
An Evening Celebrating Dance Theatre of Harlem:

40 Years of Firsts

GalaGala



www.fordbrighterfuture.com

Thanks to you, our community is a stronger, better place. Ford salutes the  

Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History and the Dance Theatre of Harlem.

Ford Motor Company Fund and Community Services builds communities through volunteerism and partnerships with  
nonprofit organizations that focus on education, preserving America’s heritage, and automotive safety.
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Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History
along with

Yvette Bing,
Jo Coleman, Jennifer Fischer, Cynthia Ford, and Kim Reuss

Welcome you to

Friday, September 9, 2011
Gala Host Committee

Yvette Bing
Jo Coleman • Jennifer Fischer • Cynthia Ford • Kim Reuss

Betty Brooks • Serena Cockrell • Peggy Daitch • Retha Douglas • Linda Forte 
Mary Anne Gargaro • Sharon James • Marion Jones • Florine Marks • Sharon Madison Polk 

Vivian Pickard • Sandra E. Pierce • Glenda Price, Ph.D. • Suzanne Shank 
Lorna Thomas, M.D. • Roberta Hughes Wright, Ph.D.

GalaGala
Dance Theatre of Harlem:

40 Years of Firsts



Message from the President

Juanita Moore
President & CEO, Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History

On behalf of our Board of Trustees and staff, Welcome to the 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History.  We like to 
say it’s the world’s largest museum of its kind, which it is.  But more 
importantly, it’s an institution that’s homegrown, and very much a 
part of the fabric of the City of Detroit.  Since its founding over 45 
years ago by obstetrician Dr. Charles H. Wright in his home on West 
Grand Boulevard, the Museum has educated, entertained, and 
enlivened countless visitors from around the world.  The Museum 
also produces one of the City’s largest events, African World 
Festival, which celebrates its 30th anniversary next August on Hart 
Plaza.  The evolution of the Museum to its current stature is a testament to your support 
and hundreds like you all across the region, and for that, we are most grateful.  Our stories 
and the history of African Americans are an integral and vital part of American history, and 
as such, involve us all.  I invite you to revel in that history, and, to quote the title of one of 
Dance Theatre of Harlem’s signature works, to “Return,” again and again.



Programme

6:30 PM • Arrival

7:15 PM • Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts Exhibition

7:15 & 9:00 PM • Performance, New Bach
Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble

Welcome & Recognition of Sponsors
Juanita Moore, President & CEO,  

Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History

Performance, Return
Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble

8:00 PM • Dinner Hour

Special Performance: Grammy Award Winner, Miri Ben-Ari

9:00 PM • The Muse
After Event

DJ JP Rigaud, Miami 



Message from the Chairperson

Yvette Bing, First Lady, City of Detroit
Chair, Dance Theatre of Harlem Host Committee

Since joining the Board of Trustees for The Wright Museum, a focus of mine has been 
broadening the awareness of this cultural jewel that is truly one of a kind.  The Dance 
Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts exhibit provided the catalyst for this event of which 
you are a cherished part tonight.  The history of this amazing dance company, and the 
vision of its founders, Arthur Mitchell and the late Karel Shook, is one that encompasses 
artistry, passion, pride, diversity, education, and achievement – all virtues exemplified 
by this very institution, the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History. Dance 
Theatre of Harlem and The Wright are examples of the strength of multicultural inclusivity 
and a collective aspiration to excellence.  These institutions are an inspiration to us as a city 
and region. They remind us to demonstrate perseverance as we rebuild and grow towards 
greatness, and form stronger ties with one another across boundaries of race, class, and 
geography. 

Your support for these great legacies, Dance Theatre of Harlem and The Wright Museum, 
make the continued growth, exploration, and enjoyment of the arts possible for all of 
Metropolitan Detroit. 
 
Thank you,

Yvette Bing









About Dance Theatre of Harlem
Dance Theatre of Harlem is a leading dance institution of unparalleled global acclaim 
whose mission is to maintain a world-class school that trains young people in classical ballet 
and the allied arts, to provide arts education, community outreach programs and positive 
role models for all, and to present a ballet company of African-American and other racially 
diverse artists who perform the most demanding repertory at the highest level of quality.  
The DTH Ensemble is the first step towards the return of the Company.

