2017 AIA-IR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
James M. Wright, FAIA, NCARB
PRESIDENT (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)

Thierry Paret, FAIA, NCARB, MRIAI, LEED AP
VICE PRESIDENT (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)
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Sherif Anis, AIA, NCARB, RIBA
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

SECRETARY (2-year term, 1/1/2017-12/31/2018)

Now well into a new year, and new opportunities for
the AIA global community!
Regardless of where you were the last quarter of 2016,
you couldn’t escape the clamor arising from the fractious
nature of U.S. politics. Nor could the AIA, as the Institute
became embroiled in controversy over a post-election
statement to the incoming administration that some members regarded as an affront to our core values.
2017 launches with Tom Vonier, FAIA as the Institute’s
93rd President; the upcoming “recovery” dialogue aimed
at reaffirming and articulating what our profession values
and strives for will occur on the opening months of Tom’s
watch. I have every expectation that Tom—founder of
AIA Continental Europe, the first President of the AIA-IR,
and for many years a champion for AIA’s international
member community in general—will assure that we are a
part of looking beyond the turmoil to initiatives aimed at
reinforcing the crucial role of architects in addressing the
key challenges of our time.

Loay Quota, AIA, RIBA, LEED AP
TREASURER (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)

Dr. Christine E. Bruckner, FAIA, HKIUD, LEED AP, BEAM Pro
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)

Steven Miller, FAIA, RIBA
INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE STRATEGIC COUNCIL (3-year
term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2018)

Tannar Whitney, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP
DIRECTOR, ZONE 1 (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)

Christopher Chan, AIA, NCARB, HKIA, RIBA, LEED AP BD+C
DIRECTOR, ZONE 2 (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)

Dr. Adam V. Pantelimon, Intl. Assoc. AIA, FRIBA, ARB, CNOA, MCIP
DIRECTOR, UNASSIGNED MEMBERS (2-year term, 1/1/2016-12/31/2017)

Yew Kee Cheong, AIA, MSIA
DIRECTOR, UNASSIGNED MEMBERS (2-year term, 1/1/2017-12/31/2018)

Etain Fitzpatrick, AIA
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE, AIA UNITED KINGDOM (1-year term, 1/1/201712/31/2017)

The AIA-IR entered 2017 with an expanded Board of Directors offering direct representation of all six AIA international chapters. This year the Board is transitioning from
the original three global zones representation model, with
two of the former four Zone Directors completing their
staggered terms.

Nóra Demeter, Intl. Assoc. AIA

At its December 2016 meeting, the Board expressed its
deep gratitude to departing Secretary Lester Korzilius,
FAIA, RIBA and Director Robert Rhodes, AIA (Zone 1).
George Kunihiro, FAIA, changed hats—his term as Director (Zone 2) concluded, but George returns as the AIA
Japan Chapter Director. The other new chapter representative Board members are Etain Fitzpatrick, AIA (UK),
Nóra Demeter, Intl. Assoc. AIA (CE), Ken Hau, AIA
(HK), Paul McKeever, AIA (ME) and Greg Yager, AIA
(SH). The Directors representing chapters are selected by
the chapters.

George Kunihiro, FAIA

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE, AIA CONTINENTAL EUROPE (1-year term,
1/1/2017-12/31/2017)

Kenneth Hau, FAIA, HKIA
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE, AIA HONG KONG (1-year term, 1/1/201712/31/2017)

CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE, AIA JAPAN (1-year term, 1/1/2017-12/31/2017)

Paul McKeever, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE, AIA MIDDLE EAST (1-year term, 1/1/201712/31/2017)

Greg Yager, AIA, HKIUD
CHAPTER REPRESENTATIVE, AIA SHANGHAI (1-year term, 1/1/201712/31/2017)

INSTITUTE LIAISON
Jay A. Stephens, Hon. AIA
AIA SR. VICE PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COUNSEL

In mid-2016 the AIA-IR membership elected Sherif Anis,
AIA to the office of 2017-2018 Secretary. As before, our

Emily Dorey
AIA DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL AND UNSTAFFED COMPONENTS

continued next page
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continued from previous page

many members unassigned to any of the IR chapters will
have two Board Director representatives; Yew Kee
Cheong, AIA was appointed as Director from this constituency.
In 2016 we held our second annual international conference in Toronto with stimulating presentations and discussions led by an array of acclaimed thought leaders—and
perhaps planted the seed for an AIA Canada. We promoted the quality design work of our community through
our third annual design awards program; we collaborated
with the AIA International Committee Knowledge Community on a variety of practice issues. We kept you informed,
and invited you to get involved.
Stay connected in 2017, and I hope to see you in Orlando
(April) or Prague (October) or at any of the many upcoming chapter events.

FROM THE FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
Thierry Paret, FAIA, MRIAI, ARB, LEED AP
Director-At-Large 2016-2017, AIA
First Vice President 2016-2017, AIA-IR

New AIA International Region Chapter
Formation Guidelines Now in Effect
In recent months, in conjunction with several other AIA-IR
Board members I have worked closely with the AIA National Secretary, AIA National Legal Counsel, and the AIA
Senior Vice President of Membership and Component
Services to establish a robust, clear and concise new
chapter formation guideline document. This document
was developed to ensure that future chapters would be
financially solvent, vibrant and successful. The formation
document clearly and simply outlines key requirements as
follows:


Petition with signatures from 50 members in good
standing, with 30 out of the 50 signatures from US
licensed architects.



Description of the territory or territories covered.



Legal Status: The component must achieve formal
legal status within a reasonable period of time.



By-Laws: Bespoke By-Laws that are in alignment with
AIA National By-Laws and those of the host territory.



Core Services: Must provide a description of the short
range (one to two years) and long range (three to five
years) core services that are required by AIA National.



Coordination: The component must do its best to coordinate with local host governments and local architectural organizations. The intent is to reach out and
make local governments and professional bodies
aware of the AIA component’s formation and future
activities. The proposed components should reach out
to work with similar organizations as a courtesy whenever possible in a collegiate manner.

Have a question, comment or suggestion? Drop me a
note!

James M. Wright, FAIA
President, AIA International Region
james.wright@aiainternational.org

The proposed components should receive the endorsement from the AIA-IR President and the AIA-IR's Representative to the Strategic Council prior to submitting the
formation documents to the AIA National Secretary for
official review. If the documentation proves to be satisfactory, then the AIA National Secretary prepares and presents the proposed request for chapter formation for the
AIA National Board's approval.
Tom Vonier offers his first words as President of the AIA:
AIA Presidential Inauguration, National Museum of African American
History & Culture, Washington, DC, 10 December 2016

The AIA-IR Secretary can provide the formation document
to any member who makes a request in writing.
ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017
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2017 ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS
The 2017 Annual Meeting of the members of the AIA International Region will take place Thursday, April 27,
2017, commencing at 2:00 p.m. (U.S. Eastern Daylight
Time), in Room W104, Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida, USA. The meeting will be conducted
for the purpose of nominating and electing the First Vice
President and the Treasurer whose terms expire at the
end of 2017; for receiving the annual reports of the Board
and the Treasurer; and for the transaction of such other
business as may be appropriate.
All members of the AIA International Region are invited to
attend.
For additional information, contact AIA Senior Vice President and General Counsel Jay Stephens, Hon. AIA, at
jstephens@aia.org, or Emily Dorey, Director, International
and
Unstaffed
Components,
at
emilydorey@aia.org. Additional information will also be available
soon on the AIA International Region’s Web Site at
www.aiainternational.org.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING
ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS
Eligible Members. You are eligible to participate in
the 2017 Annual Meeting of the members of the AIA International Region if:
You are in good standing as an Architect member, Associate member, International Associate member, Fellow, or
Emeritus member of the American Institute of Architects;
and
You reside or work outside the United States; and
You are not assigned to any AIA chapter, or you are assigned to one of these AIA chapters:
AIA Continental Europe
AIA Hong Kong
AIA Japan
AIA Middle East
AIA Shanghai
AIA UK
Participation in the Meeting. The meeting will begin
promptly on Thursday, April 27, 2017, at 2:00 p.m. (U.S.
Eastern Daylight Time). If you are eligible to participate in
the meeting (see Item 1, “Eligible Members,” above), you
may attend in any of these ways:
In Person. You may attend the meeting in person by
going to Room W104, Orange County Convention Center,
Orlando, Florida, USA, at the date and time shown above.
By Telephone. You may also participate by telephone. If you intend to participate by telephone, please
contact AIA Senior Vice President and General Counsel
Jay Stephens, Hon. AIA, at jstephens@aia.org or by fax
to +1-202-626-7426, no later than Friday, April 14, 2017,
at 5:00 p.m. (U.S. Eastern Daylight Time). We will then
provide dial-in instructions to you.

