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Introduction  
This Guide has been produced as an information document for all Club Captains, 

Competitors. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the correct information is contained 

within this document should there be any discrepancies, the official Regatta Documentation 

i.e. Entry Pack, Captains/Safety Briefs and timings shall take precedence. 

The 2024 (67th) South Coast Rowing Championship Regatta and the 18th Under 16 Regatta, 

hosted by the Hants & Dorset Amateur Rowing Association will take place from the Royal 

Victoria Country Park, Netley, Southampton on Saturday, 14th September 2024. 

The Royal Victoria Country Park is a country park in Netley, Hampshire, England, by the 

shores of Southampton Water. It comprises two hundred acres of mature woodland and grassy 

parkland, as well as a small shingle beach. From 1863 until 1966, the site was home to the 

Royal Victoria Hospital. The site was acquired by Hampshire County Council in 1969, who 

opened the park to the public in 1970. All that remains of the hospital is the chapel, which acts 

as a heritage centre providing a history of the hospital. It also has a 150-foot (46 m) viewing 

tower, providing views over the park, and across Southampton Water to Hythe, and on a clear 

day, as far as Southampton itself. The site also has a park office and tearooms. The park can be 

reached on foot via a footpath from Netley Station, or there is ample car parking on site. 

 
The course for the Championship and Open events will be 1800m and 1000 metres for the 

Junior course. The Venue will allow all Championship and Open events and a limited number 

of Junior events to take place. This is the same course that was used for the 2021 Championship 

Regatta. 

67th South Coast Championship Regatta Organising 

Committee 
Chair Paul Newman (BRC) 

Secretary Tim Bull (LRC) 

Treasurer Sue Sothcott (PARC) 

Events Secretary Tim Bull (LRC) 

Water Safety Advisors Gary Joyce (IIRC) Steve Bull (RRC) 

Committee Members Peter Staddon (CRC), Martin Bradbeer (IIRC), Colin Eales 

(SRC), John Purkess (BTC), Keith Warland (CARC), Richard 

Lee (PARC), Paula Williams (CARC).  

Welfare Officer Josie Bull (RRC) 

Race Control Penny Budd (CARC) 

Accommodation and Travel. 
Although there is no accommodation on site – except for Bell Tent Glamping - the venue is 

conveniently located near Southampton, where there is an abundance of accommodation and 

entertainment to suit all budgets from heritage hotels to boutique B&B’s. Southampton has no 

shortage of places to stay.   

The best source of information on accommodation in the area is to go to the “Visit 

Southampton” web site at – 

https://visitsouthampton.co.uk/business-directory/accommodation 

https://visitsouthampton.co.uk/business-directory/accommodation
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The city of has a rich maritime history and much of this can be celebrated in places to stay. 

We have identified over one hundred hotels and guesthouses in the area and there are two 

campsites near to the Royal Victoria Country Park and a “Glamping” site in the park itself. 

– Bell Tent Glamping 

Set in the historic grounds of Royal Victoria Country Park, they offer all the fun of camping 

with luxury. More details can be found at https://www.belltentglamping.net/ 

The two campsites nearby are – 

Sunnydale Farm Touring Park - https://www.sunnydalefarm.co.uk 

The Touring Park is only five minutes from the M27 J8 and is an ideal location for 

Southampton and is situated at Netley Abbey close to Southampton, St Mary’s Football 

Stadium and the Ageas Bowl.  

Riverside Holidays. Campsite, Touring & Self Catering Accommodation in Hampshire 

- http://www.riversideholidays.co.uk/ 

at riverside holidays, they offer a choice of self-catering accommodation, available all year and 

is situated on the edge of the picturesque hamble village. The park is ideally situated for 

reaching many attractions.   

The Chapel – SCC Council Meeting and the Draw. 
The Chapel is located within the grounds of the Royal Victoria Country Park.  

