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LAS VEGAS '  Sep tembe t  6 ,  5 :50  P l4

yea rs  pas t ,  t he  s l ogans  o f  t he  Je r r

Te le thon  f o r  Muscu la r  Dys t rophy  a re

and  Wa tch  t he  S ta r s  Come  Ou t ' '  and

M iss  a  Lo t . , -  A I I  r i gh t ,  t hen .  Th i s

up  w i t h  Je r r y  t h rough  t he  t e l e thon '

hou rs ,  m i ss i ng  no t  one  m inu te .
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Up  W i th  Je r r y

a  L i t t l e  and  You

in tend  t o  s tay

e  2L  and  a  ha l f

My  p1an ,  a  k i nd  o f  Vegas  an th ropo logy ,  i s  t o  s tudy  t he

te l e thon  f r om c lose  up ,  cons ide r i ng  i t  as  a  ve ry  pa r t i cu l a r

k i nd  o f  show  bus iness  phenomenon .  I t ' s  no t  my  i n ten t i on  t o

make  l i gh t  o f  t he  cause ,  wh i ch  i s  dead l y  se r i ous ;  t he

Muscu la r  Dys t rophy  Assoc .a t i on ,  wh i ch  i s  beyond  rep roach ;

o r  t he  t e l e thon ' s  f und ra i s i ng  reco rd -a  s tagge r i ng  s404

n r i l l i on  ove r  22  yea rs .  I t  s  t he  show  i t se l f  r  m  f asc ina teC

w i th .  M i x  pa thos  and  ba thos ,  f o l d  i n  t he  c l oy i ng  c l ubb iness

o f  o l d - t ime  show  b : - z ,  add  a  f ew  s ta r s  and  a  bunch  o f  hacks

and  re t reads ,  season  w i t h  f a t i gue  ove r  a  c rue l l y  ex tended

pe r i od  and  you  have  t he  t e l e thon -a  one -o f -a - k i nd  show

bus iness  even t ,  t he  k i nd  o f  even t  t ha t  cou ld  on l y  happen

r i gh t  he re  i n  Las  Vegas .  Lew is  moved  t he  show  ou t  o f  New

York  i n  L973 ,  acco rd ing  t o  Te le thon  Coo rd ina to r  Je r r y

We inbe rg ,  because  t he  TV  bus iness  had  l a rge l y  moved  f r om

the  Eas t  t o  t he  Wes t  Coas t .  Why  d idn ' t  t hey  t ake  i t  t o  Los

Ange les ,  t hen?  
"LA  i s  TV  and  mov ies , "  We inbe rg  says .

Las  Veqas  i s  En te r t a i nmen t .  i  can  a lmos t  hea r  h im

c a p i t a l i z e  t h e  E

N e r z e r  h a v i n g

u r h a f  i r  a 1 . n F / - F

b e e n  t o  L a s  V e g a s  b e f o r e ,  I  w a s n ' t  s u r e

:  d i s c r v e r e d  :  i g h l - -  a v r a y  - - h a t  V e g a s  i s  n o t



t he  k i nd  o f  t own  t ha t  s i t s  back  and  wa i t s  f o r  you  t o  f o rm

an  op in i on  o f  i i .  Vegas  mee ts  you  a t  t he  p l ane ,  g i ves  you  a

wedg ie  and  sc reams  " I  LOVE THIS  GUY,  LET 'S  HAVE SOI \48

FUN. "  On  t he  way  i n  f r om the  a i r po r t  I  passed  t he  Las

Vegas  Museum o f  Na tu ra l  H i s to r y r  whose  two -s to r y  b i l l boa rd

b a n n e r s  
" D I N O - M I G H T , f ea tu r i ng  T -Rex  and  T r i ce ra tops

L IVE . "  I  d rove  pas t  t he  Fabu lous  Pha rmacy .  The  s t r ee t

s i gns  t e l l  you  whe re  you  a re  by  ho te l  names  - j us t  pas t  t he

co rne r  o f  Las  Vegas  B l vd .  and  Dunes -F lam ingo  I  t u rned  l e f i

i n t o  Caesa r ' s  Pa lace ,  home  to  t he  t e l e thon  s i nce  L982 .

"Now go  s t r a i gh t  t h rough  t he  s l o t  s , "  t he  desk  c l e r k

to l d  me ,  pas t  C leopa t ra  s  Ba rge - tha t ' s  t he  b i g  boa t  i n

t he  wa te r - t u rn  l e f t  i n  t he  O l vmp ic  Cas ino  and  t ake  t he

e leva to r  by  t he  seven - foo t  s t a tue  o f  Joe  Lou i  s .  My  room,

I  d i scove red  when  I  go t  t he re  two  and  a  ha l f  hou rs  1a te r ,

had  an  oc tagona l  t i i ed  ba th tub  and  m i r ro r s  ove r  t he  bed .

The  p las t i c  s i gn  hang ing  f r om the  doo r  r eads  "Do  No t

D i s tu rbus .  I t  occu r red  t o  me  as  I  unpacked  t ha t  t he

te l e thon  cou ld  l og i ca l l y  be  he ld  i n  no  o the r  p l ace  on

e a r t n .

I  h a v e  s p e n t  m a n y  h o u r s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  w h a t  I
'm  

abou t  t o

do .  On  t he  p l ane  t r i p  ou t  f r om New Yo rk  I  r ead  l { i s  Wa l r

K i f f v  K c l l e v ' s  S i n : f . :  h i n -  q i - : r ' i  n r :  r r r n f l  
a n d  h a r d  a t  t h er \  r  u  L  I  

p  L  J  ,

p i c t u re  o f  F rank ,  Sammy ,  Dean ,  Pe te r  and  Joey  i n  Ocean  s

l l ,  s i l en t i y  sound ing  ou t  Ra t  Pack  s l ang  t o  myse l f :  t he

B i g  C a s i n o  i s  d e a t h ,  a n d  D u l l s v i l i e ,  O h i o  i s  a n y w h e r e  b u t

V e g a s .  L a s t  n i g h t  I  c r o s s e d  t h e  s r r e e L  t o  t h e  I m p e r i a l

P a l a c e  a n d  c a u g h t  t h e  e a r l y  s h o r v  o f  " L e g e n d s ,  a n



impe rsona to rs  r evue ,  s i ng ing  I us t i l y  a l ong

impe rsona to r  Tony  Ro i  and  t he  cas t  i n  t he i r

"V i va  Las  Vegas .  "  Be fo re  I  l e f  t  my  room a

d rank  two  po t s  o f  r oom se rv i ce  co f f ee .  The

on ions  may  have  been  a  bad  i dea .  Neve r  m ind

I t h i nk lmready .

w i t h  E I v i s

f i na le  o f

f ew  m inu tes  I

bu rge r  w i t h

The  PA  j us t  announced  t ha t  t he re  a re  10  m inu tes  t o  a r r .

The  25 ,000 -sq . - f t .  Spo r t s  Pav i l i on  i s  f i l l i ng  up ;  t he  I as t

f ew  gues t s ,  many  o f  t hem i n  b l ack  t i e ,  a re  be ing  shown  to

the i r  sea t s  by  wh i t e -un i f o rmed  m idsh ipmen  f r om the  Merchan t

Mar i ne  Academy .  The  t o te  boa rd  reads  S34 ,096 ,773 - Ias t

yea r  s  t o ta l .  Now  a  c rowd  o f  dance rs  j - n  mu l t i - co lo red  ra i n

s l i c ke rs  f i l e s  on  s tage .  Two  m inu tes  t o  go .  Rea l i t y  Check :

I  can  see  a  s l i ve r  o f  b r i gh t  sun l i gh t  t h rough  t he  open  f i r e

doo rs .  A  s tagehand  sw ings  t hem shu t  and  we  re  i n  t he  da rk .

The  dance rs  tw i r l  t he i r  umbre l l as  ne rvous l y  as  t he  I 0 -

second  coun tdown  beq ins .

6 :00  pm:  A i r t ime .  The  g i r l s - I  have  l ea rned  i n

t ime  he re  t ha t  f ema le  s i nqe rs  and  dance rs  a re

beg in  t o  ch i r p  
"Dooby -doop -do .  "  I t  i s  

" q i  ' ^ i  ' " '

Ra in , "  f o r  no  appa ren t  r eason .  House  f i gh t s  up

^ l - . ^ - e
r l t y  J r l u !  L

n i  r l  < '  
' -

'  
i n  t he

fu l l .  A  l o t

o f  app lause .

L A O  I  E S

the  nex t  2L

H E T E  S

c h a i r m a n  o f

L e w ] - s  !  J e r

i n t r o d u c e s

a  n d  o e n  I  I  e m e n  ,  c h e
Y - . . " : v 1 . l 9 l r ,

a n d  a  h a l - f  h o u r s

P A  a n n c u n c e r  s a y s ,  f o r

n h  r n \ /  C n r j.  v l r  l t l )  U v U .

t h e  m a n  w h o  s t a r t e d  i t  a l i ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l

t h e  M u s c u l a r  D y s t r o p h y  A s s o c i a t r o n - M r .  J e r r y

r \ 7  A n r p r q  T a )  2  o f  a n r l i n n  . r r r : i i n n  i l - r ^ h
L f  L r r u L L J  L v  c 1  > L O .  l I L r f  l r l j  \ J V d , L I \ J t l t  L t l E l l

s ome  ve ry  spec ia l  peop l  e ,  Casey  Kasem en re rs



i n  a  show-b i z  t r o t ,  and  t hanks  Je r r y  f o r  a l l ow ing  h im  to

pa r t i c i pa te .  Je r r y  i n t r oduces  Ju l i us  LaRosa r  p robab l y  t he

bes t  s i nge r  who  eve r  l i ved ,  bu t  I 'm  p re jud i ced  because  he ' s

my  dea r  i r i end . "  Ju l i us  runs  ou t  i n  a  show-b i z  t r o t ,  and

thanks  Je r r y  f o r  a l l ow ing  h im  to  pa r t i c i pace .  Je r r y

i n t r oduces  Sammy Dav i s  J r . ,  "who  w i l l  a lways  be  he re  f o r

wha teve r  I  need  h im  to  do ,  and  t on igh t  t ha t ' s  l e t  me  l ove

h im .  
'  

Sammy :  
"Th i s  yea r ,  man ,  i s  gonna  be  t he  bes t .  I

I ove  you .  We  re  cook ing  now .  Je r r y  b r i ngs  ou t  Ed  McMahon ,

" f he  o i an t  who  has  s tood  bes ide  f t!,  a  ma rve lous  f o t ce .

Ed  k i sses  Je r r y .  " { ou  ready  t o  go? 'he  asks .  " Le t ' s  do

i t .  Je r r y  asks  i ha t  t he  t o teboa rd  be  w iped  c l ean ,  and  i t

r ese t s  t o  S0 ,000 ,000 .  "My  
God  i t ' s  a  l ong  n i gh t ,  "  

Je r r y

says .  The  aud ience /  mos t  o f  whom w i l l  be  l eav ing  a t  l : L5 ,

l augh  app rec ia t i ve l y .  I  don  t .

6 :19  pm:  Caesa r  s  i s  desc r i bed  i n  a  p romo t i ona l  f i lm  as

'  ' t he  
beau tv  . c  * ^ - ' ^  :  ' - - - t - na t i on  showcased  i n  a  wonde r l ands r r L  v e u u u  ) '  J L  l t l a l l  >  ! I t t d , 9  I

o f  exc i t emen t .  
'

6 : 35  pm:  We  re  go ing  t o  t r y  t o  en te r t a i n  and  i n fo rm

you  as  bes t  we  can  ove r  t he  nex t  2 I  and  a  ha l f  hou rs ,

Je r r y  says .  He  keeps  say ing  t ha t .  Has  a  who le  ha l f  hou r  c f

my  young  l i f e  no t  j us t  s l i pped  by?  I 'm  s ta r t i ng  t o  wo r r y .

F , . ? 7  n m .  , T p r r w  i n f  r n r i r r r - q g  M i a m i  S O u n d  M a C h i n e .  T h e

I i gh t s  go  down  and  t he  c rowd  l e t s  ou t  an  expec tan t  Oooooh .