person or by telephone, you may select an eligible member attending the meeting to represent you by proxy and
to vote on your behalf. You may do so by printing, filling
out, and signing the proxy form found at
www.aiainternational.org, and sending it to AIA Senior
Vice President and General Counsel Jay Stephens, Hon.
AIA, at jstephens@aia.org or by fax to +1-202-626-7426.
(If you are unable to use the proxy form, you may simply
send your proxy instructions in an e-mail or fax to Jay Stephens.) All proxy forms/instructions must be received no
later than Friday, April 14, 2017, at 5:00 p.m. (U.S. Eastern Daylight Time).
By Electronic Vote/Proxy. If you are unable to attend
the meeting in person or by telephone, you may also indicate your preference for a candidate for First Vice President and Treasurer electronically and select an eligible
member attending the meeting to represent you by proxy
and to vote on your behalf. Further information on electronic voting will be available shortly. All electronic voting/
proxying must be completed no later than Friday, April 14,
2017, at 5:00 p.m. (U.S. Eastern Daylight Time).
Five percent of the membership entitled to vote shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any business. Every decision at the meeting shall be by a majority vote of
those eligible members who are present and voting either
in person, by telephone, by proxy, or by electronic vote/
proxy.
Business at the Meeting. The following business will
be conducted at the meeting:
Annual Reports of the Board of Directors and the Treasurer.
Election of the First Vice President (2018-2019). (See
Item 4, “Nomination and Election of the First Vice President and the Treasurer,” below.)
Election of the Treasurer (2018-2019). (See Item 4,
“Nomination and Election of the First Vice President and
the Treasurer,” below.)
Other Business, as appropriate.
Written minutes of the meeting shall be kept by the Secretary and thereafter filed in the AIA International Region’s
records.
Nomination and Election of the First Vice President
and the Treasurer. The eligible members at this meeting will elect a new First Vice President and a new Treasurer, who will each serve in those respective capacities
from January 1, 2018, through December 31, 2019.
A corporate officer of the AIA International Region, the
First Vice President shall assume all the powers and the
duties of the President in the event of absence or disability
of the President, and shall perform other duties assigned
by the President or by the Board of Directors.
A corporate officer of the AIA International Region, the
Treasurer, shall be responsible for the financial affairs of

By Proxy. If you are unable to attend the meeting in
continued next page
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2017 ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

continued

the Corporation and shall serve without bond. The Treasurer shall perform other duties assigned by the President
or by the Board of Directors.
The Treasurer shall authorize disbursements from the
Corporation’s funds with the approval of the Board of Directors, and in accordance with applicable law and these
Bylaws.
Any member eligible to participate in the Annual Meeting
may be nominated for First Vice President or Treasurer.
(See Item 1, “Eligible Members,” above.)
Nominations for First Vice President or Treasurer may be
submitted:
by the Board of Directors; or
by any AIA chapter located outside the United States; or
through a petition containing the signatures of ten eligible
members. (See Item 1, “Eligible Members,” above.) A
copy
of
the
petition
may
be
found
at
www.aiainternational.org. If not all the nominating members are able to sign one petition form, multiple forms may
be used to collect the required ten signatures.
All nominations should be submitted to AIA Senior Vice
President and General Counsel Jay Stephens, Hon. AIA,
at jstephens@aia.org or by fax to +1-202-626-7426. All
nominations including the candidate biography and platform (final page of this notice) must be submitted no later
than Friday, March 24, 2017 Wednesday, March 29,
2017, at 5:00 p.m. (U.S. Eastern Daylight Time).
The First Vice President and the Treasurer will be elected
by a secret ballot of those present and voting at the meeting (including those represented by proxy or by electronic
vote/proxy).
For additional information, contact AIA Senior Vice
President and General Counsel Jay Stephens, Hon.
AIA, at jstephens@aia.org, or Emily Dorey, Director,
International and Unstaffed Components, at emilydorey@aia.org.

Proxy and nomination forms were
distributed to all IR members via email on 25 February 2017 and again
on 23 March 2017.
These forms can also be found at
aiainternational.org.
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NOTES FROM THE INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE TO THE AIA STRATEGIC COUNCIL
Steven Miller, FAIA, RIBA

The IR in Singapore Manon Sora Koestorer, AIA,
2015-2016 AIA-IR Board of Directors member representing IR unassigned members, organized an event to help
reach our unassigned members in Singapore. I gave a
presentation to 35 attendees called Living by the Numbers
in the 21st Century authored by Illya Azaroff, AIA, a fellow
member of the Strategic Council from New York. Similar
programs were presented in Hong Kong, Prague, and
eventually in Toronto by Illya himself.
Four key points of the presentation:


Climate change and global warming requires remediation and sustainability. Why are coal fired power
plants increasing to 200% of approved Paris accord
levels?



Extensive heavy rainfall and flooding requires rethinking of drainage systems and river and sea edges, as
water is shifting.



Global warming is creating heat waves as 2015 is the
hottest year in recorded history and the largest arctic
melting. Land and Ocean temperatures are up.



The number of people and their locations are changing related to weather, migration (natural and violence
related).

Prague 2016 Architecture Week
I was involved
with two presentations: one at the Mayor's Art Deco offices with government officials, and one at the new school of
architecture.
Hong Kong
I was invited by the AIA-HK Chapter to be
the Chairman of their annual design awards jury. As the
IR Representative to the Strategic Council, I used this
time to understand the influence of the universities related
to the AIA in Hong Kong and also to start a relationship
with the leadership of the Hong Kong Institute which in
turn introduced me to the heads of the Singapore and Malaysian Institutes.
When in Hong Kong I also attended the ARCASIA conference and was an award presenter for their nine design
awards. The jury was held in Kuala Lumpur in August and
I was made Chairman. We had approximately 400 entries
in nine categories.
On my Jury were very respected designers from Sri
Lanka, Thailand, and Hong Kong. The Thailand representative, Sathirut Nui Tandanand, is the President of ARCASIA and the Thailand Institute.

AIA Hong Kong Design Awards Adjudication The design jury at
work; Steven Miller, FAIA poses with Ken Hau, FAIA, 2016 President,
AIA Hong Kong
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AIA-IR FELLOWS COMMITTEE
Lester Korzilius, FAIA, RIBA

The IR established a Fellowship committee in 2016. Currently, there are approximately 42 Fellows and 242 Honorary Fellows in the International Region. The committee
will, among other things, selectively support and sponsor
Honorary Fellowship applications from individuals practising outside the boundaries of the six international chapters. In 2016 the IR supported the successful candidacy
of Hayder Ali; Hon FAIA from Sudan. We welcome suggestions on worthy individuals.
In November, Stephan Reinke, FAIA, the International
Region representative to the College of Fellows, trialled a
Fellows dinner for the Fellows and Honorary Fellows living
in the United Kingdom. This was held as part of the AIA
UK’s Keynote Lecture that was held in partnership with,
and held at the headquarters of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). RIBA CEO Allan Vallance, AIA National EVP/CEO Robert Ivy, FAIA and AIA National President Elect Tom Vonier, FAIA were in attendance. The
event was successful and provides a blueprint for further
similar activities throughout the International Region.

Tom Phifer, FAIA Presents Four Museums
AIA-UK keynote lecture in conjunction with the AIA Fellows Dinner held
at the RIBA headquarters, London

It is early days, but one of the items under discussion is
the establishment of a scholarship fund for which sponsorship would be sought.
Fellows and Honorary Fellows interested in participating in
this committee are encouraged to make contact!

Members of the 2017 AIA-IR Fellows Committee:

Lester Korzilius, FAIA; Stephan C. Reinke, FAIA; Tom Vonier, FAIA;
Michael Lischer, FAIA

Dr. Christine Bruckner, FAIA
Kenneth Hau, FAIA
George Kunihiro, FAIA
Steven Miller, FAIA
Thierry Paret, FAIA
James Wright, FAIA

The AIA Fellows Pre-Dinner Reception in the RIBA Lutyens Room

ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017
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AIA-IR SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
James M. Wright, FAIA

Tom Vonier, FAIA (then President-Elect, AIA) welcomed
over 100 members and friends to the second annual AIAIR conference in Toronto, Ontario. The conference
opened with a reception at the Art Gallery of Ontario on
Thursday evening, 20 October, and closed with a postconference building tour the following Sunday afternoon.
The conference format was built around plenary sessions
Friday, Saturday and Sunday mornings, with afternoon
building and walking tours. A gala dinner was held on
Saturday evening, during which the 2016 AIA International
Region Design Awards winners were announced (the
awards jury met that Friday afternoon to adjudicate the
program entries). The AIA-IR Board of Directors held prebreakfast meetings on Saturday and Sunday mornings,
and at the closing session, Canadian members were
briefed on the steps to take towards the possible creation
of an AIA Canada.