Founded in 1969 by Arthur Mitchell and Karel Shook, Dance Theatre of Harlem is considered 
“one of ballet’s most exciting undertakings” (The New York Times, 1971).  Shortly after the as-
sassination of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Mr. Mitchell was inspired to start a school 
that would offer children - especially those in Harlem, the community in which he was born - 
the opportunity to study dance and allied arts.  Mr. Mitchell, who was the first African Ameri-
can male to become a permanent member of a major ballet company, felt he was able to 
change the world of dance because he was given an opportunity and wanted to provide 
the same chance for others.

About Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble
Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble is the second company of the Dance Theatre of Harlem, 
the world-renowned ballet company of African American and other racially diverse artists.  
DTHE repertoire is comprised of classical, neoclassical and innovative contemporary ballet 
presented with freshness and vitality by a group of young and talented artists.



Dance Theatre of Harlem

Artistic Director: Virginia Johnson • Executive Director: Laveen Naidu
Director, Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble: Keith Saunders

Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts Exhibition Curator: Judy Tyrus

Dance Artists
Renee Bharath Kim  •  Flavia Garcia  •  Ashley Murphy

Mayuko Shoka  •  Danielle Thomas  •  Alexandra Wilson
Fredrick Davis  •  DaVon Doane  •  Taurean Green

David Kim  •  Anthony Savoy  •  Samuel Wilson

Performance
New Bach, 2nd  Movement 

Choreography: Robert Garland  •  Music: Johann Sebastian Bach
Costumes: Pamela Allen-Cummings

Return 
Choreography: Robert Garland

Music: James Brown, Alfred Ellis, Aretha Franklin, Carolyn Franklin
Costumes: Pamela Allen-Cummings



T h e  P o w e r  o f  Y o u r  C o m m u n i t y

Community Commitment...  
 it speaks volumes.
At DTE Energy, being part of a community is more than simply doing 
business there. It’s about doing our part to help the community and our 
customers thrive. We wrote the book on community commitment.

That’s why we believe employee volunteerism, contributions and 
sponsorships, community involvement and environmental stewardship 
are so important.

At DTE Energy, enhancing the communities we serve is not  
just a chapter in our book — it’s a never-ending story.



tommy@levitationstaging.com
Grand Rapids, MI 
p:  616.742.1174
f:  616.742.1175

www.levitationstaging.com

“Changing the World, One Event at a Time”



We salute the 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History

for touching so many lives in such a positive way.  

TOUCHING COMMUNITIES. TOUCHING LIVES.

facebook.com/mgmgranddetroitTCTL  |  twitter.com/mgm_TouchNLives



Congratulations on 40 Years of Firsts

Cynthia and Edsel Ford and the employees of Pentastar Aviation 

are proud to support the Charles H. Wright Museum of African 

American History.  It is with great admiration that we offer our 

hearty congratulations to the Dance Theatre of Harlem on their 

innovative contributions to the world of dance throughout their 

“40 Years of Firsts.”

 

AIRCRAFT MANAGEMENT  •  MAINTENANCE & AVIONICS  •  EXECUTIVE TERMINAL OPERATIONS  •  AVIATION ADVISORS  •  FIVESTAR GOURMET CATERING

Charter Services offered by Pentastar Aviation Charter, Inc.

Oakland County International Airport (PTK): 248.666.3630  •  Toll Free: 800.662.9612  •  Charter: 248.886.8949
Van Nuys Airport (VNY): 818.779.3089  •  www.pentastaraviation.com
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Dancing our way through barriers.

The GM Foundation is proud to support the Dance 
Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts Exhibition. We 
would like to thank Arthur Mitchell for creating such 
passionate American classics that express the difficulty, 
the emotion and the beauty of our nation’s history.
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would like to thank Arthur Mitchell for creating such 
passionate American classics that express the difficulty, 
the emotion and the beauty of our nation’s history.
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Defying gravity and stereotypes.Defying gravity and stereotypes.

Welcome to a night of fi rsts. General Motors is proud to sponsor the Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts Gala. 
We welcome you to enjoy the iconic costumes, extraordinary art and evolution of America’s dance history.





Media Sponsors



Art Van Furniture
proudly 

supports the

Charles H. Wright
Museum of African
American History

a r t v a n . c o m

1 - 8 7 7 - 9 3 9 - 5 3 7 3

For a good 
cause. From a 
great citizen.
Charter One is pleased to sponsor the 

Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Gala. 

We wish you continued success.

