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President Dear Fellow Members,
Robert McKiernan

Vice President During the holiday season many of us have plenty to be thankful for. I for one am

John P Sheridan thankful to Ray Costello and his family for organizing this years Thanksgiving baskets.
Recording Secretary What an unbelievable sight to see our members, their families, and many other

William Jarvis volunteers come together unselfishly to help so many people in need. It was out of
Treasurer generosity that the club was able to help more families this year than ever before. On
Jeff Schuld behalf of this fine organization which continues to prove itself time and time again
Corresponding thank you for your donations and efforts.

Secretary

Tom McGrath Kudos to the Dinner Dance Committee for hosting another successful

First Keeper NoctoberoctemberOctoberfest. Of course Chef De Maio outdid himself with his fine
;;Tlr;ﬁ;lkelagh German cuisine. Many in attendance danced the night away with the dudes, the Voo

Dudes that is!!! Gut Gemacht!!!
Second Keeper
of The Shillelagh Ho! Ho! Ho! And there is still more to go. On Sunday, December 6th the club will be

Joseph Patterson

holding its annual Marine Corp. Toys for Tots event hosted by Gunny Dunn. Please

Steward come down and enjoy a day of football, fun, and food. To participate in the day please
Dennis Pinkiewcz Jr. . .
bring a new, unwrapped toy or a donation to have a new toy purchased.

Trustees

John Wagle I hope to see many of you at the Christmas party being held on Saturday, December
Kenneth Brown 12th. John Sheridan has been b lanning th ning and it i ranteed good tim
Timothy Duggan .Jo eridan has been busy planning the evening a s guaranteed goo e.
Scott Fitzgerald Even the Little Shillelagh’s have a chance to celebrate at Barney Shannon’s Christmas
Robert Quinn

party at the Strathmore Theatre on December 19th. Rumor has it that Santa may be

Financial Secretary there as well!!
James O'Kane

Pipe Major From my family to yours have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May God
John Hatton keep you happy and healthy. Please keep a prayer in your heart for the many in need as
Legal Advisors well as the men and women serving our fine country.

William Flynn, Esq.
Creg Cameron, Esq. God bless and be well-

Honorary Chaplain
Father Terry Loughran of Limerick Mac

Deacon
Bob McGovern of Old Bridge

P.O. Box 317-15 Oak Street, Old Bridge Township, New Jersey 08857  Telephone 732-251-9840 — www.fsos.com



Goo00O and Welrare

Please always, take amoment to think of all our troops and support
staff overseas, and those less fortunate than us.

Good and Welfare information should be given to Barney Shannon @ (732) 254-6153, or to any officer.

Recovering The Satellites...

December Meeting -
Thursday, December 10th  8:30PM

Adult Christmas Party -
Saturday, December 12th  6:30PMm
2 LIVE BANDS!

Children'’s Christmas Party -

Saturday, December 19th

STRATHMORE THEATER — MOVIE TO BE ANNOUNCED,
SEE BARNEY SHANNON, OR SANTA FOR MORE INFO

Entertainment Night -

Saturday, January 16th 8pm - ?
VINNIE AND EJ FROM THE BACKBEAT, ALL NIGHT

Shenanigans Online!

The = Shenanigans is now

Mardi Gras -
Saturday, January 30th 8pMm - 12AM
DO NOT EVER MISS THIS.

Pub Night -

Friday, February 6th  8pm-?
SEE ANY BAND MEMBER FOR DETAILS,
MORE NEXT MONTH.

Comedy Night - Saturday February 13th

Club Elections/ Blood Drive -
Saturday February 27th
DETAILS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE

Incoming - 1st Parade Fundraiser should be mid
January at the club, and then, it's almost PARADE
time (March 7th)

available online. It will be on

our website as well as e-mailed
to all for whom we have
addresses for. This is the first
step in, hopefully, a fruitful

transition. Commentswelcome.

i

FSOS Pipes and Drums News

Anyone interested in playing Pipes or Drums,

come down on Monday nights. - John Hatton



IRISH CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

Ireland, like most countries, has a number of Christmas traditions that are
all of its own. Many of these customs have their root in the time when the
Gaelic culture and religion of the country were being suppressed and it is
perhaps because of that they have survived into modern times.