  

The meeting of the SCC Council will be held at the Chapel on Friday 13th September at 

3.00pm.  

https://www.belltentglamping.net/
https://www.sunnydalefarm.co.uk/
http://www.riversideholidays.co.uk/


Page 4 of 12 

 

 
 

The Civic Reception and Championship Draw will also be held at the Chapel on Friday 13th 

September at the Chapel and entry will be strictly by invitation only starting at 7.00pm with 

the Championship draw at approx. 8.00pm.  

 

There will be a light buffet and the bar will be open all evening. The event results updated to 

social media. 

 

Boat Trailer Parking. 
Overnight trailer and boat parking will be available at Royal Victoria Country Park Friday, 

Saturday until 12:00 midday Sunday (unless racing is postponed from Saturday to Sunday).  

Space in this parking area will be available for all boat trailers.  Competitors, Officials and 

Spectators’ cars shall be parked in the Overflow car park.  

 

                         
                                                                           All Boat Trailers (5mph) 

                                                                           with High Vis Banksman 

 

All Boat Trailers shall proceed through the gate at the top of Seafront Car Park and drive down 

the Shore Road. As this road is open to the public and pedestrians each club shall proceed at 

5mph with Hazard lights on and provide a Banksman wearing High Vis jacket ahead of 

them following the access route to the Boat Park in the diagram below. To enable free access, 
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Clubs must provide the designated Towing Vehicle Registration Number on the Open & 

Junior Entry Form. If not known at time of Entry closing date, notification must be sent 

to the Regatta Secretary timothy.bull@btinternet.com no later than 4 September 2024. 

Clubs failing to provide Registration Numbers may be liable to pay car park charge.  

                                     

Boat Unloading/Loading.  
All boats shall be unloaded from the trailers and moved to the adjacent Boat Park. The public 

footpath between the Trailer Park and Boat Park leading up from Shore Road to the RVCP 

Chapel shall be kept clear at all times. See diagram above.  

Competitors, Officials & Spectator Parking. 
Competitors, Officials & Spectators as you approach the Seafront Car Park, fork left and follow 

the signs for the Overflow Car Park.   

                          
        Competitors, Officials & Spectators                   

          follow Overflow Car Park signs.   

mailto:timothy.bull@btinternet.com
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                                                 RVCP Overflow Car Park 

The Overflow car park pay machines are card only. The closest cash payment machine is 

located by the Cedar Tea Room.  

 

RACE DAY  

The Course 

 
 

The course will be rowed in coastal boats in a South Easterly direction.  It is a straight course 

approx. 1800 metres for both the Championship and Open races. The Junior course will be 

approx. 1000 metres, also rowed in the same direction.  
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The start time of the first race is likely to be at 9.30am and races will be at approx. 10-minute 

intervals, giving a likely finishing time subject to entries of 5:30 - 6:00pm. The Tide Times for 

Southampton 14th September is 1st High Tide at 09:13 @ 3.80m, Low Tide at 14:30 @ 2.10m 

and 2nd High Tide 21.33 @ 3.90m.   

 

Officials Briefing.  
It is likely that the Officials briefing will be held in the Marquee located in the Trade Park as 

part of the Captains & Coxswains Safety Meeting.  

 

Race Control.  
Will be open from 7.30am for registration, crew changes etc. 

 

Captains & Coxswains Safety Meeting.  
Will be held at 07:30am (To Be Confirmed) in the Marquee located in the Trade Park.  All 

competing Club Captains and Coxswains MUST attend under the Rules of the SCC.  Captains 

will receive their individual crew numbers and commemorative item for each competitor.  

 

Boat Safety Checks.  
All racing boats must have been checked for safety before going afloat by the delegated Water 

Safety Officer’s from each association and given a Championship Water Safety Clearance 

Sticker. It is the crew’s responsibility to ensure that this has been done before going afloat. 

