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Lynsey Addario

Lynsey Addario (American, based in Istanbul, Turkey)
Born in Westport, Connecticut, she received a BA from the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Lynsey began photographing professionally in 1996 in Argentina, followed by a three-year stint as a freelancer for the Associated Press in
NYC. Throughout her time in New York, Lynsey completed several overseas self-assignments, with Cuba as a focus,
documenting the influence of Capitalism on the young generation of Cubans, and life under one of the last communist
regimes. In 2000, she moved to New Delhi, India, and covered human rights, social, and women’s issues in India,
Afghanistan under Taliban rule, Pakistan, and Nepal. She then moved her base to Mexico City, Mexico, where she covered a myriad of immigration, human rights and social features. After September 11, 2001, she returned to South Asia,
where she covered the war in Afghanistan, including women’s education since the fall of the Taliban. She has been in
Istanbul covering the Middle East since 2003. She traveled to Northern and Central Iraq, where she spent almost two
years covering the Iraq war. In 2004, she also began her coverage of the ongoing conflict in Darfur, where she continues to work today, covering Sudanese refugee camps in Chad and burnt-out, abandoned villages in Darfur, documenting internally displaced people and the rebel groups in Darfur.
She photographs regularly for The New York Times Magazine, National Geographic, The New York Times, Time,
Newsweek, and Fortune, among others.
Lynsey’s recent bodies of work include: ‘Where Boys Grow up to be Jehadis’ in Morocco, Iran today, Battle Company
and the War in Afghanistan, Bhutan’s experiment with Democracy, and the conflict in the Democratic Republic of
Congo.
She is currently working on a grant-funded project on female victims of sexual violence in the Congo.
She is the recipient of numerous grants and awards, has been exhibited widely and has published several books on Iraq
and Darfur.

Iran
Iran is the 18th largest country in the world in terms of area at 1,648,195 sq. km, Iran has a population of over seventy million.
Iran is a country of special geostrategic significance, because of its central location in Eurasia. Iran is bordered on the north by
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and the Caspian Sea; on the east by Afghanistan and Pakistan; on the south by the Persian
Gulf and the Gulf of Oman; and on the west by Turkey and Iraq. Tehran is the capital, largest city and the political, cultural, commercial, and industrial center of the nation. Iran is a regional power, and occupies an important position in international energy
security and world economy as a result of its large reserves of petroleum and natural gas.
Iran’s foreign relations are based on two strategic principles: eliminating outside influences in the region and pursuing extensive
diplomatic contacts with developing and non-aligned countries. Iran maintains diplomatic relations with almost every member
of the United Nations, except for Israel, which Iran does not recognize, and the United States since the Iranian Revolution. Since
2005, Iran’s Nuclear Program has become the subject of contention with the West because of suspicions regarding Iran’s military
intentions. This has led the UN Security Council to impose sanctions against Iran on select companies linked to this program,
thus furthering its economic isolation on the international scene.
Ali Khamene’i, is an Iranian politician and cleric. He has been Supreme Leader of Iran since 1989 and before that was president of
Iran from 1981 to 1989. In his speeches Khamenei consistently dwells on familiar themes of the 1979 revolution: the importance
of justice, independence, self-sufficiency, and Islam; the need for resolute opposition to Israel and United States. Dealing with the
presidents who have served during his reign, Khamenei has successfully scuttled President Rafansjani’s attempts to find a modus
vivendi with the United States, President Khatami’s aspirations for a more democratic Islamic state, and President Ahmadinejad’s
desire for confrontation.

What is the nuclear threat from Iran?
Iranian officials claim they are pursuing nuclear technology for peaceful civilian purposes only, such as generating electricity. But
most international proliferation experts suspect the fundamentalist Muslim theocracy is using its nuclear program to enrich uranium to higher levels than necessary for civilian nuclear-energy production and secretly trying to manufacture nuclear weapons.
“Axis of evil” was a term coined by United States President George W. Bush in his State of the Union Address on January 29, 2002
in order to describe governments that he accused of helping terrorism and seeking weapons of mass destruction. Bush named
Iraq, Iran, and North Korea in his speech.

Bush’s exact statement was as follows:
“(Our goal) is to prevent regimes (terrorist) that sponsor terror from threatening America or our friends and allies with
weapons of mass destruction. Some of these regimes have been pretty quiet since September the 11th. But we know their true nature. North Korea is a regime arming with missiles and weapons of mass destruction, while starving its citizens. Iran aggressively
pursues these weapons and exports terror, while an unelected few repress the Iranian people’s hope for freedom. Iraq continues to
flaunt its hostility toward America and to support terror. The Iraqi regime has plotted to develop anthrax, and nerve gas, and nuclear weapons for over a decade. This is a regime that has already used poison gas to murder thousands of its own citizens—leaving
the bodies of mothers huddled over their dead children. This is a regime that agreed to international inspections—then kicked
out the inspectors. This is a regime that has something to hide from the civilized world. States like these, and their terrorist allies,
constitute an axis of evil, arming to threaten the peace of the world. By seeking weapons of mass destruction, these regimes pose a
grave and growing danger. They could provide these arms to terrorists, giving them the means to match their hatred. They could
attack our allies or attempt to blackmail the United States. In any of these cases, the price of indifference would be catastrophic.”

- George W. Bush, 2002 State of the Union Address

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ali_Khamenei
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iran
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axis_of_evil

Samantha Appleton for Noor Images

Samantha Appleton (American, based in Portland, Maine)
Focuses primarily on long-term projects including recent work in the Middle East and illegal immigration in America.
Samantha has won numerous awards including Picture of the Year and the World Press Photo Joop Swart Masterclass.
Her main clients are Time magazine and The New Yorker. Samantha resides in New York City and Portland, Maine.

United States Elections

The series of presidential primary elections and caucuses is one of the first steps in the process of electing the President of the
United States of America. The primary elections are run by state and local governments, while caucuses are private events run by
the political parties. A state primary election usually is an indirect election: instead of voters directly selecting a particular person
running for president, it determines how many delegates to each party’s national convention each candidate will receive from that
state.
Both major political parties (Democratic and Republican) officially nominate their candidate for President at their respective national conventions, usually held during the summer before the federal election. Depending on state law and state party rules, when
voters cast ballots for a candidate in a presidential caucus or primary, they may actually be voting to award delegates “bound” to
vote for a candidate at the state or national convention, or they may simply be expressing an opinion that the state party is not
bound to follow in selecting delegates to the national convention. In addition to delegates chosen during primaries and caucuses,
state delegations to both the (Democratic and Republican) conventions also include “unpledged” delegates. For Republicans, these
include top party officials. Democrats have a more expansive group of unpledged delegates called “super delegates”, who are party
leaders and elected officials.
In recent elections, the eventual nominees were known well before the actual conventions took place. The last time a major party’s
nominee was not clear before the convention was in 1976, when incumbent president Gerald Ford narrowly defeated Ronald
Reagan.
The United States presidential election of 2008, scheduled for Tuesday, November 4, 2008, will be the 56th consecutive quadrennial United States presidential election and will select the President of the United States and Vice President of the United States.
Republican candidate John McCain, the senior United States Senator from Arizona, will run against Democratic candidate Barack
Obama, the junior United States Senator from Illinois.
The 2008 election marks the first time since the 1928 election in which neither an incumbent president nor an incumbent vice
president is running for their party’s nomination in the presidential election, and the first time since the 1952 election that neither
the incumbent President nor incumbent Vice President is a candidate in the general election.
As in the 2004 presidential election, the allocation of electoral votes to each state will be based partially on the 2000 Census. The
president-elect and vice president-elect are scheduled to be inaugurated on January 20, 2009.

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_primary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_2008
For Further information: www.samanthaappleton.com

Kael Alford

Kael Alford (raised in Middletown NY, based in Atlanta)
One of the very few independent photographers in Baghdad during the US bombing in 2003, Kael documented the
impact of the war and its aftermath. In the fall of 2003, she rented a room in Ramadi, Iraq, to photograph the resistance as it was first taking place in the months after the US-led invasion. She also crossed the front lines in Najef and
Sadr City to photograph the Mahdi Militia battles with US forces.

The Iraq War
The Iraq War is an ongoing conflict which began on March 20, 2003 with the United States-led invasion of Iraq by a multinational coalition composed of U.S. and UK troops supported by smaller contingents from Australia, Denmark, Poland, and other
nations. The Iraq War is also known as the War on Iraq, Operation Iraqi Liberation and Operation Iraqi Freedom (U.S). The War
has also been termed the “Second Persian Gulf War” or “Gulf War II.”
At the start of the war, U.S. officials argued that Iraq and its alleged weapons of mass destruction (WMD) posed an imminent
threat to the interest of the United States, Europe and the other nations of the Middle East. The intelligence was supported by
British intelligence, as well as given tacit support by Russian and German intelligence. The intelligence was also criticized by others and weapons inspectors found no evidence of WMD. After the invasion, the Iraq Survey Group concluded that Iraq had ended
its WMD programs in 1991 and had no active programs at the time of the invasion, but that they intended to resume production if
and when the Iraq sanctions were lifted. Although some earlier degraded remnants of misplaced or abandoned WMD were found,
they were not the weapons for which the coalition invaded. Some U.S. officials claimed Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda had been
cooperating, but no evidence of any collaborative relationship has been found. Other reasons for the invasion stated by officials
included concerns over Iraq’s financial support for the families of Palestinian suicide bombers, Iraqi government human rights
abuses, spreading democracy, and Iraq’s oil reserves, although the latter has been denied by other officials.
The invasion led to the quick defeat of the Iraqi military, the flight of President Saddam Hussein, his capture in December, 2003
and his execution in December, 2006. The U.S.-led coalition occupied Iraq and attempted to establish a new democratic government. But shortly after the initial invasion, violence against coalition forces and among various sectarian groups led to asymmetric
warfare with the Iraqi insurgency, strife between many Sunni and Shia Iraqi groups, and al-Qaeda operations in Iraq. Estimates
of the number of people killed range from over 150,000 to more than one million. Member nations of the Coalition began to