“The wren, the wren, the king of all birds,

On St. Stephen’s Day was caught in the furze;
Up with the kettle and down with the pan,

Pray give us a penny to bury the wran.”

- THE CANDLE IN THE WINDOW

The placing of a lighted candle in the window of a house
on Christmas Eve is still practiced today. It has a number
of purposes but primarily it was a symbol of welcome to
Mary and Joseph as they traveled looking for shelter.

The candle also indicated a safe place for priests to

perform mass, as during Penal Times this was not allowed.

A further element of the tradition is that the candle should
be it by the youngest member of the household and only
be extinguished by a girl bearing the name ‘Mary'.

- THE LADEN TABLE

After evening meal on Christmas Eve the kitchen table
was again set and on it were placed a loaf of bread
filled with caraway seeds and raisins, a pitcher of milk
and a large lit candle. The door to the house was left
unlatched so that Mary and Joseph, or any wandering
traveler, could avail of the welcome.

- THE WREN BOY PROCESSION

During Penal Times there was once a plot in a village
against the local soldiers. They were surrounded and were
about to be ambushed when a group of wrens pecked on
their drums and awakened the soldiers. The plot failed and
the wren became known as "The Devil's bird:

On St. Stephen's day, a procession takes place where a
pole with a holly bush is carried from house to house
and families dress up in old clothes and with blackened
faces. In olden times, an actual wren would be killed and
placed on top of the pole.

This custom has to a large degree disappeared but the
tradition of visiting from house to house on St. Stephen'’s
Day has survived and is very much part of Christmas.

- DECORATIONS

The placing of a ring of Holly on doors originated

in Ireland as Holly was one of the main plants that
flourished at Christmas time and which gave the poor
ample means with which to decorate their dwellings.

All decorations are traditionally taken down on Little
Christmas (January 6th.) and it is considered to be bad
luck to take them down beforehand.

- TRADITIONAL GAELIC SALUTATION
The Gaelic greeting for ‘Merry Christmas’ is:

‘Nollaig Shona Duit’

...which is pronounced as ‘null-ig hun-a dit"



Nomination of Officers

Nominations will be accepted at the January Meeting for 2010 Elections.

Criteria as follows: “To be eligible to nominate or be nominated for any office in this organization,
a member cannot be more than two months in arrears in the payment of dues and must have

completed payment of the initiation fee as of the January meeting”

“To be eligible to vote for any office in this organization, a member must be not more than two
months in arrears in payment of dues and must have completed payment of the initiation fee as of

Election Day, the last Saturday of February!' February 21st.

Remember: Your Dues responsibilities also include your Ad Book payments, as outlined in our By- Laws.
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Club Elections and Blood Drive saturday, February 27th

Blood Drive begins at 10AM. Please come down and have a pint drawn from you,

and then we will draw a few pints for you. Voting commences at 12 Noon through 7 PM.

And be sure to come down to the pub election night to hear the results, welcome your new officers, and, well, get crapulous.

Membership News

Effective as of the November meeting.

1st Reading: None
2nd Reading: Owen Henry, Alex Lamb

New Members: None

Questions or concerns should be directed
to Dennis Bohanan (732) 723-0776




FSOS - CHRISTMAS GIFTS: ALL CLOTHING WITH FSOS LOGO
SAT., DEC. 12th 10:00AM TO 03:00PM

BLACK FRIDAY'S OVER

GREE SATURDAYS HERE!!!

WOMENS GEAR: SWEATERS/FLEECES/SWEAT SHIRTS
MENS GEAR: SWEATERS/ WINDSHIRTS/GOLF SHIRTS
IMPORTANT: WILL ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS (REALLY)

SERF 6th Annual Comedy Night at the Friendly Sons

Comedian: TBD

This is a night that always sells out, and for good reason, it's
Where: FSOS Hall & 4 &

When: Saturday, Feb 13 nonstop laughter from start to finish. The evening includes dinner,
Evening startsat 7:00pm  desert, coffee, draft beer, wine, soda and a seat at the show. And
Show starts at 9:00pm being as this night is dedicated to SERF, we're encouraging folks to
Cost: TBD

bring along dried foods and/or toiletries. All will be appreciated.

