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NeW England Wmters A Colonlal Perspectlve

Hard Winter of 1697-98,

Severest of Seventeenth Century

“Theterriblest winter for continuance of frost and
snow, and extremity of cold, that ever wasknown;”
31 snowstormsfrom November 20to April 9;
Charlestown, Massachusetts, ferry frozenfor six
weeks; 42-inch snow depth reported at Cambridge;
reputation for severity survived for many years.

The Great Snow of 1717

New England’smost famouslegendary snowstorm;
congisted of four storms, two major and two minor,
from February 27 to March 7; snow depth upwards
of threefeet in Boston areg, fivefeetin New
Hampshireand Maine; many animal sperished,
houses collapsed, travel hampered; sheep buried
under driftsfor 28 daysdug out alive; Cotton
Mather wrote historic account for Royal Society of London.

Hard Winter of 1740-41

Considered more severe by ol d-timersthan 1697-98, with more snow and longer freeze-up; three severewinter periodsin
November, early January, and February-March; Boston Harbor frozen 30 days, Charlestown ferry 10 weeks; snow 36
inchesdegp in central Connecticut; Connecticut River at Deerfield, Massachusetts, frozen over and snow near Ashburnham
30inchesdeep onApril 10.

Winter of the Deep Snowsin 1747-48

Thirty snowstormsfrom December 25 to April piled up unprecedented snow cover; 5.5 feet deep at Portland, Maine, 4 to
5feet degp at Cambridge, Massachusetts; travel exceedingly difficult; snow melted into unfrozen ground with no serious
flooding.

Hard Winter of 1780, Severest of Eighteenth Century

Seriesof heavy December snowstormsfollowed by thawless January, the coldest monthin
history; al highways blocked for many weeks except Great Road from Boston to Hartford; all
harborsfrozen for four to six weeks; snow in southern Connecticut 42 incheson level ground;
military forcesimmobilized, shipsfrozenin, troops snowbound; citizens suffered great hardship.

Tate House Winter 2007-2008

Triple Big Snows in Early December, 1786

Greatest snowfall since 1717; Hamden, Connecticut, near New Haven, had 20incheson
December 4-5, 9 inches on December 7-8, and 8 incheswith deet on December 9-10, total 37
inches; Kingston M assachusetts, near Plymouth, had 48 incheson ground, Boston nearly four
feet; great tide accompanied third storm, destroying wharves and shipping; record early cold
wavefollowed, -12 degrees at Harford on thetwel fth.

Sroudwater Fars Source: David Ludlum, The Country Journal New England Weather Book
Winter 2007-2008 urce: David Ludlum, untry Jou g

(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1976), 121-123.
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VOLUNTEER VOICES
News and Sories for and from those who

make it possible to keep our museum open

Thisistheinitiation of anew
columnin our gazettethat will feature
our volunteerstalking about what Tate
House meansto them and why they
have made our museum their
community of choice. In 2007
volunteersgaveover 3,000 hoursof
their precioustimeto TateHouse
Museum by working on committees,
planning and hosting specid events,
tending thegardens, and giving tours
of Tate House—to nameonly afew of
theactivitiesthey accomplished to
keep our museum open. Without our
volunteersthemuseumjust would not “be.”

Thefirst of the*VOLUNTEER VOICES’ wewill hear fromisWilliam
“Bill” Hubbell. Bill livesin Cumberland Foresidewith hiswife Jean and their
new puppy Curry. Heisprofessional photographer
(www.hubbell photography.com) and the author of thejustly popular Good
Fences: APictorial History of New England’s Sone Walls (Down East
Books, 2006), which of course can be purchased in our museum shop. Many of
the photographswe usein marketing and advertising eventsat themuseum are
donated by Bill and wearemost grateful for thisaswell asfor thetimeBill
volunteersdoing committee and docent work. Here, in Bill’svoiceiswhy:

“Inthewinter of 2006, having just finished work onwhat | thought
would bemy last book, | waslooking for avolunteer job that would be both
interesting and would alow meto contributein some meaningful way. Wanting
tolearn moreabout Portland and loving history, | took the Portland History
Docent course. Having lived nearly half my lifein homesbuilt before 1800,
choosing the Tate House as my focuswasano-brainer. | happentolove
gardening, old buildings, architecture, history and working with people.

Being aTate House M useum docent seemed to be aperfect match for
me. And then therewasthe additional pleasure of being ableto contribute
photography now and then for various projects. The other volunteersand staff
haveall been wonderful towork with—and the parkingisn’t bad either! | look
forward to seeing usgrow and improve. There are so many wonderful projects
ahead of us.”