withdraw their forces as public opinion favoring troop withdrawals increased and as Iraqi forces began to take responsibility for
security.
According to the President of the United States George W. Bush and Prime Minister of the United Kingdom Tony Blair, the
reasons for the invasion were “to disarm Iraq of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), to end Saddam Hussein’s support for terrorism, and to free the Iraqi people.” Blair said the actual trigger was Iraq’s failure to take a “final opportunity” to disarm itself of
nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons that U.S. and coalition officials called an immediate and intolerable threat to world
peace. In a January 2003 CBS poll, 64% of Americans approved of military action against Iraq. 63% wanted President Bush to
find a diplomatic solution rather than going to war with Iraq, and 62% believed the threat of terror would increase if war was
waged with Iraq.
Since 2003, coalition forces have recovered approximately 500 weapons munitions which contain degraded mustard or sarin
nerve agent. Despite many efforts to locate and destroy Iraq’s pre-Gulf War chemical munitions, filled and unfilled pre-Gulf War
chemical munitions are believed to still exist. Although some misplaced or abandoned remnants of pre-1991 production were
found, U.S. government spokespeople confirmed that these were not the weapons for which the U.S. went to war.
The invasion of Iraq was strongly opposed by some traditional U.S. allies, including France and Germany. Their leaders argued
there was no evidence of WMD and that a war in Iraq was not justified in the context of UNMOVIC’s February 12, 2003 report.
On February 15, 2003, a month before the invasion, there were many worldwide protests against the Iraq war, including a rally
of 3 million people in Rome, which is listed in the Guinness Book of Records as the largest ever anti-war rally. According to the
French academic Dominique Reynié, between January 3 and April 12, 2003, 36 million people across the globe took part in almost 3,000 protests against the Iraq war.
In preparation for the invasion, 100,000 U.S. troops were assembled in Kuwait by February 18. The United States supplied the
vast majority of the invading forces, but also received support from Kurdish troops in northern Iraq.
Iraqi refugees
Over 4.2 million Iraqis, more than 16% of the Iraqi population, have lost their homes and become refugees since 2003. As of June
21, 2007, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimated that 2.2 million Iraqis had been displaced to neighboring countries, and 2 million were displaced internally, with nearly 100,000 Iraqis fleeing to Syria and Jordan each month. Roughly
40% of Iraq’s middle class is believed to have fled, the U.N. said. Most are fleeing systematic persecution and have no desire to
return. All kinds of people, from university professors to bakers, have been targeted by militias, insurgents and criminals. An estimated 331 school teachers were slain in the first four months of 2006, according to Human Rights Watch, and at least 2,000 Iraqi
doctors have been killed and 250 kidnapped since the 2003 U.S. invasion.
The UN reports that although Christians comprise less than 5% of Iraq’s population, they make up nearly 40% of the refugees
fleeing Iraq. More than 50% of Iraqi Christians have already left the country. In the 16th century, Christians were half the population of Iraq. In 1987, the last Iraqi census counted 1.4 million Christians. But as the war has radicalized Islamic sensibilities,
Christians’ total numbers slumped to about 500,000, of whom 250,000 live in Baghdad. Furthermore, the Mandaean and Yazidi
communities are at the risk of elimination due to ethnic cleansing by Islamic extremists. As many as 110,000 Iraqis could be targeted as collaborators because of their work for coalition forces.
A May 25, 2007 article notes that in the past seven months only 69 people from Iraq have been granted refugee status in the
United States.

As president, Saddam maintained power during the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) and the first Persian Gulf War (1991). During
these conflicts, Saddam repressed movements he considered threatening to the stability of Iraq, particularly Shi’a and Kurdish
movements seeking to overthrow the government or gain independence, respectively. Whereas some Arabs looked upon him as a
hero for his aggressive stance against foreign intervention and for his support for the Palestinians, United States leaders continued
to view Saddam with deep suspicion following the 1991 Persian Gulf War. Saddam was deposed by the U.S. and its allies during
the 2003 invasion of Iraq.
Captured by U.S. forces on December 13, 2003, Saddam was brought to trial under the Iraqi interim government set up by U.S.led forces. On November 5, 2006, he was convicted of charges related to the executions of 148 Iraqi Shi’ites suspected of planning
an assassination attempt against him, and was sentenced to death by hanging. Saddam was executed on December 30, 2006.
Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_invasion_of_iraq
		
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saddam_Hussein
		
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahdi_army

Nina Berman

Nina Berman (American, based in New York City)
Nina Berman received a B.A. from the University of Chicago, an M.A. from Columbia University’s School of Journalism, and has been photographing the political and cultural landscape in the United States for nearly 15 years. Berman’s
photographs have been exhibited in museums and widely published in magazines including Time, Mother Jones,
Harper’s, Geo, and National Geographic. She resides in New York City, where she teaches at the International Center of
Photography. Her first book, Purple Hearts—Back from Iraq, was published by Trolley in 2004, followed by a second
printing six weeks later; and a Japanese version. The book has received widespread press attention including coverage on ABC, CBS, NPR, MSNBC, dozens of internet sites, and features in Mother Jones and the Los Angeles Times.
Excerpts from the book have been published in magazines and newspapers in eleven European countries.

Homeland Security
The term homeland security refers to the broad national effort by all levels of government to protect territory from hazards, internal and external, natural and man-made. The term is also used to refer to the United States Department of Homeland Security
itself.
In the United States, the concept of “homeland security” extends and recombines responsibilities of much of the executive branch,
including the United States National Guard, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the United States Coast Guard, U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services, the United States Secret Service, the Transportation Security Administration and Civil Air Patrol. The George W. Bush
administration has consolidated many of these activities under the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS), a
new cabinet department established as a result of the Homeland Security Act of 2002. However, much of the nation’s homeland
security activity remains outside of DHS; for example, the FBI and CIA are not part of the Department, and other agencies such
as the Department of Defense and Department of Health and Human Services play a significant role in certain aspects of homeland security.

Homeland security is officially defined by the National Strategy for Homeland Security as “a concerted national effort to prevent
terrorist attacks within the United States, reduce America’s vulnerability to terrorism, and minimize the damage and recover from
attacks that do occur.” Because the U.S. Department of Homeland Security includes the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
it also has responsibility for preparedness, response, and recovery to natural disasters.
The scope of homeland security includes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Emergency preparedness and response (for both terrorism and natural disasters), including volunteer medical, police, 		
Emergency Management and fire personnel;
Domestic intelligence activities, largely today within the FBI;
Critical infrastructure protection;
Border security, including both land and maritime borders;
Transportation security, including aviation and maritime transportation;
Biodefense;
Detection of radioactive and radiological materials;
Research on next-generation security technologies.

The United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS), commonly known in the United States as “Homeland Security”, is
a Cabinet department of the U.S. federal government with the responsibility of protecting the territory of the U.S. from terrorist
attacks and responding to natural disasters.
Whereas the Department of Defense is charged with military actions abroad, the Department of Homeland Security works in the
civilian sphere to protect the United States within, at, and outside its borders. Its goal is to prepare for, prevent, and respond to
domestic emergencies, particularly terrorism. On March 1, 2003, the DHS absorbed the now defunct United States Immigration
and Naturalization Service and assumed its duties. In doing so, it divided the enforcement and services functions into two separate
and new agencies -- U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.
With over 200,000 employees, DHS is the third largest Cabinet department in the U.S. federal government, after the Department
of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs. Homeland security policy is coordinated at the White House by the Homeland Security Council. Other agencies with significant homeland security responsibilities include the Department of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Justice, and the Department of Energy.
The Homeland Security Act (HSA) of 2002, Pub. L. No. 107-296, 116 Stat. 2135 (Nov. 25, 2002), introduced in the aftermath of
the September 11, 2001 attacks, created the Department of Homeland Security in the largest federal government reorganization
in 55 years, since the Department of Defense was created via the National Security Act of 1947 (as amended in 1949). The HSA is
a sweeping anti-terrorism bill giving federal law enforcement agencies broad powers to look over citizens and thwart potential attacks on the homeland. Among other things, it created the new cabinet-level position of Secretary of Homeland Security.
The Homeland Security Council (HSC) is an entity within the Executive Office of the President of the United States and was created by Homeland Security Presidential Directive 1 (HSPD-1) on October 29, 2001. It serves as the de facto successor to the Office
of Homeland Security which was established on September 20, 2001, in response to the September 11, 2001, attacks. President
George W. Bush announced the establishment of an Office of Homeland Security (OHS) to coordinate homeland security efforts
and was to be headed by then Pennsylvania Governor Tom Ridge with the title of Assistant to the President for Homeland Security. The Homeland Security Council, similar in nature to the National Security Council, retains a policy coordination and advisory
role and is led by the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism. That role was occupied by Frances
Fragos Townsend, who announced her resignation on November 19, 2007. Her position is currently vacant.
Though largely unknown and unseen by the public, HSC has served a central role in almost every homeland security policy debate
since its inception. Most notably, they led White House efforts to combat the dangers of avian influenza and coordinated the Lessons Learned Report following Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath.
Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeland_security
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeland_Security_Council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeland_Security_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Department_of_Homeland_Security

Heidi Bradner

Heidi Bradner (American, based in London)
Heidi earned a BA in Journalism from the University of Alaska in 1989 and her first jobs were for the Juneau Empire newspaper,
the Anchorage Daily News, the Tundra Times, the Alaska Economic Report, and the Alaska Legislative Digest.
In the 1990s Heidi lived and worked in Moscow and Prague as an independent photographer, covering Russia, the Caucasus and
Eastern Europe, which led to her involvement with issues such as Chernobyl, the war in Chechnya, refugee camps of Ingushetia
and the disappearing minority populations of Siberia. Her work has appeared in New York Times Magazine, Granta, Geo Korea,
The Independent on Sunday Review, Time, Newsweek, US News and other international publications. She has exhibited in the
US, the UK, France, Germany and Russia. She is the winner of many international awards, most notably World Press Photo in
2003, Missouri Pictures of the Year International 2004 and Humanity Photo Awards 2004 (China). She was awarded the Leica
Medal of Excellence and the Alexia Foundation Photography Grant for her work in Chechnya.

Climate Change
The Kyoto Protocol is an international agreement linked to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change with
the objective of reducing greenhouse gases that cause climate change. The major feature of the Kyoto Protocol is that it sets binding targets for 37 industrialized countries and the European community for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. These
amount to an average of five per cent against 1990 levels over the five-year period 2008-2012. The major distinction between the
Protocol and the Convention is that while the Convention encouraged industrialized countries to stabilize GHG emissions, the
Protocol commits them to do so. Recognizing that developed countries are principally responsible for the current high levels of
GHG emissions in the atmosphere as a result of more than 150 years of industrial activity, the Protocol places a heavier burden on
developed nations under the principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities.”
The Kyoto Protocol was adopted in Kyoto, Japan, on 11 December 1997 and entered into force on 16 February 2005. 180 nations
have ratified the treaty to date. The detailed rules for the implementation of the Protocol were adopted at COP 7 in Marrakesh in
2001, and are called the “Marrakesh Accords.”

