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Wonder

of Improvisation

THE WONDER OF IMPROVISATION offers readers
invaluable insights to improvisation as seen through the eyes
of Australia’s grandfather of improvisation.

Al Wunder has been the mentor to two generations of impro-
vising performers; Ruth Zaporah and Terry Sendgraff during
the 1970s in the United States and Australia’s Born in a Taxi,
Trotman & Morrish and Five Square Meters during the 80s
and 90s.

The book starts with autobiographical snapshots revealing
the events leading up to Al’s discovery and falling in love with
improvisation. 1t details the influences his mentor Alwin Ni-
kolais and partners Terry Sendgraff and Ruth Zaporah had in
the development of his unique methodology that one of his
students described as ‘teaching without teaching'’.

Humanity, humour and hubris punctuate the various chap-
ters. The relationship between teacher and student, espe-
cially within the performing arts, is discussed in great detail
with an emphasis on experiential learning.

Most students do not trust their impulsive child and fall into
the trap of needing to do something ‘'good’ in order to please
others. Too often students try to emulate someone else’s
style because it seems to be popular. By taking this copycat
route the best they can hope for is an inferior version of that
other person’s style: an attempted mirror image that is only
surface deep. Many of us tend to play it safe, sticking to
some learned or perceived blueprint of what is a good per-
formance. By trying to do something 'good, (usually the
teacher’s good) we deny ourselves the freedom to search for
our own aesthetic values and are left with a poor imitation of|
another person’s creative genius.
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For the past 35 years I have been developing a form of Improvised Movement Theatre that
is unique in it's teaching of performance as a means of communication between people. My
philosophy is that performance is for everyone not just the highly skilled professionals. We all
have our own stories, songs and dances to share with each other and it is this sharing that
enriches us. A safe non-competitive environment is essential to allow our thoughts and feel-
ings to manifest themselves in a theatrical setting. I try to instil in people the confidence to
open up and explore through movements, word or sounds, our own way of being in the per-
forming space. This space becomes not something to fear, but a source of power that allows
us to look at laugh at and enjoy ourselves and our relations with other people.

Thought provoking ideas such as 7he Four Modes
and 7he En Game (our entertaining ways) are sprin-
kled throughout the book.

Our way of beiug in the per/omu’ug space has many faces. There
is our own face (pec]estn‘an} the faces of Romeo and Juliet
(c]mracted the face of the fzar]equiu (can’cature[ and the face of
the dancer (abstract} These are the four modes. As Improvisers,
we must decide who we are at the ]Jegilmiug of our improvisa~
tions. Who we become depends on what is most theatrically ap-
propriate for each moment of pen’ormance. No matter how we
choose to c[isg uise it what we present to the audience is in reality
a self-presentation.

Entertain, engage, en[ig[u‘en, enzich, endear, engross, entrance,
ennoble, energise, enchant, enrapture, enthral enthuse, entice
are all words that reflect how a performer might like to etfect an
audience. Performers certainly entrap an audience by luring
them into their den with various advertisements that ensure
what is witnessed will be enjoyable. [ like to think of the word
entertain as the mother word from which all the other en words
spring, c]e/inizzg the various ways we have of p[easing an
audience. I know some performing artists do not like to classity
themselves as entertainers and [ do respect that There is,
Aoweve{, the old ac/age of low-brow and 11igjz~1)1’ow
entertainment, a temzino]ogy which sz'gni/ies one can be
entertained in several different ways. Whether a performance
deals with music, dance or drama, whether what we see is broad
slapstick or a serious representation of war and its repercussions,
we as audience members go to the theatre to be entertained in
some way. What entertains us is a matter of individual
aesthetics.

To order your book please print the order form on the following page.




THE WONDER of IMPROVISATION
ORDER FORM

I am interested in purchasing copies of
The Wonder of Improvisation:

Enclosed, please find my cheque or money order for
$25 per book plus shipping and handling as listed
below.
Make cheques payable to
Theatre of the Ordinary
Send to Al Wunder
64 Ascot Hall Rd.
Ascot Vic. 3364
Australia

Shipping and handling fees per book.

Within Australia...........ccocoeiiiiiiice $5
New Zealand..........cocveeeeeiceereeee e $9
Other countries.........cocoeeceeeecieeeciiec e $12

(All payments should be made in Australian Dollars)

For information regarding quantity discounts:
alwunder@theatreoftheordinary.com
international 613 9415-9344
within Australia (03) 9415-9344

SEND TO
(Name)
(Address)
(City) (State) (Post code)
(Country)
(e-mail)





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



