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POLICY FOR Welsh Second Language 
 

Document Purpose 
This policy reflects the values, ethos and philosophy of Lixwm School in 
relation to the teaching of Welsh Second Language. It gives a framework within 
which all governors, staff and children work together and it gives guidance on 
planning, teaching and assessment. 
 
The Welsh Second Language Policy is very much an ongoing, working document 
and as such it reflects both the practices that are carried out and those to 
which the school is striving.  It is intended for use in conjunction with the 
Scheme of Work that gives guidelines of what pupils in each age group will 
cover. 
 
Audience 
This document is a declaration of Lixwm Primary School policy towards the 
teaching of Welsh Second Language and, as such, is available for any 
interested person. The policy is presented to and agreed upon by the whole 
staff and the governing body and is then available to all individual members of 
the teaching and non-teaching staff and the school governors. Further copies 
of the policy are available from the Headteacher.  A copy of the document is 
kept in the Office and must not be removed and a second copy in the School’s 
General Advisors’ and Inspectors’ boxes which are kept in the Teacher’s 
Resource Room. 
 
Context 
English is the main medium of instruction in Lixwm Primary School. The vast 
majority of children come from English speaking homes.  Welsh Second 
Language is a foundation subject within the National Curriculum. The aims of 
teaching Welsh Second Language at Lixwm are consistent with our school 
philosophy and take account of the Flintshire LEA Curriculum Policy Document 
and the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Welsh Second Language.  
This policy has been written for the new 2008 curriculum at Key Stage 2 and 
recognises the Welsh Assembly Government’s approach to education in the 
Foundation Phase where a movement towards a Bilingual Wales is paramount.  
The policy also aims to ensure that pupils attain a level of fluency in Welsh 
Second Language commensurate with their age and ability.   
 
 
Subject Aims 
The aims of Welsh Second Language teaching in Lixwm are: 
 

 to ensure that pupils gain the educational stimulus afforded by teaching 
through the medium of English with Welsh taught as a Second Language, 
becoming increasingly fluent in both languages 

 to enable pupils from various linguistic backgrounds to understand and to 
utilise both Welsh and English to express themselves, their feelings, ideas, 
imagination and to give information 
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 to develop confidence, value and pleasure in Welsh Second Language 

 to develop verbal, auditory, reading and writing skills by learning Welsh 
Second Language 

 to provide a foundation in bilingualism that will underpin opportunities for 
learning other languages in the future 

 
Further, dependent on background, ability and opportunity they should be able 
to use Welsh throughout adult life in social communication, at work and in 
cultural activities.  This may range from full bilingualism to an easy familiarity 
with Welsh and an ability to use the language as an alternative, natural means 
of communication in Wales. 
 
Work in Welsh Second Language follows the requirements of the Foundation 
Phase curriculum and outcomes, and the skills and range of the National 
Curriculum for Welsh Second Language. 
 
All teachers should: 
   *develop pupils’ speaking, listening, reading and writing skills so as to enable 
them to communicate effectively through speaking and writing; and to read at 
an appropriate level for pleasure and knowledge 
   *ensure that appropriate, good quality teaching materials are available of a 
standard commensurate with the pupils’ age and prior learning experience 
   *create an understanding of the various contexts in which the language is 
used and an ability to choose language accordingly 
 
The ethos and nature of school activities should reflect a commitment to 
Curriculum Cymreig and Bilingualism in Lixwm School. 
 
 
 
 

Foundation Phase 
Welsh Language Development within the Foundation Phase should be the 
starting point for our children to begin to communicate in Welsh according to 
their ability.  Welsh Language Development in the Foundation Phase could:  

 help to encourage feelings of belonging and a sense of heritage, roots 
and community 

 support an understanding of Welsh culture 

 be a path into new cultural and social opportunities such as literature, 
music, film, television and theatre. 