Tickets: See Rich Casey

THANK YOU A heartfelt thank you to all who stepped up, and

out, and had our backs during the fundraisers this year. We are well on

our way to another GREAT Dinner Dance!  Cheers, John Sheridan
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Saturday, Jantidry 30th 8PM till 2

7
J

$30.00 per person in advance, $35.00 at the door
Music provided by THE VOODUDES!

DO NOT pass on this event, now a can't miss standard! Authentic Cajun Food, prepared by our real
deal cooks, lead by Chef De Maio. Beads, brew, and dancing like how's your father and then some!
There really are not words to describe just how good this night is, just come. See Le Captain, John

Sheridan, for further details, or superstitious caterwauling. Never trust the French, by the way

The term “hillbilLy” was first used in America to describe the immigrants from

Northern Ireland, mostly Presbyterian, who came in the 18th century. The name had been attached
to them back in Ireland since the 1600's, when southern Irish Catholics started calling Protestant
supporters of King William “hillbillys” or “billy boys!

An intelligent man is sometimes forced to be drunk to spend time with his fools.
— Ernest Hemingway



Leaving a mince pie and a bottle of Guinness out
on Christmas Eve was once popular in Ireland. AD Book: #134 Eileen + Maryellen Murphy
It was meant to be a snack for Santa Claus.

Irish Naming Patterns 1ST SON: Named after father's father / 1st daughter after mother's mother

In case you're wondering which 2ND SON: named after mother’s father / 2nd daughter after father's mother

relative to name your kids after,
. . 3RD SON: named after the father / 3rd daughter after the mother
here are the traditional naming

patterns from old Ireland: 4TH SON: named after father's eldest brother / 4th daughter after mother's eldest sister

“Member Chamber of Commerce”

ELITE TRAVEL SERVICE
P.O. Box 5368, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 “NOT JUST KITCHENS FOR ASTRONAUTS
609-558-7922 - Fax 732-251-8143 MORE THE CRAFT OF SPACE
Email: Elitetravel06(@aol.com Dana & Bob | John P. Sheridan 732-521-0992

David Jeffries, Owner
The Hand{eMan - For Your PC Needs
Don’t Let Technology Pass You By!
: PC Trouble Shooting - Installing Hardware & Soflware
P.0. Box 5249 Bus (732) 591-1111 Servicing Your_ Home or Office Repairs
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 Fax (732) 591-2018 732.251.4066 - E-mail: TheHandyPCMan(@aol com

www.ableautogroup.com Cell (732) 439-6286
sales @ableautogroup.com

Phone (732) 548-1711 Fax: (732) 548-9782

q@:? O’Brien Electric, LLC Spotless Shade LLC.

Patrick O’Brien _
New B : Custom Made Window Treatments
New Brunswick, NJ Venetian Blinds Cleaning Repair Service —~ Wash - Retape - Record

Cell: (732) 718-0350 - Email:pobrienelectric@aol.com Verticals - Blinds - Shades - Draperies - Top Treatments
License #14145 - Insured
Residential - Commercial + Industrial

1219 Highway 1 South, Edison, NJ 08837 SCOTT FITZGERALD

Special Discoumnt
For FSOS Club Members and their Family Members.

Ask About The $8000 Tax Credit For 1st Time Home Buyers

Financing provided by:
Property presented by: Brian Hofr'lgwitz
Marianne Jarvis Home Mortgage Consultant
C21 WORDEN AND GREEN Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

1070 State Route 18

East Brunswick. NJ 08816
732-238-2100
marianne.jarvis@century2 1.com

45 East High Street

Somerville, NJ 08876
908-575-4412

Brian. homowitz2@wellsfargo.com
www.wfhm.com/brian-homowitz

If the dovwn payment is less than 20% and based on the selected progran: and term of the loan, monthly mortgage insurance may be required. FHA loans require an upfront morigage insurance premium of 1.75% of
the loan smount. A funding fee is required on VA loans. The interest rite on an Adjustable Rate Mortgage (ARM) is subject Lo increase after consumption. Subject Lo credit approval. Rates available as of date of
printing are subject to change without notice. Home Equity financing is available through Wells Fargo Consumer Credit Group, a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Member FDIC, Wells Fargo is a division of Wells
EQUAL HOUSING Fargo Bark, N.A., © 2007 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. EEERL OO
LENDER CFPORTLNTY




RA Designs for Living, Inc. gza

Martin Cameron .
Realtor Associate ER
Real Estate

2677 Route 516, Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732-679-2300 - Cell: 732-245-1559 - Eve: 732-251-5447
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ANTONIO & FLYNN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Throckmorton Lane, Old Bridge, NJ
732-679-1221
This is Bill Flynn . . . Our Attorney Member

If You Need Expert Advice Call Bill

Accidents (Auto, Falldown, Etc.)