Bu t  t he  g roup  i sn ' t  he re .  i t  s  on  t ape .  The  beg inn inqs  o f

d i sg run t l ed  mu t te r  r un  t h rough  t he  aud ience ,  who  s i t

s i l e n t l y  i n  t h e  d a r r  a n d  ' , / a t c h  o n  b i g  v i d e o  s c r e e n s .  I

p a u s e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i m p ' i c a t i c n s  o f  t h i s :  I  c o u l d  i u s t  a s



eas i l y  be  s i t t i ng  i n  my  room r i ga t  now ,  soak ing  i n  t he

oc tagona l  ba th tub  and  ea t i ng  Sh r imp  Lou ie  and  wa tch ing  on

TV .  I  dec ide  t o  s t j - c k  a round ,  bu t  have  t o  con f  ess  I  f ee l  a

b i t  chea ted .

6 :4L  pm:  "Th i s  gen t l eman  i s  du rab le ,  "  Je r r y  says ,

"because  he  on l y  does  qua l i t y .  And  he  on l y  does  qua l i t y

because  t ha t ' s  t he  way  he  t h i nks .  And  he ' s  a  supe r  t a l - en t .

l 4 r .  Pau l  Anka . "  Pau l  l ooks  p re t t y  good  i n  a  wh i t e  su i t  and

ma tch ing  shoes  and  sun tan  t he  co lo r  o f  mahogany  venee r .  I 'm

h o o i n o  h e ' l l  c i n n  
' ' n i t n ^ ' '  

o r  
' ' p 1 ; . r . r y  

f . n r r o  h r r { -  i . s t g a d
r r v f r r l r y  r r L  ! !  J l l l 9  L ) L d , ! L d ,  \ J l -  r L j y y y  ! U V E  I  U u  L  f  l l

i t ' s  a  s l owed -down  ve rs i on  o f  "Pu t  You r  Head  on  my

Shou lde r . "  Pau l  i s  Look ing  more  and  more  I i ke  F rank

S ina t ra  as  t he  yea rs  go  by ,  r i gh t  down  to  t he  hunched

shou lde r  and  t he  qu i ck  s r imace  and  t he  hand  moved  i n  l i t t l e

c i r c l es  I i ke  a  choppe r  b l ade  t o  convey  wo r l d -wea r i ness ,  o t

r es i gna t i on ,  o r  some th ing .  Now he  s  s i ng ing  a  spec ia l t y

v e r s i o n  o f  " M y  W a y  :  W h e n  J e r r y  p h o n e d / I  s w e a r  I  g r o a n e d

/ T  m  u 7 c ) r ; ' :  ̂ ^  - ^ ^  r r " ^ ^ F F  z B r r i  , T e r r v  s a i d Z ' A i i v e  o r.  /  L  l r r  w v L N f r r 9  L r l c  i \ u g \ J s L /  u u L  u c L ! I

dead /So  I ' 11  do  i t  h i s  way  A f t e r  he  s i ngs  t he  l i ne

" I ' d  l i ke  t o  hea r  a  t hunde rous  hand , "  he  shou ts  "G i ve

im the  hand I The  app lause  s  i gn  f  l - ashes  on  .  App lause  . I

l i k ethank  you /uyyyy  wa i i eee .  S L a n d i n q  o v a t i o n .  I  f e e l

I  v e  h a d  a  v e r y  f a s t ,  v e r y  v i g o r o u s  m a s s a g e .

7 : 0 0  p m :  B a c k  f r o m  a  b r e a k  a  m j - n u t e  o r  t w o  e a r l y ,  t h e

c r e w  i s  c a u g h t  c n - c a m e r a  s e c  F - i - n g  u p  s o m e  s t a g e  g e a r  .  J e r r y

a b u s e s  t h e m  i o r  a  m i n u t e ,  w h i c h  i s  p r e t c y  f u n n y .  N o v r  h e ' s

c o m i n g  u p  i n t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  a  b u c k e t .  " T h e r e  s

s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  v r a r m  a n d  L o v i n g  a b c u t  p e o p l e  g i  v  L r : , e  t  h e



says .  A  guy  asks  i f  he  wan ts  a  s25  ch ip  o r  a  , $10  b i 1 l .

" pu t  t he  $25  ch ip  i n :he re , "  Je r r y  commands ,  and  t he  guy

does .  
"Now g imme the  $ I0  b i f  I .  "  The  guy  does '

7206  pm:  Je r r y  i n t r oduces  Tom Jones ,  one  o f  t he

in f i n i t e l y  f o remos t  en te r t a i ne rS  no t  on l y  on  t he  Las  Vegas

c { - r ' i n  h r r f  i  n  t he  en t i r e  wo r l d .  
'  '  

Jones  bumps  h i s  way  i n to
J  L  L  r  [ J  t  v u  L

a  ve rs i on  o f  " sou l  Man , -  f  r om wh i ch  eve ry  h i n t  o i  f unk  has

been  exc i sed .  I t  comes  ou t  sound ing  l i ke  "The  s t r i ppe r .

I  m  reasonab l y  su re  t h i s  i sn ' t  wha t  Sam and  Dave  had  i n

m ind .

7 :L5  pm:  The  f i r s t  b reak .  The  na t i ona l  t e l e thon  w i l l  go

o f f  f o r  15  m inu tes  eve ry  hou r  and  l oca l  s t a t i ons  w i l l  f i I I

t he  t ime ;  he re  i n  Las  Vegas '  new  aud iences  w i t l  c yc l ed  i n .

7 :30  pm:  He  s  back .  A  b r i e f  sv re l t  i n  t he  app lause  nea r l y

b r i ngs  us  up  t o  S tand ing  O  i 3 ,  bu t  t a i l s  o f f .

7  t 38  pm:  "G imme a  number  r  
"  Je r r y  c r i es ,  "  t ympan i  !  "

As  ke t t l ed rums  ro l l  Lhe  t . o teboa rd  t u rns  ove r  t o  $1 ,0L7 ,573 '

7244  pm:  Je r r y  geLS  a  cheCk  f r om an  execu t i ve  vP  o f  1 -

I l .  "Can  you  be l i eve ,  Je r r y ,  t he  VP  asks ,  
" t ha t  i t  was

LZ  yea rs  ago  we  me t? "  
"My  m ind  doesn ' t  compu te  t ha t ,

Je r r y  assu res  h im .

7  z5L  pm:  Je r r y  i n t r oduces  my  ma in  man ,  sammny  Dav i s

J r . "  Sammy ,  ded i ca t i ng  h i s  pe r f o rmance  t c  a  f e l l ow

pe r fo rmer  s t r i c ken  w i t h  MS:  " I  know  some  peop le  t h i nk ,  i t

-  i  ^ ' r -  d ^ n n r  h , a n n e n  t o  r h e  e n t e f  t a f  n e f  S .  I t  C a n  t  h a p p e n  t o
d ,  ! l l  L  9 \ J l I r r a  

r r q y y s r r  L v

t hem.  
'  '

? . ( ' Q  n m .  Q l m m r r  n n " n r i c  ^ f ^ - F
I  a  J O  P l L t ;  J c t t l u t t y  > ( J u I r L . r 5  v  L  c a ' -

l r r r q , i n e q , e , 5 8  v!' ^ - ^  t r  F - h i s
t  = a L  >  \  a  N l l v v /  L

.  H e  h a s  b e e n  i n  s h o w

b e c a u s e  i t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g



he  t e l l s  t he  aud ience ;  t hey  app laud )  and  he  wea rs  t he  yea rs

l i ke  a  cha rnp ionsh ip  be l - t .  B i g  hand  when  he ' s  done .  "Tha t

man  i s  SEVEN FOOT N INE , "  Je r r y  t e l l s  t he  aud ience  sobe r l y .

B :07  pm:  Ou r  nex t  gues t  i s  a  ve ry  b r i gh t  and  t a l en ted

young  Lad .y  ,  Je r  r y  says  i n  i n t r oduc ing  E layne  Boos le r .

Boos le r  i s  f unny  and  I 'm  su re  she ' s  smar t ,  bub  why  i s  i t

on l y  comed ians  who  a re  i n t r oduced  as  "b r i gh t "?  Wha t  does

th i s  say  abou t  s i nge rs  and  dance rs?  I  don ' t  even  wan t  t o

th i nk  abou t  t he  imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  m imes .

B :30  pm:  "H i yo ,  Ed  says ,  and  t he  aud ience  H i yos  r i gh t

back .  Ed  i n t r oduces  Je r r y .  Ve ry  c l ose  t o  a  S tand ing  O- the

house  l i gh t s  come  up ,  wh i ch  I ' ve  rea l i zed  i s  t he  cue  f o r  an

aud ience  sho t .  Bu t  no  d i ce .

R .  ? ?  n m .  , T e r r r z  i n f  r n d r r r - e s  T o n v  O r l  a n d o  i n  N e w  Y O r k ,  a n dQ . J J  - " " J

n r a  i  qeq  f he  deo th  o f  h i s  commi tmen t  t o  MDA.  Wh i l e  I

ce r t a i n l y  don ' t  qua r re l  w i t h  t ha t ,  I  do  wonde r  how  ha rd  i t

r a :  l ' r  r z  . i  o  F a r  T n n r r  t -  o  k o p n  t h e  d a t e  C l e a r  O n  h i s  c a l e n d a r .I  E a ! ! y  ! J  ! V L  ! V r r j  L v  ^ E s } /

Neve r  m ind .  Tony  s i ngs  some tn ing  ca l l ed  He re  s  t o  You .

I t  s  u t t e r l y  emp ty .  Yeah !  Yeah !  Je r r y  c r i es .  Okay '

we ' I I  keep  t he  exc i - t emen t  go ing -he re  s  F rank  S inac ra !

a . A ' 2  n m .  C i - - r - -  F r a a  n f ' l  a n r ' i -  r - i + - ' r  - i ^ - e  " ! . l h t a
u . = J  v J - i l d L L d , y  L L ( r l i t  d L r c L l l L - r u  \ - r L y  i  5 f  i i 9 5  v t i l d u  N O W

M y  L o v e  a n d  
" N e w  Y o r k ,  N e w  Y o r k .  

"  
I t ' s  k i n d  o f  s a d  t o

s e e .  N o b o d y  l o v e s  h i s  o l d  F r a n k  S i n a t r a  r e c c r d s  m o r e  t h a n

r n!,  b u t  t o n i g h t  S i n a t r a  i s  r u n n i n g  o n  f  u m e s  a n d  h i s  m i n d  i s

e l s e w h e r e -  I  a m  a b o u t  c o  b e  a  b r a n d  n e w  s i - a r  t  o f  i t  i n  o l d

N e w  Y o r k ,  
' h e  

s i n g s  a t  o n e  p o i n t .  T h e  V e g a s  c r o w d  l o v e s

! ^ : -  ^ 1 - ^ ^ i  ^ ^  - l  ^ ^ ^  r r ^ ^ n . l  I "  - ^ r l  ^ i . ' i  n n  l - r i m  F hn I m  a n y W a y r  C f a p p r r t g  a I O I ] 9  f a g g e O f y  a n O  Y i v ! r r Y  ! r r r l L  u r r!

b i g g e s t  h a n d  o f  t h e  n i g h t  r v h e n  h e ' s  t h r o u g h .  
'  ' T h e  

b e s t  !



The  bes t ! "  Je r r y  ho l l e r s .  I 'm  beg inn ing  t o  no t i ce  t ha t

i t ' s  Je r r y  s  hab i t  t o  say  t h i ngs  tw i ce .  My  m ind  i s

wande r i ng  t oo .  Maybe  i t ' s  t he  Roman  mo t i f  he re  a t  Caesa t  s r

bu t  I  can ' t  he lp  no t i c i ng  t ha t  S ina t ra  s  ha i r p i ece -a

cu r i ous l y  swep t - f o rwa rd  a f f a i r -makes  h im  l ook  L i ke  t he

Empero r  C laud ius  a f t e r  a  l ong  n i gh t  a t  t he  ba ths .