 

Key Stage 2 
At Key Stage 2 learners build on the skills, knowledge and understanding 
acquired during the Foundation Phase.  This process is achieved through an 
integrated programme of oracy, reading and writing.  Learners are presented 
with experiences and opportunities that interelate the requirements of the 
Skills and Range sections of the programmes of study. 
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Skills across the curriculum 

The 2008 curriculum is focused on the teaching of skills: 
 
Developing Thinking 
In Welsh Second Language learners explore, plan, develop and consider ideas 
through speech, reading and writing, responding to their own work as well as 
that of others.  They analyse, structure and organise their work; use language 
creatively; use errors and unexpected outcomes to develop their learning; use 
their knowledge of language to explain and predict; describe links and 
similarities in language; identify patterns and formulate rules; discuss how 
they learn language and evaluate their success.  Specific opportunities for 
developing thinking skills will be identified for each topic within the 
Programme of Study. 
 
Developing Communication 
In Welsh Second Language learners communicate through oracy, reading and 
writing, developing these skills through evaluating their own work and that of 
others.  In doing so, they learn how to communicate effectively for a range of 
purposes and with a range of audiences.  They deal with extended and 
increasingly complex language in order to develop as independent and 
confident users.  Their communication skills in Welsh Second Language support 
and enhance the development of skills in other languages.     
Developing ICT 
In Welsh Second Language learners develop their ICT skills by communicating 
and sharing information and by using technology to research, develop and 
present their work.  ICT is increasingly used as a teaching/learning tool as good 
quality interactive resources are introduced. 
 
Developing Number 
In Welsh Second Language learners develop their number skills through 
activities which include number rhymes, using ordinal and cardinal numbers, 
placing events in chronological order, using measures, gathering information in 
a variety of ways, including questionnaires; accessing, selecting, recording and 
presenting data in a variety of formats and playing number games. 
 

Learning across the curriculum 
Welsh Second Language along with all subjects enhances the cross-curricular 
themes of Curriculum Cymreig and Personal and Social Education. 
 
Curriculum Cymreig 
Welsh Second Language contributes to the Curriculum Cymreig by developing 
children’s understanding of the cultural identity unique to Wales. Children will 
have the opportunity to use Welsh as a natural means of communication.  It 
gives those learning Welsh as a second language a unique opportunity to learn 
the language of Wales and become bilingual. 
 
Personal and Social Education 
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Welsh Second Language contributes to learners’ personal and social education 
by developing their awareness of the role of differing contributions of minority 
and global languages within society.  By developing their appreciation of two 
cultures, they are better able to appreciate other cultures, and be 
sympathetic to them.  They work cooperatively and respect the role of others.  
The exploration and appreciation of texts dealing with a range of themes can 
encourage the development of self-knowledge, emotional maturity and 
empathy with the human condition. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Progression in Welsh Second Language 
Foundation Phase 
 
Children should: 

 Listen to Welsh being spoken and respond appropriately in familiar 
situations, using a range of patterns 

 Be encouraged to communicate their needs in Welsh 

 Be increasingly exposed to Welsh                                              

 Develop skills through communicating in a range of enjoyable, practical 
planned activities, and using a range of stimuli that build on and 
increase children’s previous knowledge and experiences, in safe and 
stimulating indoor and outdoor environments. 

 Use their oral experiences to develop their reading skills and be 
encouraged to choose and use Welsh reading materials. 

 Listen to a range of stimuli including audio-visual material and ICT 
interactive software in Welsh 

 Be given a range of opportunities to enjoy mark-making and develop 
writing skills in Welsh 

 Use language skills learned in one language to support the development 
of knowledge and skills in another. 

 
Key Stage 2 
 
Learners should: 

 Speak with increasing confidence, working as individuals and as 
members of a group and using a range of vocabulary, phrases, sentences 
and questions having regard for purpose and audience 

 Have experiences presented to them including opportunities to take part 
in drama and role play activities 

 Develop as active and responsive listeners 

 Experience a wide range of texts including authentic materials as they 
develop as independent and effective readers 
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 Write in response to a range of stimuli with a growing understanding of 
the need to write in a way that is appropriate to the audience and 
purpose 

 Work with increasing accuracy 

 Become reflective and evaluative in relation to theirs’ and others’ 
achievements. 