William Hubbell

For two weeks in January, PLEASE NOTE
Tate House Museum had M USEUM
Intern Caitlin Libby
working with the Director ADDRES_S
to publish the Tate House CHANGE:
Gazette. Caitlinisa AdministrativeOffice
Sophomore at Wheaton (MeansHouse)
Collegeand isthe = 1267 Westbrook St
2008 Winter Intern '
Szﬁg;r:g%fe;g;rfﬁ ; Caitlin Libby Portland, ME 04102




Sign up now for the 2008 TRAINING PROGRAM!

PORTLAND’S HISTORY DOCENTS

Portland’s History Docents is a collaborative training program sponsored by the Victoria
Mansion, Tate House Museum, Greater Portland Landmarks, Portland Harbor Museum, and
Maine Historical Society.

BE A PART OF PORTLAND HISTORY!

Get involved in a unique program designed to be truly fun and interesting,
learn about the area’s history, and share your enthusiasm and knowledge by giving tours of
our wondertful historical sites to adults and/or school children.

You will receive: 3
» Lectures and training with some of the region’s leading historians and educators
» Orientation and tours at each of the sites in the program
» Volunteer opportunities at your choice of participating institution

» Special events for educational enrichment and socializing

We need volunteers who:
» Enjoy working with people
» Want to contribute time and talent to a worthy community service
» Are interested in learning more about our local history, art and architecture

» Look forward to sharing their knowledge with others

“T'’he PHD Program bas broadened my horizons beyond my expectations.

The training was enlightening, and serving as a docent bas proved extremely rewarding.
- Marie Graves, Portland’s History Docents Graduate

>»

Here’s all you need to volunteer:
» COMPLETE THE FORM below and MAIL it by February 8, 2008.

» ATTEND THE TRAINING at the Maine Historical Society in Portland,
Thursdays, 9 AM-12 Noon, February 14 through April 17, 2008.

» BE WILLING to make a one-year commitment (about 6—12 hours per month).

If you have any questions, or if you want to volunteer but cannot attend the sessions,
call 774-5561, extension 120.

e
YES! I would like to attend Portland’s History Docents training.

Name Daytime Phone

Address City Zip

Mail completed form to: PORTLAND’S HISTORY DOCENTS,
c/o Greater Portland Landmarks, 165 State Street, Portland ME 04101




Tate House Museum Membership Goes to London!

FromApril 1 throughApril 7 members

of theTate House Museumwill travel to
Londonfor thefirst“ Tateto Tate” trip, fulfilling
our missionto explore Maine'scolonid roots.
Thesevenday visit will includetoursof maor
London areamuseums such asthe Tate
Modern, the Costume Museum, the British
Museum, theVictoriaand Albert Museum, and
the Natural History Museum. Other places
includedinthevisit will bedaytripsto Bath and i s
Oxford, and outingsto Buckingham Palace, the | [S5=
Tower of London, Sulgrave Manor, and
Blenheim Pdace.

One purpose of thetripisto enrich our
understanding of theEnglish culturethat is

oftenusedintheinterpretation of TateHouse
Museum. Theday trip to Bath, the cultural center of England
during the Georgian Era, complimentsthe 2008 Sally Cronk
Lombard DecorativeArts Symposium theme of
GeorgianArchitecture. The Costume Museum
appeal sto many of our members interestin
period costumedesign. Additionally Sulgrave
Manor, the ancestral home of George
Washington, isin part owned by the
National Society of the Colonial Damesof
Americaand acknowledgestheclose

rel ationship between the United Kingdom
§ andtheUnited States.

Thereare still a few
openings available for this
trip so please call today if

you would liketo join us.

London Itinerary:

Buckingham Palace (above) and Sulgrave Manor (below) the
ancestoral home of George Washington

Architecture.
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Museum.

Boston.

April 6- Lastfull day in London. Visit the British Museum, theVictoria
and Albert Museum, the Natural History Museum, and the TateModern  § .

April 7- Check out of hotel and embark on flight from London to

April 1- Depart from Boston Logan Airport for an overnight flight to London.

April 2- Arrivein London and taketransfersto the Imperial Hotel. After check intour Buckingham
Palace and witnessthe changing of the Guard. Inthe afternoon tour the Tower of London.

April 3- Tour Bath for afull day with avisit to the Costume Museum and achanceto view Georgian

April 4- Embark on atour to the city of Oxford and tour Sulgrave Manor and Blenheim palace.
April 5- Open day to explore London and shop Portobello Road Market.