The opening reception in the Red Room of FRANK Restaurant in Frank
Gehry’s addition to the Art Gallery of Ontario

Speaking at the conference (in order of appearance):
“Hot to Cold”

Kai-Uwe Bergmann, AIA, RIBA
Partner, Bjarke Ingels Group

“Innovative Ideas for Energy and Water Savings”

Daniel Nall, FAIA, PE
Vice President, Syska Hennessy Group

“The Impact of Culture and Climate on Lighting Design Solutions”

Abhay Wadhwa
Design Principal/CEO, AWA Lighting Designers

“Leading with the Public Realm: Advancing Health and Creating Connections to Place”

Kai-Uwe Bergmann takes to the floor in discussing BIG’s work across
the climatic spectrum

Harold Madi, BURPI, MRAIC
Senior Principal, Stantec

“How the Living Building Challenge is Reshaping Design”

Jason McLennan
CEO, McLennan Design; Founder/Chairman, Living Building Institute

“Global Practice—Food—Urbanism”

Josh Chaiken, AIA
Principal, Kohn Pedersen Fox

“LMN Architects: Going Beyond”

Mark Reddington, FAIA
Partner, LMN Design (AIA 2016 firm of the Year)

“Wellness in Design: the Intangible Metrics of Air, Light, Water and
Movement”
Panel discussion moderated by Dr. Christine Bruckner, FAIA

Jason McLennan explains how the Living Building Challenge is being
successfully implemented (above); Mark Reddington walks attendees
through LMN’s approach to design (below)

“Living by the Numbers in the 21st Century: Forecasting Resilient Futures”

Illya Azaroff, AIA
+LAB architect PLLC

“Cultural Sustainability”

Michael Heeney, FRAIC
Principal, Bing Thom Architects
“An Introduction to the AIA-IR Unassigned Members”
Dr. Adam Pantelimon, Intl. Assoc. AIA & Manon Sora Koestoer, AIA
ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017
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TRIANGULATE IN TORONTO

continued from previous page

The entrance of Charles Correa’s (with Moriyama & Teshima) Ismaili
Centre (above) and as viewed from Maki’s (also with M&T) Aga Khan
Museum (below)

“Creating a Walkable Downtown” walking tour (above) and the interior of
the Ryerson University Student Learning Centre by Snøhetta with The
Zeidler Partnership (below)
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AIA-IR DESIGN AWARDS
Dr. Christine Bruckner, FAIA

The AIA International Region held its 2016 Design Awards
Recognition Event on March 9, 2017 at the historic Octagon Museum adjacent to the AIA headquarters building.
The awards presentation was held concurrent with the
2017 AIA Grassroots reception and open house at the
Institute headquarters.
An exhibition was mounted of all award recipient projects
for the first three years of the AIA-IR awards program
(2014, 2015 and 2016). This exhibit stayed on display
until March 21, 2017, having been seen by hundreds of
Octagon House visitors.
Watch for information coming out soon on the 2017 design awards program. Winners will be announced at the
AIA-IR/Continental Europe joint conference in Prague at a
gala dinner on October 7, 2017.
Invite your colleagues working abroad to get more involved with the Region and embrace the opportunity for
global recognition!

Below: 2016 Merit Award and 2014 Honor Award winner Jonathan Friedman, Intl. Assoc. AIA of Partisans Architects (Toronto)

Two double award winners: above: John Sellery, AIA of M Moser Associates (Hong Kong); below: Louis Becker, Intl. Assoc. AIA, of Henning
Larsen Architects (Copenhagen)
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AIA-IR DESIGN AWARDS

continued from previous page

Above left, top: AIA First Vice President Carl Elefante, FAIA (back row,
fourth from the left), AIA CEO Robert Ivy, FAIA (middle row, next to
Christine Bruckner, FAIA) and awardees and AIA-IR members surround AIA President Tom Vonier, FAIA (center)
Above left, left to right: Hugh Whitmore, AIA, Chris Chan, AIA, and Greg
Yager, AIA, all of AIA Shanghai, with Silas Chiow (Beijing)
Above right: Louis Becker, Intl. Assoc. AIA, of Henning Larsen Architects
presents his firm’s design of the Moesgaard Museum in Aarhus, Denmark
Right: Paul McKeever, AIA admires the always well dressed Loay Quota,
AIA along with an amused Thierry Paret, FAIA as an incredulous
Scott Gold, AIA (AIA Japan) wonders if all of the AIA Middle East
chapter is like this...
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AIA-IR DESIGN AWARDS

continued from previous page

Above top: The AIA-IR sent a record number of delegates to the 2017 Grassroots conference. Pausing on the Octagon House are some of attendees
representing AIA chapters in Hong Kong, Shanghai, Tokyo, Continental Europe and Middle East, along with unassigned IR members from Beijing and
Toronto. Above left: Silas Chiow, AIA, and his firm’s Merit Award winning Sichuan Airlines Center in Chengdu. Above right: 2016 awards juror Michael
H.K. Wong, AIA, FRAIC, RIBA stands between award International Open award recipients Jonathan Friedman, Intl. Assoc. AIA and Talbot
Sweetapple. Above, lower right: AIA Continental Europe President Tiffany Melançon, Intl. Assoc. AIA appears to be enjoying the awards
presentations!
ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017
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HABITAT III PRE-CONFERENCE, BERLIN
Sandra Zettersten, AIA

[Sandra Zettersten, AIA, of AIA Continental Europe attended the Habitat III pre-conference event held in Berlin
last June on behalf of the AIA. This conference led to the
third convening of the United Nations Conference on
Housing and Sustainable Development in Quito, Ecuador
in October.]

Architects Need to be
Engaged Early in the New
Urban Agenda

The aim of Habitat III is to reinvigorate the global commitment to sustainable urbanization and to focus on the implementation of a New Urban Agenda, building on the
1996 Istanbul Habitat agenda. A New Urban Agenda is
urgently needed, timely and should be vigorously pursued
and normalized in cities and surrounding areas. The current patterns of urban development are unsustainable as
cities are unable to cope with environmental, economic,
social, and political shocks and stressors.
Architects and urban planners are largely absent from this
global conversation about the unsustainable path of urbanization. In this forum, the only reference made to an
actual architect or architecture was a slide from one of the
speakers showing Le Corbusier in the 1920´s next to a
model of what he visualized for Paris in terms of new high
rise and low rise rectangular modern buildings to be built
after razing neighborhoods of Haussmann´s nineteenth
century wide boulevards, parks and unified 5-story architecture. The implication was that architects are arrogant,
destroying cultural heritage and city images for their own
aggrandizement.
Habitat III and the New Urban Agenda are important to
architects because these are issues important to the industry, and we can offer creative and technical solutions.
This can begin by architects becoming more involved in
volunteering in grassroots movements, citizen participation in political, environmental, infrastructure and building
environments and in the related social, financial and cultural heritage issues. They should be guides and facilitators of creative solutions to day-to-day and future problems and developments in urban areas. Their technical
knowledge is invaluable and could provide great assistance.
Without architects and their knowledge, issues that may
go unaddressed are as follows:


Gentrification is a large problem in many cities. This
was not mentioned or discussed. Driving out normal
citizens from urban areas and building only for the
upper income levels destroys communities, cultural
heritage and diversity.



Need for Creative solutions to Urban challenges of
growth, sustainability and resilience.



Access to clean water, sanitation and electricity for all.



Daily transportation and congestion issues by creating
live-work-study neighborhoods.



Too many surfaces are being sealed over by buildings
and roads leading to more flooding of urban areas.
Look back to original flood plains and green areas for
new direction in where it is climatically sustainable to
build.

It should be recommended that 20 years is much too long
between these conferences. Every five years would make
sense based up on the changing climate, wars, resettlements based on wars, genocides and lack of access to
clean water, lack of access to food, lack of control over
funding for cities and their citizens, and very rapid uncontrolled building growth.
There is hope for the New Urban Agenda and the opportunities that may arise from Habitat III. Some of these include: a.) A greater role for architects in the early stages
of planning. b.) A greater role for architects in the short
and long term planning and development of more sustainable urban development and c.) the development and utilization of possible standard markers and/or benchmarks
which measure the progress of a city toward achieving
greater sustainable, livable, resilient cities which underscore and make real the precepts of the Berlin Declaration. These should then be shared worldwide.
ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017
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AIA CONTINENTAL EUROPE
Nóra Demeter, AIA Intl. Assoc.