 
 

Subject Objectives 
In the 2008 curriculum the emphasis is on the acquisition of skills through a 
range of opportunities.  Detailed information is to be found in DCELLS booklets 
which address: 
 
Foundation Phase Skills 
Foundation Phase Range of Study 
See Welsh Language Development 3 – 7 
       Language Literacy and Communication Skills 3 – 7 
       Play/Active Learning Overview for 3 – 7 year olds 
       Framework for Children’s Learning 3 - 7 
Key Stage 2 Skills 
Key Stage 2 Range of Study 
See Welsh Second Language section of Curriculum 2008 Welsh Document 
 
Curriculum and School Organisation 
Foundation Phase is being introduced on a rolling programme.  It will affect 
Reception and Year 1 in 2009 to 2010.  It will affect Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 2 in 2010 to 2011.  The curriculum is currently being developed. 
KS2 continue to follow Athrawon Bro resources but since the introduction of 
the Skills Based Curriculum changes are being made in the order of teaching 
the units to make a more logical cross curricula approach. 
 
Time Allocation 
Foundation Phase teaching time will be shared between directed, supported or 
enhanced continuous provision over a two week planning frame. 
KS2 have one hour per week plus at least 5 minutes per day of activities to 
support language acquisition. 
 
Planning 
See Policy on Whole School Planning. 
 
Foundation Phase planning will increasingly show opportunities for supporting 
and extending Welsh Second language in an incidental setting as well as 
directed activities with the teacher. 
 
KS2 planning is becoming more flexible in that certain Welsh Second Language 
topics are being identified as suitable to fit alongside other areas of the 
curriculum.  Opportunities for skills development are also being identified. 
Class Organisation and Teaching Style 
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In Foundation Phase Welsh Second language is likely to be taught sometimes as 
a focused activity with a group or perhaps a class of children; at other times it 
will be taught as an adult supports children working on a variety of follow up 
tasks and it will also be taught ad hoc as part of continuous good practice in 
developing bilingualism. 
 
In Key Stage 2 Welsh Second Language will be taught in mixed age/ability 
classes: Year3 and 4, Year5 and 6.  Language acquisition will follow the 
Athrawon Bro guidelines but will also be tailored to the Topics being studied in 
eg Humanities wherever possible.  The lessons must deliver a balance between 
oracy, reading and writing.  They will include a variety of teaching styles 
including the didactic(drill), role play, games and reading, writing and  ICT 
tasks.  Skills development activities will also be included as appropriate. 
  
Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
See standard policy. 
 
Subject Leader Role 
It is the Subject Leader’s role to oversee the subject and see that the 
Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 National Curriculum are covered with 
progression throughout the school.  They need to make sure the subject is 
adequately resourced and provide advice and assistance to other members of 
staff in their teaching of Welsh Second Language.  They must compile and 
maintain a levelled portfolio of work and keep tracking documents on every 
pupil. They must send results of end of Key Stage 2 assessment to the 
Athrawon Bro for transfer to high school by the end of June each year. They 
must complete a Self Evaluation document each year.  Additionally, they must 
select and level at least one piece of work per year for each pupil’s attainment 
folder and provide a feedback system to enable individual pupils contribute to 
the assessment for learning process. 
 
 
Resources and Accommodation 
A range of Welsh Second Language resources are available in school.  Most of 
the resources are kept in the hall store room or in teacher’s own classrooms 
where they are only to be used by that age group. They are only accessible to 
school staff.  Staff are encouraged to return property as soon as possible. 
 
The Welsh Second Language Subject Leader is responsible for maintaining 
Welsh Second Language resources, monitoring their use, organising the welsh 
store and ordering new resources in consultation with the head teacher. 
Resources are replaced and purchased by the Subject Leader following the 
general school ordering procedure unless they have been bought or provided 
for us by the Athrawon Bro in which case they invoice the school directly. 
 
INSET Provision 
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Courses may be booked according to their relevance to the professional 
development of the teacher concerned or to the promotion of good practice 
within the subject.  Courses are normally advertised by the Athrawon Bro team 
at the end of the term prior to the one in which the start date falls. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
All teaching and non-teaching staff at Lixwm School are responsible for ensuring that 
all children, irrespective of gender, ability, ethnicity and social circumstances, have 
access to the whole curriculum and make the greatest possible progress. 
 
