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'FRIENDLY SONSIOF THESHILLELAGH “.OLD BRIDGE, NJ ¥

President Dear Fellow Members,
Robert McKiernan
For those that celebrated Mother’s Day at our fine establishment, I thank you. What a better way
Vice President
] ot:P ;;sel ri§:n to spend a chilly morning than enjoying a Morgan stack with mom. Thank you to all that helped
make the thirtieth anniversary of this traditional breakfast a success.
Recording Secretary
William Jarvis Believe it or not, there really are some members in tip top shape as was evident in their completion
Treasurer of the MS Bike Run. Again this year the FSOS Riders pedaled their way to success. Thank you to
Jeff Schuld Don Bruchez for organizing the run for such a great cause.
§°"'e5P°“di“8 Anyone who has been down to the club lately should have noticed that we are under construction.
ecretar
Tom McGyrath With a very able crew, the club is in the process of building a new shed and replacing some fencing
First K in the back. In addition to that, plans are underway to replace the landscaping in the front as well
1rst Keeper
of The Shillelagh as making improvements to the mancave. As always, there is a work party the first Saturday after
Jim Hartwyk the general meeting with much needed help. Please keep in mind that the club thrives on the help
Second Keeper of all of its members, and not just a few.
of The Shillelagh ) . . ) )
Joseph Patterson I would like to thank everyone who turned out to march in the Memorial Day Parade in Sayreville
Steward this year. Lead by the FSOS Pipes and Drums, it was nice to see that people put time aside to
Wi
Dennis Pinkiewcz Jr. acknowledge the many men and women who sacrificed their lives for our country.
Trustees In the weeks to come, members are invited to attend many events being organized both at the club
Jlé’hn \)Z}a:%e as well as at other venues. To start is the annual Pig Roast which is held the first Saturday in June.
enne rown
Timothy Duggan Come out and enjoy the day with your family. You are assured a good time. Open Shuffleboard
;CTO“ Fit§erald dates have been posted on the website. Offsite activities planned are a Day at the Races, a trip
opert Quinn

to Adantic City, and four Minor League Baseball Games. All the information and sign-ups are
Financial Secretary
James O'Kane

available both online and at the club.

Pipe Major
John Hatton Be Well and God Bless You all-
Legal Advisors Mac

William Flynn, Esq.
Greg Cameron, Esq.

Honorary Chaplain
Father Terry Loughran of Limerick

Deacon
Bob McGovern of Old Bridge

P.O. Box 317-15 Oak Street, Old Bridge Township, New Jersey 08857  Telephone 732-251-9840 — www.fsos.com



Junior’s Farm

i. Go00O and

June Meeting - Thursday, June 10th  8:30pPMm

NJ Irish Festival - Saturday, June 12th
INFO FURTHER INSIDE.

Open Shuffleboard - Friday, June 25th

Blue Claws Baseball - Thursday, July 1st
DETAILS INSIDE.

Please always, take a moment

to think of all our troops and DAY AT THE RACES - Sunday,]uly 11th
DETAILS ABOUND INSIDE.

support staff overseas, and
those less fortunate than us.

Good and Welfare information Coming Soon - Family Picnic, September,
should be given to Barney Shannon

@ (732) 254-6153, or to any officer. Trenton Thunder, Patriots baseball

Father's Day Gifts - Charlie D has many

— * —————  splendid items for dads and dads of dads,
look him up for availability.

X
SHENANIGANS DEADLINES *

Please note, we are going to

try and get the paper online FSOS Pipes and Drums News
sooner than usual from now

Upcoming Events:
on, that said, please have P &

T T NJ Irish Festival - Saturday, June 12th

paper submitted by the Milltown - Sunday, July 4th

20th of the month. Thanks
Anyone interested in playing Pipes or Drums,

come down on Monday nights. - John Hatton




40th Annual NJ Irish Festival

Saturday June 122010 12PMto 7 PM

First Energy Park, Home of the Lakewood Blue Claws

Entertainment: Blackthorn, Celtic Cross, Girsa,
Willie Lynch, Jamesons Revenge, Bantry Boys
(chaired by FSOS Conor Lynch)

Ceili Tent with Irish Step Dancing

Jim Collender Pipe Band Competition
(run by FSOS Pipe Major John Hatton)

Catholic Mass at 12 Noon
Irish Craft Vendors

and a wonderful new Master of Ceremonies
—]John Sheridan, VP of the FSOS
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BLUE CLAWS BASEBALL: We have reserved a
block of 100 tickets for the Lakewood BlueClaws game
on July 1st. That's going to be one very green section.

