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The Oaken Heart

Margery Allingham
Foreword by Ronald Blythe

* New, lllustrated edition of a wartime favourite.

* Includes previously unpublished diaries, letters and photos.

* Fully annotated with extensive local research.

* Introduction by Margery Allingham’s biographer, Julia Jones.
* Wealth of illustration from archives and private collections.
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Ronald Blythe, author of Akenfield, describes The Oaken 216 x 138 mm 384 pp pb
Heart as “This astonishing book’. 75 photos & line drawings £13.99
ISBN 978 1 899262 03 8

The Oaﬁen Heart was written during the ‘noisy, bomb-filled
winter’ of 1940—1941 and published almost as soon as it was re- ~ Golden Duck (UK) Ltd.,

ceived in May 1941. Sokens, Green Street,
Pleshey, Chelmsford,
Margery ﬂ[[mgﬁam was living in the Essex village of Essex CM3 1HT

Tolleshunt D’Arcy. She recorded the events and emotions of 01245-231898

that extraordinary time exactly as she and her neighbours experi- info@golden-duck.co.uk
enced them. In so doing she believed she was writing for hun- www.golden-duck.co.uk
dreds of small rural communities up and down the country. Peo-
ple are now in their eighties were children then. Some of them
remember Allingham and have contributed to this book.
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The Oaﬁen Heart was hugely successful on first publication. York YO1 9RP

‘She speaks for England’ said her U.S. publisher. Since 1941 0845 862 1730 / 0161 683 5270 (fax)
however, the very immediacy and urgency of Allingham’s writing
has proved an obstacle for later generations. Our frame of refer-
ence 1s very different from the period of the Battle of Britain and
the London Blitz. This edition is extensively illustrated with pe-
riod photographs and has been fully annotated. Local contribu- ~ Orders to

sales@signaturebooksuk.com
www.signaturebooksuk.com

tions have been invaluable. Bertram Books
T . 1 Broadlands Business Park
Margery }l[[mgﬁam is usually remembered | : :v # /| Norwich NR7 OWF
for her detective novels and as the creator of STy ' 0871 8036633
Albert Campion. This edition is published in o sales@bertrams.com
partnership with the Margery Allingham Soci- www.bertrams.com
ety. Allingham was an acute social commentator who had been
trained to observe since childhood. ‘I must always be watching or
and noting and putting things into communicable form.’ Gardners Books
The Oaken Heart, Allingham’s only non-fiction title, is 1 Whittle Drive
‘unusual & pleasurable, informative and surprising’ — Eastbourne BN23 6QH
Ronald Blythe. 01323 521777 or 01323 521444

sales@gardners.com
www.gardners.com
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