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Cleaning house is one of the most private things we do in our homes, other
than sex and arguments. We often feel shameful about clutter and dirt, so there is
something particularly intimate about the act of cleaning it up. Although the product
of a clean home is socially valued, the work required to achieve it is not. House
cleaning exists on the shadow side of the economy, on the margins or outside of paid
employment. It is an additional, uncounted form of labor that enables our roles as
paid workers and consumers. This film invites viewers to meditate on the ongoing
maintenance work that makes other, more highly valued, work possible.

Maintenance contains fifteen portraits of people cleaning house. In most cases,
they are cleaning their own homes. The film’s subjects represent a wide cross-section
of the population of Los Angeles. In one or more fixed, long-duration shots, the film
observes each person engaged in cleaning. We hear the ambient scrubbing, sweeping,
and sloshing of their labor, and sometimes other sounds: their conversations with
family members or friends who are working alongside them, or the music they listen
to as they work. At the end of each person’s portrait, the ambient sound continues,
and the image is replaced on screen by text in which the person reflects on their

practices regarding cleaning.

Biography
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feature-length documentary The Tailenders was broadcast nationally on POV and won
Film Independent’s "Axium Truer than Fiction Award" in the 2007 Spirit Awards. Her
films have been reviewed in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street
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Filmography

2012 Maintenance

2010 And Again

2008 15 Experiments on Peripheral Vision
2008 Quiero Ver

2008 The Image World

2006 The Tailenders

Contact: Info@cleaningstories.com, www.cleaningstories.com



