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¢ Mountains are defined [operational definition) as being conspicuous, steep features
having alfitudinal plant zongtion, and at least 300 metres in relative relief.

¢ Mountains are found on every continent on Earth, and on many oceanic islands.

s Az asingle great londscape type. reaching almost from pole fo pole, they encompass the
most extensive aray of topographic, soik, climatic, faunal, floral and cultural
differentiation kncwn to mankind.

¢ The conspicuous beauty and awesomeness of mountains, and their seeming immutability
hcowve made them sacred to the major religions of the world, and often the abode of
ancestors. Mary are magnets atfracting alpinists, hikers, artists and tourkts.

s«  Mountaing are the origin home of the $ most important food staples of the word.

¢ Mountains are refuges of great biclogical diversity and high levels of endemism, they are
critical as water towers and catchments for almaost all of our major rivers providing water
to at least half of humanity. They are often the last sanctuaries for endangered cultures
and endangered wild plants and animals

e 32% of the world’s protected areas are found in mountains.

¢ The 2003 United Nations Protected Arecs list gives a total of 2,345 mountain protected
areas covering 1,735,828 000 hectares.

s« Maony regiors with mountains hove no representative protected areas such as the Atlos
Mountains, Antarctica, Papua New Guinea and the Middle East.

s« For high mountaing 61 World Heritage arecs have been designated. and 28 additional
sites have been recognized to fil gaps.

I

Bibliography:

Hamilton, LS. 2002, Wy tountains Matter. Warld Conservalion. Mountain High. The \JWCH Bulletin, Mo 1,

2002, IUCH, The World Consenvation Union, Gland Switzerand.

Harmon, 0. Worloys, G.L (gds] 2004, Managing Mountain Protected Areas: Challenges and

Responses for the 215 Century. Andromeda Editrice, Italy,

Wesserli, Ba, lves, J.D. [Ed’s] Mountains of the World. A Glebal Prierity. A contribution to Chapter 13 of

Agenda 2], Parthenon, Mew York.

Thorell, J.. Hamilton, LS. 2002, A Globed Overview of Mountain protected Areas on the World Hertage

Lisk. UICM, Sland switzerland. [Plus updates to present].