AIA-CE had a busy 2016, making many steps in what appears to be the onset of some new initiations.
We had two inspiring events this year, both of which
brought a new standard within our already high-level conferences. At our Spring conference in Barcelona, we were
immersed in architectural, cultural and gastronomic indulgences- our intellect and emotions fully pampered. It was
interesting to return to a city which we had visited almost
20 years prior, and to see the many layers of progress
and development.
Our second event was in Girne, Cyprus in the Fall. The
conference was enhanced by a student competition introducing over 20 young students as participants in our conference. The success of the competition reinforced our
Chapter’s commitment to further integrating such events,
in the continued desire to open our Chapter to young architects within our region.

Girne Municipality welcomes AIA-CE
AIA-CE members and friends gather in Cyprus for four fabulous days of
learning, sharing, mentoring...

Our new web platform was also launched in the spring,
introducing our new visual format. We are still developing
the site, but it was a tremendous effort spearheaded by
AIA-CE 2017 President Tiffany Melançon. We will continue to develop our site as well as other forms of social media next year.
AIA-CE continues to enjoy the support of many loyal
sponsors and I would like to thank them for their contributions. The quality of our events is undoubtedly due to their
generosity.
I wish everyone the best wishes for 2017. Our events in
2017 – Nice in the Spring and Prague in the Fall – as a
joint event with AIA-IR – should be etched in everyone’s
calendar!

Student design competition
Using the Girne conference as a way to engage local students...the challenge: ideas for the adaptive reuse of the Old Town bazaar.
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AIA UNITED KINGDOM
September 9, 2016 – Building Tour – King’s Cross Gasholders by Wilkinson Eyre Architects
Michael Lischer, FAIA

On Friday the 9th of September 2016, AIA-UK members
and guests met at Argent's King's Cross redevelopment
scheme to tour the Gasholder residential buildings. Designed by Wilkinson Eyre, the three building, 145 unit
apartment project is scheduled for completion early next
year. The tour was led by Wilkinson Eyre's project architect, Jeff Lee. Tour attendees earned 1 continuing education learning unit for participation.
The Gasholder project is the "jewel in the crown" for developer Argent and provides the developments high end
luxury residential offer. The estimated construction cost
for the three buildings is circa £125m. This figure includes
£16m for the restoration of four gasholder structures. Studio apartments start at £800,000 and prices rise
to over £10m for a three bed penthouse.
The key feature and design driver of the project is the reuse of three 1867 grade II listed gasholders. Although not
reconstructed in their original position, the gasholders really define the project's design. The design concept provides three drums of accommodation at differing heights
to suggest the movement of the original gasholders, which
would have risen up or down depending on the pressure
of the gas within. A fourth gasholder structure is located at
the center of the gasholder structural frames and forms an
open courtyard.

The building volumes are contained within each of the
gasholder structural frames. This structural expression is
further enhanced by a system of operable and static metal
panels that can be used to control the environmental conditions inside the apartments. The dark steel cladding
contrasts with other elements of brass and bronze.
Inside, the apartments are linked by a series of circular
walkways around a central courtyard in each building. This brings natural light into the building's core and
circulation corridors. Rooftop landscaping connects nature
with the surrounding urban landscape.
The project presented real challenges for the design team,
as everything was dictated by the gasholder structures. The result is a fantastic celebration of King's Cross'
industrial heritage. Wilkinson Eyre's design has brought
the gasholders back to a new life and Argent is to be commended for having the courage to undertake such a
unique project!

continued next page
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AIA UNITED KINGDOM

continued from previous page

October 18, 2016 - Walking on Air
Yevgeniy Beylkin, Int'l. Assoc. AIA

AIA-UK is delighted to have supported a sold out lecture
entitled “Walk on Air – Brighton’s New Vertical Promenade
Pier”. The joint AIA, RIBA, IStructE event took place on
Tuesday the 18th of October 2016 at the RIBA’s Jarvis
Auditorium. The focus of the talk was the recently completed British Airways i360 (BAi360) in Brighton, the
world’s tallest moving observation tower. David Marks and
Julia Barfield of Marks Barfield Architects and Dr.
John Roberts of Jacobs explained the thinking behind
its concept, design, engineering and construction.
It is thought that this was only the second time architects
and engineers have shared the platform at RIBA to talk
jointly about a project. Julia Barfield referred to the collaboration as a “great example of the symbiotic relationship
between architecture and engineering”. Building on the
success of the London Eye, the BAi360 is an ambitious
project which aims to offer a unique visitor experience.
Standing at the foot of what used to be the West Pier, the
tower is almost exactly half as high as the pier was long.
Just as the original pier welcomed Victorian society to
“walk on water”, the new attraction invites visitors to gain a
different perspective on the city and “walk on air”. This is
achieved with a state of the art glass pod which can accommodate up to 200 people. The pod ascends to a
height of 138 meters, offering slowly unfolding 360-degree
views over Brighton and Hove, the South Downs, the
South Coast and the Channel. At the landward end of the
pier, two existing Victorian cast iron tollbooths, designed
by Eugenius Birch, were restored to their former glory.

The tower’s unprecedented slender ratio of 1:41 meant
that Engineers had to push the boundaries of what is
structurally possible, overcoming challenges such as wind
forces and turbulence. The talk featured construction photos and videos from the steel manufacturing and the construction sequence. The tower was constructed from the
ground by jacking-up the 17 steel cans, which make up the
162 m tower, one under the other starting from the top.
This avoided work at height and was the safest way of
building.
The entrepreneurial approach behind the development
allowed Marks Barfield to ensure that the project gives
back to the city with 1% of ticket sales going back into the
local community in perpetuity.
The talk concluded with a Q&A session followed by drinks
reception.

November 1, 2016 - Thomas Phifer Keynote Lecture with
the RIBA
Lester Korzilius, FAIA, RIBA

On November 1st the annual Keynote Lecture was given
by New York-based Thomas Phifer, FAIA. The lecture
was co-hosted with the RIBA and was held at the RIBA’s
headquarters.
Thomas Phifer is known for his highly refined modernist
designs and he is probably best known for several courthouses he has designed in the US including Salt Lake
City and Long Island. His lecture, however, focused on
four museum projects – the North Carolina Museum of
Art, the Corning Museum of Glass, the Glenstone Museum, and the Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw. Using
this combination of completed and in-progress projects
Phifer explained his design philosophy which has a particular emphasis on light, volume, and form.
continued next page
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November 5-6,2016 - City Excursion to Lille
Amrita Raja, AIA

The 2016 AIA-UK City Excursion to Lille, France was a
two-day, action-packed event with 34 attendees from
across the UK and Europe. The weekend (November 5-6)
began with a walking tour of key developments in the Eurolille Masterplan, including the Jean Nouvel Commercial
Center. The morning's events concluded at the CAAU
offices, with a presentation by Thomas Coldefy and Isabel
Van Haute of their work in Lille and abroad.
Saturday afternoon, attendees briefly toured the redevelopment of the 200-year old industrial estate at Lille Fives
Cail, Caruso St. John's recently opened culinary school
complex, Lycée Hotelier de Lille. One of the highlights of
the weekend was the afternoon's visit to the Musée de la
Piscine, a former indoor pool and bath designed by Albert
Baert in the early 20th century, that has been converted to
a sculpture, art and textile museum by Jean-Paul Philippon (2000) - with a cafe that serves one of Lille's specialties, Méert gaufres (waffles).
The first day of the excursion concluded with a visit to the
Villa Cavrois. There was a private tour of the Robert Mallet Stevens project, with anecdotes of its history and renovations presented by M. Paul Hervé Parsy, who led the
Villa's restoration and serves as its current curator. Attendees gathered in the spacious living room for cocktails
and dinner - a real treat to enjoy the environs as guests of
the Cavrois must have done almost 100 years ago.
Excursion events continued the following day with another
museum visit, this time to LAM, an art museum housing
contemporary, modern and “outsider” works, originally
constructed by Roland Simounet (1983), with a recent
addition by Manuelle Gautrand in 2010; a gallery visit at
the converted rail depot and warehouses of St. Saveur,
and one last walking tour through the historic streets of
Old Lille - including the stunning contemporary facade of
the Lille Cathedral by Pierre-Louis Carlier and Peter Rice.
The weekend was organised by AIA-UK Board Members
Amrita Raja, AIA and Lester Korzilius, FAIA; former
AIA-CE president Bertrand Coldefy, Int'l Assoc. AIA;
Thomas Coldefy, Intl'l Assoc. AIA; Chantal Coldefy;
and Isabel Van Haute. The 2016 AIA-UK City Excursion
was sponsored by Kaldewei. The AIA-UK Board offers its
many thanks to Kaldewei, co-coordinators and local
guides in France, and all the attendees for contributing to
such a spectacular weekend.

