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FACTS IN FOCUS
Bananas: Raw,
Roasted, Boiled &

Mashed

Burning Fetishes

"For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.
Therefore put on
the full armor of
God, so that when
the day of evil
comes, you may be
able to stand your &
ground." (Eph 6:12- &
13a)

Kevinis a local
woodworker from
whom Jake and
Michelle have pur-
chased a large
amount of their fur-
niture. Through this
interaction, a rela-
tionship was formed
and Kevin was drawn
to faith, seeking bap-
tism along with his
daughter. Jake and
Shauen began meet-
ing with Kevin for
some pre-Baptism
classes. Kevin soon
told them that he had told his grandfa-
ther, also a Christian, that he was going
to be baptized. His grandfather told
Kevin that he sits in his deceased father’s
chair, and because his father was a witch-
doctor, he must burn his father’s fetishes
before he is baptized. So last week, both
families piled into our respective cars and
along with Kevin made the drive to Fort

The fetishes burning

Portal, a town in the west where Kevin is
from. We arrived Thursday afternoon and
were thinking that we’d burn the fetishes
first thing Friday morning, but Kevin was
& anxious to burn
i them right away.
' We gathered at the
family home and
waited for a family
member to return
with some paraffin
for the burning. The
burning of fetishes
is not exactly some-
thing that is cov-
ered in Seminary, so
neither Jake nor
Shauen knew ex-
actly what to do.
Several Psalms
were read, prayers
were spoken, the
Apostle’s Creed
read, paraffin was
poured over the
fetishes, and then
the fire was lit.
What did we expect
to happen? What-
ever our individual
expectations might
have been, nothing
happened. The fire crackled like it was
supposed to and the fetishes burned to
nothing. The task is done. God's Word is
certainly stronger than any two-bowled
pipe, special gourds, or dark seed
pods. We rely upon His protection and
promises. He Is Risen! And none of these
inanimate scorched objects can do that.
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10 Baptisms, 3 Offerings, 1 “Coffee Hour”

On the Sunday after Easter, 10 children,
ranging in age from newborn to approxi-
mately 3 years of age, were baptized!
When it came time in the service for the

ful event to witness. When it came time
for the offerings, there was the standard
collection of tithes and offerings. Then, a
special offering was collected in celebra-
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Prayer Requests

e  For safety for those
traveling to Mbarra for the
May 17th church dedication

e For Missionary Solomon
Ayagri as he prepares to
leave the Ugandan mission
field in May and return to
his home in Ghana

In Praise

e Forsafe journeys to Fort
Portal and Queen Elizabeth
National Park

e For God’s protection as
Kevin’s father’s
witchdoctor fetishes were
burned and for anticipation
of Kevin’s upcoming
baptism

tion of the baptisms, and finally, a third
offering was taken in honor and loving
memory of a member of the congregation
who recently died to assist the family with
expenses. Three offerings, one service!

After the service ended, in celebration of
the baptisms, the congregation was in-
vited to remain and enjoy some refresh-
ments: bottles of soda and samosas! This
was the first time we’ve experienced any-
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Baptism Group Photo
baptisms to occur, it seemed like the en-
tire church went to the front! There were
the children being baptized, their parents,
and sponsors. Shauen was up front, assist-
ing with the baptisms, Krista was in the
congregation without a hope of seeing
what was going on, due to the large
crowd standing in front! It was a wonder-

Frank & Shauen, enjoying their samosas

thing similar to a coffee hour in the States.
A baptism here is cause for celebration
and the family should have a large party
afterwards in celebration of their baptized
child. Unfortunately, when families can-
not afford such a party, they sometimes
delay baptizing their child! How sad to
hear, especially since the gift of Baptism is
a free gift from God! We rejoice with the
ten recently baptized!

On the last Sunday in March, Shauen was com-
missioned by the LCMU for Word and Sacra-
ment ministry among their congregations, due :
to the severe shortage of clergy trained for this
responsibility. On Easter morning, for the first
time, Shauen consecrated the bread and wine
for the Lord’s Supper! He was, understandably, *
a bit nervous and double-checked afterwards
that he had in fact consecrated both the wine | | "
and the bread and had not consecrated the |
wine twice or the bread twice! It was a very

joyous Easter celebration. We had wondered if ‘
there would be many people there, as it is tradi-
tion for people to return to the village for
Easter, but the church was overflowing. He is
risen! Hallelujah!

Shauen being commissioned by Rev. Charles
Bameka, with Vicar Jerome & Rev. Gillard
assisting in the commissioning




