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Photos in Focus

Transitions on the LCMS Africa Field

Since arriving on the Africa field
over five years ago, the Trump
family has enjoyed serving under
the guidance of Dr. Mike
Rodewald, the LCMS Regional
Director for Africa. Dr. Rodewald
has served as a missionary in
Africa for decades with both
Lutheran
Bible
Translators
(LBT) and the |
LCMS.  His
wisdom and
hard-earned
experience in
this context
richly season
his solutions
and recommendations to
younger missionaries like our
own family.

[

As Dr. Rodewald announced his
acceptance of an offer from
Lutheran Bible Translators to
serve as their Executive Director
based at their headquarters in
the United States, our own
family, along with scores of
other missionaries, felt a sense
of both sadness and loss
mingled with excitement at the
new opportunities for Dr.
Rodewald and the great asset he
will be to LBT. As with any
transition, a certain anxiety
about the future crept in.
Because of a number of recent
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changes on the Africa field, we
have only a few men here with
the necessary experience to
take over the scope of work and
responsibilities of  Regional
Director. To make use of the
available staff and still cover the
region, the Africa Field has been
divided into
~ two areas
ﬂ W|th an Area
Director
appointed
over each.

Overseeing
the work and
staff in West
and Central
Africa is Rev. Dr. David Erber
based in Ghana. Shauen,
meanwhile, has been asked to
be the Area Director for Eastern
and Southern Africa, still based
at our LCMS East Africa Field
Office in Nairobi.

In addition to Dr. Rodewald’s
transition, our missionaries to
Guinea, Rev. Tim and Beth
Heiney, are also moving to
another mission organization.
Beth worked with projects for
the Africa field. Krista has been
asked to take on a subset of this
work part-time as the Project
Manager for Africa. Pray with us
for wisdom and discernment as
both Krista and Shauen take on
new responsibilities.
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Visit us online: TheTrumps.org
To support this work financially,

you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

PO Box 790089 / St. Louis, MO 63179-0089

Make checks payable to The LCMS and
mark the memo line “Trump-East Africa”
OR

Give securely online at http://LCMS.org/trump

LCMS All-Africa Missionary Retreat

This spring our LCMS Africa team
came together for a retreat on
the coast of Kenya. With recent
transitions on the field, ongoing
changes at our headquarters in
St. Louis, and a handful of new
missionaries we’d never met, we
were
excited to
spend time
together.

When a
missionary
accepts
the call to
serve
overseas, S
they are giving up more than
smooth roads, fast food, and
“nice” things. They also give up
common ground with friends
and relatives as they grow and
adapt to a new culture, new
frustrations, new joys, and new
appreciations for who God is and
how He acts. As the missionary
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become isolated, unfamiliar even
with how our home culture has
moved in our absence. The
people who used to be like us are
less like us and we are less like
them. We often feel isolated,
lonely, and misunderstood.

Those who
understand
us best with
all of our
growing
quirks and

4 strangeness
- are those
who live the
~ same kind of
life we do - our fellow
missionaries. To fellowship with,
to visit, to listen and to share, to
encourage, to be understood by
people who know and live our
own circumstance - this is the
greatest benefit of coming
together in retreat. This year’s
retreat was no exception.

changes, America changes. We

Prayer Requests
For wisdom and discernment
for Shauen in his new role as
Area Director for Eastern and
Southern Africa
For patience and energy for
Krista as she balances the
needs of small children with
her new role as Project
Manager for Africa
For peace in Kenya

In Praise

For the Rodewald and Heiney
families and their years of
service in Africa

For time on retreat

For St. Andrew’s Medical Clinic

Medical Team Shares Gospel with Thousands

predominantly Muslim areas, the
team from St. Andrew’s openly
testified about the faith God has

7] worked in them

A  medical team from St
Andrew’s Lutheran Church in
Cape Girardeau, Missouri spent
time on the

coast of / and learned
Kenya this about how God
winter serving works in this
thousands of part of the
patients in world. Shauen
rural areas joined the team
who don’t for a day,
have access SR Y. ' visiting,
to medical ¢ ¥ - encouraging,
care. During the course of their and trying his hand in the

pharmacy. Praise the Lord for
God’s work through St. Andrew’s.

door-to-door visits and medical
clinic serving sites in