Tickets are $10 each and the club will get money back
for all purchased tickets... so it's a win win.

This is a Thirsty Thursday game with drink specials throughout night. It's also Andre
Dawson night where the recent inductee into the MLB Hall of Fame will be there to meet
and greet and sign autographs. Everyone will have to provide their own transportation.

Need more information: Contact Tom Esser by Email or by phone @ (732) 986-2816
after 3pm daily.

You can also purchase tickets at any meeting night. Stay tuned as we will be announcing
tickets for the Somerset Patriots and the Trenton Thunder.



A DAY AT THE RACES SsuNDAY,JuLY 11th

$20.00 per person gets you admission to
beautiful MONMOUTH PARK, Food, and
Soda, you can BYOB, or Cooler.

$160.00 will reserve you a table.

This is a GREAT day, we will be trackside,
the BOBBY BYRNE BAND will be playing
from 12 to 4, free pony rides, face painters,
clowns and to top off the day, our own
Pipes and Drum band will be performing!

Y

OPEN SHUFFLEBOARD
FRIDAY, June 25th 7:30 PM

Dave Delany and his crew have been running these all spring, can’t think
of a better way to get out, cheaply, with friends, and revel in the spirited
competition, with plenty of lying of course.

i

A golf course is nothing but a poolroom moved outdoors.

— CBarry H‘tzgera/of "Go/ng My Way”



Understanding The Straw Boys of Ireland’s Northwest

If you like unusual headgear, you'll envy the Straw Boys, one of Ireland’s most eccentric traditions.

Researching the Straw Boys is a little like studying the Loch Ness
monster. Everyone who writes about them seems to give a different
explanation of who they are, where they came from and what they do

Whenever they
started, the Straw
Boys seem to
have survived

in modern Irish
life - at least in

the western
counties of Ireland
where they
almost certainly
originated.
They're most
often described as
an exceptionally
odd bunch

of party crashers - young men who appear suddenly at a
wedding, possibly uninvited, and dance with the bride and
groom before departing as swiftly as they arrived. The only
thing that's consistent in all the stories about them is the way
they conceal their identities behind stylized hats made of straw.

Still Dancing

Many present-day accounts say that the Straw Boys still appear
at weddings from the Achill Island area (northwest county
Mayo) on down through the middle west. They're familiar
enough, in fact, that some wedding planners offer Straw

Boys as a feature you can choose, along with champagne and
chocolate cake, from the standard event menu. For about $250,
you can apparently have a group of 4-5 of these fellows enter
the dinner room, accompanied by a fiddle, dance around the
tables for a few minutes, and then lift the bride from her chair
and carry her out to the dance floor to begin the "Ceili’

According to Jane Fitzgerald, speaking on a wedding website,
“they were boys who rustled cattle. After the job, they'd avoid
capture by dressing in straw hats and sneaking into a wedding.
They'd drink and dance but never talk. Eventually they got to
be a sign of good luck. It's called “strawing a wedding” Another
wedding planner advertizes Straw Boys who “"dance around the
bride and groom to protect them from evil spirits”’ But many
traditional accounts say the boys don't appear at the wedding
at all, but at the bride’s house before the wedding. Several
other writers say that in olden days, weddings were usually for
family members only, and that the Straw Boys led a delegation
of friends into the town square to welcome the bride and
groom home from their honeymoon.

Homeless?

Michael MacCarthy Morrogh'’s excellent book, “The Irish
Century, links the Straw Boys to a different tradition, calling
them "Irish equivalents of the many groups of mummers who
went around acting out traditional plays and songs at Christmas
and other times of the year in England. They expected to be
rewarded with food and drink in return for the entertainment
they offered” Film buffs may recall a portrayal of 1950's vintage
Irish mummers in 1992's “The Playboys,’ starring Aidan Quinn.
The history of travelling performers, says Morrogh, may have
arisen out of “a tradition of young, well-educated but homeless
men looking for hospitality in return for music and song”” A
photo in his book portrays a rather jaunty group of Straw Boys,
faces concealed by their odd straw hats, visiting an Irish bride
before her wedding to play music for her.

If you're in Sligo or Mayo and you happen to come across a
Straw Boy, ask him what's the idea of the blinkin” hat, and drop
us a line with his answer.