U.S. Climate Policy and Actions
The United States Federal government has established a comprehensive policy to address climate change. This policy has three
basic objectives:
1.
2.
3.

Slowing the growth of emissions
Strengthening science, technology and institutions
Enhancing international cooperation

The Federal government is implementing this policy through voluntary and incentive-based programs and has established major
government-wide programs to advance climate technologies and improve climate science.

The Nenets
The Nenets people are an indigenous people in northern Russia. According to the latest census in 2002, there are 41,302 Nenets
in the Russian Federation, most of them living in the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug and Nenets Autonomous Okrug. They
speak the Nenets language.
The Nenets are among the thirty small groups of people of the North who have preserved their traditional reindeer-herding way of
life in the face of intense gas exploration on the Yamal Peninsula, which by 1996 was scaling down for economic reasons. Nevertheless, renewed exploration is only a matter of time, and if the reindeer pastures are overgrazed or curtailed, the Nenets’ way of
life is threatened. When faced with outside pressure in the past, the Nenets retreated to the remote tundra, but in the 1990s such a
retreat was no assurance of cultural survival.
The Nenet people have struggled to maintain their cultural identity in the face of environmental and societal changes. Traditionally nomadic peoples, Nenet people would cover great distances up and down the Kanin peninsula of Siberia, moving from northern
tundra pastures in summer to the more protected sub-Arctic taiga in winter. Their culture and technology were well adapted to
the herder lifestyle. Social institutions based on clan membership allowed them to share animals and food, unite and divide herds,
and make effective use of all nearby resources. Nenets today have to adapt to a changing economy, depleted resources, and statesponsored assimilation programs which combine to threaten the future of their way of life.
The Nenet people have traditionally depended on sizeable reindeer herds for food, clothing, transportation, and craft-making
tools. The extensive marshes and wetlands of the northern tundra and taiga provide excellent summer breeding ranges for reindeer
herds. With populations limited mostly by the availability of reindeer moss, herds of domestic reindeer move south along strictly
defined passages to the southern tundra, forest tundra, and taiga. In addition to reindeer meat, the Nenet fish the Arctic rivers
for cisco, whitefish, herring, Siberian sturgeon, Arctic char, nelma, muksun, Arctic grayling, pike, perch, and smelt. Secondary
food sources include moose, common seal, beluga, bearded seal, ducks, geese, snowy owl, and ptarmigan. Marine mammals are a
relatively small food source, however.
Traditional culture and spiritual life of the Nenets is based on a spiritual journeys through time and space and different spheres
of existence. Nenet beliefs stressed respect for the land and its resources, as many objects in nature were embodied with a type of
spiritual consciousness or soul that didn’t take lightly to ill treatment. Shamans were a source of spiritual guidance and served as a
human link to the spirit world.
A major problem facing the Nenet people and the Russian government is how to assure a sustainable future for the indigenous
populations - culturally as well as environmentally. During the Soviet collectivization period in the mid-1900’s, many Nenets
were forced to abandon their traditional lifestyles and made to live on permanent farms. Children were turned over to state-run
schools which eventually led to loss of cultural heritage and serious adjustment problems. Extractive industries such as: mining,
and oil and gas production, have had a major impact on the local environment, reducing the productivity of the reindeer industry.
Herding now accounts for less than 10% of the region’s economy. The migration routes from the tundra to the tundra-forest have
been overgrazed, limiting the growth of the herds. Year-round navigation of the Yenisey River and the construction of a pipeline
between Messoyakha and Norilsk have made large areas of rangeland inaccessible.
Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nenets_people
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3800/is_200207/ai_n9124484/pg_1
http://www.allthingsarctic.com/people/nenet.aspx
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/policy/index.html

Paula Bronstein for Getty Images

Paula Bronstein (American, based in Bangkok, Thailand)
Paula Bronstein attended the University of Colorado, where she majored in Fine Arts photography. Her education took an interesting turn while she pursued a career in skiing, teaching for 3 years. After that break, she went to the Rochester Institute of
Technology in New York, graduating with a Bachelor of Fine Arts, majoring in photojournalism. Paula started her career as a
newspaper photographer in the early 80’s as an intern at the Providence Journal Bulletin. In 1982, she became a staff photographer in New Haven, Ct. with the New Haven Register. Paula’s major influences as a newspaper photographer were the 12 years
spent at The Hartford Courant from 1984 to 1996, her one-year stint at The Chicago Tribune and finally her time at The Register
Guard newspaper in Eugene, Oregon.
In 1998, Paula chose to go freelance, leaving the newspaper world behind along with the USA, basing herself in Bangkok, Thailand
to cover news and feature stories throughout Asia. During this time Paula was affiliated with several photo agencies - Black Star,
Gamma Liaison and Tony Stone Images - shooting various international assignments. In 2002, after freelancing for a brief period,
Paula joined on as senior staff photographer with Getty Images. She is the recipient of numerous awards for her photography,
which appears daily throughout the world’s media.

Benazir Bhutto

Benazir Bhutto (June 21, 1953 – December 27, 2007) was a Pakistani politician who chaired the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), a
centre-left political party in Pakistan. Bhutto was the first woman elected to lead a Muslim state, having twice been Prime Minister
of Pakistan (1988–1990; 1993–1996).
Bhutto was sworn in as Prime Minister for the first time in 1988 at the age of 35, but was removed from office 20 months later
under the order of then-president Ghulam Ishaq Khan on grounds of alleged corruption. In 1993 she was re-elected but was again
removed in 1996 on similar charges, this time by President Farooq Leghari. She went into self-imposed exile in Dubai in 1998.
Bhutto returned to Pakistan on October 18, 2007, after reaching an understanding with President Pervez Musharraf by which she
was granted amnesty and all corruption charges were withdrawn. She was assassinated on December 27, 2007, after departing a
PPP rally in the Pakistani city of Rawalpindi, two weeks before the scheduled Pakistani general election of 2008 where she was a
leading opposition candidate.

“Unless there is a change in the status quo, the past will repeat itself. But that change can only come
when the world community puts its weight behind fair elections and its faith in the people of Pakistan.
…
Flawed elections will worsen instability in Pakistan as civil society and political parties protest.
Imposing international restrictions after the fact will be fruitless and only deepen anti-American
sentiment.
…
America is the world’s most powerful democracy. By standing up for democracy at this critical time,
Washington can give this nuclear-armed nation an opportunity to reverse the tide of extremism that
today threatens not only Pakistan but the larger world community as well.”
		
		

- Benazir Bhutto, “Why the World Needs Democracy in Pakistan,” December 10, 2007

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benazir_Bhutto
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/1210/p09s02-coop.html

Rina Castelnuovo for the New York Times

Rina Castelnuovo (Israeli, based in Jerusalem)
Rina presently works for the New York Times Jerusalem bureau. The daughter of World War II survivors who immigrated to Israel
and settled in Tel Aviv, she started taking pictures while studying arts at the Academia de Bella Arti in Rome where she began her
photography career as a stringer for the Associated Press. In 1980 she joined the AP staff in Tel Aviv. After the 1982 War in Lebanon, where she was based for months, and following a slight injury in a Beirut car bombing, Rina gave in to family pressure and
left the Associated Press. She became a freelancer. She has extensively photographed war, peace and crisis in Israel and the Palestinian Authority, including the first and second "Intifadas". She has covered Yasser Arafat’s life in Tunis after the first Gulf War, the
plight of the Kurds in northern Iraq, the Gulf War’s Scud attacks in Israel, the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the
airlift of Ethiopian Jews to Israel, the fall of Ceausescu, the plight of refugees in Tirana, Albania, the Gaza Strip "Disengagement,"
and the second war with Lebanon.

Israeli-Lebanese conflict

The Israeli-Lebanese conflict describes a series of related military clashes involving Israel, Lebanon, and various non-state militias
acting from within Lebanon.
The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) recruited militants in Lebanon from among the families of Palestinian refugees
who had been expelled and or fled due to the creation Israel in 1948. By 1968, the PLO and Israel were committing cross border
attacks against each other in violation of Lebanese sovereignty. After the PLO leadership and its Fatah brigade were expelled from
Jordan for fomenting a revolt, they entered Lebanon and the cross-border violence increased. Meanwhile, demographic tensions
over the Lebanese National Pact lead to the Lebanese Civil War (1975–1990). Israel’s 1978 invasion of Lebanon failed to stem
the Palestinian attacks, but Israel invaded Lebanon again in 1982 and forcibly expelled the PLO. Israel withdrew to a slim borderland buffer zone, held with the aid of proxy militants in the South Lebanon Army (SLA). In 1985, a Lebanese Shi’te resistance
movement sponsored by Iran,calling itself Hezbollah, called for armed struggle to end the Israel occupation of Lebanese territory.
When the Lebanese civil war ended and other warring factions agreed to disarm, Hezbollah and the SLA refused. Combat with
Hezbollah weakened Israeli resolve and led to a collapse of the SLA and an early Israeli withdrawal in 2000 to their side of the UN
designated border. Citing Israeli control of the Shebaa farms territory, Hezbollah continued cross border attacks intermittently
over the next six years. Hezbollah now sought freedom for Lebanese citizens in Israeli prisons and successfully used the tactic of
capturing Israeli soldiers as leverage for a prisoner exchange in 2004. The capturing of two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah ignited
the 2006 Israel-Lebanon war. Its ceasefire called for the disarmament of Hezbollah and the remaining armed camps of the PLO,
and for Lebanon to control its southern border militarily for the first time in four decades.
Hostilities were suspended as of 8 September 2006. As of 2007 Hezbollah had not disarmed.
On 12 July 2006, in an incident known as Zar’it-Shtula incident, the Hezbollah initiated diversionary rocket attacks on Israeli
military positions near the coast and near the Israeli border village of Zar’it, while another Hezbollah group crossed from Lebanon
into Israel and ambushed two Israeli Army vehicles, killing three Israeli soldiers and seizing two.
Hezbollah promptly demanded the release of Lebanese prisoners held by Israel, including Samir Kuntar and an alleged surviving
perpetrator of the Coastal Road massacre, in exchange for the release of the captured soldiers.
Heavy fire between the sides was exchanged across the length of the Blue Line, with Hezbollah targeting IDF positions near Israeli
towns.
Thus began the 2006 Lebanon War. Israel responded with massive airstrikes and artillery fire on targets throughout Lebanon, an
air and naval blockade, and a ground invasion of southern Lebanon. In Lebanon the conflict killed over 1,500 people, mostly civilians, severely damaged infrastructure, displaced about one million people. Israel suffered nearly 4,000 rockets being launched into
northern Israel causing the death of 42 civilians and the displacement half a million Israelis. Normal life across much of Lebanon
and northern Israel was disrupted. These are besides the deaths in combat.
A United Nations-brokered ceasefire went into effect on 14 August 2006. The blockade was lifted on 8 September.
Since the 2006 Lebanon War, there have been only isolated incidents.

Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Lebanon_Conflict

Jessica Dimmock

Jessica Dimmock (American, based in New York City)
Jessica is a graduate of The International Center of Photography’s Program in Documentary Photography and Photojournalism.
Her work has appeared in Aperture, The New York Times Magazine, Fortune, Time, New York Magazine, Newsweek, Wired, and
Fader. For her work on heroin addicts in New York she received several awards including the F Award for Concerned Photography
from Forma and Fabrica, the Inge Morath Award from Magnum, the Marty Forsher Fellowship for Documentary Photography
from PDN and the Juror’s Choice Award for the Project Competition from the Santa Fe Center for Photography. In the fall of
2007 Jessica’s first book, The Ninth Floor, was published by Contrasto and was listed by Photo District News as one of best books
of 2007. Jessica had her first international solo exhibition at Forma, The International Center of Photography in Milan. In the
Spring of 2008 Jessica had two more solo exhibitions - At Foam, The Photography Museum of Amsterdam and at Foley Gallery
in Chelsea, New York. Jessica was accepted into the VII Network, part of VII Photo, in 2008. She has appeared as a guest speaker
at events such as the Aperture lecture series, the VII seminar, the School of Visual Arts, and the Stoop Series (sponsored by New
York Magazine and the Rotunda gallery.) Prior to pursuing documentary photography, Jessica worked as a public school teacher
in Brooklyn, New York.

Drugs in NYC
New York City is one of the world’s financial capitals, presenting numerous options for the movement and laundering of drug
proceeds. Private banking facilities, offshore banking, wire systems, shell corporations, and trade financing have been used to mask
illegal activity. Money has also been laundered through currency exchange houses, stock brokerage houses, casinos, automobile
dealerships, insurance companies, precious metal and gem dealers, and trading companies. Most recently, cyber-laundering and
the emergence of e-cash provide an extremely expeditious means of moving large amounts of money. Additionally, numerous large
scale money transportation and/or money laundering organizations are active in New York, servicing national and international
drug organizations. These transportation/laundering organizations routinely conduct multi-hundred thousand dollar “pick ups” of
drug cash from trafficking groups. The black market peso exchange and the “hawala” alternate remittance system are also used to
move drug proceeds. Despite the extensive financial systems available in New York, many trafficking organizations opt to physically smuggle bulk cash out of the area and/or out of the United States.

New York City has long been home to numerous drug trafficking organizations. The city’s large, diverse, multi-class population
creates a demand that these organizations are more than willing to serve. New York City also acts as the source for organizations
that smuggle drugs to other East Coast destinations and to Canada and Europe.
Drug abuse has a wide range of definitions related to taking a psychoactive drug or performance enhancing drug for a non-therapeutic or non-medical effect. All of these definitions imply a negative judgement of the drug use in question (compare with the
term responsible drug use for alternative views). Some of the drugs most often associated with this term include alcohol, amphetamines, barbiturates, benzodiazepines, cocaine, methaqualone, and opium alkaloids. Use of these drugs may lead to criminal
penalty in addition to possible physical, social, and psychological harm, both strongly depending on local jurisdiction.[2] Other
definitions of drug abuse fall into four main categories: public health definitions, mass communication and vernacular usage,
medical definitions, and political and criminal justice definitions.
An estimated 4.7% of the global population aged 15 to 64, or 185 million people, consume illicit drugs annually.
Depending on the actual compound, drug use may lead to health problems, social problems, physical dependence, or psychological
addiction.
Drug abuse makes central nervous system (CNS) effects, which produce changes in mood, levels of awareness or perceptions and
sensations. Most of these drugs also alter systems other than the CNS. Some of these are often thought of as being abused. Some
drugs appear to be more likely to lead to uncontrolled use than others.
Heroin is readily available from Colombian and Dominican organizations operating in the New York metropolitan area. Most of
the heroin available is of South American origin and Colombia-based traffickers bring some of the purest heroin in the world to
the streets of New York, utilizing the same distribution methods and money-laundering techniques they perfected in capturing
the cocaine market. Heroin is an illegal, highly addictive drug. It is both the most abused and the most rapidly acting of the opiates. Heroin is processed from morphine, a naturally occurring substance extracted from the seed pod of certain varieties of poppy
plants. It is typically sold as a white or brownish powder or as the black sticky substance known on the streets as “black tar heroin.”
Although purer heroin is becoming more common, most street heroin is “cut” with other drugs or with substances such as sugar,
starch, powdered milk, or quinine. Street heroin can also be cut with strychnine, fentanyl or other poisons. Because heroin abusers do not know the actual strength of the drug or its true contents, they are at risk of overdose or death. Heroin also poses special
problems because of the transmission of HIV and other diseases that can occur from sharing needles or other injection equipment.
Heroin can be injected, smoked, or sniffed/snorted. Injection is the most efficient way to administer low-purity heroin. The availability of high-purity heroin, however, and the fear of infection by sharing needles has made snorting and smoking the drug more
common. National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) researchers have confirmed that all forms of heroin administration are addictive.
This cooperative program with state and local law enforcement counterparts was conceived in 1995 in response to the overwhelming problem of drug-related violent crime in towns and cities across the nation. Since the inception of the MET Program, 473 deployments have been completed nationwide, resulting in 19,643 arrests. There have been over two dozen MET deployments in the
State of New York since the inception of the program. Locations have included: Niagara Falls, Southampton, Albany, Schenectady,
Troy, Amsterdam, Utica, Monticello, Watertown, Poughkeepsie, Newburgh, Mt. Vernon, Liberty, Hempstead, Spring Valley, Fallsburg, Geneva, Kingston, Middletown, Yonkers, Jefferson County and Montgomery County. In March 2005, the METs prioritized
investigations to target and dismantle methamphetamine trafficking organizations and clandestine laboratory operators. In January 2006, the MET concluded a several month long investigation into the methamphetamine activity in the region culminated in
the exposure of a methamphetamine lab in Jefferson County. Two individuals were arrested and a second lab was discovered at a
remote cabin in Northern Lewis County that resulted in the seizure of 150 grams of a liquid containing methamphetamine and
21 grams of ephedrine, a precursor for the manufacture of methamphetamine. In addition to the eradication of two methamphetamine labs in the north country region, MET members and local police agencies made controlled purchases of narcotics on the
streets of Watertown and the surrounding area leading to further arrests and asset seizures. As a result of this investigation, seventeen individuals were arrested on state charges for trafficking narcotics and eleven federal arrests were generated. Eleven properties
were searched and seizures included an automobile, a residential home valued at approximately $55,000.00, three weapons and
over $16,000.00 in cash. As a result of the efforts of these dedicated agencies, over 194 grams of crack cocaine, with a street value
of $19,000.00 was taken off the streets of Jefferson County. In May 2006, the MET concluded a 9-month investigation into the
illegal use, sale, manufacture and transportation of illegal drugs in Montgomery County, which resulted in 19 arrests.

Sources: http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/concern/heroin.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/pubs/states/newyork.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug_abuse
http://www.drugwarfacts.org/racepris.htm

Evelyn Hockstein (American, based in Nairobi, Kenya)

Evelyn Hockstein for the New York Times

Evelyn Hockstein has worked in 29 countries in Africa, where she is currently based, and more than 50 worldwide. Before moving to Nairobi, Kenya she spent four years covering the Middle East. Her coverage of the fate of civilian populations in conflict has
garnered her several awards, including her photos of the Darfur crisis. Evelyn’s work has been exhibited in Japan, South Africa,
and The United States and has been published internationally in The New York Times, Time, Newsweek, The New Yorker, Stern,
and L’Express. She graduated from the University of Pennsylvania and was a fellow at the International Reporting Project at Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies in Washington, DC.

Food Riots

The years 2007–2008 saw dramatic world food price rises, bringing a state of global crisis and causing political and economical
instability and social unrest in both poor and developed nations.
Since the start of 2006, the average world price for rice has risen by 217 percent, wheat by 136 percent, maize by 125 percent and
soybeans by 107 percent. In late April 2008, rice prices hit 24 cents a pound, twice the price that it was seven months earlier.
Systemic causes for the world-wide food price increase continue to be the subject of debate. Initial causes of the late 2006 price
spikes included unseasonable droughts in grain producing nations and rising oil prices. Oil prices further heightened the costs of
fertilizers, food transport, and industrial agriculture. Other causes may be the increasing use of biofuels in developed countries,
and an increasing demand for a more varied diet (especially meat) across the expanding middle-class populations of Asia. These
factors, coupled with falling world food stockpiles have all contributed to the dramatic world-wide rise in food prices. Longterm
causes also remain a topic of debate, and may include structural changes in trade and agricultural production, agricultural price
supports and subsidies in developed nations, diversions of food commodities to high input foods and fuel, commodity market
speculation, and climate change.
Total food import bills rose by an estimated 25% for developing countries in 2007. Researchers from the Overseas Development
Institute have suggested this problem will be worsened by a likely fall in food aid. As food aid is programmed by budget rather
than volume, rising food prices mean that the World Food Programme (WFP) needs an extra $500 million just to sustain the current operations.
To ensure that food remains available for their domestic populations and to combat dramatic price inflation, major rice exporters,
such as China, Brazil, India, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia and Egypt, have imposed strict export bans on rice. Conversely, several
other nations, including Argentina, Ukraine, Russia, and Serbia have, as well, either imposed high tariffs or blocked the export
of wheat and other foodstuffs altogether, driving up prices still further for net food importing nations while trying to isolate their
internal markets.
The price rises affected parts of Asia and Africa particularly severely with Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Senegal, Mauritania, Cote
d’Ivoire, Egypt and Morocco seeing protests and riots in late 2007 and early 2008 over the unavailability of basic food staples.
Other countries which have seen food riots or are facing related unrest are: Mexico, Bolivia, Yemen, Uzbekistan, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and South Africa.

