
writing to you from Kampala, Uganda January 2009 

FACTS IN FOCUS  

Food 

• Milk—remember when 

Shauen said to put our 

postcard on your fridge 

and think of us when you 

grab that gallon of cold, 

pasteurized, homogenized 

milk?  Well, we’ve got milk 

here and it is pasteurized 

and we’re sure it is ho-

mogenized since it does-

n’t seem to separate.  It is 

even cold when we pull it 

out of the fridge.  But it is 

not in a gallon jug.  Not a 

jug at all, in fact!  It comes 

in 1-liter bags! 

• Coke comes in a can with 

a real pull-tab that you pull 

all the way off 

• Egg yolks here are nor-

mally white but you can 

buy more expensive eggs 

that are advertised as 

“yellow-yolk” 

• Sugar is the “raw” kind 

you find in yuppy coffee 

joints in America—we 

haven’t seen any pure 

white refined sugar 

FIELD  NOTES 

T H E  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  S H A U E N  &  K R I S T A  T R U M P  

home for the November-January school 
break.  This young church meets in a half-
built school.  We felt privileged to be able to 

greet these brothers 
and sisters and see in 
them the new life 
God has brought into 
this area of suffering 
and struggle.   

Driving south from 
Gulu we came to 
Lira, where the 
LCMU has been 
working almost since 
the beginning and 
now has 4 congrega-
tions.  As our truck 
pulled up to these 

congregations we were greeted with sing-
ing, ululating, and dancing—warm expres-
sions of joy at our arrival.  Rev. Jacob was 
asked to conduct two baptisms and to con-
firm over 15 people in a special worship ser-

vice planned for our 
visit!  This congrega-
tion has recently 
moved from their 
meeting place under a 
mango tree to a basic 
structure that pro-
vides some shade 
from the sun and they 
have just been 
granted a piece of 
land adjacent to their 
original mango tree to 
construct a more per-
manent structure.   
After  baptizing, 

preaching, and confirming, this congrega-
tion gave Rev. Jacob a local name, Okello, 
which means “The one who brings.”  Krista 
was given the female version of the same 
name, Akello, since she brought Shauen!   

Less than a year ago we wouldn't even have 
considered a trip into Gulu in the war-torn 
north of Uganda.  This region has suffered 
35 years of turmoil 
and instability with 
an on-going conflict 
perpetuated by the 
Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) which is 
infamous world-
wide for conscript-
ing child-soldiers 
and committing 
horrible atrocities 
against civilians—
especially women 
and children.  A year 
ago the leader of 
the LRA was still a 
strong threat in this area, with vehicles trav-
eling only in convoy and only during daylight 
hours.  Today, the first taste of peace has 
come to parts of Northern Uganda and, at 
the same time, the Lutheran Church  Mis-
sion Uganda (LCMU) 
has also come with a 
message of hope in 
the Gospel.   

During our visit to 
Gulu this past week 
we were blessed to 
meet with the mem-
bers of the newest 
congregation in the 
LCMU—the 64th 
congregation!  We 
accompanied fellow 
missionary Reverend 
Jacob Gillard, Presi-
dent Noah Isanga of the LCMU, and Rever-
end Charles Bameka, the Senior (only) Pas-
tor of the LCMU, to visit this young congre-
gation.  The Holy Spirit raised up this church 
through the work of a Seminary student 

Diving Right In 

Rev. Jacob Preaches at the New Church in Gulu 

Blessing New Confirmands in Lira 



Getting Here from There 
There was a lot to do to get 
here from there.  We had 
some last-minute errands to 

run the Friday 
before we 
departed and 
somehow man-

aged to regis-
ter to vote in 
W a s h i n g t o n 
State, apply for 

our back-
ground clear-
ance letters for 
our Uganda 

work permits, 
get our Wash-
ington State 
driver’s licenses, and get our 

AAA International Driving 
Permits—all in the space of 
about 3 hours!   

