kominote riral yo, pou yo patisipe nan distribisyon éd alimanté yo. Pandan
plizyé dizén ane, nou aprann konnen kdman kominote sa yo fonksyone e nou ka kontribye
pou rann distribisyon ak kowddinasyon yo pi efikas e asire ke zon rekile yo ke yo souvan
bliye, yo ka rive jwenn sip0 fwa saa; epi

¢ Nou mande pou nou fé tout efd posib pou achte manje yo sou mache lokal la pou sipote
kiltivaté yo e anpeche zafé manje gratis la, byenke li nesesé nan tan kriz yo, pou | pa detwi
ekonomi agrikol lokal la plis pi devan.

Pandan ke premye priyorite a se pou f& moun ki gen plis nesesite yo rive jwenn manje a, nou
gen 2 16t demand:

¢ Nou mande pou &d nou pral bay Ayiti nan tan k ap vini yo se va initiativ pou bon jan
develpman dirab tannmen pou ankadre yon milyon ti eksplwatan agrikdl yo, fé yo vinn
pwodwi plis, pandan yo ap itilize bon jan teknik agrikilti entélijan, e entegre inisyativ sante
pou ankouraje nitrisyon kdom yon fakté kle pou amelyore sante ak byennét moun; epi

e Nou mande pou tout asistans enténasyonal kap vinn jwenn Ayiti yo kapab pi byen kowddone
ak otorite nasyonal e rejyonal yo, e se pou responsablite yo defini byen klé nan nouvo
pwosesis kowodinasyon sa, epi pou dganizasyon nou yo enfome epi patisipe nan ede aplike
pwogram nan domenn agrikilti, sante ak devlopman kominoté.
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Nou tout pare pou nou pote soutyen nou nan lespri “konbit”, yon tradisyon ann Ayiti kote yonn
ede kore 10t. Se pou nou leve e mete tét nou ansanm kom yon kominote ini !

José Andrés, World Central Kitchen
Allison Archambault, EarthSpark International
Skyler Badenoch, Hope for Haiti
Conor Bohan, HELP
Steve Brescia, Groundswell International
Beaver Brooks, Much Ministries Inc.
Kathy Brooks, 2nd Story Goods
Ben Burke, Manzanita Outreach
Sue Carlson, Raising Haiti Foundation
Reginald Cean, Association Zanmi Agrikol
Nathan Chariot, Mission Bon Berger d'Haiti
Hervil Cherubin, Heifer International
John Currelly, Papyrus S.A.
Sheila Davis, Partners in Health
Jean Raymond Delinois, ACAPE
Jean Marc deMatteis, Hopital Albert Schweitzer
Patrick Dessources, CASELI
Lucia Di Poi, Centre Haitien du Leadership et de I'Excellence
Jennifer Farber, KORE Foundation
Ulrick Gaillard, Batey Relief Alliance
Timote Georges, Smallholder Farmers Alliance
Frank Giustra, Acceso
Josh Goralski, Unlocking Communities
Cassandre Honore-Paul, Partners Worldwide
Cantave Jean Baptiste, FOHMAPS/PDL
Pierre Paul Jules, SOHADERK
Sasha Kramer, Sustainable Organic Integrated Livelihoods - SOIL
Vladimir Laborde, Sails for Sustenance
Suzanne Langlois, Meds & Food for Kids
Ann Lee, Community Organized Relief Effort
Michael Leland, New Generation Ministries
Renee Lewis, Project Medishare
Louise Lindenmeyr, Hispafiola Health Partners
Troy Livesay, Heartline Ministries
Hugh Locke, Impact Farming Foundation
Nadesha Mijoba, Haitian Health Foundation
Molly Nicaise, Singing Rooster
Guerda Nicolas, Ayiti Community Trust
Ann Piper, North Coast Development Corp.
Danielle Saint Lot, Danielle Saint Lot Haiti Women's Foundation
Ony Saint-Hilaire, ASSOADEK
Leslie Sosnowski, BoulderShares
Jean Robert Sultan, Fondation Reboisement par I'Education
Jean Thomas, Haiti Christian Development Fund
Daniel Tillias, Jaden Taptap
Mabel Valdivia, Fonkoze
Loune Viaud, University of Global Health Equity Haiti
Carole Wakefield, Haiti Medical Mission of Wisconsin
Rainn Wilson, Lidé Haiti
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