Member FDIC. Charter One is RBS Citizens, N.A. 0902



Congratulations
to the

Charles H. Wright Museum
of African American History

&
Dance Theatre of Harlem

on its 40 Years of Firsts!
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the arts or commerce, our desire to achieve is the 
same. And the pursuit of that goal keeps us going 
day after day. Like you, we know what it takes  
to reach your dreams, and we’ll do our best to 

help you achieve them.

The things we do for

Fifth Third Bank proudly supports 
The Charles H. Wright Museum’s  
Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts

53.com

Fifth Third Bank, Member FDIC.  Equal Housing Lender. 

With a heritage of automotive “firsts” such as the industry’s first 

dash-mounted radio and first underhood air conditioning system,  

Delphi is no stranger to innovation. We applaud the Charles H. 

Wright Museum of African American History and its salute to 

“The Dance Theatre of Harlem – 40 Years of Firsts”. delphi.com

DancE = mc2. Where science  
 and innovation meet artistry 
  in motion.



Samaritan Manor 
5555 Conner St. 

Detroit, MI  
(313) 344-4100 

 
Northwest Manor 
16181 Hubbell St. 

Detroit, MI  
(313) 273-8764 

 
Wayne Health & 

Rehab 
4427 Venoy Rd. 

Wayne, MI 
(734) 729-4436 

 
Southgate Manor 
15400 Trenton Rd. 

Southgate, MI 
(734) 284-4620 

 
Boulevard Health  
3500 W. South Blvd. 
Rochester Hills, MI 

 
www.themanors.net 

 
Michigan Owned 
Minority Owned 

Your Rehabilitation is our Focus 
Service with Compassion 

is our Promise  
5 Locations in Southeast Michigan 

Available Services Include: 

Rehab to Home Therapy 7 
days/week  

Post Surgical Care including 
 IV Therapy 
 Wound Care  

Tai Chi Exercise Class 
“Living with Purpose”    

Dementia Program 

THE MANORS CONGRATULATE THE CHARLES H. WRIGHT MUSEUM 
& THE DANCE THEATRE OF HARLEM: 40 YEARS OF FIRSTS 



A  Q U I C K E N  L O A N S  C O M P A N Y

Discipline.

Diversity.

Dance.

Detroit.

Quicken Loans is proud to sponsor the 
Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History as they 
celebrate the Dance Theatre of Harlem: 40 Years of Firsts.

Museum_of_AAH.indd   1 9/6/11   4:23 PM



A  PA S S I O N  f o r  H E A L I N G

Dedicated to the health of our community. 

Call 866-501-DOCS  
for information

People choose hospitals in the St. John 
Providence Health System because of our 
experienced doctors, superior technology and 
innovative procedures. More importantly, they 
trust St. John Providence Health System because 
we heal our community by caring for mind, 
body and spirit. For more information about a 
St. John Providence Health System hospital near 
you, visit stjohnprovidence.org. For a physician 
referral, call 866-501-DOCS(3627).

St. John hoSpital & Medical center • providence hoSpitalS–Southfield and providence park   
St. John MacoMb-oakland hoSpital • St. John river diStrict hoSpital  • brighton hoSpital

Lorna Thomas, M.D.

Dermatology, Dermatologic Surgery,
Cosmetic Dermatology and  

Skin Rejuvenation

Suite 566 Fisher Building
Detroit, Michigan
(313) 874-2500



Presenting Sponsor
Ford Motor Company Fund

Exhibition Sponsor
General Motors Foundation

The Choreographer Sponsors
Bank of America
General Motors
Levitation

Classical Ballet Sponsors
Mayor Dave Bing & First Lady Yvette Bing
Serena & Kieth Cockrell
Jo Coleman, The Culinary Studio
Detroit Medical Center /  
	 Vanguard Health Systems 
DTE Energy
Jennifer & David Fischer,  
	 The Suburban Collection
Cynthia & Edsel Ford, Pentastar Aviation
Grey Goose
Richard & Jane Manoogian Foundation
MGM Grand Detroit

Siebert Brandford Shank & Co., LLC

Neo-Classical Ballet Sponsors
Charter One Bank
Comerica
Compuware Corporation
Braylon Edwards Foundation
Curb Gardner Entertainment
Peggy Daitch & Peter Remington
The Delphi Foundation, Inc.
Retha & Walt Douglas
Art Van Eslander
Fifth Third Bank
Reginald Hartsfield, The Manors Skilled  
	 Nursing & Rehabilitation Centers
Danialle & Peter Karmanos Jr.
Nordstrom
PVS Chemicals, Inc.
Quicken Loans
St. John Providence Health System
Lorna Thomas, M.D.
Yazaki North America
Stephanie & Barry Zekelman



