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Writing to you from Nairobi, Kenya

June 2012

Photos in Focus
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“Wow, You Get a Lot of Visitors”

The Visitor's Guestbook is a tradition in
East Africa. Every congregation seems to
have one—no matter how remote, every
school, every office... Practically every
time you sit down you’re signing a guest-
book. So when we arrived in Kenya one

of the first things we
bought for our home
was a guestbook. In g s |

the last 18 months g
we've had 131 lines
used in our guest-
book. Some came
for a meal, others
stayed a night or
two, others signed
on just one line for
their whole family or
group, and we in-
variably forgot to present our guest-
book—particularly to frequent visitors like
our immediate co-workers. When our
visitors look at our

guestbook, they of- P

ten say, “Wow, you 'S

get a lot of visitors.”

There is, of course, a
guestbook etiquette
as well. Guests sign
nicely and fill in all
the details (except
for one visitor who
signed our book
“Lady GaGa” - you
know who you are).
Government officials
who think they are
quite important generally sign across an
entire page in large handwriting (none of
those in our book yet). Guestbooks al-
ways have a “Comment” space where
visitors write their standard line—
Shauen’s line is “May God continue to
Bless His work in this place.”

Signing the Guestbook after Worship

Krista Explains the Menu for Tea

We love getting visitors. Krista takes ad-
vantage of the opportunity to try out new
recipes (frequent visitors teasingly ask
her, “Krista, is this a new recipe?”), we
appreciate the non-newsworthy news
from the States, and, of course, when
visitors offer to bring
us “a small package”
' from the States, we
never say no. This
month alone we had
visitors from Califor-
nia, Louisiana, Ne-
braska, Ohio, Wis-
consin, Minnesota,
North Dakota, and
Indiana.

We also frequently
entertain unexpected or last-minute
guests. One Sunday morning this month
our doorbell rang at 8:30—it was the
leader of an LCMS Medical Mercy Team
. s that arrived the night

| -  before asking what |

recommended  for
church since our
current  security
situation  prohibits
attendance at our
normal place. “No
g problem,” we said!
§ Come back in two
hours—let's  have
church here. A few
days later a team of
8 from the LCMS
North Dakota and
Minnesota Districts had an unexpected
opening in their schedule so we invited
them over to our house for brunch on
less than a day’s notice. “Visitors are a
blessing,” is commonly heard in East Af-
rica and we have to agree. There are
many, many more pages available in our
Guestbook. You are most welcome!




Contact Info

Shauen & Krista Trump
PO Box 22
Karen 00502, Kenya

Shauen.Trump@LCMS.org
Krista. Trump@LCMS.org

Visit us online: TheTrumps.org

To support our work financially,
you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support
PO Box 790089 / St. Louis, MO 63179-0089
Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission
and mark the memo line “Trump-East Africa.”
OR
Give securely online at http://LCMS.org/trump
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LCMS WORLD MISSION

The Global Gospel Outreach of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Prayer Requests

That our boys recover from their
first colds of the winter
For unity and fellowship in the
Lutheran Church Mission in
Uganda (LCMU)
That we find sub-tenants for the
ground floor of our office
For Resurrection Lutheran
Church—Cary, NC, who visit
Uganda in July
For our GEO volunteers Tim
and Megan Dooms as they start
to transition off the field

In Praise
For the LCMU Council of Elders
For Krista’s Bible Study Group
For all of our visitors, their
encouragement, support, and
friendship

An African Tradition Unifies the Church

The Lutheran Church Mission in Uganda
(LCMU) is a relatively young church body
established through the joint efforts of the
LCMS and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ghana (ELCG) about 20 years
ago. Today the LCMU has over 100 con-
gregations, about a dozen pastors, and a
multitude of partners from around the
world. The LCMU also holds a special
place in our hearts because we served in
Uganda for al-
most a year and
a half during our
vicarage
(internship).

Last year was a
difficult year for
the LCMU. Con-
flict abounded in
the months lead-
ing up to the
General Assem-
bly as the
church  transi-
tioned from lay
leadership  to
ordained lead-
ers. The church appeared to be strongly
polarized. The church’s registration with
the Ugandan government was up for re-
newal with the registration board taking a
keen interest in the renewal application.
Our LCMS missionary there retired from
the Africa field. As the dust settled from
the elections and transitions, the church
slowly began to emerge unified under
their new president but factions still held
considerable sway.

LCMU Board of Directors & Council of Elders

Under the guidance and direction of the
Bishop of the ELCG, a traditional advisory
board was recommended: a Council of
Elders. The Council functions in much the
same way that traditional elders function
in rural African settings: advising, inter-
ceding in conflicts, and providing counsel
out of a hard-earned wisdom. The Council
gives voice to former presidents of the
LCMU, church presidents from other con-

= W= servative African
Lutheran
24 churches, cur-
rent leaders of
the LCMU,
~ church  mem-
bers, and the
| LCMS.

il Shauen  was
privileged to be
invited to return
to Uganda for
the first time in 2
[l years with his
| boss, Dr. Mi-

chael Rodewald,

to be a part of
the establishment of the LCMU’s Council
of Elders. It was a joy to be back in this
place so dear to his heart and an even
greater joy to see this traditional African
custom introduced for the support and
encouragement of the church. Praise the
Lord for the wisdom and discernment He
gives to our Elders and their opportunity
to counsel His new leaders in the LCMU.
Pray with us for the church in Uganda and
their advisors!

Krista’s Baby Bible Study Group

Krista hosts Baby Bible Study at our home every week