Krista packed our bags, cram-

ming an amazing amount of 
stuff in and rearranging time 
and again to make sure we 
came in just under the weight 

limit for each bag.  We got to 
the airport in plenty of time 
and thought we were doing 
great until the check-in atten-

dant informed us of a new 
weight allowance not readily 
apparent from the Northwest 

Airlines web-
site!  We were 
suddenly look-
ing at $300 

worth of over-
weight fees!  
With Shauen’s 
parent’s help 

we hustled to 
find a new bag 
in the airport 
and repack.  

After checking 
our bags with-
out the $300 

fines, we fumbled our way 

through security with one 
over-packed carry-on size bag 
each as well as our “personal 
item” which was every bit as 

big as the carry-on.  The 
added delays meant we finally 
got to the gate at the final 
boarding call—the “we’re 

really serious” one where 
they threaten to remove your 
bags from the plane if you 
don’t get on “right now”!    

Once boarded, of course, we 
still waited 30 minutes on the 

tarmac before pushing away 
from the gate.  Who knows—
maybe it took that long to 
remove someone’s bags from 

the cargo hold.  The rest of 
our 2 ten-hour flights and 
layover in Amsterdam were 
wonderfully uneventful and 

our arrival in Uganda in the 
middle of a warm night was a 
sharp contrast to the cold 
Seattle day we had left be-

hind  24 hours and 8,828 
miles earlier.   

All of our bags made it safely 
to Uganda—even the one 

that the TSA tried to inspect 
but couldn’t get re-closed.  
They duct-taped and zip-tied 
it!  Pastor Charles Bameka of 

the LCMU and Rev. Jacob 
Gillard, my vicarage supervi-
sor with LCMS World Mission, 
were waiting to meet us on 

the other side of Customs.  
It’s been a long journey but 
we praise the Lord for safely 
getting us here from there. 

photo gallery, information on Uganda and 
God’s work here through us, and complete 
contact details.  There’s even a clock with 

the local time 
in Kampala 
and a cur-
r e n c y -
c o n v e r t e r 
that will 
show you 
how the 
U g a n d a n 
Shilling is 
doing against 
the US Dol-
lar.  

We want to 
c o m m u n i -
cate in ways 
that are edi-
fying to you 

so please let us hear from you if you have 
ideas or suggestions - or even just to say Hi! 

Just before we departed for Uganda, Krista 
set out to learn how to manage our web-
site, TheTrumps.org.  For some time, 
Shauen has 
managed the 
website all on 
his own, which 
is probably why 
it fell into a 
little disrepair 
over the years.  
Krista took it 
upon herself to 
redesign the 
website from 
scratch to be a 
tool through 
which both of 
us can commu-
nicate to you, 
our family, 
friends, and sponsors.   

The new website is now active, with a blog, 

TheTrumps.org is Redesigned 

Inspected by the TSA 

Contact Info 

 

Shauen & Krista Trump 

PO Box 682 

Wauna, WA 98395-0682 

 

Shauen.Trump@LCMS.org 

Krista.Trump@LCMS.org 

 

Visit us online:  TheTrumps.org 

 
To support our work financially,  

you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

LCMS World Mission / Missionary Support 

1333 s. Kirkwood Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122  

Make checks payable to LCMS World Mission  

and mark the memo line “Trump-Uganda.” 

OR 

Give securely online at http://LCMS.org?13521  

Prayer Requests 

• That God would continue to 

bless His people in Uganda 

and our work in this place 

• For nursing or charity work 

for Krista that is edifying and 

provides opportunities for 

her to witness to the people 

of Uganda 

In Praise  

• That God brought us safely 

to our new home in Kampala 

• That God has been working 

in the hearts of the people of 

the Gulu area who have 

come together in response 

to the Gospel to form the 

64th congregation of the 

LCMU 

http://TheTrumps.org/  


