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Summer Interns Kelly and AlyssaPhotos in Focus
“I  want  to  come to  Kenya!”  was
Kelly's  eager  reply  after  Shauen
spoke  at  Concordia  University  -
Seward's  morning  chapel.
“Alright!”  was  Shauen's  enthusi-
astic  response.  Kelly  is  a  pre-
deaconess  student  at  Concordia
with  a  free  summer,  a  heart  for
God's people, and a desire to ex-
pand  her  understanding  of  how
God works in a place like Kenya. 

Shauen made
some  calls,
set  things  in
motion on the
Kenya  side,
and  started
the process of
arranging  for
our  first  ever
summer  in-
terns.  Kelly,
m e a n w h i l e
had  to  find  a
friend to come with her and found
an excited and more-than willing
partner in Alyssa, a fellow student
in the pre-social work program.  

Kelly and Alyssa arrived in Kenya
at  the  end  of  May  and  jumped
right in, joining a short-term team
staying  in  a  rural  village  doing
door-to-door and film evangelism.
After  the  briefest  of  orientations,
the girls headed north for their first
of  three  two-week  home-stays.
They  started  with  a  Pastor  and
Deaconess  working  right  on  the
Ethiopian border.  The slow pace
of life in this setting served as an
excellent break with American cul-
ture  and  an  introduction  to
Kenyan culture, with plenty of time
to visit, watch, observe, and “rest.”

After  returning  to  Nairobi  for  a
brief  respite with our family (run-
ning  water,  a  washing  machine,
internet  access,  and  hot-water
showers instead of bucket-baths),
Kelly  and  Alyssa  set  off  for  the
pastoralist Pokot community in the
northwest,  spending  time  with  a
fellow missionary family and sev-
eral  deaconesses  and  joining  a
short-term eyeglass clinic team. 

From  Pokot,
they  traveled
to  Kisumu
where  they
spent  each
day  in  a  dif-
ferent  parish,
in  both urban
and rural set-
tings.  With
English  more
w i d e l y
spoken  in

urban areas and with a concentra-
tion of Deaconesses in this part of
Kenya, they enjoyed being able to
communicate  with  ease  and  see
a variety of ministries. By the end
of  their  time  in  Kenya,  the  girls
had learned about far more than
ministry – they could fetch water,
wash clothes by hand, and make
the staple food ugali. 

What  a  summer!  This  internship
was  made  possible  because  of
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church
in  Kenya's  willingness to provide
this  service  to  The  Lutheran
Church—Missouri  Synod.  While
Kelly and Alyssa benefited, so did
the  local  church and  so  did  we!
Thank  you,  Kelly  and  Alyssa  for
your good work! 

Alyssa, Kelly, and the Trumps



Bishop Emmanuel Makala's Consecration
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If  you  don't  follow  Shauen  on
Facebook,  you  may  not  yet  be
aware  that  we're  expecting  our
third child. Josiah was convinced
that Baby Trump would be a little
sister.  To  the  doctor,  the  nurse,
Krista,  and  Shauen,  however,  it
was clear  on the ultrasound that
Baby  Trump  is  a  little  boy.  So
sometime around  November  10th

we'll be welcoming our 3rd boy to
life  outside  the  womb.  Sorry,
Josiah. 

Everything  looks  good.  Krista  is
healthy  and  so  is  Baby.  Poor
Krista  commented  to  the  doctor
during a prenatal visit, “I just feel
so much more tired than with the
other two pregnancies!” To which

the  doctor  replied,  “...  Um,  you
have two boys under the age of
four  and you're pregnant.”  Right.
So just get used to it. 

For this pregnancy we've decided
to  pursue  a  birth  and
documentation experience that's a
little  less  anxiety-inducing  than
what we've come to expect here
in  Africa.  We'll  fly  to  the  United
States in October, have the baby,
and return to Kenya at the end of
December.   We'll  stay  close  to
family  and  close  to  the  hospital
and  enjoy  applying  for  and
receiving  the  birth  certificate,
passport, and social security card
by  mail!  Thank  you  for  your
prayers for our growing family!

Prayer Requests

• For continued good health for 
Krista and Baby Trump 

• For all our staff as we wrap up 
a very busy season of teams 
and start the new fiscal year

In Praise 
• For God's blessing in children

• For a good experience for our 
summer interns Kelly & Alyssa

• For finally receiving a waiver 
of all outstanding penalties 
and interest on a back-tax 
issue our Field Office has 
been struggling with since 
2007

• For the joyous consecration of 
Bishop Emmanuel Makala

“This is because of LCMS,” Bish-
ops Makala and Gulle told us. For
years,  The  Lutheran  Church—
Missouri  Synod  (LCMS),  particu-
larly  the  Mid-South  District,  has
supported  Mission  Training  Cen-
ters  (MTCs)  in  the  Evangelical
Lutheran  Church  of  Tanzania's
East  of  Lake  Victoria  Diocese
(ELVD). 

The  MTC  pro-
gram  in  the
Diocese  in-
cludes  a
r e q u i r e m e n t
that students in
the  program  –
lay leaders of a
congregation  -
start  a  new
Bible  Study  or
preaching  sta-
tion  within  walking or  biking  dis-
tance of their home. The ELVD's
Bishop Gulle himself was an MTC
student, then an MTC coordinator,
and  now the  Bishop  of  the  Dio-
cese.  Last year the Diocese had
to constitutionally split into two be-
cause of its size – growth that the
bishops tell us is a direct result of

the LCMS support of MTCs. 

The  new  Diocese  is  called  the
SouthEast  of  Lake  Victoria  Dio-
cese (SELVD). The SELVD is led
by  Bishop  Emmanuel  Makala,  a
long-time friend of the LCMS who
is  currently  working  on  an  ad-
vanced  degree  though  intensive

short-courses
at  Concordia
T h e o l o g i c a l
Seminary,  Ft.
Wayne, IN. 

Bishop  Makala
was  consec-
rated  this
spring  in  the
new  cathedral
in  Shinyanga,
Tanzania.  His
consecra t ion
was  attended

by  over  3,000  people,  including
the  vice-president  of  Tanzania,
and  made  the  national  news.
What a joy it  is  to  walk  together
with  this  new  Diocese  and  our
dear  friend  Bishop  Makala.  Pray
for  the  Mission  Training  Center
program in Tanzania!

Preparing for Baby Trump 

Dr. Rodewald, Bishop Makala and
his wife Lilian, and Shauen
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