No te  t o  Mr .  S ina t ra :  The  f o rego ing  was  o f  cou rse  a

ha rm less  j oke ,  and  was  i n tended  t o  convey  : l o  d i s respec t .

" Le t  me  te l l  you  abou t  g i an t s  Je r r y  i s  say ing

down  on  s tage .

9 :15  pm:  I  t ake  my  f i r s t  b reak ,  hus t l i ng  t o  t he  t e l e thon

commissa ry  f c r  a  cup  o f  co f f ee  and  some  McDona ld ' s

Choco la t y  Ch ip  Cook ies .  I t  occu rs  t o  me  as  I  r ush  back -

t he re  a re  on l y  abou t  L2  m inu tes  pe r  hou r  du r i ng  wh i ch

aud ience  members  can  en te r  and  I eave  t he  Spo r t s  Pav i l i on -

t ha t  I  am  i n  one  swoop  do ing  two  t h i ngs  t ha t  we re  f o rb i dden

to  me  as  a  ch i l d :  s t ay i ng  up  a l l  n i gh t  and  ea t i ng  j unk .  And

tha t  I  am,  i n  a  sense ,  ge t t i ng  pa id  t o  do  t hese  t n i ngs '

Amer i ca .  The  sky  ove r  t he  dese r t  i s  c l ea r  and  b lue .

9 :30 :  "H i - yo , "  Ed  says .  Back  on  t he  a i r .  Je r r y

i n t r oduces  t he  McDona I r l ' s  A I I -Amer  i ca  H igh  schoo l  Jazz

band ,  who  a re  t e r r  j - f  j - c .  F i ne  company ,  McDona ld ' s .  G rea t

b a n d ,  g r e a t  c o o k i e s .

9 : 4 4  p m :  J a c k  J o n e s  d o e s  t h e  t i - t l e  s o n g  f  r o m  h i s  n e w

a l b u m ,  
" I  A m  a  S i n g e r " :  I  a m  a  s i n g e r / I  s i n g  y o u r  s o n g z ' I

L I I C i v o r d s  c o  l i f e  .  / / A n d  i  v i a i i  f o r  y c u r  a p p L a u s eb r i n

W e i l ,  a I l -  r i q h t .  B r r t  i s n ' :  t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  v i e i r d l l z

s e L f  - r e f  e r e n t i a l  a b o u t  ' . h l  s ?  N o t  t o  i n e n t i o n  s e i f  -



cong ra tu l a to r y?  Now he ' s  s i ng ing  t he  "Love  Boa t "  t heme ,  a

song  he  w i l l  p robab l y  f ee l  cons t ra i ned  t o  do  un t i l  he  i s  a

l i t t l e  o l d  l ounge  s i nge r .  The  aud ience  chuck les .  A re  t hey

Iaugh ing  w i t h  h im  o r  a t  h im?  No  way  t o  t e l l .  Have  t o  adm i t

he  h i t s  a  coup le  o f  spec tacu la r  h i gh  no tes  a t  t he  end ,

t houqh .  So  i t  a i n ' t  "Tosca .  A  h i gh  no te  s  a  h i gh  no te .  I

am go ing  t o  need  Eo  f i gu re  ou :  some  way  Eo  ge t  t o  t he

commissa ry  and  be l t  down  some  d inne r  and  ge t  back  i n  L2

m] -nu tes .

l n . n ?  n m .  -  '  n h : n n o z l  n r r F F i F c  { - n n  i n l - n
-  r . ^ . , .  S a m m y  S  b a C k .  \ - r l a r r y c u  v u L ! r L S  7  L ( J Q T  r r l L U  a

k i nd  o f  t o reado r  dea l .  I 'm  ve ry  p l eased  abou t  my  man  Mr .

S ina t t d r "  he  says .  
"He  was  Look ing  good ,  and  h i s  chops

were  i n  f i ne  f e t t l e .  F ranc i s ,  i f  you  re  wa tch ing ,  he re ' s

one  r  o  r . r -Ke  t o  l av  on  vou .  
'  

Now  th i s  i s  mo re  l i ke  i t .

Jack  Jones  can  h i t  t he  h i gh  no tes -bu t  Sammy  Dav i s  J r .  i n

r  ^ -  r 7 ^ ^ ^ ^  ^ ;  ^  - :  ^ ^  "  n - l  T  r m  m ^  l  l  i  n a  V n r .
r J d r  v c g a r  D r r r g r r r y  n r l u  r  d I R  T e l l i n g  Y o u  I  m  N o t  G o i n g

and  ded i ca t i ng  i t  t o  Mr .  F rank  S ina t ra  i n  A t l an t i c  C i t y?

Th i s  i s  show  bus iness .  Sammy ,  f o r  t hose  o f  you  wno  i i ke  t o

keep  t r ack  o f  t h i s  so r t  o f  t h  j - ng ,  i s  wea r  i ng  s i x  b i g  r  i ngs

and  some th ing  t ha t  l ooks  l i ke  t he  as t ro - s i gn  meda i l i ons  t he

Sw i .ng ing  Czechos lovak  B ro the rs  used  t o  v /ea r  on  Sa tu rday

N I i  d h f  f . i  r r o

r r ^ . .  . : !  -  F r i e n d q h i n -  aM J W  . l -  L  5  r  L  l c l r u J r l l u 7

m h :  ^  ' ;  ̂  ^ ^ ^  1  f  v r n  n l  r f  n r a ) q  i nt I I a J  a -  U U V !  t  L w V  V ! u  v !  v -

^ r - ^ . , ' - ^ - ^ r .  i  ̂  * h a t  u s e d  t o  k n o c kS t l u v / r r r a r r J ! r  r P  L r

_ ! _ r  ^  n L ^  c ^ _  . 1 e  
t5 L f  I | J r  I t I E  - ' v ( J  5 c E l t t T  J - \ J L  L l

L ^ . . :  ' . ^  -  L  ;  i  m a
L l d , v I l l ( j  d  9 L E C l L  

L r r L l c .

d u e t  w i  t h  S a m m y  a : : d  J e r  r y

a c t i o n ,  t h e  k i n d  o f

e m  d e a d  o u : s i i e  c n  c h e

i r s t  t i m e  t o n i g h t ,  t o  b e

' I  
O .  ? O  r 1 m :  

- i { i r . z r r  
-  t r c i  q ; w q  -  T w o  v e r v  n  i  n e  \ . / n r n . r  I  a r j  i  g S

! v . i v  P l 1 t ,  
r r ! / v ,  u u  J q ) / r  - I " * ^ , Y



have  sneaked  me  i n  some  m i l k  and  l 4cDona ld ' s  Choco la t y  Ch ip

cook ies  f r om the  commissa ry ,  a  s t r i c t  v i o l a t i on  o f  t e l e thon

ru l - es .  I  m  g ra te fu l ,  bu t  s t ash  t hem i n  my  bag .  The  p lace  i s

c raw l i ng  w i t h  n i dsh ipmen .

Je r r y  i n t r oduces  
'  ' t he  

und i spu ted  champ ion  o f  t he  a r t  o f

m im ic t y ,  Mr .  R i ch  L i t t Le , "  and  t he  c rowd  goes  nu t s .  Bu t

I  m  s ta r t i ng  t o  ge t  h i p .  No t  t o  t ake  any th i ng  away  f  r om l i ' I r  .

R  j - ch  L i t t l e ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  a  f  r esh  c rowd .  The  f  i r s t  ac t  o f

t he  hou r  a lways  ge t s  a  huge  hand .  
' Le t  

s  do  some  s i ng ing

impress i - ons ,  
'  '  

l 4 r .  R i ch  L i t t l e  says .  
'  ' You  

I : - ke  Ne i t

D iamond?"  Rea l  r i s ky  cho i ce ,  R i ch .  Mr .  R i ch  L i t t l e  c l oses

w i t h  a  F red  As ta i - r e  t r i bu te .  When  t he  l i gh t s  go  down  fo r  a

f i lmed  segmen t  I  sneak  some  McMi l k  and  cook ies .  I 'm

s ta r t i ng  t o  r un  down .

l n . 4 (  n m .  i F l - . n  r - a r a * - a e a  / - \ r  l - h r a o  f l l t \ 7 q .  h i ' i  l i n a  f h e m - ^ 1 ' - - ^r u :  q : l  
P l t t :  I I l g  L ( J d S t g L  5  r  - -  *  2 - - r  r  U r r r r r 1 9  L l l s l t t b e r v e b

as  such .  Where  i s  Ea r l  "SpeeCo"  Ca r ro l l ?  None  o f  t hese

guys ,  excep t  maybe  t he  one  i n  t he  l l - f oo t  A f ro  t oupee '

l ooks  o1d  enough  t o  be  a  CoasEer .  And  none  seems  ab le  t o

s tay  on  key .  Th i s  i s  dep ress ing .  Je r r y  j o i ns  t hem fo r  a

I  i t - f  l  e  f an r - v  s f  enn ino  Thank  God .  Fo r  a  m inu te  t he re  I  was

te r r i f i ed  t hey  we re  go ing  t o  come  up  i n to  t he  aud ience  and

s ta r c  shak ing  hands ,  t he  l as t  despe ra te  p l oy  o f  che  dy ing

en te rca ine r .  They ' r e  o f f .  i l o l d  i t .  They ' r e  back .  I t ' s

' Y a c k e t v  
Y a k . '  T h e v  r e  r c n p : l i n n  f h c  f i t l e  o v e r  a n d  o v e r-  ' " Y

v rh i - l e  t he  band  o lavs  rea i  l oud .  i  be i i eve  t h i s  r - s  wha t  i s

re f  e r red  t o  i n  Vegas  as  "  b reak in3  i c  up .  "My  God ,  
"

Je r r y  says ,  " 6 i  yea rs  o l d  and  he re  i  am  danc ing  l i ke  a

bananahead . "  The  t o teboa r< l  goes  up .  
'You  

re  my  good  l uck



cha rm,  Je r r y  says  t o  Ed ,  vo i ce  p i t ched  l ow  and  s i nce re '

and  k i sses  h im  on  t he  cheek .

10 :52  pm:  A  rep resen ta t i ve  o f  t he  Teams te rs  hands  Je r r y

a  check  f o r  S200 ,000 .  I 'm  no t  su re ,  bu t  I  be l i eve  he ' s  t he

Teams te rs  v i ce -p res iden t  i n  cha rge  o f  t h i s  so r t  o f  t h i n9 .

10 :57  pm:  Je r r y  i n t r oduces  l " l au reen  McGove rn :  "To  mos t

i - x . i  -  I  r ^ r '  a F  c n  n d  i  o  l z n n r . r n  a S  a  W O f  l d - C l a S S  e n t g f  t a i n g fL I I I S  J - c t L . l y  ( J L  J \ J t 1 9  ! -  N l l v w r r

Mau reen  s : - ngs  
' Jazz  

B : ' r d .  "  I  have  s ta r t ed  open l y

ea t i ng  cook ies .  These  Lh ings  a re  g rea t .  Pu re  suga r .  I  f ee l

l i ke  I  cou ld  l i c k  t he  who le  wo r l d .  No t  bea t  i t ,  m ind  You ,

ac tua l l y  l i c k  i t .  I  know  i t ' s  s t r ange ,  bu t  t ha t ' s  how  I

f ee l .  I  don ' t  know .  Maybe  I  ve  a l r eady  seen  more  o f  t h i s

show  Lhan  one  pe rson  shou ld  see .

1 I : 07  pm:  "The re  a re  f ew  t r ue  I egends  i n  show  bus iness ,

bu t  t h i s  man  i s  one  oE  them, "  Je r r y  says ,  b r i ng ing  ou t  Joe

w i l l i ams .  Joe  W i l l i ams  i s  wonde r fu l .  C lass  w i l l  t e l 1 .

