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A New Baby and Our Firstborn Off to School Photos in Focus
The Trump family's firstborn, Josi-
ah,  was  born  in  Uganda  four
years ago. Our middle son, Elijah,
was born in Kenya two years ago.
With two very interesting birth ex-
periences for the first two children
and  the  huge amounts  of  stress
and difficulties getting to and from
the hospitals, paying for the births
in  cash and sub-
mitting receipts to
insurance, getting
them  local  birth
certificates,  then
United  States
Consular  Reports
of  Birth  Abroad,
then  US  social
security  numbers
and  passports,
we decided to go
the  “easy”  route
and have a baby
in the States. 

This fall we head-
ed  to  Wisconsin,
where  we  have
family, and settled
in  to  wait  for  our  new  baby  to
come  discover  life  outside  the
womb.  The pleasant  fall  weather
turned cold. Halloween came and
went.  The  due  date  came  and
went.  Finally,  Isaiah was coaxed
out of his comfortable (for him) lit-
tle  place  in  mid-November.
Thanksgiving came and went. We
waited for the birth certificate and
social security card to arrive in the
mail so we could apply for Isaiah's
passport  so  we  could  take  him
home.  The  birth  certificate  came
and  the  social  security  card
showed up just before Christmas.
The  first  appointment  we  could

get at the Passport Issuing Agen-
cy in Chicago was just four days
before  our  scheduled  departure
for Kenya. Thankfully, there were
no  problems  issuing  Isaiah  a
same-day passport  and we were
all  able  to  return  home  together
on the 31st of December, ringing in
the new year somewhere over the

Atlantic. 

Once  we  got
home, we started
to  settle  in  and
start  arranging
schooling  for
Josiah  who  at  4
years old is  now
“ s c h o o l - g o i n g
age”  under
Kenya law.  Two
weeks  ago  Josi-
ah  started
preschool  at
West  Nairobi
School  in  the
Nairobi  suburb
where  we  live.
West  Nairobi

School is an American-curriculum
Christian  school  that  goes  from
preschool  through  high  school.
We've embraced the schedule of
having  a  child  in  school  and  as
parents are a little jealous of  his
teacher and all the fun things she
gets to explore and learn with our
little boy. He comes home with ob-
vious  new  skills,  writing  letters
and  numbers  and  loving  it,  “Put
your crayon on the smiley face. A
little line down, a little line across,
jump to  the top,  and  a  BIG line
down!”  (That's  the  number  four).
It's good to be home.

Josiah's First Day of School 
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God  is  moving  and  working  in
Africa.  The  Lutheran  Church  in
Africa dwarfs the Lutheran Church
in the United States, with virtually
all  of  the  rapid
spread  of  the
Gospel  here
occurring  within
the  last  100
years.  The
accounts  of
what  God  is
doing  through
missionaries  of
The  Lutheran
C h u r c h —
Missouri  Synod
(LCMS)  and our  partners  across
the  continent  are  breathtaking,

astounding,  and largely untold. It
is our pleasure to welcome to the
continent  Mr.  Phil  Jaseph,  a
media  specialist  who  will  help

these stories get
out  there.  Phil
will  be  spending
some  time  in
Kenya  learning
language  and
culture  as  he
eases  into  his
work  in
p h o t o g r a p h y,
writing,  and  film
on  behalf  of  our
missionaries  and

partners  across  the  continent.
Pray for Phil!

Prayer Requests

• For our Agricultural 
Missionaries, the Meyers and 
Soltwedels, and the St. 
Andrew's – Cape Girardeau 
team 

• For our boss, Dr. Rodewald, 
and his family as he 
transitions to Director of 
Lutheran Bible Translators

• For Josiah as he starts school

• For wisdom as Shauen 
continues to grow into his 
responsibilities  

In Praise 
• For the joyous birth of Isaiah

• For our new missionary, Phil 
Jaseph

Reverend  Doctor  Matthew  Harri-
son,  President  of  The  Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS),
along  with  Reverend  Doctor  Al
Collver III, Assistant to the Presi-
dent, have enjoyed a brief visit to
the Evangelical  Lutheran  Church
in Kenya (ELCK). 

The  officials  of  the  LCMS  were
warmly received by officials of the
ELCK,  with  a
formal  pro-
gram featuring
speeches  of
w e l c o m e ,
g y m n a s t i c s
and  tumbling
presented  by
youth  of
Bethesda  –
Nakuru,  and
b e a u t i f u l
songs  by  one
of  the  cathe-
dral's  choirs.  The  LCMS officials
were  presented  with  traditional
gifts  from the  Masai  tribal  group
along with gifts for their wives. 

The  visitors  and  hosts  then  en-
joyed a quiet early afternoon at a
Catholic reflection and meditation

park called Resurrection Gardens.
This quiet  time of being together
was followed by lunch and then a
return to Luther Plaza downtown,
where the ELCK Head Office is lo-
cated. 

Some formal discussions together
with  the  bishops  and  executive
council of the ELCK provided the
opportunities for sharing together

about  life,
ministry,  op-
p o r t u n i t i e s ,
and  chal-
lenges  faced
in  both  coun-
tries.  As  the
sun  began  to
set,  the  Pre-
siding  Bishop
of  the  ELCK,
A r c h b i s h o p
Walter  Obare,
invited  the

LCMS guests  to  his  home for  a
wonderful dinner. The capstone of
the  day  together  was  President
Harrison's  brief  gift  of  music  as
the  joyful  melodies  of  his  banjo
filled the room. Praise the Lord for
our partnership in the Gospel!

New Missionary Arrives in Kenya

Collver, Obare, and Harrison 

Phil Jaseph is a Media Specialist
for the LCMS in Africa
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