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From Howard, John T. A Treasury of
Stephen Foster. New York: Random
House, 1946.

Laura Lee

For eleven years Stephen Foster wrote the
words of his songs in a large blank book which
is now preserved in the Foster Hall Collection
at the University of Pittsburgh. This book con-
tains not only the final versions of the song-
poems, but the preliminary drafts and the
various polishings and refinements. At the top
of the first page Stephen penciled the date—
“Allegheny City, June 26, 1851.” The first song
in the book was Laura Lee, and its working
into final form occupied eight pages. After the
last version Stephen noted: “Sent Laura Lee,

July 19.” The publishers issued the song the
following August 7.

It is doutbful whether any similar manu-
script book is in existence anywhere. The blank
book in which Foster wrote down the words,
which were to find a place in the hearts of all
Americans, contains about two hundred pages
on which are written both the well-known and
lesser songs which Foster created during the
years of his greatest productivity,

Laura Lee was published by Benteen and
earned for Foster in six years only $13.12.
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