1 I : 30  pm:  Ed :  "H i yo .  "  The  cha rm o f  t h i s  i s  s t a r t i ng  t o

wea r  a  b i t  t h i n .  The  l l : 30  c rowd  i s  r ea l  I i ve l y -pe r i i ous l y

c l ose  t o  a  S tand ing  O .  
"Ou r  nex t  gues t s  have  b rough t  new

d imens ions  t o  dance  mus i c  as  l ve l l  as  t o  r ock , '  
'  

Je r r y  says  '

. i  n l - r n r l r r n i  n a  r r i  n o 6  R o i  n o n  T h i S  S e e m s  a  b i t  O V e f  S t a t e d  t Of  l l L l v q u L r r r Y  v l l l Y v  ! v l t l v v .  -

m e .  O i n g o  B o i n g o  i s  g e n u i n e l y  t e r r i b i e .  M a y b e  t h i s  i s

b e c a u s e  i t ' s  n o t  e x a c : I y  a  C B G B ' s  c r o r , v d  t h e y ' r e  p l a y i n g  t o ,

o r  m a y b e  i t ' s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e e n i  t o  b e  s i n g i n g  c o  a  m u d d y

n r p - r p r . r r r r i e d  ^ - ^ i '  i  ̂ ^  ; '  v i h i c h  n o  o n e  c a n  h e a r  v e r v  w e L i .
l . , l - E  L C U \ J L U C U  U c t U N I I I V  L r A L \  Y / t l ! U L l  l r V  V L l s

T h e  a u d i e n c e  s t a r e s  b a c k  a t  t h e m  i n  f r a n k  b a f f l e m e n t ,

w o n d e r i n g  a l m o s t  a u d i b l y  i v h y  t h e y  c o u l d n  t  h a v e  g o t t e n

F r a n k  c r  S a m m y  c r  e v e n  M r .  R i c h  L i t t i e  i n  t h e i r  s e g m e n t .  i t



occu rs  bo  me  as  my  n ind  wande rs  t ha t  be fo re  I  go  t o  bed  I

w i l l  hea r  Ed  say  "H i yo "  enough  t imes  f o r  one  mon th  o f

Ton igh t  shows .

11 :44  pm:  I t  s  qua r te r  t o  t h ree  i n  t he  morn ing  back  home

in  New Yo rk ,  wh i ch  means  t ha t  t he  ca r  a l a rm  unde r  my  w indow

has  been  wa i l i nq  f o r  abou t  40  m inu tes .  I  am  s ta r t i ng  t o

- i  - ^  i  + -
t L L l D J  r  L .

1 1 :50  pm:  Je r r y :  He re  s  a  l ady  who  rea l l y  wa l ks  w i t h

s t y l e  and  who  rea l l y  s i ngs  w i t h  s t y i e ,  and  we  re  ve ry  g l ad

to  have  he r  wa l k  and  s i ng  r i ghL  he re -M iss  Susan  An ton .  
'

"We ' re  gonna  do  f o r  you  he re  i n  t h i s  m idn igh t  hou r , "

Susan  says  d rama t i ca l l y ,  t he  band  vamp ing  beh ind  he r ,

b l ues  .  
'  '  

We l -1 ,  su re .  When  I  t h i nk  o f  t ha t  g rea t  A f  r o -

t h e

Amer i can  a r t  f o rm ,  Susan  An ton  s  t he  f i r s t  pe rson  i  t h i nk

o f .  Look ,  f e t ' s  t a l k  sc ra i ghc  he re .  Susan  An ton  i s  go rgeous -

I  am s tudy ing  he r  r n i n i sk i r t  even  as  I  w r i t e  Lh i s -bu t  Bess ie

Smi th  she  i sn ' t .  PeopLe  i n  m in i - sk i r t s  shou ld  no t  a t t emp t

to  s i ng  t he  b i ues .  Oh ,  I  l n  so r r y .  I  m  s ta rE i : l g  t o  be  so

t i r ed  and  t he  s i gh t  o f  Susan  An ton  yow l i ng  he r  way  t h rough

a  b ig -bea t  r end i t i on  o f  S t range  Th ings  A re  Happen ing '  
'  

i s

mak ing  me  c ranky ,  and  r  m  ou t  o f  McCook ies  bes ides .  I n  a

f  ew  m inu tes  i t  w i i l  be  m idn igh t  - a  new  day .  I  m  t h i n l c i ng  o f

how  n i ce  i t  r , ; ou ld  be  t o  qo  ou t s i de  and  b reache  some  o f  t ha t

f  r esh  dese r t  a i r .  Now  Susan  i s  s i ng ing  Bob  DyJ -an ' s

Fo reve r  Young .  Th i s  i s  a  p rob iem.  "Remernbe r  wha t  r ^ i e  r e

he re  f o r ,  Susan  c r l es  cve r  t he  mus1c .  Go  t o  you r  phones

a n d  m a k e  t h o s e  c a l i s  s o  e v e r y o n e  h a s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s t a y

F n r o r ; e r  \ / r . t r i r
r ' -  ^ ^ 1 9 I h e  ' ; v o m a n  n e x t  t o  m e  l o o k s  a t  n e r



W d  L U t l  r

t 2 : 00  m idn iqh t :  Je r r y  t r i es  t o  t hank  Ch ie f  He len

R . i nde rspocke r ,  t he  o f f i ce r  i n  cha rge  o f  t he  nava l

rec ru i t e r s  who  f e r r y  peop le  a round  Las  Vegas  on  show  day r

mang les  he r  namer  eoo f s  on  i t  f o r  a  f u l l  m inu te '  t hen  says

God  b less  you ,  He len .

L2205  am:  Je r r y ,  i n t r oduc ing  Ju l i us  LaRosa :  
'  

As  f i ne

w i  n e q  r r e i  h e f  f  e r  -  h e  n p i q  h e i i e r - ' . ' o e a l  I  v  a n d  i  n  P V e r v  o t h g ri ? I l l E -  Y g u  
v r L u L !  t

way .  La  Rosa  i s  ano the r  one  o f  t hose  du rab l -e  o l d  p ros  who

wear  t he i r  yea rs  we I I .  He  sounds  g rea t  s i ng ing  "W i thou t  a

Song .  
'  '

L2230  am:  Je r r y  s  back .  No  Ed ,  t hough -h i s  open ing

announcemen t  i s  on  t ape .  So  much  f o r  my  "Mon th  o f  H i yos "

theo ry .  Je r r y  i n t r oduces  Mr .  T .  Casey  Kasem s l i ps  beh ind

the  co -hos t ' s  pod ium as  Je r r y  ano  Mr .  T  cha t .  ( " i  been  by

Fhe  noo l  s i on in ' a r r t - oo raohs  and  t ha t .  I  l o ve  be in ' he re  f o r

t he  ch i i d rens .  Th i s  i s  Mr .  T  t a l k i ng ,  noc  j e r r y .  l  Casey ' s

appea rance  i s  p rob lemac i c .  Casey  Kasemr  ds  f a r  as  I  know '

has  no  s i gna tu re  say ing  comparab le  t o  Ed ' s  "H i yo .  "  Wha t ' s

Casey  Kasem go ing  t o  do  t o  ge t  che  c rowd  up  ac  che  s ta r t  o f

t he  hou r ,  coun t  down  the  Top  40?  Tha t  w i l l  cake  t oo  l ong ,

espec ia l l y  w i t h  t hose  i n te rm inab le  t r i v i a  ques t i ons .  I  am

F e e l  i  n o  v p r v  I  i  r c r i  -  e n r i  ^ m  i - o ^  i  n n  i  n n  F n  U n d e f  S C a n d  t h gL C s ! r I r Y  v s L I  u r r L u t  q r r u

c o n c e p t  o f  l o w e r  b a c k  p a i n .

N o w  l r , 1 r .  T  c i i m b s  u p  i ; r t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e /  a n d  a s  h e  g o e s

J e r r y  l e a d s  t h e  L o u  B r o v i n  o r c h e s t r a  i n  " A  P r e t ' u y  G i r l  I s

L i k e  a  M e l o d y . "  T h i s  i s  o a m n  f u n n y  w h e n  j e r r y  l e t s  h i m s e l - f

s l i p  i n t o  u n ! / a r n i s h e d  s i l l i - n e s s ,  i - r! s  s t i i i  a  v e r y  f u n n y



man .  Je r r y  t e l l s  Mr .  T  t o  s i t ,  because  he ' s  go ing  t o

i n t r oduce  one  o f  t he  b ro the rs -Sammy Dav i s  J r .  
'  '  

Sammy  i s

i n  m idn igh t  b l ue  t h i s  t r i p .  Je r r y :  "You  go t  some th ing  f o r

me?  Lay  i t  on  me ,  man . "  Je r r y  and  Sammy may  be  t he  on l y

two  peop le  l e f t  i n  Amer i ca  who  t a l k  t h i s  way .

I t  occu rs  t o  me  tha t  t he  aovan tage  o f  hav ing  Mr .  T '

a round  i s  t ha t  he  makes  Sammy l ook  j ewe le r y - shy .

As  Sammy s i ngs  "Beg in  t he  Begu ine , '  Je r r y  s tands

mo t i on less  beh ind  h i - s  pod ium,  s i pp ing  a  m i - l k shake .  Bu t  when

Sam sw ings  i n to  "Candy  Man  Je r r y  s ta r t s  bang ing  t he

pod ium ha rd  w i t h  h i s  r i gh t  hand .  The  c rowd  c l aps  a l ong .  The

d i rec to r  cu t s  t o  a  sho t  o f  Mr .  T  s i t t i ng  i n  t he  aud ience '

wav ing  h i s  go l f  cap  i n  t ime .  I  f  ee l  l i ke  I  am t r apped  i - n  a

Fe l I i n i  mov ie .

when  t he  song  ends  sammy  and  Mr .  T  mee i  ab  cen te r  s t age .

" I f  I  can ' t  s i ng  l i ke  You ,  
'  

M r .  T  says ,  d t  l eas t  I  can

come  ou t  and  shake  t he  peop le  hand .  You  a re  a  c l assy

man ,  Sammy te l l s  h im .  " I  mean  t ha t .  M r .  T  ex i t s  t o  a

huge  ova t i on ,  l eav ing  me  to  t r y  t o  f i gu re  ou t  j us t  wha t  i t

i s  he  does  i o r  a  l i v i ng .  Whaceve r  i t  i s ,  i r e  aas  appa renc l y

done  i t  he re  t on iqh t .

L2253  am:  Je r r v  b r i nqs  ou t  someone  who  w i l l  su re l y

b r i ng  you  p leasu re - t he  cne  and  on l y ,  t he  i n i r n i t ab le  Mr .

No rm Crosby .  
"  C rosby  desc r i bes  t he  t e l e thon  as  an  uppe r

i n  a  t ime  o f  downness .

l : 20  am:  A t  some  po in t  be t v i een  now  and  dawn  I  wan t  ve ry

mr r r -h  f  o  c l o  ou  t s  i de  and  l ook  up  a t  t he  s ta r s  .  Bu t  I  am

sav ing  t h i s  f o r  cha t  r ea i  *da rk -n i gh t -o f  - t he -sou l  t l -me ,



husband ing  i - t  t he  way  guys  i n  p r i son  l ook  f o rwa rd  t o  t he i r

hou r  a  day  i n  t he  exe rc i se  ya ro .

1 :40 :  "Eve ry  day  i n  t he  Po r t  o f  M iam i , "  Je r r y  says

f rom beh ind  t he  pod ium,  " t hey ' r e  p i ck i ng  up  a  b i l l i on

do l l a r s  wo r th  o f  coca ine .  I f  I  can  ge t  a  ch i l d  ou t  o f  a

whee l cha i r ,  I  don ' t  ca re  whe re  I  ge t  t he  money .  Am I

hea r i ng  t h i s  r i gh t?  Th i s  i s  ve ry  b i za r re .  " I  don ' t  condone

wha t  you  peop ie  do .  Bu t  I  su re  vzou ld  l i ke  t o  sha re  some  o f

t ha t  l oo t  w i t h  you .  And  t o  t he  guys  on  ' uhe  t ake -don ' t  t ake

so  much .  G i ve  us  a  l i t t l e . "  He  l aughs  a  l i t t l e  ne rvous l yn

as  i f  sudden l y  r ea l i z i ng  t ha t  maybe  he ' s  gone  a  shade  t oo

/ a r c a r r  o i  n n o r o ' l r z . ' ' - T o t tf  a r .  C a s e y  ,  f o l l o w  t h a t  !  - o o = y  r  r ! r r u u ! u ! - ) '  .  - - - . ! r

nobody  cou ld  f o l l ow  tha t . "  I  d i dn ' t  r ea l - I y  expec t  t o  s ta r t

ha l l uc i na t i ng  unL i l  abou t  9  3 r l ,  bu t  I  guess  f  was  o f f  by  a

few  hou rs .