Contemporary Ballet Sponsors
Bodman PLC
Harold & Joann Braggs Jr.
Butzel Long
Dakkota Integrated Systems 
Mary Anne & Eugene Gargaro Fund
Christine Gavin-Patterson &  
	 Steven Sumberg
Greektown Casino
Lear Corporation
Mayfield Gentry
Nora Moroun
Sharon Madison Polk
Maureen & Roy Roberts
Marjorie Rose

Patron Sponsors
Anthony Adams
John Bernard
Betty & Bill Brooks
Gregory Eaton
David Fike
Dennis Johnson
Marion & William Jones
Florine Mark
John McGinnis
Juanita Moore
George N’Namdi
Alex Parrish
Bill Pickard
Glenda Price
Gregory Reed
The Riverfront Conservancy
Robert Schumake
Skillman Foundation
Barbara K. Hughes Smith, Ph.D.,  
	 Detroit Memorial Park Association
Joseph & Gail Smith
Keith Stallworth
Leamon Sowell
Reginald Turner



About Tony Roko
Tony quickly emerged as one of the Motor City’s 
most sought after artists. His work can be found at 
some of Detroit’s premiere exhibitions and most 
influential galleries. Self taught, he made his own 
path into the art world through the unique use of 
automotive paints and industrial enamels. These 
methods have positioned Tony Roko as an innovative 
and vernacular visual artist. His medium and its 
application is a direct by-product of working within 
the Motor City.  Roko’s work can be seen at the 
Motown Museum, and he has been commissioned 
by Coca-Cola to create original pieces. His work 
can also be viewed in the permanent private 
collections of the Michigan State Capital building 
and the Ford Motor Company. Roko has also recently 
been commissioned by the prestigious Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African American History to paint 
an original piece in honor of the 40th anniversary 
celebration of the Dance Theater of Harlem.

From the floors of the factory to the museum walls, 
Roko’s signature industrial grit can still be found in his 
work today.  
 
www.tonyroko.com



Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History
Founded in 1965 and located in the heart of Midtown Detroit’s Cultural Center, the Charles 
H. Wright Museum of African American History is the world’s largest institution dedicated to 
the African American experience.  The museum provides learning opportunities, exhibitions, 
programs and events based on collections and research that explore the diverse history 
and culture of African Americans and their African origins.  Housing over 30,000 artifacts 
and archival materials, The Wright Museum features:

	 ·	 125,000 square feet and seven exhibition areas devoted to African Americans  
		  and their stories
	 ·	 And Still We Rise: Our Journey Through African American History and Culture,  
		  the museum’s 22,000 square foot, interactive core exhibit
	 · 	 The Ford Freedom Rotunda and its 65-foot high glass dome; this architectural 
		  wonder is two feet wider than the State Capitol dome
	 ·	 Ring of Genealogy, a 37-foot terrazzo tile creation by artist Hubert Massey  
		  surrounded by bronze nameplates of prominent African Americans in history
	 ·	 92 flags displayed alphabetically by country and origin; these nations are  
		  places where significant numbers of African descendants reside
	 ·	 The Louise Lovett Wright Library and Robert L. Hurst Research Center
	 ·	 The General Motors Theater, a 317-seat facility for live performances, film screenings,  
		  lectures and presentations
	 ·	 A museum store that sells authentic African and African American art, books  
		  and merchandise.

 www.TheWright.org





Visit us at bankofamerica.com

© 2011 Bank of America Corporation 
SPN-109-AD | ARD1J1U2

When community members speak about supporting the arts, we 
respond to their call for making the possible actual. Valuing artistic 
diversity within our neighborhoods helps to unite communities, 
creating shared experiences and inspiring excellence.

Bank of America is proud to support The Charles H Wright Museum of 
African American History for its leadership in creating a successful 
forum for artistic expression.

We’re proud to support the voices of 
our community.



Cover: Dance of the Firebird, painting by Beth Martin

Charles H. Wright  
Museum of African American History 

315 East Warren Avenue 
Detroit,  MI 48201 

313.494.5800

www.TheWright.org

Rejoice  •  Relive  •  Reconnect