Russian Delegates Visit THM

Aspart of aRuss an exchange program called theArchangel Committee, five Russian del egates cameto learn more
about museum practice, organization, and financesin the U.S. and toured Tate House M useum on December 11, 2007.

TheArchangel Committeewasfounded to promote
exchanges between Greater Portland and Archangel, Russia. The
Committee hostscitizens of Archangel in Greater Portland and
offersopportunitiesfor peoplefrom Greater Portlandto visit
Archangel. Fundsfor thevisit camefrom the Open World program
at theLibrary of Congress. Delegatesfrom the committeevisited
Tate House Museum twice beforein 2005 and in 1990.

Two of thedel egatesareextensively involvedin running
their own museumsintheArchange region of Russia. Yuri Surikov
isthe Solovki Museum Director of Education, ahistoric
architectural and natural museum, and Alexander Shayev isthe
MalyeKareli Museum Director, an open-air wooden architecture
museum. Accompanying Surikov and Shayev wereNatalia
Yakovleva, the Solovki viceMayor, ElenaK uznetsova, the

(L to R) Peter Cook, John Swan, Ivan Tabanin, Meredith

Archangel BusinessMediaPublisher, and lvan Tabanin, aGraduate Harding, Elizabeth Oatley, Yuri Surikov, Natalia

SudentinArchangd.

Withthe help of aninterpreter, the Russans,
membersfrom the Tate House Board of Directors, and :'
THM'’sExecutive Director had agreat repoire

discussing similar issuesand concernsof runninga : YES! | wish to become a member of

museum.

Sprague Foundation

Yakovieva, Elena Kuznetsova, Andrea Hawkes, Alexander

TATE House Museum M EMBERSHIP |

Tate House M useum

O  Individual $35.00

wards Grant to THM o Family $50.00
O Patron $100.00
It gives Tate House Museum great pleasureto Name
announcethat it wasjust awarded agrantintheamount ¥ A qdr ess
of $7,500.00 from The PhineasW. Sprague Memorial
Foundation“for funding ahaf-timeassstant tothe _
Director” position. A budget crisisdevel oped at the Phone/Email:

museum thispast fall that required the THM Board of
Directorsto regrettably, but responsibly cut the budget,
eliminating theposition of Assstant tothe Director. The
Sprague Foundation award to fund ahalf-time position
for theAss stant of the Director will alow themuseum
to continuethetrgjectory onwhichit washeading
beforethebudget crisis.

Thefulfillment of thisrequest givesagreat
boost to the museum’smorale, and will beinstrumental
inproviding themeansto help usidentify and securethe
fundsto congistently support thisposition and other
essentid operationd needsfrom sustaining community
SOUrces.

Card
Si

We accept MasterCard, Visa, and Checks
gnhature:

Make ChecksPayableto“ Tate House M useum”
Send form and payment to: TateHouseMuseum

SHARING 1ISCARING:
I EcourAGE YOUR FRIENDSTO VISIT TATE House Museum. ||

# EXp.

1267 Westbrook &.
Portland M E 04102



Holiday Festivites at Tate House Museum

Tate House Museum'’s*“ A Winter Wedding: Around the Colonial Hearth” wasahuge
success, both asan educational, and holiday event and afund rai ser; and thisin spite of thefact
that thefourth and final day was snowed out! The open housethat featured three handsomely
costumed interpreters, smpleand historically accurate Christmas decorations, and many
vignettesthat told the story of preparing for acolonia wedding attracted a most 200 visitors of
al ages.

A highlight of the exhibit wasthe museum’scolonia wedding dresson display inthe
parlor alongwiththebride' sfloral hair wreath and aman’sembroidered wedding vest onloan
fromthe Maine Historical Society. Other exhibitsincluded the bride’ sdowry known asa
“portion,” examplesof courting customs, reci pesand ingredientsfor the posset and wedding
cake, and games children may have played by the hearth astheir elders prepared for the event.
Hostsfor each room recited rel evant eighteenth-century poems. Period Chrissmasmusicfilled
theair.

After touring theexhibit visitorsweretreated to holiday sweetsincluding a“ genuing’ colonia wedding cake (afruit
cakelaced with rum) in thefestively decorated dining room of the MeansHouse. Guestsa so had the opportunity to buy
raffleticketsfor six different, overflowing basketsof kitchen waresthat were donated by Becky Quinlan and thegood
table, Belfast Maine.