1 :45  am:  
"A  t r u l y  ma rve lous  o r i g i na l ,  a  g rea t  comed ian -

Mr .  Ga ry  Mu ledee r ,  Mu ledee r  s i ngs  a  song  abou t  d r i nk i ng

too  much  bee r  and  go ing  t o  t he  ba th room on  somebody  e l se  s

shoes .  Casey  i s  sm i l i ng  w ide l y .  Casey  has  been  sm i l i ng

w ide l y  f o r  t he  l as t  e i gh t  hou rs .  Casey  l ooks  a  waxwork .

Among  Mu ledee r ' s  p rops :  a  r ubbe r - c i ppeo  da r t  a r row ,  t h ree

w ino -up  f r ogs ,  two  rubbe r  ch i c rens .  I  m  remember i ng

some th ing  R i cha rd  Be l ze r  once  sa id :  P rops  a re  che  enemy

o f  w i t .  "  "  How  abou t  t ha t?  "  Je r r v  ho l l - e r s  .  
"  I s  he  nu t s

c r  wha t? '  
'

l : 55  am:  Ju l i us  La  Rcsa  i s  i n  t he  co -hos t ' s  spo t .  Wha t

happened  co  Casey?  Wha t  k i nd  o f  w imp  i s  Casey?  Ed  d id  hou rs

and  hou rs  and  i n  t ha t  sooc ,  and  Casey  ba re l y  two .



2 :02  am:  Ha r r y  B lacks tone ,  J t ,  t he  mag i c i an .  Aha .  I  see .

Casey  appa ren t l y  t ook  o f f  so  he  cou ld  appea r  i n  a  box  E r i ck

fo r  B lacks tone .

2zL9  am:  A  cu taway  i s  i n  p rog ress  and  Vegas  i s  o f f  t he

a i r .  Down  on  t he  s tage  t he  c rew  i s  se t t i ng  up  a  bunch  o f

mu l t i - co lo red  sawho rses .  I  have  t h i s  t e r r i b l e  f ea r  t he re ' s

-  ; ^ ^  : n f  a a m i  n n  r n  . T r r d r r i  n n  F r n m  r h e  s i . Z e  O f  t h gd ,  u l J g  c t \ -  L  u u r ( l r  I r 9  u ! /  .  v  u u Y  I  r r Y

sawho rses ,  t hough ,  wh i ch  a re  a  good  t h ree  i ee t  h i gh ,  i - ' d

say  t hey ' d  have  t o  be  b i g  dogs -Newfound lands ,  say /  o r  B1ack

Lab rado rs .  To  t he  bes t  o f  my  know ledge  t he re  a re  no

pe r fo rm ing  Newfound lands ,  even  i n  Las  Vegas .  Too  p lac i d  and

ph legma t i c .  We l l  su i t ed  t o  sheephe rd i - n9 ,  bu t  poo r l y  made

fo r  ac roba t i cs .  I  be l i eve  I  have  s ta r t ed  t o  babb le -

2 :24  am:  Worse  t han  I  t hough t .  A  bunch  o f  c l ean -cu t

f r esh - faced  k i ds  i n  mu l t i - - co lo red  sa t i n  wa rmup  j acke t s  have

s ta r t ed  t o  ga the r  a round  t he  mu l - t i - co l o red  ba r r i cades .

Un less  t h i s  i s  some  so r t  o f  h i gh -schoo l  d r i l l  t eam sa lu te

to  Les  l " l i se rab les  ,  
"  wh i ch  I  ooub t  ,  I  

' d  
say  t hey '  r e  some

k ind  o f  p ro fess iona l l y  c l ean -cu t  and  f r esh - faced  s i ng ing

and  danc ing  t r oupe .  Meanwh i l e ,  a  new  g roup  o f  f o l ks  t akes

sea ts  i n  t he  aud ience .  Fo r  i us t  a  second  I  wonde r  whe re  on

ea r th  t hese  peop ie  a re  com ing  f r om appa ren t l y  n i ce  no rma i

peop le ,  t t d l k i ng  a I I  s c rubbed  ano  chee : f u I  - n to  an  a i r p l ane

hanga r  i n  t he  m idd le  o i  t he  dese r t  i n  t he  m idd le  o f  t he

n igh t .  A  p i c t u re  pops  i n to  my  m ind :  r ow  upon  row  o f  b i g

g reen  pods  ou t  i n  t he  sand  somewhere .  Then  I  r emember :  t h i s

. i  ̂  T  - . -  \ 7 n a r -  r ^ r h i  n h  o v n l :  i n q .  p \ T F r r t r h i  n n  f  n r i  n a i - l r i  n n
l - 5  ! d s  v e 9 d 5 ,  , v t r r u t l  s A v r q r r r D  E V g t  y  L r r r r r Y .  d l l u  l I v L r M r Y .

2 : 33  am:  Thunde rous  app lause .  Je r r y  wa i ks  ou t  l ook ing



f r esh  as  a  da i sv .  God ,  how  I  ha te  h im  fo r  t ha t .  I  am

s ta r t i ng  t o  t h i nk  abou t  how  n i ce  i t  wou ld  be  t o  sneak  back

to  my  room and  wa tch  a  coup le  o f  hou rs  on  TV .  Th i s ,  o f

cou rse ,  wou ld  be  w rong .  My  emp loye rs  d i d  no t  send  me  2000

mi l es  so  I  cou ld  s i t  i n  a  ho te l  r oom and  wa tch  TV  l i ke  a

no rma l  human  be ing .

Uh  oh .  Down  on  s tage ,  t h i ngs  a re  even  wo rse  Lhan  I ' d

f ea red .  The  c l ean -cu t  f r esh - f aced  k i ds  a re  appa ren t l y

some th ing  ca l - 1ed  "The  Young  Amer i cans , "  i n t r oduced  by

Je r r y  as  "ambassado rs  o f  good  w i l l , "  wh i ch  i s  neve r  a

good  s i gn ,  and  t hey  a re  t i p - synch ing  some  so rL  o f  sa lu te  t o

the  
' 50s .  

No t  [ ha t  i t ' s  any  recogn i zab le  song - i t ' s  mo re  o f

a  Gene r i c  T r i bu te  t o  t he ' 50s .  I  can  t e I I  i t ' s  t he ' 50s

t h o r r ' r o  d o n o r . i  ^ - 1 1 , '  a r ' l  , , f  i  n o  h e r : a 1 1 S e  t h e  r : e n f  f  a l  i i O --  J - U d - L r y  5 d - L L l L I I l V  v e u q u J L  u r l s  u E r r L r q r  r - y

s ynche r  i s  wea r i ng  a  b l ack  l ea the r  cyc le  j acke t .  Oh

v o a h l "  f h e  Y o t t n o  A m e r i C a n S  n l ' r a " l -  : n z l  i - t ' S  O V e f  .  
' O h

-  - - * ^ . : ,  * - - . ^ J  S l t u U L  7  A I l u  I

y eah !  ! "  Je r r y  shou ts .  "And  t hey ' I 1  be  back l  "  Now he ' s

thank ing  MaxweL l  House ,  
"< i ono r  o f  co f f ee  t o  p l edge  cence rS

ac ross  t he  coun t  r y .  Co f . f  ee .  Th i s  i s  so  c rue l .

2 :46  am:  Je r r y  b r i ngs  on  Je r  r y  Va le  ,  desc r  i b i ng  h i r n  as

'  
abou t  t he  bes t  a t  v rha t  he  does ,  "  wh i ch  p ra i se  sounds

fa i n te r  eve ry  t ime  I  t h i nk  o f  i t ,  bu t  neve r  m ind .  va le  i s

s i ng ing  
' T i i ,  "  a  song  wh i ch  he ld  no  pa rc i cuLa r

resonance  f  o r  me  un i i i  t h i s  momen t .  A t  t h i s  n r :men t  i - t  i s

f  h e  m n q f  6 1 5 f  a , , n . i  r h  i  n n  r  L ' - " ^  h ^ ' : d .  - I O U  
K n O W  W h a tu u l i u  - l l J - l 1 9  i  l i d . v u  c v c L  t t t r : o l

e l s e ?  J e r r y  V a I e  h a s  t h e  m o s t  a m a z L n g  h a j - r .  I t  s  t h e  c o l o r

o f  a  p l a t i num wa tch ,  and  swep t  up  h i gh  on  one  s i de  l i ke

mer i ngue .  I  cannc t  t ake  my  eyes  o f f  Je r r y  Va Ie  s  ha i r .  The



5 ' * ' n r 1

/
I

h i g h  s c h o o i  k i d l  p u t s
,\

W h a t  I  D r d  F o r  L o v e

i n  " A  C h o r u s  L i n e "

,- (., '--- : '{ t ' '  Cz

h i s  a rm  a round  h i s  da te  as  Je r r y  s i ngs

I  hea rd  P r i sc i l l a  Lopez  s i ng  t h i s

i n  Los  Ange les  i n  L977 .  P r i sc i l l a  had

U T Y

t o

no th i ng  on  Je r r y  Va le .  Maybe  t ha t  shou ld  be  t he  o the r  way

a round .  She  had  n i ce  ha i r  t oo ,  as  I  r eca l i ,  bu t  no th i ng  t o

compare  t o  Je r r y  Va le ' s .  I  am  t r ans f i xed  by  Je r r y  Va Ie ' s

ha i r  as  I  w r i - t e  t h i s .  Oh ,  and  one  more  t h i ng -maybe  i t ' s  t he

p x l r e m e  a n o l c  f r n m  , r n  w h e r e  T ' -  c i  f t - i n n  h r r f  . l i d  \ / 1 . 1 1  k n O Ws  L ! E I t t E  q r l Y ! c  l L U l L l  U U  w l l c I C  !  l t l  - a L U r r l Y t  U U L  u ! u  J v u

t ha t  Je r r y  Va le  i s  ex t reme ly  sho r t .  I ' d  say  4  f ee t  6 .  I

no te  t h i s  f o r  two  reasons .  I )  I t ' s  been  a  l ong  t ime  s i nce

T ' ve  s l eo l  -  2  )  I  can ' t  r emember  , vhaL  t he  second  reason  i s .

2 :57  am:  Je r r y  i n t r oduces  Koo l  a  The  Gang .  Koo l  a  The

Gang  a re  appea r  i ng  he re  a t  Caesa r  s .  i n  t he  C i r cus  l " l ax imus

room,  buc  appea r  on  t ape .  Je r r y  p ra i ses  Ehem lav i sh i y

t r ^ -  " be ino  he re  when  we  needed  t hem.  "  I 'md l r y w d y T  L V !  u L r t r Y  r r L L L  w l

c on fused .  Je t t y ,  we  re  he re .  Koo l  &  The  Gang  a re  on  t ape .

l - J o  r  o u r _ D D r e /

3224  am:  I t  i s  an  abso lu te l y  pe r f ec t  n i ghL .  The  a i r

wa rm and  d ry  and  sme l l s  ve ry  f a i n t l y  sweec .  l i ke

honeysuck l - e .  The  sky  i s  pe r f ec t l y  c i ea r ,  and  t he re ' s  a

fu l l  moon  ou t .  I t ' s  so  i ove i v  and  oeace fu l  he re  i n  t he

dese r t  .  I  manage  t o  t ake  a i  I  t h i s  r - n  du r  i ng  a  mad  dash

:he  Po r t -A -John  and  back .

3 : 3 1  a m :  S a m m y  R e d u x .  G r a y  s u i t ,  f l o w e r e d  s h i r t .  T h i s

h o u r ' s  B r o a d l v a y  B l o c k b u s t e r  :  
'  

M e m c r  i e s ,  "  f  r o m  
"  

C a t  s  .