Name Change
Adoption

Real Estate Transactions

fobert Brown, Premier Agent
East Brunswick
732-690-3412

High Point
4 Miin lesuranie
= Kiymead Reaybiocnpa Cansay

Contact me for your free quote and additional 5%
Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh discount today!

Bankruptcy

Divorce and Family Law

DWI and other Municipal Court
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION FOR MEMBERS
AND THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY

SHOR

Wills and Probate
Worker's Compensation

Brusiness Cards [lyers - Carbonless Forms-Brachures
Letterheads-E nvelopes Door hangers-and more

32B Old Matawan Road - Old Bridge, NJ 08857
Tel: 732-264-1900 - Fax: 732-254-1998
Email: shoreprinters@aol.com

Phone/Fax: 732-254-3555

O’&Kane Qutfitters

Bagpiping Supplies - Highland Attire
Kilt Making & Repairs - Tutoring
125 County Road 516. Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Brian & Missy O’Kane
pipermightyvoakiaivahoo.com

Business: 732-203-1584

Mobile: 908-601-6033
Regina E. Hatton
Income Tax Services - Personal & Small Business
9 Ennis Drive :
[:-File Services Available

TUXEDOS - UNIFORMS - EMBROIDERY 732-741-2251

([hvision of Cozy Formal Wear)

66 Broad Street. - Red Bank, NJ 07701

Vincent Woods
Manager

Hazlet, N] 07730
IVY MASTERS LEARNING CENTER

ﬁ‘ Paul Pscolka

1993 Graduate Madison Central High School - B.A., M.S. Ed. University of Pennsylvania
SAT Specialist - Individual and Group Instruction Available

732.485.6480 - www.ivymasters.com

YUHAS PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

109 Stagecoach Road Freehold, NJ 07728
Shop Located in South River

+

Michael Yuhas, President

(732) 257-7013

€. 10F IrI/L\\lr ) 8

CATER

Catering For All Occasions

Patrick Donnelly

613-8506

RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS
ANHEUSER - BUSCH, INC.

Tel: (732) 679-2231

Fax: (732) 679-3787

18 THROCKMORTON LANE
OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857

Ralph Quick - Dave Fisher
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—TFAM DEALER 6PF CLALIST—

HIGH GRADE BEVERAGE - SOUTH BRUNSWICK, NJ
Harrier Audiovisual *
A.V. Rentals & Sales
Projectors - Screens - Plasmas - Microphones - Speakers
Ed Fallon

Tel: (732) 339-9398 Fax: (732) 339-1011
harrierav@juno.com

GENOVA PLUMBING & HEATING, LLC

% Residential & C ommercial

732-947-8100 - 732-416-0847 fax
Vincent Genova, NJ MPL #12470

Bonded & Insured P.O. Box 108

Free Estimates Old Bridge, NJ 08857

JIM MCANDREW, SALES REPRESENTATIVE
J&| DISTRIBUTING

ALLIED BEVERAGE GROUP, LLC
600 WASHINGTON AVE.

CARLSTALIT, N] 07072
1.800.313.6767

201.842.6200
VOICE MALL: 1.877.848.9000 EXT.9029
EMALL: ROJ042377

COff MAK Tree Service

Tree Pruning Tree and Stump Removal
All Types of Tree & Shrub Care - Fire Wood - Mulch
P.O. Box 495, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 - 732-970-0901 - FAX 732-970-0087
Member: National Arborist Association International Society of Agriculture

PATRICK & JUSTINE DINEEN
lll ERA DINEEN REALTY
Mmm 3 Parlin Drive - Parlin, NJ 08859
Ownerid ooeten

(732) 613-9300 Office
(732) 613-7327 Fax

(732) 970-0877 Evenings

eradineenrealty@yahoo com