AN (Additional Needs – was SEN) 
All children should have access to a broad, balanced curriculum which includes Welsh 
Second Language. Provision for children with AN in relation to Welsh Second 
Language is the responsibility of the class teacher, support staff and AN Co-ordinator 
as appropriate.  It is important that all teachers teaching those children are aware of 
their specific needs and targets. 
Where their Additional Need may be a disability, (with their agreement) they can be 
a great asset to their class and school as they help others to understand these needs 
in the context of someone they all know.  
See standard policy. 
 
Disability Provision  
Consideration has been given to provision which might be necessary in the case of 
visually impaired, hearing impaired or physically impaired children learning Welsh 
as a Second Language in Lixwm School.  The coordinator’s file contains a copy of 
suggestions. 
 
 
 
Able and Talented  
Linguistically able and talented children should be encouraged to lead activities such 
as role play and drama.  They should be encouraged to extend their reading and 
writing skills.  Opportunities should be found for them to experience a range of 
situations where Welsh is used naturally as a living language. 

 
Health and Safety 
Generally work in the classroom is as any other school lesson. 
 
From time to time it may be necessary to consider specific risk assessment if 
activities will be taking place in the Hall, out of doors or on a visit.  
 
Reference should be made to the school risk assessment file. 
 
Cross Phase/School Transition 
All members of the teaching staff take part in staff meeting relating to Welsh 
Second Language so transfer between Foundation Phase and Key Stage 2 is 
smooth.  The records of standards achieved are passed on from one class 
teacher to the next and a copy is also given to the Subject Leader.  
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Subject Self Evaluation 
Subject Self Evaluation is carried out in order to enhance the teaching and 
learning of Welsh Second Language within our school. It is the responsibility of 
all staff, both teaching and non-teaching, to monitor and evaluate the 
curriculum provision made for Welsh Second Language within the school, so 
that pupils make the greatest possible progress and enjoy the learning 
experience. Detailed evaluation is undertaken by the Welsh Second Language 
Subject Leader, together with the whole staff once a year in the summer. As 
with all evaluation, the Headteacher has overall responsibility for this work. 
 
Evaluation includes a regular evaluation of the content of the Welsh Second 
Language Curriculum to ensure that National Curriculum requirements are 
being fulfilled in the best possible way. This involves reviewing the coverage of 
the Programmes of Study. Monitoring of teachers’ planning is carried out to 
check if plans are actively put into action in the classroom. Pupils’ progress 
and performance is evaluated together with the standards achieved in Welsh 
Second Language work, taking account of any factors which may influence this, 
such as teaching methods, resources, future schemes of work and 
accommodation.  
The organisation of the Welsh Second Language Curriculum and the teaching 
styles undertaken by all the staff are regularly evaluated. The effectiveness of 
any INSET for Welsh Second Language provided internally from within school or 
by an external agency is evaluated. This may involve examining the written 
evaluation forms completed by each member of staff after a course has taken 
place or asking staff to give verbal feedback about a course in a staff meeting. 
 
Evaluation may take place by means of a number of methods including:  
 

 The assessment of pupils’ work and their achievements 

 The analysis of teachers’ planning as seen in the scheme of work and short-
term plans 

 Discussion among groups of staff or the whole staff 

 External inspection and advice 

 Sharing of good practise meetings 
 
Evaluation will be conducted according to the priority given to Welsh Second 
Language within the School Development Plan. Thus the timescale involved in 
the evaluation may differ from year to year. Evaluation is most likely to be on 
an annual basis but will also have to take account of any changes in the 
National Curriculum for Welsh Second Language. 
 
Evaluation and review of the Policy for Welsh Second Language and any 
schemes of work will take place on an annual basis. The Welsh Second 
Language Curriculum Co-ordinator consider any necessary changes or 
adaptation to the policy or schemes of work. These are then discussed and 
agreed by the whole staff before the policy document is amended. If there are 
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no changes to the policy it will come up for review on the normal 3 year cycle 
of policy review. 
 
Throughout the year the whole staff are encouraged to feedback information 
and ideas to the Welsh Second Language Subject Leader. This may include 
comments as to how a particular topic is progressing and the work that 
children are undertaking, comments upon the availability and suitability of 
resources and any other relevant comments about the overall structure of the 
future Welsh Second Language Schemes of Work. 
 
Reviewed for Curriculum ‘08:  July ‘09   
 
Passed by Governing Body: Spring ‘10 
 
Review due: Spring 2013 