November 15, 2016 – Armstrong Pub Quiz
Bea Sennewald, AIA

On November 15th long term chapter sponsor Armstrong
hosted a challenging and fun-filled Pub Quiz night at the
Yorkshire Grey pub. Emceed by Justin Cratty and Bea
Sennewald, question followed tricky question on architecture, films, space and that treacherous area known
as “general knowledge”, the contestants’ eyebrows were
furrowed, pens were scratching paper and smoke was
rising from exhausted brains that could only be counteracted by pints of ale and bitter.
In the end the Quiz Maniacs won first prize, a bottle of
champagne. Best of all Armstrong raffled off two tickets to
a football game – a great end to the evening.

AIA Film Nights
October 25, 2016 – “Price of Desire”, an Eileen Gray film
November 23, 2016 “Koolhaus Houselife” film
For more information on the AIA-UK, past and upcoming
events, please visit our website www.aiauk.org
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AIA HONG KONG
Kenneth Hau, FAIA

2016 Chapter Focus
The AIA Hong Kong Chapter focus for 2016 was our Young Architects Initiative. To advance this cause, the Chapter is providing platforms for
emerging architects to showcase their designs and projects, and encouraging them to push boundaries and
speak their minds. AIA Hong Kong hosted the first-ever
Young Architects Forum during the first quarter of the
year. Emerge! 2016 AIA-HK Young Architects Forum
was held on April 15, 2016 with 6 firms from Seoul, Bangkok, Beijing, Guangzhou and Hong Kong presented their
works, discussed their career aspiration and carried out
dialogues with audience, many were students and young
architects from Hong Kong.
Programs
Earlier in the year, AIA members were
invited to Chinese University of Hong Kong’s Kinoshita
Lecture in Architecture with Thom Mayne. Following that
extraordinary lecture, the Chapter invited other distinguished speakers including Prof. Li Xiaodong (Beijing),
Kris Yao (Taipei), Nasrine Seraji (Paris, Hong Kong)
and Takashi Yanai (LA), to give our members insightful
talks on architecture. In the realm of building technology,
the Chapter enjoyed the lively talks and presentations by
researchers and practitioners including Kristof Crolla, Olivier Ottevaere, Roberto Davolio and Marc Brulhart on
inventive uses of digital design technologies to shape concrete, bamboo and timber; Giulia Spinetta and Marta Sinigaglia on use and application of sustainable leather;
Andy Croney on health, safety and sustainability aspects on PVC interior finishes; Criswell Davis on American Hardwoods in healthcare environments; Viviana Muscettola, Michele Salvi from Zaha Hadid Architects
(London), Emidio Piermarini from Buro Happold, Ramon
van der Heijden, Evan Levelle from Front Inc. on design, engineering and production of exoskeleton for “City
of Dreams-hotel” in Macau.
The Chapter conducted building tours for members
throughout the year. Sites visited included St. Andrew’s
Church Life Centre; Asia Society Hong Kong Center; King
George V School, Performing Arts Building; and “City of
Dreams-hotel” in Macau.
FAIA Members The Chapter is very pleased to report
Sean Chiao, President, APAC, AECOM was elevated to
AIA Fellow in 2016. Congratulations Sean Chiao, FAIA.
[Editor’s note: congratulations to Ken Hau, elevated to
Fellowship in 2017!]

Membership
In 2016, we had 162 architects; 98 associates; 30 international associates; 23 honorary; 29 corporate affiliates (3
nominees per CA); 5 individual affiliates and 4 non-local, a
total of 351 members.
AIA-HK Scenes from 2016...
continued next page
ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017

17

AIA HONG KONG continued from previous page
Professional Education (cont’d)
On continuing education
seminars (CES), the Chapter provided 39 LUs, 26.5 of
which were HSW.
Some programs were in collaboration with other institutes
including HKIA, RIBA (HK) and Chinese University of
Hong Kong.
The Chapter accomplished the long awaited goal of bringing ARE to Hong Kong in 2014. This has proven highly
successful and generated a renewed buzz amongst
younger professionals in Asia who now have easy access
to the testing facility and a relatively simple way of completing their licensure process. The Chapter holds regular
ARE study sessions and an IDP mentoring program for
young architects in Hong Kong and the Asia-Pacific Region.
On the same note, I’m very pleased to announce AIA
Hong Kong is the 2016 Recipient of AIA National’s
Emerging Professional Component Grant for “Achieving
Licensure in International Practice.” The grant will be used
on YAG programs to benefit the Chapter’s young architects.
Looking forward to 2017
It is my pleasure to announce the results of the 2017 Chapter Election of the
following positions. Anderson Lee, AIA, is elected as Vice
President, 2018 President-Elect; Megan Donges, AIA, is
elected as Vice President; Vikki Lew, AIA, is elected as
Secretary; Johnny Fu, AIA, is elected as Treasurer; and
Rex Wong, AIA, is the 2017 Chapter President. My
congratulations to all of the honourable individuals for a
very successful year ahead.
In ending the year 2016, I reaffirmed with members that,
“...Our Chapter is based in one of the most diversified and
inclusive cities in the world, both geographically and culturally. We value equity in gender, race and religious beliefs; we uphold individual rights for sexual preference,
language of birth and creed of origin; we value fairness
and respect clean business ethics; and we remain committed to mitigate climate change toward a sustainable
future...We stand together and move the Institute forward
to a better future” *
*Excerpt from President’s Message regarding AIA National statement
after the 2016 President Election [AIA Hong Kong November newsletter]

continued next page
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AIA HONG KONG continued from previous page
AIA Hong Kong started 2017 with the Chapter's Kick-off
Party at Bitter and Sweet Club in Central. It was hosted
by the 2017 Executive Committee led by Chapter President Rex Wong, AIA, Anderson Lee, AIA, VicePresident / 2018 President-elect, Megan Gonges, AIA,
Vice-President, Vikki Lew, AIA, Secretary and Johnny Fu,
AIA, Treasurer. The party was well attended with over
80 members among many guests were young AIA members and graduate architects.
2017 will be the year to connect the founding members
with the “millennial architects”!
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AIA JAPAN
George Kunihiro, FAIA

2016 is now behind us. It was a milestone year for AIA
Japan. The Chapter celebrated our 10th anniversary of its
founding in 2006. Michele Van Ackere, AIA, the Inaugural
President of AIA Japan, tells us that the fourth chapter to
be established off shore was launched on June 7, 2006.
AIA Continental Europe, AIA United Kingdom and AIA
Hong Kong were active then. Today AIA Middle East and
AIA Shanghai joined in to make up the International Region formed in 2013.
As the 2016 President, I had a privilege to attend the AIA
National Convention in Philadelphia along with Amy Cole,
2016 Secretary of our Chapter. The keynote speakers this
year included actress Julia Louis-Dreyfus, designer Neri
Oxman and architect Rem Koolhaas. It was an interesting lineup of speakers, especially in the U.S. election
year with Louis-Dreyfus who became well known in the
long-running television series Seinfeld taking the stage of
the AIA National Convention. She plays a female U.S.
Vice President in the series “Veep”. Another amazing
woman, Neri Oxman, with her creative design insights
awed the audience, while Rem Koolhaas made an impressive commentary on the state of the global society through
his presentation of his works.
There were activities related to the International Region
(IR) with a workshop on the international practice and a
meeting of the IR Board. I also attended the annual AIAJapan Institute of Architects (JIA) Meeting representing
our Chapter. The 2017 National Convention will be held
from April 27 through 29 in Orlando, Florida. We look forward to seeing many of you on the floor of the Convention
this spring.
To summarize 2016, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation for the generous support of our sponsors.
Without your support, the Chapter will not be here celebrating our first decade of existence. Also, my thanks
goes out to the 2016 Executive Committee and the Members of the Chapter Board, i.e. Scott Gold, AIA, Amy
Cole, AIA, Richard Moriwaki, AIA, Hisaya Sugiyama,
AIA, Michel Van Ackere, AIA, Daishi Yoshimoto, AIA,
Tomoaki Tanaka, AIA, Jim Lambiasi, AIA and our newcomer and the 2017 Chapter Secretary, Akira Nakamura,
AIA, for their tireless support to make the AIA Japan
move forward into our second decade. Finally, we look
forward to the leadership of Scott Gold, AIA in 2017!