“Rocketing food prices — some of which have more than doubled in two years — have sparked riots in numerous countries recently. Millions are reeling from sticker shock and governments are scrambling to staunch a fast-moving crisis before it spins out
of control.
From Mexico to Pakistan, protests have turned violent. Rioters tore through three cities in the West African nation of Burkina
Faso last month, burning government buildings and looting stores. Days later in Cameroon, a taxi drivers’ strike over fuel prices
mutated into a massive protest about food prices, leaving around 20 people dead. Similar protests exploded in Senegal and Mauritania late last year. And Indian protesters burned hundreds of food-ration stores in West Bengal last October, accusing the owners
of selling government-subsidized food on the lucrative black market.
“This is a serious security issue,” says Joachim von Braun, director-general of the International Food Policy Research Institute
(IFPRI), in Washington. In recent weeks, he notes, he has been bombarded by calls from officials around the world, all asking one
question: How long will the crisis last?” ”
- Vivienne Walt, Time, “The World’s Growing Food-Price Crisis,” February 27, 2008
Sources: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2007–2008_world_food_price_crisis
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1717572,00.html

Mona Reeder (American, based in Dallas)

Mona Reeder for the Dallas Morning News

Mona was a Pulitzer finalist in 2008 with her work on poverty in Texas. As a young girl from a small, farming community in
Kansas, Mona Reeder would joke with her mom about one day traveling the world as a journalist like Brenda Starr from the comics, never thinking it would really happen. Instead, Reeder initially pursued a music major at the University of Kansas, but after
two years realized it wasn’t for her. She moved to California where she worked as a first mate on a three-masted brigantine while
trying to decide what to do with her life. Later, she returned to college and graduated from California State University with a BFA
in journalism and art. After working at papers in California, and Ohio, first as a writer, Reeder then moved in 1994 to Phoenix as a
staff photographer with The Arizona Republic. In 1999, she joined The Dallas Morning News and her dream of receiving international assignments was fulfilled. While a staff photographer with The Dallas Morning News Reeder has covered the presidential
elections in Mexico, traveled to Turkey to photograph the plight of the Kurdish people, and in 2002 was sent to Afghanistan to
photograph the War on Terrorism.
“I really like the variety of assignments you get working (for a newspaper) Reeder says, “But what I most enjoy are stories surrounding social issues and documentary photography.”
Her photographs have won numerous national awards including the Robert F. Kennedy Award of Excellence for her documentary
work on the diabetes epidemic of Native Americans in Southern Arizona. She has also received several awards from the Pictures of
the Year competition.

Poverty and Health Insurance
The term health insurance is commonly used in the United States to describe any program that helps pay for medical expenses, whether
through privately purchased insurance, social insurance or a non-insurance social welfare program funded by the government. Synonyms
for this usage include “health coverage,” “health care coverage” and “health benefits.”
In a more technical sense, the term is used to describe any form of insurance that provides protection against injury or illness. This usage
includes private insurance and social insurance programs such as Medicare, but excludes social welfare programs such as Medicaid. In
addition to medical expense insurance, it also includes insurance covering disability or long-term nursing or custodial care needs.
The US market-based health care system relies heavily on private and not-for-profit health insurance, which is the primary source of coverage for most Americans. According to the United States Census Bureau, approximately 84% of Americans have health insurance; some
60% obtain it through an employer, while about 9% purchase it directly. Various government agencies provide coverage to about 27% of
Americans (there is some overlap in these figures).
In 2006, there were 47 million people in the US (16% of the population) who were without health insurance for at least part of that year.
The percentage of the non-elderly population who are uninsured has been generally increasing since the year 2000. There is considerable debate in the US on the causes of and possible remedies for this level of uninsurance as well as the impact it has on the overall US

health care system.
Public programs provide the primary source of coverage for most seniors and for low-income children and families who meet certain
eligibility requirements. The primary public programs are Medicare, a federal social insurance program for seniors and certain disabled
individuals, Medicaid, funded jointly by the federal government and states but administered at the state level, which covers certain very
low income children and their families, and SCHIP, also a federal-state partnership that serves certain children and families who do not
qualify for Medicaid but who cannot afford private coverage.
Poverty in the United States refers to people living in poverty in the U.S. Within the U.S. the most common measure of poverty is the
“poverty line” set by the U.S. government. The official poverty threshold is adjusted for inflation using the consumer price index. Poverty
in the United States is cyclical in nature with roughly 12% to 15% living below the federal poverty line at any given point in time, and
roughly 40% falling below the poverty line at some time within a 10 year time span. While there remains some controversy of whether or
not the official poverty threshold over or understates poverty, the United States has some of the highest absolute and relative pre-transfer,
and the highest post-transfer, poverty rates in the developed world. Overall, the U.S. ranks 16th on the Human Poverty Index.
People who experience homelessness make poverty more visible in the United States.
There are two basic versions of the federal poverty measure: the poverty thresholds (which are the primary version) and the poverty
guidelines. The Census Bureau issues the poverty thresholds, which are generally used for statistical purposes—for example, to estimate
the number of people in poverty nationwide each year and classify them by type of residence, race, and other social, economic, and demographic characteristics. The Department of Health and Human Services issues the poverty guidelines for administrative purposes—for
instance, to determine whether a person or family is eligible for assistance through various federal programs.
Since the 1960s, the United States Government has defined poverty in absolute terms. When the Johnson administration declared “war
on poverty” in 1964, it chose an absolute measure. The “absolute poverty line” is the threshold below which families or individuals are
considered to be lacking the resources to meet the basic needs for healthy living; having insufficient income to provide the food, shelter
and clothing needed to preserve health.
Much poverty in the United States is the result of social institutions which contribute to and sustain poverty. In particular, low quality
education from poorly funded inner-city schools results in few marketable skills which leads to low-wage jobs which leads to less ability
to pay for housing, food, clothing, medical care which leads to bad neighborhoods and further funding problems for schools, as well as
less exposure to positive role models, and increased risk of serious illness. Racial and ethnic discrimination feed into these barriers.
Poverty is also the product of deindustrialization. As the U.S. shifts from a manufacturing, industrial society to a service-oriented, hightech society, many of the blue-collar jobs that required little education but paid well are disappearing or being outsourced. Rural areas,
such as Appalachia, suffer losses of mining jobs, and cities such as Detroit lose many manufacturing jobs to automation or overseas
factories. Some people are unable to follow the jobs or commute to work are left in neighborhoods without employment or tax-basis to
support needed social functions, such as schools, public transportation, police departments, etc. Others simply cannot find jobs because
of the shift towards a service-based economy; in economic terms these people are structurally unemployed due to the changing skills
needed.
The official poverty rate in the U.S. increased for four consecutive years, from a 26-year low of 11.3% in 2000 to 12.7% in 2004, then
declined somewhat to 12.3% in 2006. This means that 36.5 million people were below the official poverty thresholds in 2006, compared
to 31.1 million in 2000, and that there was an increase of 5.4 million poor from 2000 to 2006 while the total population grew by 17.5
million. The poverty rate for children under 18 years old increased from 16.2% to 17.8% from 2000 to 2004 and had dropped to 17.4%
in 2005 and 2006. The 2006 poverty threshold was measured according to the HHS Poverty Guidelines which are illustrated in the
table below.

Persons in Family Unit 48 Contiguous States and D.C.
1				
$10,400			
2				
$14,000			
3				
$17,600			
4				
$21,200			
5				
$24,800		
6				
$28,400		
7				
$32,000		
8				
$35,600		

Alaska		
$13,000		
$17,500		
$22,000
$26,500
$31,000		
$35,500		
$40,000
$44,500

Hawaii
$11,960
$16,100
$20,240
$24,380
$28,520
$32,660
$36,800
$40,940

For each additional person, add

$4,500		

$4,140

$3,600			

Sources: http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/fea/lifetravel/stories/DN-NSL_omar_1112liv.ART.State.Edition1.1af6233.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_insurance_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_in_the_United_States

Lana Slezic (Canadian, based in New Dehli)

Lana Slezic

Lana was born to Croatian parents in Toronto, Canada. She has been a professional photographer since 2000. Slezic believes in
cohesive bodies of work that communicate an issue or concept and therefore focuses her efforts on project-based work. In 2005,
Slezic was invited to participate in the World Press Joop Swaart Masterclass in Amsterdam, one of 12 young photographers
selected world-wide. In 2007 she won the Luis Valtuena Special Prize for Humanitarian Photography for her body of work on
Afghan women. Later that year she published her first book “Forsaken” which in 2008 was chosen as one of the Top Ten Photo
Books of the Year by American Photo Magazine. In addition to several other awards, most recently Slezic was given a World Press
Photo Award in the Portrait Story category. She has spoken most notably about her experiences in Afghanistan on Capitol Hill
in Washington, D.C. She has also exhibited in Canada, Ireland, Italy, The Netherlands, Croatia, France, the U.S. and Turkey. Her
work has appeared in National Geographic, The New York Times, Time Magazine amongst many others.

Afghan Women
For centuries now in Afghanistan, their own husbands, fathers, and brothers have denied women rights either by official government
decree or. During the rule of the Taliban (1996 - 2001), women were treated worse than in any other time or by any other society. They
were forbidden to work, leave the house without a male escort, not allowed to seek medical help from a male doctor, and forced to cover
themselves from head to toe, even covering their eyes. Women who were doctors and teachers before, suddenly were forced to be beggars
and even prostitutes in order to feed their families.
Since the fall of the Taliban in late 2001, many would agree that the political and cultural position of Afghan women has improved substantially. The recently adopted Afghan constitution states that “the citizens of Afghanistan - whether man or woman- have equal rights
and duties before the law”. So far, women have been allowed to return back to work, the government no longer forces them to wear the all
covering burqa, and they even have been appointed to prominent positions in the government. Despite all these changes many challenges
still remain. The repression of women is still prevalent in rural areas where many families still restrict their own mothers, daughters,
wives and sisters from participation in public life. They are still forced into marriages and denied a basic education. Numerous school for
girls have been burned down and little girls have even been poisoned to death for daring to go to school.
Facts on the plight of Afghanistan’s women:
KABUL, March 7, 2006 (AFP) - Afghanistan’s women are among the worst-off in the world as measured by life expectancy, maternal
mortality, malnutrition and other factors. The following are some of the details of the plight of Afghan women listed in a report drawn
up by the women’s ministry and UN Development Fund for Women. Released late last year, it is intended as working document for the
development of a national action plan on women.
- The fertility rate for Afghan women is about 6.6 children per woman, about two and half times higher than the world average. This has