3 : 3 5  a m :  I  a m  n o t  f e e J - i n g  a t  o n e  w i t h  m y  f e l i o w  a u d i e n c e

m e m b e r s .  O u r  e n e r g y  l e v e l s  a r e - h o w  s h a i l  I  p u t  t h i s ? -  s o

w i d e L y  C i s p a r a c e .  T h e y  c o m e  i n  f r e s h  e v e r y  h o u r  l i k e



Dunk in  Donu ts ,  whe reas  I ,  somewha t  i n  t he  manne r  o f  O l

Man  R i ve r ,  j us t  keep  ro l l i ng  a l ong .  (Sammy  i s  s i ng ing  "The

Lady  i s  a  T ramp  down  the re ,  w i t h  new  l y r i c s  i n te rpo la ted :

" Je r r y  Fa lwe l l  i s  a  f r i end  o f  m ine  D id  I  m i ss

some th ing? )  I  f ee l  I i ke  we  ve  d r i f t ed  apa r t ,  my  f e l l ow

aud ience  members  and  me .  They ' r e  so  up ,  and  I 'm  so  t i r ed .

They ' r e  so  exc i * . ed  by  eve ry  new  number ,  and  I -we l l ,  I  ve

seen  so  much  he re  t on igh t .  Cou ld  i t  be  t ha t  I  ve  had ,  as

Dav id  Le t t e rman  pu t s  i t ,  i no re  f un  t han  humans  shou ld  be

a l l - owed  t o  have "?  ( "T ramp"  i s  ove r .  The  f o l ks  l oved  i t .

. T o  r  r  r r  . " Th i s  c rowd  a in ' t  gonna  l e t  you  l eave .  
- '  

Sam seems

abou t  t o  do  ano the r  number .  He  s  marve lous .  The  c rowd  c l aps

a long  v i go rous l y  t o  On  Tha t  G rea t  Come  and  Ge t  I t  Day . ' '

I  mean  a t l  o f  t hem.  Excep t  IT r! r  o f  cou rse .  I  m  w r i t i ng  t h i s .

House  l i gh t s  up .  The  camera  sweeps  t he  c rowd .  H i ,  l 4om.  )

S tand ing  O  #3 .

3 :53  am:  Mavbe  i t ' s  n!r  bu t  t he  en te r t a i nmenb  Leve l

seems  to  have  sagged .  The  b ig  exc i  t emen t  r  i gh t  no \ ^ r  i  s

wa tch ing  Je r r y  hum i l i a t e  h i gh  schoo l  and  co l l ege  k i ds  who

a re  t oo  ne rvous  t o  make  t he i r  on -camera  p resen taE ions .

4 :05  am:  "The  young  peop le  a re  a lways  t he re .  You  can

a lways  coun t  on  em.  - Je r r y .

4 :27  am:  Don  t  know  r , vho  s  com ing  nex r ,  bu i  i  am  ge t r t i ng

h i n  f n  f h e  q f a o e  s e f  a n n  r - ; . ^  a  t s l - r r f  i ! . ' ' i I ' r  ^ - ^ r - ^ b I V  
b er r r | J  L U  L r l s  D L q y L  r L L  q r r u  u d i i , 9 ( - 1 E > b  L i ,  I d , L  ! L  w I a !  P L \ J U a

a  r ock  o r  R&B ac t .  The  c re , r , '  i s  r o l l i ng  ou t  t he  
'  ' K razy

I r ' i  : n a l e - q h : n e r i  n : n e l q ,  / - r n  w h i n h  F h e  I i c h f  i n n  n o n n l p  n r - - 'u !  ! q r r y r e  J r r q u s u  J o r r E ! J  v r l  \ i r r ! u ! r  u ! ! L  ! r \ J r l L J - l l 9  V t i L r I J f  t :  P L A y

^ - - -  ^ 1 ^  ^ * ^ ! ^  i n  t h e  m i q a n o r e h e n s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h eI - , r c t y - \ J I U  5 P U L 5  a r r  L r r c  l L L r o q v l

S u m m e r  o f  L o v e .  I  j u s t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  r a c e  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s a r y



and  down  some  fudge ,  a f t e r  wh i ch  I  f ee l  good  and  l i ve l y  f o r

abouc  40  seconds .

4 :30  am:  I  was  c10se  on  t he  ac t .  I t ' s  t he  Anne te  Thomas

and  Cha r l es  May  Ensemb le ,  a  gospe l  cho i r .  Je r r y  j o i ns  t hem '

mugg ing  a l ong  as  t hey  s i ng  
' I 'm  

B1essed . "  Th i s  i s  p re t t y

f unny ,  bu t  pa r t  o f  me  wonde rs  i f  i t  i sn ' t  i napp rop r i a te .

Ano the r  pa r t  o f  me  rea l - i zes  t ha t  I 'm  no t  i n  t he  bes t

^ ^c i f i nn  r i ah t  now  to  be  mak ing  va lue  j udgenen ts .  Any l vay ,
P U 5 r L r V r r  

I  r Y r I

t he  cho i r  i s  q rea t .  A  l ong t ime  f o l l owe r  o f  t he  t e l e thon

to ld  me  ea r l i e r  t on ig r t  ( o r  was  i t  l a s t  mon th? )  t ha t

' Je r t y  
a lways  scheduLes  some th ing  t o  shake  t h i ngs  up

a round  f ou r  AM.  L i ke  Cha ro , "  he  added ,  wh i ch  gave  me

pause .  Bu t  t he  cho i r  i s  t e r r i f i c -hea r t f e l t ,  r ous ing '

f e r ven t .  Jus t  wha t  t he  doc to r  o rde red .  They  a re  t ea r i ng  i t

up ,  and  a t  4 :30  i n  t he  morn ing !  Amen .

42  49  am:  "One  o f  t he  moS t  Sough t -a f  t e r  mus i ca l  ac t s  i n

ou r  bus iness ,  Je r r y  says .  "Ca r te r  and  Chene l l e .  
, -  

Un less

I  ve  m isunde rscood ,  t h i s  ac t  i s  sho r t  one  pe rson .  The re

seems  to  be  bu t  one  guy  s i ng ing  
' Tomor tow  

down  the re .  No

one  Seems  to  know  qu i ce  wha t  t o  make  o f  t h i s .  God ,  he  l ooks

lone l y .  Ho ld  i t .  He re  comes  Chene l l e .  And  no t  a  momen t  t oo

soon .  I  was  a f ra i d  I  was  go ing  t o  ge t  a l l  t he  way  t h rough

F l " i -  - h i n n  r . z i f h o r r r  h e a r i n o  a  d u e t  o f  
" s o m e w h e r e  O u t

L l l ! J  t l r t l r Y  w !  L r r v u  '  - " Y

The re .  I  have  a  f ee i i ng  i h i ngs  a ren  t  go ing  we l l .  Je r r y

doesn ' t  i ook  l i ve  j - y  .  Je r r ' 1  l ooks  i i ke  I  f  ee i .  I t  s  ve ry

r r r r  i  e f  i  n  h e r e  -  e x r : e n i  o f  C O u r S e  i o r  C a r t e r  a n d  C h e n e l - l e .
Y u l c u  l r r  t  u r \

c a r t e r  s e e m s  i o  h a v e  s t u d i e d  u p  s o m e  o n  j o h n n y  M a t h i s .

C h e n e l l e ' s  m u s i c a l  a n F , e c e d e n - ' s  a r e  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y



appa ren t .  Maybe  t hey ' r e  a  g rea t  ac t ,  i  don ' t  know .  I  m

remember ing  a  t ime  when  I  was  a  boy  g row ing  up  i n

Ph i l ade lph ia .  I L  was  a  ca r i ng  t hen ,  and  a  sha r i ng  and  a

g i v i ng .  My  pa ren t s  we re  a lways  t he re  f o r  r o!r  and  t hey  we re

marve lous .  I  know  you  re  read ing  t h i s ,  Mom and  Dad .  You  re

fabu lous .  Don ' t  eve r  chanqe .

5zL2  am:  "Ou r  ve ry  own  Ed  McMahon  has  been  hos t i ng  an

impo r tan t  se r i es  ca I l ed 'S ta r  Sea tcn , '  Je r r y  says .

Appa ren t l y  s i nce  I ' ve  been  ou t  o f  t ouch  t hese  l as t  L2  hou rs

a I I  ex i s t i ng  TV  shows  have  been  upg raded .  P lease  ad jus t

you r  r eco rds :  
' 'Mas te rp iece  

Thea t re ' '  i s  now  
' 'Unbe l i evab I y

c ruc ia l  v i ew i l g ,  
'  

and  "The  MacNe i l / Leh re r  NewsHour "  i s

now  
'A  

ma t te r  o f  i i f e  and  dea th .  
, -

5 :15  am:  A  cu taway .  Aud iences  a re  no  l onge r  be ing

"You  ve  been  a  g rea t  aud ience '

'You  
have  t he  k i nd  o f  en thus iasm we

need  a t  t h i s  hou r .  P lease  s tay  ano the r  hou r  and  be  ou r

gues t s . "  I he  c rowo  oooohs  app rec ia t i ve l y .  Wou ld  t he  i ac t

Lha t  i t ' s  F IVE  O 'CLOCK IN  THE MORNING have  any th i ng  t o  do

w iLh  t h i s ,  Case?  Oh ,  I  m  so r r y .  Bu t  i n t e res t i ng :  even  Vegas

appa ren t l y  has  i t s  t  j -m i t s .  I  m  a  l i t t i e  d i sappo in ted  t o

f  i nd  t h i s  ou t ,  I  have  t o  adm i - t .

The re ' s  no  i onge r  t ha t  g radua t i on  n i gh t  camarade r i e

among  the  aud ience  members .  The  ones  r vho  a re  Leav ing  l eave

qu rck l y ,  and  t he  ones  who  a re  s tay i ng  s i t  qu ie t l y .  I  f i - nd

m v q e l f  f h i n k i n o  F n n r i l . r  o f  i h e  - ' t t c i  o i r l q  r v h o  r i s k e d  t h e i rr t r y  J g M l r l r l ^ r r r Y  ! v r r u r J

i i v e s  t o  s n e a k  m e  i n  t h e  c o o k i e s  a n d  m i l k ,  a  I i f e t i m e  a g o .

I  h a v e . o  a d m i c  1 ' m  a  b i t  s u r p r i s e d  a t  h o w  w e l t  I ' m

m = n . l = l - a r i  
- l  

r r  a r r n l  o r l  n r r ft t t c , l l u a  L u r  r  ! y  v J  9 r E u  v u  L  .

Casey  says  w inn ing l y .



ho ld i ng  up .  Th i s  r em inds  o f  t he  on l y  a l l - n i gh te r  I  eve r

pu l l ed  i n  co l l ege ,  du r i ng  wh i ch  my  roommate  and  I  t r i ed  t o

c ram an  en t i r e  Semes te r ' s  wo r th  o f  G reek  h i s to r y  i n to  one

n igh t .  The  d i f f e rence ,  o f  cou rse ,  was  t ha t  t ha t  n i gh t  was

more  f un  t han  t h i s  one .

A  few  rows  down  f rom me MDA Na t iona l  You th  cha i rman

ch  r  i  s  i - oohe r  A t k i ns  ,  whose  l as t  memorab le  mov ie  was  
'  ' The

B lue  Lagocn ,  i s  s i gn  j - ng  au tog raphs  .  Peop le  a re  aw f  u l J - y

k i nd .

5 :29  am:

5 :30  am:

5 :41  am:

d ia l ec t .

6 :24  am:

second  w ind

d i o  T  n r r { -

6 : 27  am:

I  t h i nk  I  l os t  my  keys

Je r r y  ge t s  S tand ing  O

T o r r r r  l - h : n k q .  F ' r r - i  i  F i l m
u  L  L  L  j  u r r q r r r \

1 + A
1 ? : .

i n  a  z a n y  J a p a n e s e

I t  may  be  l i gh t  ou t s i de .  I  j u s t  don ' t  know .  My

i - s  gone  .  I  f  ee l -  l i ke  I ' d  have  t o  ge t  be t t e r  t o

my  head  down  and  c l ose  my  eyes .  I  doze .