Top right: Michel Van Ackere, AIA, introducing harpist Kaoru Arai Colucci; top left: Taro Ashihara, FJIA, Immediate Past President of the JIA and
his wife Yuki, George Kunihiro, FAIA, Elizabeth Chu Richter, FAIA,
Immediate Past President of the AIA, Christine Bruckner, FAIA, Immediate Past President, AIA International Region, Junko Kato, CEO, T-Life
Environmental Lab; center: on the cruise boat in Tokyo Bay; bottom
right: guests listening at the ceremony in Shibaura House; bottom left:
“Big Ass Fans”, a sponsor of the event, giving a prize to a winner

AIA Japan 10th Anniversary Event
In 2005, a small group of architects gathered together to
plan to establish a chapter in Japan. This group, lead by
Michel Van Ackere, AIA, made an application to the
AIA National Headquarters in Washington, D.C. which
was eventually approved. In June 2006, the AIA Japan
was born.
This year the members celebrated the tenth anniversary
of the founding of AIA Japan. On September 10, our
Chapter staged a gala party in the Shibaura House to celebrate our historic decade. AIA Japan invited the members, the sponsors, leaders of the local architectural institutes and the guests from abroad. Elizabeth Chu Richter,
FAIA, Immediate Past National President and David
Richter, FAIA, her partner, came all the way from Corpus Christi, Texas to join our members for the occasion. A
beautiful musical performance by a harpist Kaoru Arai
Colucci was the highlight of the evening. When the
reception was over, a group moved to the nearby pier to
board a party boat to embark on a Tokyo Bay Cruise. The
souvenir was a wooden sake cup with the AIA Japan logo
imprinted on a side of the cup. It was a special night for
the participants as many new friendships were made over
an abundant amount of food and drinks.
continued next page
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AIA JAPAN continued from previous page
SAME 2016 Professional Engineer's Symposium in Okinawa
AIA Japan was invited to participate in the Society of
American Military Engineer's (SAME) 2016 Professional
Engineers Symposium held at Okinawa AEON Hall on 7-8
November 2016. Richard Moriwaki, AIA, Immediate Past
President, gave a speech on the activities of AIA Japan
Chapter and Scott Gold, AIA Japan President-Elect also
attended as a Corporate Sponsor of the event.
Other speakers in the symposium included AECOM, Japan Society of Professional Engineers, Japan Society of
Defense Facility Engineers, ASHRAE Japan, U.S. PE Examiners in Japan, Building Commissioning Association of
Japan, and Office of Environment, Science, Technology at
U.S. Embassy, Tokyo. The participants at the symposium
were particularly impressed with AIA Japan's Student
Study Program in the USA that sent Japanese university
students to visit architectural firms in Seattle, Washington
and Portland, Oregon to experience first-hand how architects in the U.S. design sustainable buildings. In exchange the students spoke about their school projects
and the culture of Japan.

Above: Richard Moriwaki, AIA,
2017 AIA Japan Immediate
Past President, giving the
presentation at the SAME
Engineer's Symposium in
Okinawa
Left: Scott Gold, AIA, AIA
Japan 2017 President, points
to his firm’s logo (PAE), one of
the corporate sponsors of the
event.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
1. What are the objectives of AIA National, who are its
members and what do they do?
2. What are the objectives of the AIA Japan Chapter, who
are its members and what do they do in Japan?
3. AIAJ/JIA Student Study Program in the USA and its
implications to U.S.-Japan relationships.

AIA Japan Design Awards with “Pechakucha Night”

AIA Design Awards

On December 3rd, the last event of 2016 by AIA Japan
was held at the Super Deluxe in Nishiazabu, Tokyo. This
event included the AIA Japan annual report, AIA Japan
Design Awards with Pechakucha Night, and an award for
certificate of appreciation.

Project Name: MakMax Flex Experience Center
Category: Built Architecture
Architect: Jun Asakura, AIA
Company: Gensler and Associates / Int’l, Ltd.

The mission of the AIA Japan Design Awards Program is
to encourage excellence in architectural design and planning, and to provide an avenue through which architects
may gain recognition by their peers and the public. The
ultimate goal is to raise the standards of architectural design excellence for both the architectural community and
the public.

Project Name: Twitter Japan Office
Category: Built Interior Architecture
Architect: Hisayuki Araki, AIA
Company: Gensler and Associates / Int’l, Ltd.

This year, the AIA Japan award program was revived after
two years of non-activity. For the Jury, AIA Japan invited
Mark Dytham (Klein Dytham Architects), Yoshihiko
Sano, Hon. FAIA (Yasui Architects and Engineers) and
George Kunihiro, FAIA, 2016 President of the AIA Japan, to judge the numerous projects submitted.

Above left: George Kunihiro, FAIA
announcing an award winner
Above right: Adam Esposito (the
designer of the Twitter Japan offices) receiving an award certificate
Left: Anna Demuth (the designer of
MakMax Flex Experience Center)
talking about the project

continued next page
ARCHITECTS ABROAD MARCH 2017

21

AIA JAPAN continued from previous page
For “AIA Japan with Pechakucha Night”, AIA Japan invited
seven groups of students who presented their projects in
Pechakucha format (a presentation method of showing 20
slides for a duration of 20 seconds, each accompanied by
a brief explanation by the presenter).
The mission of “AIA Japan with Pechakucha Night” is to
provide students majoring in architecture, interior design,
landscape architecture, or urban design with an opportunity to meet professional AIA architects. AIA Japan also
encourages students to present their work in English to
prepare for ever-expanding global markets. The AIA provides an opportunity for professionals to present their
work in public and to gain recognition.

Above left to right: Ryusuke Baba (presenter); Christine Kuran
(presenter)
Below left to right: Mark Dytham (moderator) making comments to Takeru Osoegawa (presenter); AIA Japan Pechakucha Night photo
session at the Super Deluxe

The presenters were as follows:
1. Ryusuke Baba, Master, Chiba University
2. Yuqi Liew, National University of Singapore
3. Justin Hsu, Shin Aoki, Yukiko Idei, Nanami Kawashima, Master, Tokyo University
4. Takeru Osoegawa, Undergraduate, Kokushikan University
5. Christine Kuran, Undergraduate, Wentworth Institute of Technology
6. Hiroaki Sato, Katsuhito Ohkubo, Naoto Oyama, Kanako Takeda, various universities
7. Ko Nakamura, professional
First prize was awarded to Yuqi Liew, who proposed new
construction of a building complex enclosed by walls
which have digital interactive functions with the outside.
Above: Delicious catered food!

AIA Japan becomes a General Incorporated Association (Ippan Shadan Hojin)
AIA Japan has established a general incorporated association (ippan shadan hojin) status as of December 14th,
2016. It was a long-time wish of the chapter and a promise to AIA National. As we celebrated our 10th anniversary, our directors decided that it was high time we finally
put our real efforts into this procedural endeavor. Eight
individuals volunteered to take responsibility in becoming
the official initiators and went through complex paperwork
in the second half of 2016. We experienced some delays,
but with only two weeks remaining in our anniversary
year, the general incorporated association was finally established. Now AIA Japan is a legally registered corporation governed by laws of Japan.

Right: Last minute open air seal stamping
under the Spider at the Roppongi Hills by
George Kunihiro, FAIA, 2016 President,
instructed by Treasurer Hisaya Sugiyama,
AIA (photo by Daishi Yoshimoto, AIA)
Below left: One of the seal stamping sessions at the Tokyo Station Hotel. (Scott
Gold, AIA, Jim Lambiasi, AIA, Michel van
Ackere, AIA, Hisaya Sugiyama, AIA, Richard Moriwaki, AIA)
Below right: Scott Gold, AIA, putting seal on
the document witnessed by Treasurer
Sugiyama

The eight initiators are George Kunihiro, FAIA; Scott
Gold, AIA; Hisaya Sugiyama, AIA; Richard Moriwaki,
AIA; Jim Lambiasi, AIA; Michel van Ackere, AIA; Daishi Yoshimoto, AIA; and Jun Mitsui, AIA.
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AIA MIDDLE EAST
Raya Ani, AIA, LEED AP

As the 2017 President of the American Institute of Architect's Middle East Chapter, I would like to take this opportunity to share with you our plans for 2017—a year in
which we plan to focus on supporting our members who
are committed to our region and to provide more benefits
through events and workshops that will emphasize empowerment, inspiration and knowledge sharing.

PROFESSIONAL MENTORSHIP
Member gatherings are also planned to foster dialogue
regarding pressing issues we face as practicing architects
in the region. We will look to create platforms to offer oneto-one and group support for our members, facilitating
mentorship and guidance regardless of where each one is
in their career.
It gives me great pleasure to introduce the 2017 AIA Middle East Board of Directors:

Our ambitious plan for AIA Middle East 2017 builds on
and expands our presence through multiple avenues:

President, Raya Ani, AIA, LEED AP

COLLABORATION
With over 500 members, we have the distinction of being
the largest chapter outside of the USA. Our large and
growing membership base opens up possibilities to explore different platforms for collaboration. We will engage
with other professionals, industry bodies and non-profit
foundations to share resources and expertise including
publications, joint seminars and training programs. Events
are being planned at venues in each of our representative
countries to encourage exchange of knowledge and resources.