an adverse effect on women’s health and the economy.
- Life expectancy is 44, a year lower than for men.
- The maternal mortality rate is estimated at 1,600 to 1,900 per 100,000, one of the highest in the world. Combined with the total fertility rate of 6.6, a woman’s life-time risk of maternal death is one in 10.5.
- About 87 percent of the deaths from complications of pregnancy and child-bearing are deemed preventable.
- Basic reproductive health services are available in only 17 percent of health facilities in the country; only 14.3 percent of births are attended by trained staff and only 11 percent take place in a health facility.
- Only about two percent of women use contraception.
- Malnutrition is a serious problem and likely contributes to maternal mortality. Anemia affects about 71 percent of pregnant women and
89 percent of non-pregnant ones.
- It is estimated that 60-80 percent of all marriages in Afghanistan are forced for various reasons, including to settle feuds or repay debts.
Many men take several wives, often underage girls.
- Approximately 57 percent of girls are married before the age of 16, according to one study. Marriage to a girl under 16 is illegal but there
is virtually no enforcement of this, with marriages routinely not registered.
- More than 30 percent of girls give birth before the age of 18 and 10 percent before 15, according to a UNICEF study in 2003.
- Widows are routinely married off to a male relative of her late husband without her consent, often as a means of appropriating her legal
inheritance.
- Domestic and public violence is so widespread it constitutes a public health as well as rights issue but there are few statistics and little
understanding of the problem. Rape and sexual assault are not clearly defined as a crime.
- Afghanistan is rated one of the poorest countries in the world and Afghan women are generally poorer than men.
- Women’s wages are significantly low than men’s, for example, about half for farm work.
- Women are also routinely denied their inheritance or property rights.
- Many Afghan women are psychologically traumatised after 23 years of exposure to war and abuse. This has translated into suicide and
suicide attempts which have become a “national embarrassment”.
- Afghan women are among the least educated in the world, with less than 20 percent of females above 15 being literate.
Afghan society is consistent in its attitudes toward the underlying principles of gender. It is the application of these principles that varies from group to group; and there is a wide range of standards set for accepted female behavior, as well as differences in male attitudes
toward correct treatment of women. Contradictions arise between traditional customary practices, many of which impinge on the rights
of women and are alien to the spirit of Islam, the other functioning canon which emphasizes equality, justice, education and community
service for both men and women. Further, the dictates of Islam are themselves subject to diverse interpretation among reformists, Islamists and ultraconservatives. Debates between these groups can be highly volatile.
The current zealous need to protect women’s morality stems from the fact that Afghan society regards women as the perpetuators of the
ideals of the society. As such they symbolize honor -- of family, community and nation -- and must be controlled as well as protected so
as to maintain moral purity. By imposing strict restraints directly on women, the society’s most sensitive component symbolizing male
honor, authorities convey their intent to subordinate personal autonomy and thereby strengthen the impression that they are capable of
exercising control over all aspects of social behavior, male and female.
The practice of purdah, seclusion, (Persian, literally meaning curtain), including veiling, is the most visible manifestation of this attitude.
This concept includes an insistence on separate spaces for men and women and proscriptions against interactions between the sexes outside the mahrammat (acceptable male guardians such as father, brother son and any other male with whom a women may not marry).
These restrictions severely limit women’s activities, including access to education and employment outside the home. Many are largely
confined to their homes.
Gender Roles  Historically, gender roles and women’s status have been tied to property relations. In Afghanistan property includes livestock, land, and houses or tents. Women and children tend to be assimilated into the concept of property and to belong to a male. Islam
enjoins believers to maintain as much difference as possible between the sexes; Muslims must not, for example, don clothing typically
worn by members of the opposite sex. In Afghanistan the genders are not only differentiated but also separated through the veiling and
seclusion of women. Scholars agree that the practice of seclusion rests on the conception of women as property and the belief, long current in the Middle East, of the inherent danger and irresistibility of sex. Women are thought to have less moral control and capability for
physical restraint than men and therefore must be placed out of harm’s way. The extent of seclusion varies by ethnic group, region, mode
of subsistence, social class, and family.
Sources: http://www.afghan-web.com/woman/
http://www.gl.iit.edu/govdocs/afghanistan/GenderRoles.html
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/ABES-6MNSTH?OpenDocument&rc=3&cc=afg
http://countrystudies.us/afghanistan/58.htm

Anastasia Taylor-Lind (English, based in London)

Anastasia Taylor-Lind

Having graduated in 2004 from The University of Wales Newport in Documentary Photography, Anastasia is now a London
based freelance photojournalist. Her work is socially concerned and focuses largely on the lives of women as they struggle to
survive in patriarchal male-dominated environments. Anastasia has won a number of young photographer awards including The
Guardian Photography Prize in 2006. In 2007 she was a selected winner in the Magenta Foundation Emerging Photographers
Award and in 2004 represented the UK at a World Press Photo Forum for Young Photographers in Vietnam. Anastasia’s project
about the PKK was also supported through the Gareth Jones Memorial Scholarship for Welsh graduates.
Her clients include The Sunday Times Magazine, The Guardian Weekend Magazine, Marie Claire and The National Museum of
Wales. Her work has been exhibited at The Frontline Club in London, the Lodz Photo Festival in Poland and as part of the World
Press Photo Educational Department show in Amsterdam. Anastasia’s PKK story was recently featured in a BBC television documentary about conflict photography. She is represented by French agency Cosmos.

The PKK
Established in 1974 as a Marxist-Leninist insurgent group primarily composed of Turkish Kurds, by the late 1990s the PKK had moved
beyond rural-based insurgent activities to include urban terrorism. The PKK sought to set up an independent Kurdish state in southeastern Turkey, where there is a predominantly Kurdish population. Geography, politics and history have conspired to render 30 million
Kurds the largest stateless people in the Middle East. The Government of Turkey has long denied the Kurdish population, located largely
in the southeast, basic political, cultural, and linguistic rights. On 22 May 2007, an explosion in Ankara occurred during rush hour near
the entrance of the Anafartalar shopping center in the Ulus district across from the first Parliament building killing at least six people
and injuring more than 100. The area was the busiest commercial neighborhood in Ankara, known for its tourist sites and bazaars. The
device, an A-4 plastic explosive, was detonated by a suicide bomber at a bus stop near the shopping center. The blast was the second
explosion in Turkey in ten days. On 12 May 2007, a bomb exploded in an open bazaar in the Izmir’s Bornova district, killing at least one
person and injuring nearly 14 others. While it was not entirely clear whether or not these attacks were carried out by members of the
PKK, A-4 type bombs have historically been used by suspected KGK/PKK militants.
The Turkey-PKK conflict is a conflict over control of the Turkish region of Kurdistan. It involves an armed insurrection by the separatist
Kurdish guerrilla group, the Kurdistan Workers Party or PKK. More than 37,000 people have been killed in the conflict since the PKK
launched its armed independence campaign in 1984.
Why They Fight
The PKK was formed with Marxist-Leninist roots in 1974 and, until recently, sought to create an independent Kurdish state in southeastern Turkey and parts of neighboring countries inhabited by Kurds. Today the aim is more in line with winning some level of autonomy.
Often described as the world’s largest stateless population, there are roughly thirty million Kurds linked by ethnicity and language who

hail from Kurdistan, a region spanning eastern Turkey, northern Iraq, western Iran, and parts of Syria and Armenia. James Brandon, a
senior research fellow at the Center for Social Cohesion in London, writes that the PKK has refocused its message in recent years with the
hopes of winning “civil rights and some level of autonomy.” The aim, Brandon notes, is for Kurds to live under a system where they would
“rule themselves within a Turkish state.”
Backing & Affiliations:
The PKK has received aid from Syria, Iraq and Iran. This support has tended to be politically expedient rather than an expression of
real commitment to the group’s separatist aims. Syria is a case in point. In 1980, PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan fled Turkey for Syria. In
subsequent years, Syria used support for the PKK to leverage its territorial and other disputes with Turkey. The PKK was offered safe
haven, arms and training in Syria and parts of Syria- controlled Lebanon. Syria pressured Syrian Kurds to join the PKK and take part in
its anti-Turkish activities, despite hostility toward them at home. In 1998, Syria signed an accord with Turkey agreeing to relinquish PKK
support, and expelled Ocalan. The PKK also established relations with other militant groups, and has found sympathy, raised funds and
established offices and media outlets in a number of European countries. PKK cells have been operative in France, Germany, Greece and
elsewhere.
Objectives:
The PKK has always been committed to the creation of an independent home for the Kurds. Their earliest objective, in the 1970s, was to
achieve this through Marxist revolution in Turkey.
They later abandoned this tactic to seek the establishment of an independent Kurdish state. It has been proposed that part of the reason
for abandoning a secular Marxist stance was so the group could better court support among Turkey’s primarily Sunni Muslim Kurds.
Organization:
The PKK was founded by Abdullah Ocalan, also known as Apo. Ocalan was put on trial after his capture in Kenya in 1999 and sentenced
to death. His sentence was later commuted to life imprisonment.
The group maintains cells and organizations in a number of countries, and activities range from producing propaganda to training camps
instructing sabotage methods, explosives use and ideology.
Notable Attacks:
1.
An armed wing of the PKK reportedly took responsibility for a September 2006 landmine explosion in Igdir, Turkey that 		
injured 17 people. Landmines are a characteristic PKK tactic, although the group committed to an antipersonnel 			
mine ban in July 2006.
2.
The PKK is suspected of setting off three bombs that injured 21 Turkish locals and British tourists on August 28th, 2006.
3.
Beginning in 1984 and continuing through the end of the decade, the PKK launched a number of lethal attacks on Kurd		
ish villages in southeast Turkey, killing korucu](village protectors) armed by the Turkish government and considered col		
laborators. In a 1987 attack on Pinarcik, 31 korucu were killed.
The Kurds are a distinct Middle Eastern ethnic group with their own language; most are Sunni Muslims. Kurdish nationalist sentiments
developed in the late 19th and early 20th century. The Treaty of Sevres concluded by the Allies following World War I promised the Kurds
an area of “local autonomy” which never materialized. In result, there are significant Kurdish minorities in southeastern Turkey, Iraq, Iran
and Syria.
Turkey’s emphatic focus on Turkish identity has helped fuel the growth of nationalist groups (of which there are many; some have used
violent tactics, while others are purely political). The Kurds, who are not Turkish, found themselves, their language and their culture marginalized or forcefully suppressed following Turkey’s establishment in 1924. As the largest minority in Turkey, they also posed a potentially serious threat to the state’s stability.
Like other groups founded in the 1970s, and as its name (the worker’s party) suggests, the PKK first viewed national liberation through a
socialist lens. In its early vision, a wholesale revolution would bring about a more equal society in which all of the state’s citizens would be
recognized. Although the degree to which the PKK genuinely left their communist sentiments behind has been questioned, their focus by
the 1980s had narrowed to national liberation and the establishment of an independent, democratic Kurdistan.
The group did not engage in any violent activities until 1984, when they began guerrilla activities that included kidnapping foreign tourists and attacking Turkish interests in Turkey and Europe. It has been claimed that up to 37,000 lives have been lost as a result.
The PKK has been designated a terrorist group by Turkey, the United States, and the European Union. In September, 2006, Iraq added
its name to the list, and appointed a special coordinator to combat the PKK, which became especially active in Kurdish northern Iraq following the toppling of the Hussein regime.

