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Writing to you from Nairobi, Kenya

January 2012

Photos in Focus
The Trump Boys

On January 9th, 2011 we arrived in Kenya.
We enjoyed only a brief 5-week overlap
with our predeces-
sors and then had
the field to our-
selves, inheriting a
long history and a
stable organization.
Within months, it
seemed, it all fell
apart. Single lines in
our “Field Office
Handover Notes”
exploded into huge
issues. “Explore
registration under
Societies Act”
gained new mean-
ing when our registration with Kenya’s Non
-Government Organization (NGO) Board
was revoked without explanation. “Be
aware of outstanding tax issues from
2007—no news in recent years” seemed
innocuous enough until we received a de-
mand from the Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA, the IRS equivalent) for over US
$178,000 owed in back-taxes, penalties,
and interest from that 2007 audit.

Over the months, heavily reliant on advice
from local specialists, consultations with
the KRA, and visits with accountants and
tax advisors, our new path has become
clear. Basically, we've been operating un-
der a less-than-ideal registration! We need
to close up shop under our NGO and Non-
profit business registrations and open a
“new” organization under Kenya’s Socie-
ties Act which is specifically designed for
churches, missions, and the like. It would
have been done years ago except it is
notoriously difficult to register under the
Societies Act and for several years no cer-
tificates of registration were awarded at all!

Late in 2011 we received our certificate of
registration as a Society. Then we had to
make the switch to operating under that

Same Sign, Same Mission, New Registration

One Year Later—A New Beginning

registration. It's a new beginning and an
opportunity to ensure everything we do
follows the letter of

"4 Kenyan law. First,

new bank accounts.
" Next, Shauen gets to
enroll in the Kenyan
National Social Secu-
rity Fund (maximum
& monthly contribution
is $4) and the Ken-
yan National Hospital
Insurance Fund (a
pseudo health insur-
ance program that
covers a limited sub-
set of hospital in-
patient treatment at a
limited number of hospitals). Both are re-
quired by law for all persons employed in
Kenya.
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Shauen ran a new documented calculation
for his Kenyan Income Tax payment— he
is taxed at 30% on his Field Pay and the
value of all “benefits” provided to him by
the mission including our portion of those
shared with the office: housing, electricity,
water, security, phone airtime, garbage
collection, internet access, and even the
income tax payment itself!

Then we started work on bringing the mis-
sion into compliance with the Labor Laws
of Kenya. New employee contracts, new
policies, and even a “contract” for Shauen!

Add some accounting software which we
already desperately needed for our short-
term team billing and a scheduled audit
this spring and we should be in good
shape. Once we’ve been audited and
turned in the results we can apply for Cus-
toms, Duty, and Tax exemptions which will
greatly ease our short-term teams in their
work. It's paperwork. But it's necessary.
Pray with us for patience and sharp scis-
sors to cut through the red tape!




Contact Info

Shauen & Krista Trump
PO Box 22
Karen 00502, Kenya

Shauen. Trump@LCMS.org
Krista. Trump@LCMS.org

Visit us online: TheTrumps.org

To support our work financially,
you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support
PO Box 790089 / St. Louis, MO 63179-0089
Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission
and mark the memo line “Trump-East Africa.”
OR
Give securely online at http://LCMS.org/trump
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Prayer Requests

For relief from the
administrative work
currently occupying much
of Shauen’s time

For Josiah to continue to
adapt well and sweetly to
being a big brother

That 2012 would be a year
of rapid development in
Shauen’s Swahili studies

In Praise
For our Mom’s visits
For the official paperwork
completed thus far and the
opportunity to put all things
in order

Our Family Visits Kenya

where rescued baby elephants are
brought from all across Kenya for nur-
et turing and eventual re-
introduction to the wild.
We took them to the Ka-
zuri Bead Factory which
% employs over 300 Ken-
_-vyans and sells beads and
4 jewelry around the world.
We went to our favorite
restaurants. We went on
safari at the Nairobi Na-
tional Park which is liter-
ally 3 miles from our front
door.

Living in East Africa is a privilege and
a joy. The country is stable. The cli-
mate is wonderful. Our ’
home can accommodate
guests. It's relatively
easy to fly here. English
is widely spoken. For our
family, visiting us—while
still costly—is definitely
do-able.

One week before Elijah
was born, Krista’s Mom
came to Kenya. She
stayed three weeks and
was a huge help to us in
those final days of preg-
nancy and first days of
the new baby. Then
Krista’'s Mom returned to the States
and four days later Shauen’s Mom
arrived and was able to
stay for a full month! oy
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With Shauen’s Mom we
Krista's Mom with Eljah o 2Ver More adven
drive to the coast of Kenya and spent
a few days at a resort while Shauen
did some work preparing
for a short-term team to
arrive in February. On
the way back we stopped
overnight at a lodge that
overlooks a watering hole
where herds of animals
and even a small pride of
lions came to drink—all
with Mt. Kilimanjaro in
the background.

_ “ We loved the visits. What

S " Wl a blessing for our boys to
o “‘ " have their grandmothers

Shauen’s Mom with Elijah  here! Thanks, Moms!

For both Moms, much of [
their time with us was |
simply time at home. But
we also enjoyed the op- |
portunity to show them
all the great touristy |
things we have just a few &
miles from our house.
We took them to the Gi-
raffe Center where you
can feed and pet gi-
raffes. We went to the
Elephant Orphanage

Preaching at the Arch-Cathedral

As Shauen discussed with Pastor Isaiah Obare
the possibility of baptizing our newborn at the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya’'s (ELCK)
downtown Nairobi congregation, Pastor Isaiah
invited Shauen to both baptize the newborn
child and preach in the English service on that
day. As it happened, Elijah was born on a
Thursday, a few days earlier than planned, and
there was no time to prepare a sermon for Sun-
day. So Shauen and Pastor Isaiah found an
opening a few weeks later. A few Sundays ago
Shauen preached at the ELCK's Arch-
Cathedral—the Archbishop’s congregation. The
text was from 1st Samuel 3 God’s Call to Sam-
uel. It was an honor and as always a privilege to
share God's Word with His people here in
Kenya.

Shauen Preaches at the
ELCK'’s Arch-Cathedral