Thislandmark event set recordsin termsof attendance and revenueraised, and wastheresult of six months of
dedicated planning by the Holiday Committee, which was co-chaired by Cesca Galluccio-Steel eand Elizabeth Oatley and
included CynthiaGriswold, TheresaLibby, Barbaral uke, Dean Lyons, and Ginny Bishop. Each member of the committee
contributed her specia expertise, which madefor avery collegia andrichly diverse experience. Specia thanksgoesto
Elizabeth Oatley who spent her summer monthsresearching, designing, and hand making thethree costumesthat included
thekitchen help and alady and gentleman of theday. These costumeswill be used for future Tate House Museum events.

“ A Winter Wedding: Around the Colonia Hearth” was supported in part by Maine Bank & Trust and including
museum shop revenuesit raised over $2,000.00 for Tate House Museum.

Winners of the Holiday Raffle Baskets were:
1. Zella Dewey, Bailey Island

2. Dolores Testa, Portland

3. Cindy O’ Neil, South Portland

4. Maureen Gorman, Cumberland Foreside
PN LE T 5. Mary Lou Sprague, Cape Elizabeth

O TS 6. Sheri Fistal, Falmouth

i o L]

2008 Sally Cronk Lombard
Decor ative Arts Symposium

Thethemefor Tate House Museum’sannual decorativearts
symposium for 2008isthe exploration of architectureinthe Georgian Era,
1714-1820 (theyearsin which King George| through GeorgeV ruled
Britain, and inturn, theAmerican colonies). Thisisacontinuation of the
themewe explored of furnitureand interiorsin the Georgian Erafor the
2007 symposium. Tom Johnson, former curator of theMuseumsof Old
York and now curator at Canterbury Shaker Villagein New Hampsire,
created an exhibit called “ Georgian at the Tate House” from the collection
at Tate Houseto accompany thistwo-part symposium theme. According
to Johnson, “ Thisexhibit bringsanumber of wonderful objectsfrom the Georgian period out of their regular historicroom
context” and* setsthem against each other as statementsof design and taste. ... Tate House isan important touchstonein the
study of the now-vanished e egance of Georgian eradevelopment inthisregion.” Thisexhibit will continueto beonviewin
the museum’ sexhibit gallery during the 2008 touring season.




TATEHOUSE MUSEUM
2007-2008 ANNUAL APPEAL

At somepoint in your lifeyou take stock and ask:

“What havel donewith my life? Of what can | beproud?What will bemy legacy?”

Nurturing and teaching the childrenin our familiesand communitiesfulfillsmany of us, and wefed greeat pride
watching them become good citizens. But wealso craveto beapart of something continuous, to carry onan
endeavor that wasimportant to our ancestorsand that will be valued by future generations. Beingapart of the
continuum of peoplewho have preserved and promoted Tate House M useum can beyour legacy.
Including Tate House Museuminyour prioritiesmakesadifferencein the preservation and interpretation of our
shared culturd heritage.

In 2005, after three-quartersof acentury, The National Society of The Colonial Dames of Americain the State of
Maineinvited the Greater Portland community to managethe museumwith acommunity Board of Directorsandto
decideitsfuturecourse. Thisnew Board of Directorshas continued thetraditiona programming of school toursand
theAnnua DecorativeArts Symposium, while a so encouraging the devel opment of new ideas. The specia
architecturefocustourswereextraordinarily popular thissummer and the seasona programming now includes
Historic Stroudwater Burying Ground Toursin October and this December, “ Around the Colonia Hearth: A Winter
Wedding.” TateHouse Museum isdoingwell with our increased visitation and programming. I1n thecoming year
wepledgetoyou even greater opportunitiesfor family member ship and participation.

Itisnow uptousall to preserve, support, and lead Tate House Museum in adirection so that it may reach its
potential asacommunity resource. Werespectfully ask that you demonstrateyour interest and commitment
by respondingtothisyear-end Annual Appeal. Your extended generosity and participation will benefit agreat
historical resourceand thequality of lifewithin thiswonderful regionthat was, is, and will beour “home.”

With best wishesand much gratitude,

AndreaC. Hawkes & WilliamA. Macleod, Chair
Executive Director Annual Appeal Committee

-----------------------------------------1
YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT TATEHOUSE MUSEUM
O0$50 [O$100 [O$250 [O$500 [I$1,000 [JOTHERS$
Name
Address
City State Zip Code
Credit Card Information: [ Master Card [ Visa
Card Number Exp. Date
Signature

Please make checkspayableto: TATE HOUSE MUSEUM
Mail 1267 Westbrook St., Portland, ME 04102

If youwould liketo make adonation of stock, please call Tate House Museum office 207.774.6177
Contributions are deductible to the extent allowed by law
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