Sources: http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/para/pkk.htm
http://www.fas.org/irp/world/para/pkk.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PKK

Alexandra Boulat (French, 1962-2007)

Photograph Courtesy VII/Jerome Delay/Associated Press

Alexandra was born in Paris, France, and passed away last October after suffering a brain aneurism while on assignment in Israel.
She was originally trained in graphic art and art history at the Beaux Arts in Paris. She was represented by Sipa Press for 10 years
until 2000. In 2001, she co-founded the VII photo agency. Her news and features stories have been published in many international magazines, including Time, Newsweek, National Geographic Magazine and Paris-Match. She is the recipient of many
International awards, including Best Women Photographer, Bevento Oscars, Italy 2006, Overseas Press Club 2003 – Afghanistan.
Alexandra covered news, conflicts and social issues as well as produced extensive reportages on countries and people. Amongst her
many varied assignments, she has reported on the wars in the former Yugoslavia, the Israeli and Palestinian conflict, the war in
Iraq, Afghanistan at the fall of the Taliban, and the Women condition in the Islamic world.
“Dispatches from the Frontlines” is dedicated to Alexandra Boulat and is a tribute to her vision and fierce spirit, from her colleagues and women photojournalists she has inspired throughout her career all around the world.

Women on War
Women are playing a major role in the once virtually all-male preserve of battlefield reporting. Does
their gender make a difference in their coverage?
By Sherry Ricchiardi
Nobody noticed the red-haired woman slip onto the bus in Belgrade and blend in with the mothers and crying babies.
The tools of her trade – a computer and satellite telex – were packed away with cartons of Marl-boros and an extra pair
of knickers.
The woman carried an Irish passport and one more essential item – a brightly colored flowered dress. She’d learned
from experience that in a war zone, a touch of femininity could mean the difference between life and death.
Traffic thinned as the bus rambled across the Serbian border toward the killing fields of neighboring Bosnia. At one
military checkpoint, the woman watched as a carload of foreign journalists, all men, was pulled over and searched. The
passengers were interrogated at gunpoint then ordered to turn back.
The woman sighed with relief. Once again she had man-aged to slip past the “hack pack,” as she calls war correspondents who travel in herds. She was headed for the forbidden back roads of Bosnia, where rape and torture have
become routine, and where the outlaws, some labeled war criminals by U.S. State Department officials, make the rules.
Avoiding the pack – instead, cramming into a bus with the locals and “boxes of suffocating chickens,” as she describes
it, and entering the heart of Serbian-occupied territory – is part of Maggie O’Kane’s reporting strategy. The reporter for
the Guardian in London says it’s based on a simple notion: “I am a woman. Nobody pays attention to me.”
In greater numbers than ever, women journalists are flocking to the world’s war zones – in the Balkans, Azerbaijan,
Somalia and, not too long ago, the Persian Gulf. In Bosnia, where the brutality and anarchy of the war make reporting
sometimes extremely dangerous, the risks women and men are taking to send stories home are especially high.
Large numbers of women covering war is a relatively new phenomenon. During the past century, only a handful of
women made it to the battlefields of World War I and II, Korea and Vietnam.
Like their predecessors, contemporary women reporters say that even today they have to fight the sexism of their male
colleagues. But adding more women to the mix is slowly breaking down a number of stereotypes long held by many
reporters and editors. Some men acknowledge, for example, that women hold up as well as men under fire. Rather
than being a disadvantage, women in Bosnia say being female has sometimes proved to be a plus in gaining access and
information, or providing cover as in O’Kane’s bus ride. Others believe that more women in the newsroom, where the
news agenda is set, also contribute to a more humanistic approach to the way war is covered.
More debatable, however, is the notion that women report and write about war differently than men. Some reporters
and editors say women’s coverage adds a human dimension not always found in the more typical war reporting of body
counts and troop maneuvers. Women reporting from the Balkans who were interviewed for this article feel their coverage often delves more deeply than that of their male counterparts into the human toll of the Balkan war – into the
psyches of children in Sarajevo who witnessed parents blown apart by mortar blasts, or the tortured minds of women
who had been held captive and gang-raped.
Not everyone, however, thinks the distinctions are so clear cut. Don Fry, a former associate with the Poynter Institute
for Media Studies who has researched the impact of gender on reporting and writing, believes it’s sexist to say that men
and women write differently. “It’s easy to equate men’s writing with hard news and women’s with features,” he explains.

But Joseph Cvitkovic, a Pittsburgh psychologist who has researched masculine and feminine traits, says that cultural
expectations of men and women, learned throughout life, could have an impact on reporting styles. “The male journalist could feel compelled to suppress feelings and emotions in a war zone,” Cvitkovic says. “He might not focus as much
on human interest stories out of concern that he would be typecast as too soft or too feminine.
“By contrast, the female journalist may react to her natural inclination to be more in touch with feelings and select a
more emotional type of story because she has been permitted, even encouraged, to do so throughout her development.”
O’Kane agrees. “Of course, some of our male colleagues are exceptions,” she says. “There’s Roy Gutman [of Newsday]
and others who have done a splendid job of covering how humanity is affected. But I feel, on the whole, that all of the
women routinely provide this kind of coverage. It’s what many of us do best.”
Gutman, who won a Pulitzer Prize for his Balkan coverage, calls Maggie O’Kane “the ultimate war feature reporter –
one of the best.” Last year, O’Kane was named “Journalist of the Year” in England – an award equivalent to America’s
Pulitzer Prize. The judges called her “a brave journalist who has run enormous risks” to report her highly personal accounts of human rights violations in the region.
Other women who have covered the war include Sylvia Poggioli of National Public Radio; CNN’s Christiane Amanpour and Jackie Shymanski; Janine di Giovanni with London’s Sunday Times; the AP’s Maude Beelman; Carol Williams of the Los Angeles Times; Penny Marshall of Britain’s Independent Television News; Judy Dempsey of London’s
Financial Times; and freelancer Anna Husarska.
Female journalists may be covering wars in record numbers simply because there are more of them. In addition, editors are beginning to give women equal consideration for top-notch, tough assignments.
O’Kane believes there wouldn’t be many female war correspondents if they waited around newsrooms for the assignment. She worked as a freelancer mainly for the Irish Times and sent herself to cover the Persian Gulf War in 1991.
“I would bet that most of the newspaper women in Bosnia initially were freelance,” O’Kane says. “Women have to get
themselves out there and prove they can do it.”
Di Giovanni, an American who covers the Bosnian war for London’s Sunday Times, says that despite experience in
the West Bank and Nicaragua, she had to lobby hard for the Balkan assignment. The paper sent her, she says, largely
due to the support of its two top editors, Andrew Neil and Susan Douglas. “At first, I met a lot of resistance from male
editors,” says di Giovanni, who wrote a book about the West Bank titled, “Against the Stranger: Lives in Occupied Territories.” “But Neil stood by me throughout. He was the first one to get the wheels turning. Susan argued that I would
cover a more human side of the war.”
Penny Marshall of Independent Television News told a wire service reporter it was the initiative of two women editors
that led her to investigate the abominable living conditions in Serb-run detention camps at Omarska and Trnopolje
in Bosnia. Her pictures of terrified, bone-thin prisoners – most of them Muslims – stunned the world and resulted in
some of the camps being closed.
Even then, Marshall says, she realized there was a gap in her coverage. She saw women in the detention camps but it
never occurred to her that they might have a story of their own to tell: mass rape by their Serbian captors. In an interview with the news service, Marshall said, “It didn’t strike me that the women’s story was as urgent as the men’s.” The
issue of mass rape finally did receive prominent international coverage, Marshall says, “mostly because female reporters
were there to respond once the story surfaced.” She said the episode changed her own approach to reporting.
Editors who work with male and female journalists covering the Balkan war tend to identify qualities such as sensitivity and compassion – not gender – as key factors in the kinds of stories reporters bring home.
CNN’s Christiane Amanpour has reported from many of the world’s battle zones and her dark blue flak jacket has become familiar to American television viewers. “Christiane has a real flair for reporting emotional impact and emotional

drama, but that’s not to say a man couldn’t do it,” says Eason Jordan, senior vice president of international news at
CNN. “It’s too broad a generalization to say that women report one way and men another. But I would say that particularly from the Balkan region, women certainly have done exceptional work on reporting the human drama.”
Alvin Shuster, foreign editor for the Los Angeles Times, also sees little difference in the way men and women cover
war. “Carol Williams is a very sensitive, very talented correspondent who gives us all dimensions,” he says. “In Somalia,
Mark Fineman cast the same sort of eye on that situation – compassion mixed with analysis mixed with tragedy.”
Cvitkovic thinks the distinctions between men and women reporters are subtle. “Great reporters are likely to have an
integrated style that blends masculine and feminine qualities,” he says. “The stereotype of men focusing on the Popular
Mechanics of war, and women focusing on emotional issues that might appear in Woman’s Day reflects a narrow view
and misunderstanding of those traits which impact a writer’s interest and style.”
Don Fry believes men and women approach war reporting differently. “In a war zone, I would expect women to move
away from stories about bang-bang and opposing forces and battle lines, that is, the politics of war,” says Fry. “They
might write about effects of the war on daily life, on families, on women. Life in a refugee camp is just as interesting as
life in a foxhole.”
Di Giovanni agrees. “I know this may be sexist, but I do think women report war differently,” she says. “I don’t know
anything about weapons. Macho male journalists sit around talking about 62mm mortars and AK-47s and Kalashnikovs. I’ve heard some of the guys say that war is a high – that it is even better than sex.”
That doesn’t impress di Giovanni. “I am at my best writing about human suffering. I’m interested in how people live,
how they cope, how they survive the war,” she says. “I do get emotional about a story. It makes me a better writer.”
The fact that female journalists are more willing to forsake the traditional roles of wife, girlfriend and mother for a
year of living dangerously could also affect their reporting, according to Cvitkovic. “The woman who chooses to be a
war reporter is clearly moving out of a traditional female role,” he says. In fact, Cvitkovic speculates, “she may actually
have greater similarity to her male colleagues than to other women in more traditional roles. These similarities might
include the willingness to risk life and limb to expose human injustice under the most tragic circumstances.”
Corrine Dufka, an American photographer for Reuters based in Bosnia, says she is compelled by the human angle. “I
have a commitment to photojournalism and to gain international awareness of the suffering in this war,” says Dufka,
who covered the civil war in El Salvador for six years. “I feel it is my responsibility to work for change. If I was forced to
do sports assignments, I would go back to being a social worker, which was my first profession.”
Dufka doesn’t feel gender makes much difference in the final product. “It depends more on the personality, character
and sensitivity level than on being male or female,” she says. “My goal in covering this war is to reflect the human cost
and make it difficult for the world to ignore. Some male photographers also are doing an excellent job of that.”
Others also think the notion that gender alone makes a difference in reporting styles is misguided. “Roy Gutman wrote
human rights stories and almost no politics,” says Thom Shanker, who has covered the Balkan war for the Chicago Tribune. “Carol Williams has done very little combat but has produced some of the best political work of anybody in the
field.” CNN’s Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Peter Arnett, who has covered 17 wars during his 30-year career, agrees,
pointing to stories the New York Times’ Gloria Emerson wrote about Vietnamese ‘Hooch’ maids, local women hired
by GI’s to clean their quarters, do laundry and provide sexual favors. “But Liz Trotta, a member of the NBC staff, wrote
bang-bang like everyone else,” he says.
Julie McCarthy, European editor for National Public Radio, says the tenor of the newsroom, not gender, makes the
most difference as to whether stories center more on the human condition or on battlefield heroics. “At NPR, we set an
agenda that demands a more human approach to coverage in the Balkans,” she says. “We try to stay away from day-today bang-bang. That is a shared concept and a shared partnership for our reporters, male and female.”
Historically, there has been a rich but sparse “who’s who” of female war correspondents, from Dorothy Thompson, a