Vice President / President Elect 2018, Paul McKeever, AIA,
LEED AP BD+C

EXCLUSIVE OPPORTUNITIES
This year’s goals include improving benefits we offer our
members. Examples include access to exclusive events
that are focused on opportunities; site visits to the latest
projects in the region; and providing insights into aspiring
and creative designs. A great speaker line-up is being
curated for talks and presentations throughout the year.
The calendar will also include occasions to unwind and
get to know one another socially.

Fellowship Director, Thierry Paret, FAIA, MRIAI, ARB, LEED AP

Past President, Sherif Anis, AIA, RIBA

Secretary, Daniel Henderer, AIA
Treasurer, Chris Laack, AIA
Fundraising Director, Joe Fazio, AIA
Membership Director, David Lessard, Assoc. AIA
Events Director, Christian Vasquez, Intl. Assoc. AIA
Continuing Education Director, Heather Yanusas, AIA
Communications Director, Tannar Whitney, AIA, LEED AP

Director at Large, Steven Miller, FAIA, RIBA
Executive Director, Loay Quota, AIA, RIBA, LEED AP
Country representative-Qatar, Jumana Hassan Abdel Jawad,
Intl. Assoc. AIA
Country representative-Bahrain and Social-Media Director, Ali
Lari, Assoc. AIA, PMP, LEED GA
Country representative-Jordan, Farouk Tadros, AIA

REGIONAL CONFERENCE
Our annual conference will be held in Sharjah on the
theme of “Design: Identity, Inspiration & Innovation”. Sharjah provides the ideal backdrop to this event given its rich
history of culture and art while not shying away from embracing technology and innovation in propelling it in to the
future.
We will work closely with the Sharjah Investment and Development Authority - Shurooq and the Sharjah Art Foundation to host a remarkable event focused on advancing
the discussion and debate at the intersection of Architecture, Art, Sustainability and Technology.
ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT
We aim to bridge the gap between academia and the profession. An event will be planned for senior students and
recent graduates of the various American schools of architecture across the region, enabling them to meet with established firms and professionals for dialogue, insight and
support. Research and internship opportunities can also
be explored mutually benefitting both communities.

Country representative-Egypt, Ihab Habbak, Intl. Assoc. AIA
Country representative-Lebanon, Roger Skaff, AIA
Country representative-Kuwait, Fajer Al Hendi, Assoc. AIA
Country representative-Oman, Maryam Al Balushi, Assoc. AIA
Education Liaison, Gregory Spaw, AIA (American University
Sharjah)
Education Liaison, Tiago Costa, Assoc. AIA (American University Dubai)
Education Liaison, Khaled Tarabieh, Assoc. AIA (American University Cairo)

I request your support for our new leadership. Follow the
activities of AIA Middle East on our website and other platforms to receive the latest updates on events and opportunities. Your engagement, enthusiasm and support for the
chapter makes what we do more meaningful and fruitful
for all of us.
Looking forward to an exciting year ahead!
continued next page
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AIA MIDDLE EAST
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Dubai: AIA ME TALKS series 2017
Christian Vasquez

Following on from the success of last year's lecture series, this year will be no exception, kicking off on March 8
with AIA Middle East Talks series.
In the coming AIA-ME Talks series, you can expect master architects, designers, innovators, research experts and
business leaders sharing their visions, passions and inspirations in taking part in bold conversations on redefining
what it means to be an architect in this age.
The first part installment of our four-part AIA Middle East
Talks will be with world renowned architect, urban planner
and environmentalist Felino "Jun" Palafox, tackling issues
concerning the built-environment as cities develop vertically, with more tall buildings, interconnecting them with
mass transit links is necessary to avoid gridlock and traffic congestion on the ground.
This talk will help the audience understand the importance
of planning cities that are well-connected through transportation and designing tall buildings that also meet the
ground. Felino Palafox has lectured in Harvard University, MIT, Asian Institute of Management, Council on Tall
Buildings and Urban Development, and in 16 other countries in Asia, Europe and North America.
Wednesday, 8 March (7:30pm) at the Herman Miller
Showroom - 2806 Marina Plaza, Dubai Marina
Register soon as space is limited:
christian.vasquez@aiamiddleeast.org

Lebanon
Roger Skaff, AIA, NCARB

Roger Skaff, AIA, NCARB, has launched AIA Middle East
in Lebanon in May 2015; currently a board member and
Lebanon Country Representative.
The events in Lebanon are alternating between Theoretical and Technical. The first event held at the Lebanese
American University (LAU) in Byblos in March 2016 was
“Importance of Specifications & 5D BIM at Work”. The
second event held at the Order of Engineers and Architects, Dbayeh Branch, in July 2016 was theoretical and
titled “Built Environment Impact on Human Behavior”.
Roger has succeeded in establishing a Memorandum of
Understanding with LAU and foster the start-up of the
AIAS LAU Chapter. He is currently reaching out to other
universities in Lebanon, including the American University
of Beirut, and assisting the Order of Engineers and Architects in the process of establishing licensing examination.
continued next page
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Bahrain
Ali Lari, Assoc. AIA, PMP, LEED GA

This was a great event as we listened to award-winning
Dutch architect Anne Holtrop, designer of the Bahrain pavilion at the Milan Expo 2015 and the Museum Fort
Vechten in the Netherlands, take us through a journey of
his process and resultant work.
He promised to come back again in a year to show us the
result of some of his current work with the Bahrain Authority for Culture & Antiquities. Stay tuned for more of the AIA
Middle East's events in Bahrain and across the region.
“There is something magical about the architecture of
Anne Holtrop. Magical because what we see is not exactly what it appears to be, or what we think is there is not
really there or simply has another form.”
– Giovanna Borasi

Material Gesture
Left: Anne Holtrop discusses his recent work

continued next page
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AIA MIDDLE EAST

continued from previous page

AIA Middle East Conference Summary
Paul McKeever, AIA, LEED AP BD+C

The AIA Middle East Chapter held its annual conference
and awards ceremony November, 2016 in Cairo, Egypt.
The conference was well attended by AIA members coming to Cairo from around the globe and was represented
by great speakers and great tours, including an awards
gala dinner cruise on the Nile river. The keynote speaker
was Hugh Stewart from Foster and Partners presenting
their concept design for the urban revitalization of the
Maspiero Triangle, a dense, mixed-use neighborhood
along the Nile River in Cairo. The topics were wide ranging and covered aspects of architectural theory and art,
sustainability and wellness, and architectural history of the
region. The preservation of acclaimed Egyptian Architect
Hassan Fathy's work by Dr. Zsolt Vasaros was a reminder
about how appropriate technologies have been used in
the past century to create a modern vernacular for Egypt
and the region. Day one finished with an elegant awards
gala dinner cruise along the Nile river.
Day 2 was reserved for Architectural heritage tours of both
ancient Egypt and modern Egypt. A guided tour of the
Grand Egyptian Museum took the group on a journey dating back to the first architect, Imhotep. The history of
ancient Egypt was covered including a viewing of mummified rulers, and the historic practices and artifacts of the
local Egyptian ancestors. The group then toured several
historic mosques and buildings dating back to Ibn Tulum
in the 9th century. The day ended with a sound and light
show at the Great Pyramids of Giza.
The Middle East Chapter is looking forward to the 2017
conference which will be held in Sharjah, UAE in November, 2017.
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AIA SHANGHAI
Greg Yager, AIA, HKIUD

