Go Teachers!

Notes on Go Girl! books by Nancy Mortimer

Go Girl! is a brand new series of fiction books that young independent readers will delight in.

Each title deals with situations that girls of this reading age are facing in their lives. These books have
simple, relevant stories about characters experiencing and exploring new

situations.

While readers are absorbed by these engrossing stories, the books are also a model for how to handle
new situations and difficult people, as well as consider their options and behaviour.

The books give young girls a presence and an independence to know what to expect in the new and
exciting environments they are constantly facing. They will help empower young girls to have the
confidence and ability to handle life’s ups and downs with gusto.

The Go Girl! books are about normal girls taking control or being able to choose their path of action in
different life situations. Many strategies are presented and there are lessons to be learned within the
framework of enjoyable stories.

The catchy title of the series and individual books, as well as the play on words and light humour of
the text, will mean that girls will read them with great enthusiasm and enjoyment. These books also
give girls plenty to think about and do after reading.

Having read one title, girls will want to meet all the other Go Girls! girls and will be eager to read the
next book in the series to find out what confronts girls like them and how they acquit themselves.

Ash Oswald has illustrated the Go Girl! titles with modern, cartoon-like drawings that are particularly
appealing to the age group. These illustrations add interest and bind the four books together with a
strong visual style.

There are currently four titles in the series, with more to come in August 2005.
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| How did onwa feel about sleeping over at ching ching’s house?
Why? How do you know thig?

2. Wnat did the butcher 3y that 80 embarrassed Olivia? What made him
s3y it? How does Mrs Adams handie the butcher’s comments? Describe
the game the family plays in this situation.

3. How did Ching ching’s brother, Daniel, behave towards Olivia?

4 Did Olivia enjoy her sleep-over at her friend’s place?

Tak
About!
* Family
* Miginterpreting people’s behaviour
* Having mixed emotions or feelings
* Ways of coping with difficult new situations
* What friends do

when they are togetner

Activities!
¥ Jot down the things that went wrong when 0livia went o
ching Ching’s houge. What were the positive aspects of the
sleep- over?
* Deseribe the differences between ching ching’s house and
family and Olivia's house and family.
* D0 @ brief charecter study of Olivig, deseribing what gne is like as
a8 person.

#2 The Worst Gymnast G o
I How does Gemma feel about Gym?

Questiong' ';;
Gl
2. Who i8 Michael? Wnat is he like?

3. What made Gemma think she was qoing 10 be kicked off the team?

4 What are the members of Gemma'’s team like? Does she get along with them?

5. Why did Michael yell at Gemma?

b Gemma feels that talking about her problems makes her feel betfer. Who do you talk
fhings over with? Does it help you to tak about things?

1 What makes Gemma think ghe is the worst gymnast in the team? when did sne feel
that everything had changed?

Tak
About!
¥ Being part of 3 team
* Feelings
* When you think fhings are unfair
* When you don’t understand someone
¥ What it takes o be good at
something

Activities!

* From fhe story, find and tak about instances where girls in fhe
team gnow coneern for each other

¥ List some other activites associdted with gymmsﬁas

¥ Deseribe Gemma’s relationship with her coach Michael

¥ Deseribe the state findls

* relate how Gemma went from feeling like the worst gymnast ever
o winning a frophy in the state finals. How was Gemma able 10
achieve thig?
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