The longest word in the English language, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, is

*pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis. The only other word with the same

amount of letters is pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconioses, its plural.




Membership News

Effective as of the MAY meeting

1st Reading: BRIAN SHEVLIN, SEAN FLAHERTY, RAY RAVIRA, JASON ETTER,
ROBERT McCARTY

2nd Reading: none
New Members: none

Questions or concerns should be directed to Dennis Bohanan (732) 723-0776
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Bilberry Sunday

Bilberry Sunday is a charming old festival that lives only in Ireland's distant memory. Celebrated in mid-
summer, it was once a day when people went to hillsides and peat lands in groups to collect bilberries, and

sometimes find a spouse.

These tiny, intensely dark blue berries, are related to the blueberry though they're only about half as large.

They thrive in acidic soils, have a sweet/sour flavor, and when you squash them up, the insides are yellow.

Finding bilberries in the thick heather bushes where they grow was so difficult that collecting them took
the better part of a day. With young men and women spending long hours outside hunting for the berries
together, Bilberry Sunday became known as a time for courting. Many a lad was said to have met his wife
on this day. In some areas, the girls would bake a bilberry cake and present it to the boy of their fancy at a

Bilberry Sunday dance. Others used the berries to make tarts and even, occasionally, bilberry wine.

Bilberry Sunday occurs in mid-summer because this is when the berries ripen. Like other Irish festivals,
however, the custom may be related to other Christian and pre-Christian celebrations at the same time of
year. A major Celtic festival that was celebrated on August Tst is “Lugnasa; devoted to the deity Lugh. On
Lugnasa, devotees would make expeditions to mountain peaks and hilltops and, in some cases, light fires
there. Lugnasa has survived in a “Christianized” version as the popular practice of climbing Croagh Patrick,
in County Mayo. The climb of Croagh Patrick, done by some 25,000 pilgrims (some barefoot) takes place
on the last Sunday in July.



AD Book: #220, Dave Schmidt

F.I.L.F.C.: Maybe Harry Ballsack

Please remember to bring a canned food item every time you
come to the club, there are many needy people these days.

(@™ YOUR BUSINESS HERE “W)
to place an ad call 732-425-8181

CTHARLES BOYLE

SALES CCOMSLATEN

Bus (732) 591-1111
Old Bridge, NJ 08857 Fax (732) 591-2018
www.ableautogroup.com Cell (732) 439-6286
sales @ableautogroup.com

P.O. Box 5249

Rent Our Banquet Hall
For Your Next Event

Call 732-251-2626

Patrick O’Brien
New Brunswick, NJ
Cell: (732) 718-0350 - Email:pobrienelectric@aol.com
License #14145 - Insured
Residential - Commercial - Industrial

W\R O’Brien Electric, LLC

Phone (732) 548-1711 Fax: (732) 548-9782

Spotless Shade LLC.

Custom Made Window Treatments
Venetian Blinds Cleaning Repair Service ~ Wash - Retape - Record
Verticals - Blinds - Shades - Draperies - Top Treatments

1219 Highway 1 South, Edison, NJ 08837 SCOTT FITZGERALD

Special Discount
For FSOS Club Members and their Family Members.

Property presented by:
Marianne Jarvis

C21 WORDEN AND GREEN
1070 State Route 18

East Brunswick. NJ 08816
732-238-2100

marianne. jarvis@century2 1.com

Ask About The $8000 Tax Credit For 1st Time Home Buyers

Financing provided by:

Brian Homowitz

Home Mortgage Consultant

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

45 East High Street

Somerville, NJ 08876
908-575-4412
Brian.homowitz2@wellsfargo.com
www. wihm.com/brian-homowitz

If the down payment is less than 20% and based on the selected prograni and term of the loan, monthly mortgage insurance may he required. FHA loans require an upfront. mortgage insurance premium of 1.75% of
the foan amount. A funding fee is required on VA loans. The interest rate on an Adjustable Rate Mortgage (ARM) is subject Lo increase after consumption. Subject (o credit approval, Rates mvailable as of date of
printing are subject Lo change without netice. Home Equity financing is available through Wells Fargo Consumer Credit Group, a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Member FDIC. Wells Fargo is a division of Wells

EQUAL HOUSING Fargo Bank, N.A.. © 2007 Wells Farge Bank, N.A. All rights reserved
LENDER