The fourth quarter of 2016 turned out to be a busy time for
AIA Shanghai. There were a number of events that offered both casual networking opportunities, structured
lectures and panel discussions and of course our first
election of officers.
First was our inaugural 20x20 event at the URBN hotel in
Jing An District. This was an informal networking event
which allowed members or interested attendees to offer
their insights into design and creativity in a non-structured
20 minute talk. The program was well attended with approximately 120 people turning out. This was a networking
event which introduced the greater design community to
the AIA Shanghai Chapter.
Our third quarterly meeting (held in early November) was
a panel discussion, held to discuss the importance of
Campus and Academic Architecture in China. Over the
past years, the architecture marketplace has become less
dependent on commercial mixed use architecture while
the national government is investing more in knowledge
and innovation led campuses and industries. Entitled
“New Academic Campus and Building Design in China”, this program was moderated by Cliff Person, former
editor of Architecture Record Magazine and current director of the USC American Academy in China. The guest
panelists included David Mohney, FAIA, the dean of Michael Graves College, Kean University and Wenzhou
Kean University in China; Brad Perkins, FAIA, CEO of
Perkins Eastman; John Rubel, FAIA of Moore Ruble and
Yudell, Architects and Planners and Professor Zhang
Jiong, AIA, of the School of Architecture at Jiao Tong
University in Shanghai. The event was well attended and
quite informative regarding new directions of campus and
academic buildings in China.
In early November, the American Hardwood Export Council held a dinner seminar entitled “Designing with Hardwoods”. The event featured Criswell David who presented
“Sustainable American Hardwoods in a Healthcare Environment” and Professor Patrick Fong, President of Patrick
Fong Design, presented “Structure + Soul”, a collection of
his work and thoughts about the incorporation of hardwoods into his unique design process. The program was
well attended by member of the AIA Shanghai Chapter,
Local Design Institutes as well as members of the Consulate General office of the United States and its Agriculture
Trade Office.
The Mainland China Chapter of the ULI and the AIA
Shanghai Chapter held a joint presentation of the
“Development of Seoul – Seoul’s Voyage to a Renowned
Cultural and Historic City”. The program was presented
by Dr. In Keun Lee, former Assistant Mayor for Infrastructure and Director-General for Urban Planning for the
Seoul Municipality. His presentation illustrated the importance of how infrastructure planning within the city has
continued next page
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AIA SHANGHAI continued from previous page
led to Seoul being recognized as a world class culture
city. The lunch time program was held in the new CallisonRTKL offices and was well attended by members of
both groups.
Our final quarterly event for 2016 was the meeting of AIA
Shanghai Chapter to conduct its first election of officers
event. As our chapter moves from an appointed to an
elected officers slate, our quarterly meeting presented an
opportunity for the membership to get to know their current and future officer candidates. The evening was part
mixer and part question and answer session based on a
“Jeopardy” theme where the candidates for Vice President
were asked topical questions about living in China, AIA
Shanghai and other topics. The question and answer
session was quite lively and entertaining but also opened
up topics of interest for both the candidates and members
of the chapter. The candidates included Silas Chiow, AIA;
Alton Chow, AIA and Todd Pilgreen, AIA for Vice President. Other candidates included Hugh Whitmore, AIA
and Arturo Veve, AIA for Secretary and Jason Briscoe,
AIA for Treasurer. Once again there was a great evening for our Chapter as we kicked off our first election
event, a major milestone for the growth and evolution of
our Chapter.
In conclusion, AIA Shanghai has had a productive and
fruitful 2016 and we are looking for an even more dynamic
2017 with our Year End Party to be held during the first
quarter of 2017 along with our 2017 EXCO Strategy meetings. We are also holding a series of AIA Shanghai Long
Term Strategy planning meetings to look at how we will
shape our Chapter into the next decade…2020 and beyond.
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AIA INTERNATIONAL REGION UNASSIGNED

obtain approval/ratification from AIA National.

MEMBERS UPDATE

We wish to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of
the many individuals who volunteered their time to contribute to the success of the AIA-IR last year. I wish to thank
our departing Board member Manon Sora Koestoer, AIA,
a leader of the UMAC, for his many hours of volunteer
service helping promote and build the AIA International
Region. A special thanks is also extended to the Unassigned Members Advisory Committee, Choon Choi, AIA,
KIA, and Ray Kang, AIA, KRIA from Seoul, Korea;
Srinivas Murthy, Intl. Assoc. AIA, RIBA from Hyderabad, India; Edward Hercun, OAQ, OAA, FIRAC, from
Quebec, Canada; Lester Korzilius, FAIA, RIBA, from London, UK, and past AIA-IR Secretary; and James Wright,
FAIA, from Washington, DC, our current AIA- IR President.

Dr. Adam V. Pantelimon, Intl. Assoc. AIA, FRIBA, ARB, CNOA, MCIP

The Unassigned Members Advisory Committee (UMAC)
had a very rewarding 2016. Another great experience
within AIA International Region! The UMAC held several
meetings and worked on various issues during the year
including the AIA-IR Facebook page and the AIA-IR Convention last October in Toronto.
After the AIA International Region Unassigned Members
2016 survey, “AIA-IR Taking the Pulse”, members who
are willing to get involved were identified; also, we learned
of the desire for more Web-based learning opportunities
and the interest in new chapter development.
The AIA-IR Facebook page was created in April 2016 in
order to respond to our members’ requests to expand the
professional network for IR unassigned members, provide
a public forum for sharing news, projects, ideas, experiences, and serve as contact points for members visiting
other countries; see it at https://www.facebook.com/
AIAInternationalRegion/ .
Based on AIA-IR's survey the UMAC members are considering a monthly webinar; we will start soon with a pilot
trial. This could be put together each month by a different
unassigned members group, and the webinar could talk
about architecture, interesting buildings, sustainable development or other areas of common interest. There are
several parts of the world where there are small clusters
of our members, and we could assist in connecting them
to one another. With oversight from the IR board they
could craft the webinar using an IR-provided template.
From the AIA-IR survey we know that there are between
one and two dozen people expressing an interest in participating, and this is one way in which they could do so.
Korea, India, and South America come immediately to
mind as clusters of people that have both sufficient critical
mass plus the interest in doing something stimulating for
our profession and for community. The above format
could of course also be hosted by an IR chapter in any
given month. Members would be very interested to hear
and see what's going on in the Middle East, Hong Kong,
Japan, and other places.

Our aim is to run an Unassigned Members “AIA IR Taking
the Pulse” Survey every second year, as it will help us
index what improvements are working and what areas
need attention. The next Survey is due to run at the end of
2018.
It is important to recognise that this is a journey - not a
"quick fix" - and together we will not lose sight of the critical ports of call. Finally, the Board and I remain absolutely
committed to following through on these issues as they
are fundamental to improving the way we work together
and reaching our aim of fulfilling the AIA-IR's mission.
Thanks again for your feedback, and your support of both
the Region and the AIA.

One of the goals of the Board of the International Region
is assisting in the development of chapters. As over 400
unassigned members are located in Canada, the AIA-IR is
closely looking at formation of an “AIA Canada”—
hopefully, this year. An “AIA Canada” could uphold a high
standard of design, education and professional practice
among its members, as well as promote the importance of
sustainable architectural design. Presently, nine members
constitute the Formation Committee, and are working towards a viable Canadian chapter. The Formation Committee seeks to create events, connect with the local architectural and allied professional organizations, engage the
public at large, search for sponsorship, obtain formal legal
status, gain endorsement by the AIA-IR, and eventually
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Prague 20/20
A Joint Conference with the AIA International Region
October 5-9, 2017

The name of this conference, “Prague 20/20”, has a
double meaning. The first is that 2017 marks the twentieth anniversary of AIA Europe's last conference in Prague. The second is perfect sight: hindsight. In this case
we will be looking back at what has developed in Prague in last 20 years, while also re-visiting the cherished
historic sites.
Prague 20/20 will be the first joint conference between
AIA Europe and the AIA International Region, bringing
together a diverse AIA membership from around the
globe who will gain a wealth of knowledge about architecture and urbanism through the particulars of this enchanting European city.
The conference will begin with an introduction to the
history of Prague from the Holy Roman Emperor Karl IV
to the Second World War, providing the necessary context for understanding the city's latest developments.
The overview will be presented in lecture format and
through walking tours of Old Prague – the Charles
Bridge, Wallenstein Palace, The Prague Castle,
churches, synagogues and the Municipal House.
The conference will then focus on the newest urban
developments that have taken shape around the Soviet
-built metro lines, originally built to bring people from
the Prague city center to the socialist housing blocks.
Today, many new projects have formed around these
important transit hubs.

Below
Conference Venue: The Czech Senate Building

Prague 20/20 is planned to coincide with Prague Architecture Week, providing attendees with many more opportunities to see and learn about contemporary architecture and design during their visit.
We hope to see you there!

Conference Steering Committee
Vincent Marani, AIA,

Conference Committee Chair

Steven Miller, FAIA, RIBA,

Conference Committee Co-Chair

Thomas Bitnar, FAIA
Tiffany Melançon, Int'l. Assoc. AIA, SIA
Loay Quota, AIA, RIBA
Sandra Zettersten, AIA
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These sponsors’ generous financial support is critical to the operation and growth of the International Region. We thank
all our sponsors and look forward to a long and successful relationship with them.
They, along with the support of our International Chapters, have made it possible to initiate so many immediate benefits
so early in our history. We will continue to recognize all of our supporters at coming events.
If you have industry colleagues who might consider some level of sponsorship, we have a new Sponsorship Prospectus
for their consideration. For more information, please contact either:
Loay Quota, AIA, AIA-IR Treasurer
(loay.quota@aiainternational.org) or
Dr. Christine Bruckner, FAIA, AIA-IR Immediate Past President
(christine.bruckner@aiainternational.org)

Above, left to right: IR Treasurer Loay Quota, AIA, IR Immediate Past President Christine Bruckner, FAIA, IR First Vice President Thierry Paret, FAIA
and IR President James Wright, FAIA enjoying themselves prior to the IR design awards program. Being an active member of the International Region
involves a good deal of work, but the professional comradery makes it all worth it!
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