columnist who wrote about Nazi Germany for the New York Herald Tribune, to the New York Times’ Emerson in Vietnam. (See “The Women Who Paved the Way,” page 23.)
But even by the late 1960s, when women’s liberation was beginning to take hold in America, female war correspondents were a rarity.
Today, the stereotype of women under fire still tends to reflect outmoded perceptions: Women scare easily and quickly
become shell-shocked; women demand special treatment – better food, more comfortable sleeping quarters, private
bathroom facilities. But it’s a stereotype that’s beginning to break down.
“I have seen an amazing, total change in women and war reporting,” says Arnett. “In Vietnam, you could count the
number of women reporters on the fingers of one hand.” He says back then, some of the women prided themselves on
being as tough as men; they felt they had to be very masculine to succeed. “The women received sexist treatment from
the men, including myself, who believed they shouldn’t be there,” says Arnett. “They tended to be objects of ridicule or
sexual desire in Korea and Vietnam.”
At the Los Angeles Times, Alvin Shuster says the paper has more women on the foreign staff than it did 11 years ago
when he came there. “They’ve thrown themselves into the story much the way males did before them. In recent years
it has been the women who have been in the more dangerous places, such as the Middle East, Central America, the
Persian Gulf and the Balkans.”
In recent years, the Washington Post’s Caryle Murphy won a Pulitzer Prize for the stories she filed from Iraqi-occupied
Kuwait; the Post’s Molly Moore stormed Kuwait with U.S. Marines and wrote about her experiences in a book titled, “A
Woman at War.” Kate Adie of the BBC earned the title “generalissima” for her Persian Gulf War coverage.
But the gulf war was neatly packaged for journalists, with press pools, briefings and carefully planned access that allowed some reporters, like Moore, into the military’s inner circle. There are no such niceties in the Balkans.
In this war, reporters must maneuver among three heavily armed factions, the Serbs, Bosnian Muslims and Croats, in
the bloodiest European conflict since the Nazi era. According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, 38 journalists
have been killed there and dozens more wounded, making it one of the deadliest assignments of modern times.
Corrine Dufka, the Reuters photographer, sustained internal injuries and facial cuts when the armored Land Rover she
was riding in hit a land mine in 1993. “There was nothing left of the vehicle. One of the other passengers broke both
his legs; a third man also was wounded. We all would have been dead if we had been in a soft-skin [an unarmored
vehicle],” Dufka says. She has since returned to Bosnia.
Despite their track records, many female journalists say they still have to pass a series of male-prescribed rites of passage. “At first, the men were suspicious of me,” says di Giovanni. “They had to see how I would behave under fire. Once
they saw I was strong and stayed calm, it was OK. But, I felt I always had to prove myself and the strain of that is very
great. I know a lot of women who feel that way.”
In one of her articles, di Giovanni quoted Patrick Bishop, a foreign correspondent for the London Daily Telegraph, on
his battlefield observations: “Women behave with much more dignity under fire than men. They just get on with it.”
During the Iran-Iraq war in 1987, he recalled, “I was explaining the difference between outgoing and incoming fire [to
a woman reporter] when an incoming landed about 50 yards away. I was terrified and threw myself headlong onto the
ground. When I looked up, she was standing there looking at me with pitying bemusement.”
Frontline gossip, di Giovanni says, also can add to the strain of being one of a few women to gain entry to the inner
sanctum of what still remains a mostly all-male club. Some have been targets of rumors alleging that female journalists exchange sexual favors with military commanders or soldiers in the trenches for exclusive information or access.
“I spend hours with Bosnian commanders drinking coffee and talking in order to gain information, and suddenly I am

accused of having affairs with them by the hack-pack boys. Men are notorious gossips,” says di Giovanni. “If a woman
gets special access to an area or a special story, they begin sniping and saying we are using sex. Some female journalists
are reluctant to talk about this kind of sexism because, in the end, we have to work with these guys. We put ourselves
out on a limb. It’s very tricky.”
It appears, however, that men are becoming more accepting. “When you’re looking over the crowd at breakfast and trying to figure out who you’re going to load into the car with you that day, you pick the most solid colleagues,” says Thom
Shanker. “Gender doesn’t enter into it.”
Top-notch women in the forefront of coverage in the Balkans, a war entering its third year, tell another story about the
role gender plays: Once they make it to the battlefront, being female can be an advantage. For one thing, women don’t
tend to arouse as much suspicion as male journalists, and some admit to using the “bimbo” cover to gain information
from commanders.
“The Serbs would always haul the male reporters off for all sorts of grillings. But they would ignore me,” says O’Kane.
She has hitched rides with troops on their way to bloody stand-offs in places like Gorazde, a city O’Kane dubbed “the
silent Sarajevo,” hidden from the world until she stole past Serb gunners and crossed a mined bridge to report another
untold story.
At one point, she was stopped on her way to the besieged Muslim town of Srebrenica, accused of being a spy and held
for a day at a Serbian command center for interrogation. In a story for the Guardian, she reproduced some of the dialogue: “More coffee?” asked the Serbian major. “Now who sent you here? Have you been sent by a foreign power? What
instructions were you given?” Then, noted O’Kane, a thick military bean soup arrived on a tray.
“To the soldiers, I was just a pain in the ass; a funny red-haired creature; a dumb female. They didn’t find me a threat,”
says O’Kane. “If they think I’m a bimbo, that’s just fine. They become less guarded and give me better quotes.”
Corrine Dufka believes a woman with a camera in a burned out village or POW camp is not as threatening as a male
photojournalist. “The men in this region of the world often don’t take women seriously and that can be an advantage,”
Dufka says. “It can provide much greater access.”
Psychologist Joseph Cvitkovic says this reaction is not surprising. “When women show up in a war zone in Bosnia, the
military could be caught off guard,” he says. “We’re talking about perceptions, and cultural and sociological mind-sets.
These men have been conditioned to view women as nonthreatening and powerless, and that certainly could be an
advantage to a female reporter in gaining access to information.”
In the summer of 1992, O’Kane boarded a bus in Serbia and headed for the Bosnian town of Foca, 60 miles southeast
of Sarajevo, which had fallen into Serb hands after a nine-day battle. She joined locals who had fled the fighting and
were returning home. The town was sealed off to journalists.
“The road into Foca wound through the mountains and soldiers demanded passes at almost every turn,” she says. “But
somehow, I made it through. When I reached Foca, Serb soldiers spotted me immediately and freaked out. They took
me to their chief who was very suspicious and very angry. He demanded to know how I got there. I told him I came by
bus.
“He told me the town was under military control and ordered me to leave. I said, ‘Well how am I supposed to do that?
The bus is gone. I have no transportation. I can’t leave.’ So he ordered a police car for me.”
The trip out, O’Kane says, turned out to be a reporter’s bonanza. “We ended up on the outskirts of Gorazde, another
city under attack, where thousands of people were trapped,” the reporter recalls.
“I had just heard on my shortwave radio via the BBC that the Serbs and Muslims had signed a peace agreement in Geneva, and here I was, sitting on a hill with Serb soldiers, watching them shell the city in blatant violation. They even let
me look through the gun scopes. When I asked them about it, the gunners shrugged and said, ‘That’s the Geneva peace

deal. Not ours.’ Once again I had amazing access. I believe I was the only journalist there that day.”
How difficult is it for a woman to travel alone? “Whether you are male or female, when you first turn up on the frontlines, you’re perceived as an oddity,” says O’Kane. “The fact that you’re a woman makes you seem even odder. So the
soldiers deliver you to their commander, and in a sense, you become his property.
“I remember an incident with one commander who was very charming but had the typical macho attitude. He saw me
as his plaything, so I decided to play with him. I asked if I could go to Gorazde, a town nearby that was being pounded
by artillery every day. The press was being kept out, but he actually provided an escort.
“His soldiers looked at me like I was the commander’s chick. They were very cooperative. I got into Gorazde when no
other reporter did. Once the commander puts his stamp on you, so to speak, you are protected. At least that’s how it
works most of the time.”
Cvitkovic says machismo can be a big factor in areas such as Bosnia. “A macho commander...would be looking at the
reporter as a sexual object, and by virtue of that, be more likely to boast with great bravado about all the big guns, ammunition and power he has,” he says. “If she smiles and seems impressed, she’s likely to gain even more information.”
And, for O’Kane, there is always the flowered dress.
“If I’m walking down a road on the front and a sniper spots me,” she says, “he’s more likely to shoot if I’m wearing
khaki or look in any way like a combatant.
“But if someone slightly suspicious is walking down the road in a war zone wearing a pretty flowered dress, a sniper is
more likely to pause for a few seconds before pulling the trigger. He’s more likely to check it out. It’s worked so far.”
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