ANTONIO & FLYNN

@™ YOUR BUSINESS HERE “® ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Throckmorton Lane, Old Bridge, NJ

to place an ad call 732-425-8181 o s

This is Bill Flynn...Our Attorney Member
If You Need Expert Advice Call Bill

Accidents (Auto, Falldown, Etc.) Name Change
H ivi Adoption Real Estate Transactions
ERA DeSIgns for LIVIng’ Inc' F AN Bankruptcy Wills and Probate
Martin Cameron . l. Divorce and Family Law Worker's Compensation
e Realtor Associate ER A DW!I and other Municipal Court
R ET Real E
2677 Route 516, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION FOR MEMBERS
Tel: 732-679-2300 - Cell: 732-245-1559 - Eve: 732-251-5447 AND THEIR IMMEDIATE FAMILY
“Member Chamber of Commerce” ' Kevin Burns
ELITE TRAVEL SERVICE MB Offce 1 Support
Residential Computer Support
P.0O. Box 5368, Old Bridge, NJ 08857 m=Computer Solutions Wieb Site Development
609-558-7922 - Fax 732-251-8143 APRSRRL TN,
Email: ElitetravelO6/(@aol.com Dana & Bob Tel: 732-264-2738 Cell: 732-947-9870 Website: www.kmbsupport.com
EI David Jefiiss. Owner Business: 732-203-1584 Mobile: 908-601-6033
. The Hand?( Man - For Your PC Needs Regina E. Hatton
==l Don’t Let Technology Pass You By!
= PC Trouble Shooting - Installing Hardware & Software Income Tax Services ® Personal & Small Business
Servicing Your Home or Office Repairs 9 Ennis Drive
732.251.4066 - E-mail: TheHandyPCMan(@aol.com Hazlet, NJ 07730 E-File Services Available

Brian & Missy O'Kane

WWW.OlzaneOul‘l:iﬂ:ers.Coln

Paul Pscolka

1993 Graduate Madison Central High School - B A, M.S, Ed. University of Pennsylvania
SAT Specialist - Individual and Group Instruction Available

732.485.6480 - www.ivymasters.com

Bagpiping Supp]_ies . Hig’l‘llan(l Attire
Kilt Maldng & Repairs » Tutoring
125 County Road 516 Old Bric]ge, NJ 08857

O'Kane Out{-itters ﬁ,lw MASTERS LEARNING CENTER

Ph/Fx: 732-254-3555 E-mail: pipermiglltyoa.le @ yal’loo.com

TUXEDOS * UNIFORMS * EMBROIDERY 732-741-2251 _II_ ‘DP I l—I /-\\]r
Love Lane rvxevos & CA-T-ERI &

(Division of Cozy Formal Wear)

Vincent wWoods

66 Broad Street ¢ Red Bank, NJ 07701 Manager Patrick Donnelly CHRning ron Al Occasions 613-8506
YUHAS PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. 4 el (132) 679-2231
109 Stagecoach Road Freehold, NJ 07728 ax: (732) 679-
5, Shop Located in South River @ 18 THROCKMORTON LANE
= m@:qoyu SBGRTS u: OLD BRIDGE, NJ 08857
Michael Yuhas, President (732) 257-7013 ‘_’T‘?‘“ DEATEREMICIALI ST Ralph Quick - Dave Fisher

732-947-8100/732-416-0847 fax Bonded and Insured

GENOVA PLUMBING & HEATING

Residential & Commercial

“NOT JUST KITCHENS FOR ASTRONAUTS

MORE THE CRAFT OF SPACE" PO Box 108 Vincent Genova
John P. Sheridan 732-521-0992 Old Bridge, Nj 08857 NJMPL #12470
JIM MCANDREW, SALES REPRESENTATIVE ALLIED BEVERAGE GROUP, LLC Dlneen Realty
J&] DISTRIBUTING 600 WASHINGTON AVE,
CARLSTAUT, N 07072 Patrick & Justine Dineen Office: (732) 613-9300 x11

1.800.313.6767

201.842.6200

VOICE MAIL: 1.877.848.9000 :xT.9029
EMAIL: ROJ042377

Owner-Partners Fax: (732) 613-7327

S Cell: (732) 266-6485
@ 3 Parlin Drive dineenrealty@yahoo.com

B Parlin, NJ 08859 dineenrealty.com

Rent Our Banquet Hall For Your Next Event
Call 732-251-2626