F r r vo .  1  wake  w i t h  a  s ta r t .  Ed  s  back .  He

^ ^ L ^  -  d i - - ^ , t i  n ^  r \  + A
g  L >  d .  S L o . r l u r r r v  v  t  t l u .

6 : 30  am:  Je r r y  ge t s  S tand ing  O  #7 -  Tha t ' s  ac tua l l y  many

fewer  t han  I  f i gu red  t he re ' d  be  by  t h i s  t ime .  Wha t  p l ane t

do  t hese  peop le  come  f r om?  Don  t  t hey  know  wha t  t ime  i t  i s?

6 :31  am:  Je r r y :  Many  peop le  t e l - l  you  t he  age  o f  t he

roman t i c  c roone r  i s  , i ead .  No t  as  l ong  as  t h i s  man  i s  i n

demand -Mr .  Don  Che r r y !  I  pe rk  up  f o r  a  second ,  t h i nk i ng

i t ' s  t he  )azz  co rne t  l - s t  : . nd  pocke t  t r umpe te r ,  a l t hough  I

can  i  f o r  t he  l i f e  o f  me  imag ine  why  Je r r y  wou ld  i n t r oduce

h im  as  a  " r oman t i c  c roone t .  (Doesn ' t  t h row  me ,  t hough .

One  advan tage  o f  be l - ng  t h i s  t i r ed  i s  t ha t  you  can  l augh  a t



cogn i t i ve  d i ssonance .  "Two  con t rad i c to r y  i deas? "  you r

wea ry  rn j - nd  says  .  "  i l e y ,  come  on  i n ,  t he  wa te r ' s  f  i ne  !  
, -  

)

No ,  t h i s  Don  che r r y  i s  a  l ounge  s i nge r  who  be l t s  ou t  "You

A lways  Hur t  t he  One  You  Love  
'  

and  then  i n t roduces

some th ing  ca l l ed  "P roud  t o  Be  an  Amer i can , -  by  nc t i ng  t ha t

- i n n i F i n r n f
r t  s  ve ry  s *Y . . *

The  l ong  da rk  n i gh t  i s  no t  ove r .

6  z  48  am:  The  l , l a raud ing  M ine rs  a re  on  s tage ,  a  bunch  o f

guys  who  .  unm i t ' s  a  nove l t y  ac t .  They  l i p - synch

"16  Tons  
'  

wh i t e  t hey  My  desc r i p t i ve  powers  f a i l  me .

You  had  t o  be  t he re .

6 :50  am:  On  t ape ,  i t ' s  Ba rba ra  Mand reL l ,  my  nom inee  f o r

mos t  unc tuous  pe r fo rmer  on  t he  p l ane t :  "We ' re  so  exc i t ed

ton igh t  because  we  re  be ing  a l l owed  t o  be  a  t i ny ,  t i ny  pa r t

o f  t he  mos t  supe r  marve lous  impo r tan t  t e l e thon

7 :30  am:  S tand ing  O  #7  .  They  seem to  p i ck  up  i n

f r equency  as  t he  morn ing  goes  on .  The  Young  Amer i cans  a re

back ,  i n t r oduceO by  Je r r y  as  young '  ene rge t i c  Amer i can

pe r f  o rme  r s .  I t ' s  a  t ap  rou t i - ne  t h i s  t ime .  
'  'we  

gonna  l ay

some  on  ya l  
'  

t he  i 5 - i sh rwh i t e rhead  t appe r  c r i es .  I  m

l r e r r o n 6  f  h e  c A n r n i  i - : r  F a r  . , , ^ n d g g .  I  d O n ' t  k n O W .  M a y b e  t h g
u  y \ J r r \ J  L l l s  u q P a L r  L y  L v L  4 v

Y o u n g  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  t h e  k i n d  o f  a c t  t h a t  i s  f u l l y

a p p r e c i a t e d  o n  e i g h t  h o u r s '  s l e e p .  o r  f o u r .  o r  e v e n  o n e .

1 : 3 9  a m :  J e r r y  s  r e a L l y  d r a g g i n g .  H e  h e a v e s  a  h e a v y  s i g h

b e f o r e  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  c o r p o r a t e  S p o n s o r  '  a n C  w h a t  f e w  s m i l e s

c h e r e  a r e  a r e  v e r v  t h i - n .

i  : 4 3  a m :  T h r e e  t i - n y  k i d s  i n  i n  b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e  f  r i n g e d

c o i v b o y  o u t f i t s  a r e  o n s t a g e  w a i t i n g  t o  b e  i n t r o d u c e d .  I  h a v e



a  ve ry  bad  f ee l i ng  abou t  t h i s .  Na than ,  L t z  and  Sa rah '

Je r r y  says ,  " known  as  Ken tucky  Coun t r y !  
"  They  p l ay

some th ing  b l ueg rassy .  Now they ' r e  j o i ned  by  a  f ou r t h  k i d ,

ex t rao r i i na r i lV  t i ny .  He  can  t  be  more  t han  f ou r .  The  o the r

t h ree  c l og  dance .  God ,  how  I  ha te  k i d  ac t s .  Oh ,  f o rg i ve  me ,

Ken tucky  Coun t r y ,  I 'm  no t  a  bad  guy  when  I ' ve  s l ep t .

S tand ing  O  #8 .

8 : I 0  am:  Je r r v  conduc t s  t he  o r ches t ra  i n  " s t r i ke  Up  t he

t sand . "  S tand inq  O  #9 .

B :30  am:  Je r r v  comes  back  f r om the  b reak  t o  S .O .  # I0 .

B :45  am:  On  t ape ,  t he  Cha r l i e  Dan ie l s  Vo lun tee r  Jam does

"G imme Th ree  S teps . "  Th i s  i s  a  g rea t  song  t o  d r i nk  Jack

Dan ie l ' s  t o  and  maybe  go  bus t  up  a  honky tonk  o r  some th ing ,

bu t  a t  B :45  i n  t he  morn ing  my  t as tes  run  more  t o  t he

"Cap ta in  Kanga roo  t heme .  I  t h i - nk  I 'm  ge t t i ng  n i t r ogen

na rcos i s .

B :58  am:  An  unbe l i evab l y  t i ny  k i d  E rom S ta r  Sea rch

s ings  "Ove r  t he  Ra inbow . "  I f  I  coun t  r i ghc ,  Judy  Ga r l and

had  been  dead  L2  vea rs  when  t h i s  ch i l d  was  bo rn .  I  w i sh  I

cou ld  f i nd  some th ing  k i nd  t o  say  abou t  t h i s  k i d .  I  w i sh  I

cou id  f i nd  my  keys .  BuL  I 'm  so  t i r ed .  S tand ing  O  # I f  f o r

L h e  I  i f  f  
- l  

p  o i  : r  L ^ ^ ;  , r n  i n o  f  o  h e l  . i  e , , z e  C h a t  t h e- l l g  ! ! L U a E  Y r L  I .  I  d r l t  u c Y ! L l r r r r r Y  L v  v e ! r L

r - r r r r e n - r r  n F  t - h e  S l - a n a i n o  O  l - a q  h c e n  n c r . i  I  n l r q  r , z  r - i r c a n c n e C i  i nu u L  ! g r r u y  v !  L r l g  J u q : i u ! L . Y  v  l r q J  v L L l r

c h i s  coun t r y .  Ano the r  sono ,  , t no the r  S .O .  ( #LZ1

I t  
' s  

ha rd  t o  l , e i  L  f  r o rn  up  ne re  wha t  s  on  Je r  r y ' s  m ind .  I

do  kno rv  t ha t  w i t h  s i x  hou rs  t o  go  he  has  no t  ye t  t r i ed  t o

se t  h i s  nose  on  i i r e  : ' r i ch  a  c i ga re t t e  l i gh te r ,  o r  r un

ac ross  t he  s tage  3n  t he  s i des  o f  h i s  f ee t  sc ream ing  
"OH



LAAADY WAI\IV\IT l ,  !  ,  two bits which

up .  Does  t h i s  mean  he ' s  sav ing  t hem

t i r ed?  I  don ' t  know .  Th i s  much  I  do

neve r  f a i l  t o  c rack  me

r r n ?  O r  f h a f  h e ' S  t O Oq - t l '

k now :  Je r r y  i s

c o n s i d e r e d  a  g e n i u s  i n  F r a n c e .

9 2 2 4  a m :  T h e  p e o p l e  c o m i n g  i n  n o w  m a k e  m e  s i c k .  I  w a n t

t o  p u n c h  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e r n .  I  c a n  t e l l ,  t h e y  t h i n k

t h e v  r e  b e t t e .  r h a n  m e  i u s l -  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s l e p t  I a s t  n i g h t .
L r r E J  L L  J . . - -

I ' d  ge t  up  and  t e l l  t hem abou t  wha t  I  d i d  f o r  l ove ,  i f  cn l y

T  n n r r ' l  d  n e f  m \ r  I  e o q ,  f  r :  m o v Fr -  -  - . - r  . ' . -  '  J .  I  m  U" t t i t ' g  on  a  9 :30  S tand ing

o  f  r om th i s  c rowd .  They ' r e  j us t  t he  k i nd  o f  c ro \ . ^7d  t ha t

wou ld  sp r i ng  t o  t he i r  f ee t  w i t hou t  even  t h i nk i ng .  They  re

so  .  r es ted .

9 :3 I  am:  Yep .  # f  3 .  "Good  a f  t e rnoon  t o  you  i n  New

York , "  Je r r y  says .

9 :35  am:  Ba rba ra  Mand re l l  aga in .  she  t e l l s  t he  c rowd

L  - -  I  1  ^ - - ^  L L ^ !  ^ ^  - r r n ] . r

t na t  I  aom. l - re  and  respec t  and  l ove  tha t  man  so  much .

9 :52  am:  "Th i s  i s  t he  k i nd  o f  en te r t a i nmen t  you  can  t

ge r  anywhe re  e l se ,  "  Je r r y  says  i n  i nc roduc ing  Bobby

Beros in i  and  h i s  O rangu tans .  
'  

I s  t h i s  wha t  Je r r y  We inbe rg

was  t a l k i ng  abou t  yes te rday?  Appa ren t l y .  I t ' s  a  g rea t  ac t .

The  o r ^no r  t ans  o rab  Bobbv ' s  bu t t  .  He  t - r i es  t o  s l ap  t hem,
r r r E  v L  q r r Y

bu t  t hey  s l ap  h im  f i r s c .  He  shoo ts  one  w i t h  a  t oy  gun  and

i t  f a l l s  down .  The  b igge r  o i  t he  iwo  be l ches  and  g run t s  and

be l ches .  Th i - s  su re  wou ld  be  coo l  i f  i t  we ren  t  i 0 : 00  i n  t he

morn ing .  Bobby ' s  a  I i t r i e  ccn fused ,  appa ren t t y  - '  ' Some th ing

n p w  f o r  v o l r  h e r e  t o n i o h t ,  L ^  
" ^ d  t h i s  f r o m  a  g u y

f  - *  l l E  > A l J '  n r r \

who ' s  been  ou tdoo rs  recen rLy .  wha t  hope  i s  t he re  f o r  me?

l0 :30  am:  S .O .  # f4 .



10 :3 I  am:  Je r r y  b r i ngs  ou t  F l y  By  N igh t '  two

jugg le r s /un i cyc l i s t s .  Je r r y  l ooks  on  impass i ve l y '  I i ke  t he

God fa the r .  My  m ind  i s  an  u t t e r ,  peace fu l  b l ank -none  o f  t ha t

nas t y  buzz ing  and  i t ch i ng  beh ind  t he  eyba l l s ,  t ha t  hund red -

m i l l i on - f i r e -an t s - c raw l i ng -on -my -b ra in - s tem fee l i ng  I  ge t

when  I  t r y  t o  s tay  up  a  mere ,  oh ,20  hou rs  o r  so .

F ' r z o r r r  i -  h  i n n  i  c .

l l :  1 3  a m :

- "  !  -  ^ ^ ^  ;
- u  L d w d , y  5  d . 9 a r

T h  o r r

n

.  so  beau t i f u l .

ve  s ta r t ed  t u rn i ng  t he  aud ience  ou t  a t

Keep  wa tch i - f r g ,  Ed  t e l l s  t he  depa r t i ng

c rowd .

