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Ordination of Rev. Paul SserwanikoPhotos in Focus
If  you  have  heard  Rev.  Shauen
Trump share about his work in the
last five and a half years, you've
heard him say that his job is about
“encouraging,  discipling,  and
walking  alongside  our  brothers
and  sisters  in  East  Africa.”  You
probably  also heard Shauen talk
about Paul Sserwaniko.

S e v e r a l
years ago in
U g a n d a ,
S h a u e n
taught  a
course  for
lay  leaders
in  the
L u t h e r a n
Church Mis-
sion  in
U g a n d a .
These dedi-
c a t e d
l a y p e o p l e
were  faithfully  leading  their  con-
gregations and eager for training
in preaching, leading Sunday ser-
vices,  and  ministering  to  the
congregations under their care in
the  absence  of  a  pastor.  One
young man in Shauen's class was
Paul Sserwaniko. Paul was a lay
leader in a rural congregation with
a heart for his people, an eager-
ness to learn, and an acuity that
rapidly rocketed him to the top of
the  class.  When  the  LCMS was
able to provide scholarships to the
Seminary  in  Kenya,  the  local
church  asked  Shauen  if  he  had
any students  he would  nominate
for Seminary studies. Shauen joy-
fully  identified  Paul.  Almost
immediately, Paul left for seminary
in Kenya. 

Shortly  afterward,  Shauen  de-
signed a servanthood module for
the lay leader class.  The activity
selected was to build  the church
in Paul's home town. Shauen also
took  his  very  first  Congregation
Connect  partner  to  this  area  –
Resurrection  Lutheran  Church  of
Cary,  North  Carolina,  one  of

S h a u e n ' s
home  con-
gregations
that  had
sent  him to
seminary in
St.  Louis.
Resurrec-
tion  – Cary
par tnered
with  this
area  and
put  the  tin
roof  onto
the church.

Now,  four  years  later,  Paul  has
completed  his  seminary  studies,
completed his vicarage, and been
certified for ordination by the sem-
inary  and  the  church.  Shauen
traveled to Uganda for Paul's ordi-
nation in July, joining a short-term
team from Resurrection – Cary.

On July  14th,  Shauen found him-
self  in  a  church  he  had  helped
build with his own hands, shaded
by a roof added by his own con-
gregation  from  the  States,  and
kneeling before his former student
as a child  of  God to receive the
sacrament  from  Rev.  Paul  Sser-
waniko.  Praise  the  Lord  for  the
good work He has done and for
allowing us to see the results  of
His work through our hands.  

Rev. Paul Consecrates the Elements



Presenting and Preaching at a Youth Event
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Our  oldest,  Josiah,  was  born  in
Uganda almost 4 years ago. Elijah
was born in Kenya almost 2 years
ago.  This  time  we're  trying  the
USA.  So  in
October  our
family  traveled
to  Wisconsin
and settled in to
wait  for  Baby
Trump  to  arrive
a r o u n d
November 10th. 

The  birth
experience  in
the  United
States  is  already  proving  to  be
pleasant  and  accommodating.
The hospital  we'll  go to  is  brand

new  –  an  elegant,  quiet,  and
downright  peaceful  environment.
The  roads  are  smooth  with
virtually  no  traffic.  The  health

i n s u r a n c e
process  is
seamless  and
virtually  invisible.
While the work of
having  a  baby
remains  the
same, everything
around  the
experience  looks
to  be  radically
different from our
first  two.  Pray

with  us  for  a  safe  delivery  and
healthy Mama and Baby!

Prayer Requests

• For continued good health 
and a safe delivery for both 
Krista and Baby Trump 

• For fellow missionary Shara 
Cunningham as she takes 
over short-term team and 
visitor support from Shauen

In Praise 
• For the ordination and 

ongoing service of Pastor 
Paul Sserwaniko in Uganda

• For safe travels as our family 
came to the USA

• For the dedicated and eager 
youth of Kenya as they grow 
in faith and joyfully participate 
in the life of the church

It is a sinking feeling to look out at
an audience and realize that what
you have prepared is not going to
apply to those who have assem-
bled  to  hear  you.  In  Kenya,
“youth”  refers  to  individuals  from
about age 18 to about age 35. So
when Rev. Shauen Trump was in-
vited to present a paper on “The
Role of Youth in the Church” at a
Youth Conference, he prepared to
speak  to  peo-
ple  from  age
18 to  35.  The
assembled au-
d i e n c e ,
though, was at
least half com-
posed  of
children of age
12 to  18.  The
prepared  pa-
per  was  not
going to work. 

Adaptability and flexibility are fun-
damental to the missionary task in
Africa,  so  Shauen  adapted,  as-
sembling the children into drama
teams and assigning them to cre-
ate a skit  that would support the
lecture. With the youngest outside

preparing for their drama, Shauen
presented his paper to those who
remained  –  those  conveniently
within  his  target  audience.  The
skits were brought in at an appro-
priate  time  in  support  of  the
lecture and then everyone assem-
bled for the conclusion. It may not
have  gone  quite  as  well  as
Shauen hoped but  it  went  better
than it could have! 

The  next  day
Shauen  was
privileged  to
preach  at  an
all-parish  ser-
vice  at  the
same  location
where  mem-
bers of a half-
dozen congre-
gations  under
one  pastor's
care  gathered

together  for  a  joint  worship  ser-
vice. What a joy to join with God's
people  -  children,  youth,  and
adults – in the fellowship we share
in His name. Pray for the youth of
Kenya and the Parish Pastors of
the church!

Preparing for Baby Trump  

Shauen Plants a Tree after Preaching

Krista helps Elijah up the Ladder
at an Apple Orchard in Wisconsin
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