 

Boat/Beach Marshals.  
There will be a number of Boat and Beach Marshals on the day and they will check that all 

boats going afloat have been checked and have the appropriate safety sticker. All crews must 

report to a Boat Marshal in the Boat Park no later than 30 minutes before the advertised start 

time of their race and must be prepared to go afloat when told to do so by the Boat Marshal.  

 

Rowing to the Start line.  
Buoys to the start line will be approximately 200 meters apart. 2 Large yellow buoys will be 

placed on the inside of the course to mark the rocky areas by the start marker posts. Additional 

buoys will be placed about 50M behind start to warn crews not to row away and one behind 

the finish line to warn crews not to proceed further due to the large underwater pipe. 

Crews when proceeding to the start area must keep as close to the inshore course markers as 

possible but not go onto the course.  Coxswains should pass the inshore course markers to their 

left and as close to them as they can. On arrival at the Start Marshalling Area behind the start 

line crews must report their arrival to the Race Marshall who will be afloat behind the start 

line. 

 

The Start.  
The Start will be as per current SCC rules.  The Starters afloat will be radio contact with the 

Umpires, Judges and Race Control from a moored boat on the outside of the course with two 

marked poles ashore, clearly visible to all crews afloat.  
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• Lane positions for all races are numbered from the Start Boat (No1 on the outside) to 

the shore. All crews must display their appropriate lane number on the bow of the boat 

in accordance with the SCC Rules.  

• The individual crew number must be pinned to the backs of the coxswain and bow 

person when afloat.  All coxswains must wear a lifejacket. 

• Races will not be delayed for late arriving crews. If the regatta is running ahead of 

schedule crews shall be expected to be on the Start Marshalling Area in accordance 

with the ‘Programme of Events’.   

 

View of the Championship, Open & Junior Starts and Finish Area 

 

             
    Championship & Open, Marshalling Area        Championship & Open, On Shore (Yellow)  

    ‘Netley Castle’ just beyond the Start Line.        Start Marker Post. 

 

 

                               
       Championship & Open, On-Shore (Yellow) and Off-Shore (Green) Start Marker Posts.  
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Junior Start, On-Shore (Yellow) & (Green)                Markers with Private House. 

Marker Posts between Weston Sailing Club  

and a private house. 

 

There are no Off-Shore Marker Posts at the Junior Start. Crews shall align with the moored 

Starter’s Boat and the On Shore Posts. 

 

Safety Boats  
There will be a minimum of 2 safety boats patrolling the race area and the transition area.  
 

The Finish. 
 Will be just before Netley Sailing Club and the Finish Judges shall also be onshore in a tent 

with two large, marked poles securely fixed to the beach and in the finishing area to form the 

finishing line.  The finish area will be reserved for officials only so views are not obstructed. 

 

                             

                The Off Shore Finish Marker Post. The On Shore Finish Post shall be the  

                                                     Judges Tent and Posts. 

  

Club Captains and all crews should be aware that whilst every effort has been made to ensure 

this information is correct, they should familiarise themselves with the actual course on the 

day. Take into account any changes made necessary as a result of the weather, Port 

Authorities, Safety etc.  All Clubs will be made aware of any changes at the Captains & 

Coxswains Safety Meeting.   
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Facilities and Arrangements 

First Aid. 
Will be supplied by The Response Group and will be located adjacent to Regatta Control. 

 

Toilets. 
There will be temporary Portaloo’s located in the Boat Park along with permanent Male and 

Female facilities around the Royal Victoria Country Park.  
 

Changing Facilities. 
Temporary Male and Female changing facilities will be located within the Boat Park. No 

shower facilities are available. 

 

Communications. 
A PA system will be provided along the shore line and Boat Park giving all competitors and 

spectators commentaries of races in progress.  Race results will be updated at Regatta Control 

and regularly on social media on the day. 

 

Safeguarding. 
Hants & Dorset Rowing Association will foster a safe, inclusive environment at the 

Championship. The Event Welfare Officer Mrs Josie Bull will respond to any concerns or 

disclosures raised at the event, to ensure that young people and vulnerable adults are 

safeguarded appropriately. 
 