11 :18  am:  D id  somebody  t u rn  on  a  f og  mach ine  i n  he re?

! i ! !

The re  s  a  n i ce  hazy  n imbus  ove r  eve rych ing .  I t  s  r ea l l y

qu i t e  I ove l y .

LLz20  am:  A  t e l e thon  b ra in tease r :  I s  i t  my  headache

tha t  s  keep ing  me  awake?  Or  i s  i t  s l eep lessness  t ha t  s

caus ing  my  headache?  E i t he r  wd l r  I ' n  g ra te fu l .

l l : 30  am:  A  shocke r :  S tand inq  O  #15  f a i l s  t o  ma te r i a l i ze

among  a t  l eas t  ha l f  t he  aud ience .  Ca t I  t h i s  one  S tano ing  O

#L4  and  a  ha l f .

l I : 52  am:  The  t o teboa rd  : u rns  ove r  t o  322 ,301 ,614 .

"  Yeah  l  "  Je r r y  c r i es .  "Go ,  and  do  !  W ich  t he  ch ing  !  
"

L l : 53  am:  Casev :  
"The  

# f  r eco rd  t h i s  week  i s ,  o f

cou rse /  
' La  

Bamba . '  Je r r y  sca r t s  cabb l i ng  i n  nock

( n a n i q h -  C a q e "  ^ ; - - ^ ^  a s  i f  h e  h a s  l - e a r n e d  e a c hJ P a l r r J l r .  U q J s y  C t l L l l l L f < f ,  L C >  t

s y l l a b i e  p h o n e t i c a l l y :  
' H a !  

H a l  H a l  H a ,  h a ,  h a !  T o  g e t

s e r i o u s  f o r  a  m o m e n t  A  g a s p  g o e s  u p  f r o m  t h e

a u d i e n c e  a s  C h a r o  a n d  h e r  d a n c e r s  e n t e r .  I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e

h a v e  e v e r  s e e n  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  c u t f i t  C h a r o  i s  l v e a r i n g .



I t  i s  p i nk ,  w i t h  sequ ins  and  ra i nbow-co lo red  ru f f l ed

s leeves .  "The  k i ck ,  t he  )oY , '  Je r r y  i n t ones ,  o f

l i s t en ing  t o  t he  one  and  on l y ,  t he  i ncomparab le  Cha ro .  "

Cha ro  s i ngs  Madonna ' s  "La  I s I a  Bon i  Ld , '  and  I 'm  t oo

s tunned  by  he r  s l eeves  t o  abso rb  t he  f u l l  impo r t  o f  t h i s

f o r  a  momen t .  When  I  r ega in  my  composu re  I  r ea l i ze  t haL

wha t  I 'm  w i t ness inq  i s  a  c ross -cu l t u ra l  l ove  t h i ng '  a  t r ue

sha r i ng ,  a  ca r i ng  and  a  g i v i ng ,  and  I  f ee l  b l essed .  Then  I

b l ack  ou t  f o r  a  momen t ,  Ry  head  h i t t i ng  t he  sea tback  i n

f r on t  o f  me  w i t h  a  nas t y  whack .

I t ' s  a t  t imes  l i ke  t hese  t ha t  I  m i ss  t he  Merv  Gr i f f i n

Show so  much .

The  c rowd  app lauds .  Cha ro  sh r i eks  i n  r esponse -no t  a

mus i ca l  C r ! r  bu t  a  f u l l - t h roa ted  b l oodcu rd l i ng  sc reech '

l i ke  t h i s :  AAAAI I IEEEEI I ! "  Back  home  i n  New Yo rk  a  sound

I i ke  t h i s  wou ld  b r i ng  a rmed  po i i ce  response  I i i e ra i l y

w i t h i n  hou rs .

The  ques t i - on  c f  cha ro ' s  accen t  v i s -a - v i s  t he  amoun t  o f

t ime  she  has  spen t  i n  t h i s  coun t r y -wh i ch  I  be l i e ' ze  t o  be  no

less  t han  two  decades - i s  t oo  f a t  a  p i t ch  t o  be  swung  a t  by

someone  who  i s  as  t i r ed  as  I  am.

We l l  /  we  re  cook in '  now .  Cha ro  j - s  s i ng ing ,  Y!s ,  
'  ' La

Bamba ,  
"  and  Je r r y  i s  sn r i ek i r , g  a l ong  i n  mock  Span i sh  ' ; r h i ch

I  be l i eve  i s  p i dg in  f o r  "OHH,  LAAADY WtuU \ I i I TT !  !

L2z3 l -  pm:  Hov ;  can  you  nc r  go  ouc  cookLT , ' , '  Je r r y  asks

r h p f  n r i  r - :  I  I  r r .  
'  ' w h e n  

v o r j  1 1 r a q , e n i  :  o l e s f  l - i k g  t h i S  n e x t
L  I T E L V L  f  U q f , f , J  t  J " *

v c l u n c r  I  a d v - M i s s  L o I a  F a l - a n a  !  
'  

T o  s o m e  s o r  t  o f  b i g - b e a t
- I  

v q r . : ,

p s e u d o - g o s p e i  r n i n g ,  L o I a  s u g g e s ; s  - ' h a t  e v e r y b o d y  p u t



you r  hands  t oge the r ,  
'  '  

and  eve rybody  does .  I n  Vegas  t h i s

ph rase  ca r r i es  t he  same  pe rsuas i ve  power  as  a  New Je rsey

cemen t  con t rac to r  s  sugges t i on  t ha t  you  m igh t  l i ke  t o

cons ide r  buy ing  h i s  p roduc t .  Many  hund reds  o f  hands  c l ap .

Lo Ia  wo rks  t he  f r i nqes  o f  t he  c rowd  I i ke  a  Sou the rn

Democ ra t .  I  am  despe ra te l y  a f r a i d  she ' s  abou t  t o  come  up

in to  t he  aud ience .  She  sugges t s  t ha t  eve rybody  ge t  up .

Eve rybody  ge t s  up .  Th i s  i s  c reepy -so rc  o i  l i ke  Nu remberg

w iLh  a  backbea t .  why  d i dn ' t  peop le  respond  t h i s  way  r - o  t he

rea l  gospe l  number  a  f ew  hou rs  ago?  S tand ing  O  # f6  and  a

ha l f .  I  w ro te  t ha t  l as t  sen tence  be fo re  t he  song  was

ac tua l l y  ove r .  I  wasn  t  w rong .  Now Lo la ' s  bump ing  t h rough

"New A t t j - t ude . "  Th i s  i s  Vegas .  Th i s  makes  Cha ro ' s  ac t

I ook  downr i gh t  i nnocen t  (wh i ch ,  i n  a  way ,  I  guess  i t  i s ) .

S tand ing  O  #L7  and  a  ha l f .  Je r r y :  "Tha t ' s  show  peop le  f o r

\ t ^ l  I

I : 02  pm:  Hu l k  Hogan  en te r s  t o  a  s tagge r i ng l y  l oud

ova t i on .  " I  t h i nk  i t ' s  p re t t y  i ove l y  t ha t  t h i s  g i an t  i s

he re , "  Je r r y  says .  The  Hu l ks te r  t e l l s  an  i ncomprehens ib l e

s to r y  abou t  wo rk i ng  ou t  t h i s  mo rn ing  a t  t he  ho te l .  I 'm

reasonab l y  su re  i t  wou ld  be  i ncomprehens ib l e  even  w i t h  Some

s reep .

I  .  q q  n m .  . , n i - ^  h - -  ^ ^ r - ^ ;
_ Y ^ . , .  -  r m e  n a s  u e d s e u  c o

ove r  I as t  yea r  s  t o ta l ,  t o  #34 ,

S tand ing  O  #31  4 .

2 :07  pm:  Je r r y  and  Ed '  r v i t h

q i n n i n r r  q 6 \ m o  , i n r l  ^ F  i : r ! - -L r l L L r  ( J L  s P e U r d - L L y

o u t  t h e  w o r d s .  O n e  l i n e  g o e s :

' n r t r o  
m o : n i  n c  T h o  - a t f  a  r r a - \ p q
. L l L q r . :  : ] Y  .

L 03  , 87  4  .  Je r  r y  c r  i es  .

f i v e  m i n u t e s  t o  f i l 1 ,  a r e

n u m b e r .  I  c a n  b a r e l y  m a k e

'  m r r  F : r r n r  i  f el o u  r e  o n e  o L . . . r



f e l l as /You  re  swe l l  and  you  re  n i f t y  and  n i ce

2 :L5  pm:  I t  s  [ he  l as t  cu taway .  I  neve r  t hough t  I ' d  l i ve

to  see  t he  l as t  cu taway .  I  m  so  happy  I  cou ld  weep .  P lease

- - ^ - - t -  L L ^ .

d on  t  ge t  me  w rong :  i t  i s  g rea t  wo rk  t hey  ve  done  he re .  Bu t

i t  i s  no t  des igned  t o  be  seen  i n  one  b ig  gu lp .  Wha t  have  I

done?  And  can  I  poss ib l y  s l eep  enough : rou rs  t o  make  up  f o r

i t  be tween  now  and  t omor row  morn ing ,  wnen  my  p lane  l eaves

fo r  New Yo rk?

2 ;3L  pm:  Sam Fash ion  Upda te :  a  t ux  w i - t h  l oosened  bow t i e .

To  be  t h i s  b i g  a  cog  i n  t h i s  mach ine ,  he  says ,  t h i s

l ove  happen ing  Now he ' s  s i ng ing  "Wha t  K ind  o f

Foo l  Am I? '  
'  

Th i s  su re  i s  a  b l ockbus te r  f i na l  segmen t .  I

w i sh  I  cou ld  be  he re  i o r  i t .  Ye t  ano the r  S tand ing  O .  Sam:

I  t e l l  you  t h i s  f r om my  hea r t  and  my  gu t :  I  have  neve r

sung  t ha t  song  w i t h  more  emo t i on  t ha t  r i gh t  now '  because  o f

t h i s  occas ion .  "  Je r r y :  "Yeah t  "

2245  pm:  Now the re ' s  a  mad  rush  o f  CEOs  to  ge t  t he i r

dona t i - ons  on  t he  a i r  be f  o re  3 :  15 .  $5  m i l l i on  f  r om the

f i r e f i . gh te r s ,  $4 .5  m i l l i on  f r om Sou th land .  Hugs  a l l  a round .

3 :04  pm:  A  due t ,  Je r r y  ano  Sammy do ing  su re f i r e

c rowdp lease rs :  
'  

Manmy '  "Ap r i l  Showe ts r  "Swanee ,  "

Rock  a  Bye  You r  Baby .  I  can  no  l onge r  be  p l eased .  I

have  l os t  t he  capac i t y  f o r  p i easu re .  22  s t r a i gh t  hou rs  c f

Vegas  w i l l  do  t ha t  t o  you .  I  mean  no  d i s respec t  t o  t hese

marve lous  en te r t a i ne rs ,  bu t  I  m  so  t i r ed .  And  I  sense

ano the r  S tand inq  O  com inq  on .

3 :14  pm:  Je r r y  s i t s  a i one  a t  cen te r  s t age .  " I t ' s  been  a

I  o n o  r f  a v  - '  
'  

h p  c : \ / c  A  n n ^ ' i  - l : t r  a  n n a l  l - ' -  t r ^ r  - - ^ < i n O .
s q  z  r  . . e  5 d V 5 .  t s \  g U U t J  u d y  .  t s r  g U U u  u d y  L U I  l l t c t l t r



As  saccha r i ne  as  i t  may  sound ,  as  co rny  as  i t  may  read

.  my  God ,  wha t  a  good  day  f o r  mank ind " '  He ' s  s i ng ing

"You ' l l -  Neve r  wa l k  A lone .  The  b ig ,  t he  f i na l  s t and ing
-.Cc-d(e-z

Ova t i on ,  and  he ' s  gone .  a ) i k6 -o f  r en t -a - cops  I i nes  t he

s tage .

I 'm  go ing  t o  bed .


