
Writing to you from Nairobi, Kenya September 2011 

Facts in Focus 
The Swahili Language 

 

• Is a Bantu Language 

unrelated to any Euro-

pean language 

• Has sixteen noun-

classes: six that usually 

indicate singular nouns, 

five that usually indicate 

plural nouns, a class for 

abstract nouns, a class 

for verbal infinitives 

used as nouns, and 

three classes to indicate 

location 

• Spoken by over 100 

million people, and the 

native language of over 

5 million 

• One of the national or 

official languages of 

Tanzania, Kenya, 

Uganda, and the De-

mocratic Republic of 

Congo 

• Uses many borrowed 

words from Arabic and 

English 

• Often merges and inter-

changes the consonants 

L and R 

• No diphthongs, each 

vowel is pronounced 

separately, rendering 

the name “Shauen” vir-

tually unpronounceable  

• Every full consonant 

(not nasalized) requires 

a following vowel to be 

a syllable—rendering 

the name “Trump” virtu-

ally unpronounceable  

FIELD  NOTES 

THE NEW SLETTER OF SHAUEN & KRISTA TRUMP 

The Evangelical Lu-
theran Church in 
Kenya (ELCK)  was 
established over sixty 
years ago by the 
Swedish Lutheran Mis-
sion. Since then they 
have been joined in 
mission by six addi-
tional partners includ-
ing the LCMS! 

Every few years the 
ELCK calls all of its 
partners together for a 
Partner’s Consultation. 
As an autonomous and 
fairly mature church body, the ELCK uses the consultation to share about opportunities and 
challenges facing the church. Likewise, each partner shares about their activities in Kenya. 
Here’s a summary of what the LCMS does in Kenya through official channels: 

LCMS World Mission (focuses on church planting, evangelism, and theological education):  

• One career missionary, Shauen, serves in Kenya but is shared with Tanzania.  

• Two GEO missionaries, the Dooms, are sent through LCMS World Mission 

• Three personnel requests are in the works to bring professors to the ELCK Seminary.  

• 150 to 200 short term volunteers come to Kenya each year for mission trips including  
eyeglass clinics, Vacation Bible Schools, Dental Camps, Agricultural Training, and more. 

• Projects this year include Seminary Scholarships at the ELCK Seminary, Mission Train-
ing Centers, Church Planting Activities, Support for a Pastor’s Conference, Chapel 
Roofs, and Outreach programs. 

 
LCMS World Relief and Human Care (focuses on relief, development, and social ministry): 

• One GEO missionary, Megan Dooms, provides administrative assistance for LCMS 
WRHC projects like 1001 Orphans. 

• One GEO missionary, Tim Dooms, serves as a teacher in an informal school in Kisumu 
and will teach at a Project24 Orphanage next term. 

• 10 to 20 short term volunteers come to Kenya each year for medical mercy trips, fo-
cused on serving a developing Lutheran hospital. 

• Projects this year include Support for a Pastor’s Conference, Well Drilling for Rescue 
Centers and the Seminary, 1001 Orphans Child-Sponsorship Program, Project24 Res-
cue Center Construction, Hunger Relief Assistance, Deaconess Training, Deaconess 
Micro-Loan Project, and Facilitation of a Model Rescue Center.  

 
LCMS Recognized Service Organizations and Others: 

• Swahili Hymnal Project supported by Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN 

• Evangelism and Outreach supported by Lutheran Media Ministry Kenya (LLL) 

• Pastoral Training supported by Pastoral Leadership Institute—International 

ELCK Partner’s Consultation 

ELCK Leadership and Representatives of its Mission Partners 



Shauen has finally been able to dip his 
toes back into Swahili lessons with a 
wonderful language tutor, Ruth, who 
came to our gate one 
day out of the blue. 
They do two hours of 
language work every 
weekday he’s in Nai-
robi. Language study 
is for more than just 
language acquisition. 
It’s a tool through 
which we learn about 
culture.  

For example, in Swa-
hili the word to marry 
is different depending 
on if you’re referring to the man or the 
woman. The man always marries -  the 
active voice. The woman always is mar-
ried - passive voice.  

Shauen is also learning about the differ-
ences between Kenya and Tanzania. In 
Tanzania the Swahili is very proper and 
the full language is used. In Kenya a 
more simplified version is used—
although they understand the Tanzanian 
Swahili. In Tanzania, if you want to get by 
someone or get their attention you say, 
samahani which roughly means excuse 
me. But Shauen has found that no one 
responds to this in Kenya! You know 
there’s a good explanation when your 
language instructor laughs at your ques-
tion. According to Ruth, he’s making the 
Kenyans nervous because samahani is 
part of proper Swahili and they’re embar-
rassed that this white man speaks better 

Swahili than they do! Now who knows if 
this is an accurate explanation, but it did 
bring a chuckle. If only they knew! 

Shauen learns about 
American culture too! 
In one exercise 
Shauen had to explain 
what Thanksgiving is 
and how it is cele-
brated. First, under-
stand that the Swahili 
word for “turkey” is 
literally “duck bee-
hive”. Things got inter-
esting when Shauen 
tried to explain his 
favorite dish: green-

bean casserole. “First, you buy a can of 
green beans.” “You don’t have fresh 
green beans?” “No, we have fresh green 
beans in the same store.” “Are they very, 
very expensive?” “No, I think they’re 
cheaper than the canned ones.” “Are they 
bad?” “No, the fresh ones are better but 
the casserole uses canned green beans.” 
“Oh.” “Okay, then you buy a can of french 
fried onions.” “You don’t have fresh on-
ions at the store?” “No, we have fresh 
onions.” “Oh.” “But these are deep-fried.” 
“Oh.” “Okay, then you buy a can of cream 
of mushroom soup…” But that was noth-
ing compared to the description of the 
various ways to make pumpkin pie which 
culminated in the explanation, “I don’t 
know. I think the company that makes 
pumpkin pie filling in the can has very 
good advertising.” Frankly, our Thanks-
giving is just very American.  

Swahili Continues 

Contact Info 

Shauen & Krista Trump 

PO Box 22 

Karen  00502, Kenya 

 

Shauen.Trump@LCMS.org 

Krista.Trump@LCMS.org 

 

Visit us online:  TheTrumps.org 
 

To support our work financially,  

you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support 

PO Box 790089 / St. Louis, MO 63179-0089  

Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission  

and mark the memo line “Trump-East Africa.” 

OR 

Give securely online at http://LCMS.org/trump 

Prayer Requests 

• For a successful visit for a 

new Congregation Connect 

Partner, New Hope of 

Mooresville, NC 

• That the ELCK continue to 

grow and flourish as a church 

• That we are able to have a 

recognizable and excellent 

Thanksgiving celebration 

In Praise  

• For Ruth, Shauen’s Swahili 

teacher 

• For Krista’s good health and 

the health of Baby Trump as 

he prepares for life outside 

the womb 

• For the Bible Study Krista 

recently began attending 

A Note from Josiah (21 months) 

Shauen Reads & Translates a Children’s Book 