Food and Drinks. 
Hot and cold drinks, bacon rolls and burgers will be on sale throughout the day from the Trade 

Stands to the rear of the Boat Park from 07:30am onwards.  The RVCP Cedar Tea Room close 

to the Overflow Car Park will also be open from 08:00am serving breakfast for Competitors 

and Spectators.  There will be catering vans during the day and in evening a Pizza van will be 

located close to the Regatta Party marquee.    

 

Waste. 
Everyone is encouraged to bring reusable mugs and water bottles can be refilled. Each Club 

will be issued with a couple of waste bags at registration and all persons attending the Event 

are requested to use the bags provided. At the end of the day these bags shall be placed in the 

Skip located in the Boat Park. We all have a responsibility to keep the site as clean as possible.  
 

Prize Giving. 
Prize Giving will be held on the main entrance Chapel steps at approximately 7.00pm (TBC. 

Subject to number of entries and Regatta finish).  All Competitors, Officials and Supporters 

are welcome. In the event of inclement weather, the prizegiving will be held in the 

adjacent/nearby Marquee. Prizes will be presented by the H&DARA President/Special Guest; 

Local H&D/GB Rower, Olympic Bronze Medallist, World & European Champion: Matthew 

Aldridge. Individual medals will be presented to all Championship, Open and Junior winners 

as well as race pennants. All prize winners are kindly asked to attend in smart dress or Club 

blazer.   
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After Regatta Party. 
After prize-giving the Regatta Party will be held in the Marque adjacent/nearby to the Chapel. 

There will be live music entertainment until 11:00pm and a pay bar will be open from 6:00pm 

- 11:30pm with taxis from 11:30pm - 00:00am. Pick up will be from the RVCP Chapel Car 

Park. All those attending should be aware that RVCP operate a cashless environment and 

only accept payment by card or smartphone. No cash sales will be accepted. 

 

Merchandise. 
The souvenir programme will be on sale at Regatta Control.  Merchandise with the 67th 

South Coast Championships logo is available to order online now from SquareBlades    

https://teamwear.squareblades.com/collections/south-coast-rowing-championships-2024 All 

clothing is ethically sourced premium quality, printed to order and shipped in compostable 

packing.   

All competitors will receive a commemorative water bottle. 

Alternative Course. 
The alternative course for Championship events only at Dock Head, Southampton is not 

available in 2024 as a result there will be no alternative course available. As approved by the 

South Coast Championship Council AGM in Jan 2024:  Depending on weather forecasts it 

may be necessary to run Championship Events Only on the Netley Course on Saturday or 

Sunday 15th September forecasts. 

 

Events. 

Junior Regatta.  
Girl’s Under 14 Quads 

Boy’s Under 14 Quads 

Girl’s Under 16 Quads 

Boy’s Under 16 Quads 

Senior Regatta.  
Championship Races: 

Men’s Junior Fours 

Women’s Junior Fours 

Men’s Junior/Senior Fours 

Men’s Senior Fours 

Women’s Senior Fours 

Master’s 40+ Fours 

Open Races: 

Men’s Invitation Novice Fours 

https://teamwear.squareblades.com/collections/south-coast-rowing-championships-2024
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Women’s Invitation Novice Fours 

Men’s Open Junior Fours 

Women’s Open Junior Fours 

Men’s Open Junior/Senior Fours 

Men’s Open Senior Fours 

Women’s Open Senior Fours 

Masters Open 40+ Fours 

Women’s Open Masters 40+ Fours 

Masters Open 50+ Fours 

Contact Details: 
Email:         timothy.bull@btinternet.com  

Website:     www.hdara.co.uk/scc  

Facebook:  Hants and Dorset Amateur Rowing Association 

                    South Coast Rowing Championships 2024  

Instagram: southcoastchampionships 

 

mailto:timothy.bull@btinternet.com
http://www.hdara.co.uk/scc

