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ground of this principle i s tlrlist Rlttional nature exists as all end in itself Thls ]s the way

in which a rnan necessarily conceives his own existence; it is therefore so far a

principle of human actions. But it is also t}le way in which every other rational

being conceives his existence on the same rational ground which is valid also for

mei hence it is at the same time an obiecttue pr:Jn iple' from which' as a suprem€

practical ground, it must be possible to dedve aU laws for the wjll The pnctical

imperative will therefore be as folows: A.t in such a way that vou always treat

humanity, ta,hethet in yoltr own permn or in the person ol any other, never sinply as a

neans, but ahnys at the same ti/ne as an enil.

l4l 270 uc), and MiIt moie innediate prede

cessor, lereny Benrham, had declded that pleas

ure and pain were the \overeig. masten

determi ng what malkind ought to do.' wlih
supportirg Bentham s gmeral approa.h. Mi]l was

sensitive to the wonl that such .r doctrine might
appear to idvocate gross physic. indulgencc, and

so be represented a'doct.ine wordry ofswinel
To .ounter ihis, hc dislinguish$ 'highcr' fion
'lower' pleasxres: softe kinds ofpleasurc (those

inrclving our more elevated itrtelectual faculties)

are more valuable than others, and hen.e it is

'be,uer to be Socntes dissatisfied than a fool sat-

isfiedl Though Mill tries to bolstcr his disti&rion
by appeal to the verdict of 'competert judges'

(those who have tried both knds of pleasurc),

critics have objected that it is not strictll consist

ent with his principles of utiliiy: ifpleasurc is the

ody ultimate standard, then il might have been

rnorc consistent to sdy (as Bendrm did) thlt
'quantity of plcasore being equal, push pin is as

soodas poetryl ,\mong other objections to ntili-
tdianism addresed by Mill in the louowins.l
traci is the wory that a consequentidlist system ol
ethics may lead us to break inportant rules of
conduct if the oEral balanc€ of pleasure is the

only stodard, why should I not tell lies whenever

I car nainize plesGl
that utilitariaff wjll r.f
veracity in the popularir
g€neraly productive of [F
on in rhc erlra.! he sq
will not try to make d
by direct rdcrence to f

The creed which 4
ness principle, hold
bappiness, wrong *
intended pleasure,a
plearure. To give ad
requires to be saG
pleasure; and to rb
explanations do d
grounded nandt
desirable ar ends I
utilita.ian as in aq'
themselves, or as q

Now sLrch a thccl
most estinable infr
they express it) Dol
ald pursuit - dreTrlr
of swine, to whom d
tuousiy likened; an{r
of equally polite coa

Wher thlls atta&
thei accusers, who q
supposes human bel
capable . . . The coq
precisely because a I
happiness. Human br
whcn once made cm
not in.lude their gxd
by any means frut
utilitarian p.incipbr
Christian elements r
of life which does r
imagin:tion, and oft
those of mere sensa
general have placed I

greater permanetrc& !
stantial advantages !
utilitarians have tult
as it may be called hi
the pinciple of udil

6 Happiness as the Foundation of Morality:
fohn Stuart MtlL, Utilitarianism*

Theories of norality are nomda)$ oft4 claisi

fied as either (a) consequdtialist or {r) d€onlo

logi.al, dependi.g on whether thel. ass€ss the

w.nh of actions or duses of aaion (a) in
ierms of their results or consequscet or (b)

on the basis ol then conformity to sone
principle or principles of duty (the tern
'dcontological' .omes trom the Greek deot,

obligatory). Ki.fs apprcach (see Previous q'
tract) is finnly deontological in character, wbile
the erlract that follo{s, by the celebFted

lineteenth cenlury philosopher Iohn Stuart

MiI, belongs squareiy in the consequentialist

tradition. MilI argues that the rightness or mong
ne$ ofan act depcnds nor on aty ittrinsic worth
(conb$i Kant), buL on the results it Producs, or
tends to produce. The standd.d of goodness

which MiI enploys for assessing those results

; Utility, or the Greaie( Happiffss PrinciPle:

a.rions are igh! in proportion as they tend to
promote happlne$, Mong as they tend to Pro
due the rryerse of happin*s. HaPpiness is de

6ned bl' Mill as pieasurc and the absence of Pain.
\till did not invent utilitarianistu. The notion

ftrt pleare might provide a standard for

FJ@ting action iad been widcly canvassed in
aiir Grk philosophy (notrbly by tspicurus,

' ! i \t:ll, Unlihrid,rn [18611, ch. 2j dbridgcd, Pun.tuation oc.ariomllv modified. Manv cditions

. 6d.bit, indudilg that l,y R ctu! (oxford: orloid Universitv Picss, 1998J witl intodnctior and

r :aer tE pla.ed @nlind urdei the govenance of t1vo sovereign maste^ pleasure aM Pain Il is lor

6- - d#nift wiat we o!8hr to do, as well as a'h"r we sh al ':'d (A" thttud,cnot tu the Princ;lt's ol

l.r*-rlaliCdid Il7S9l, ch 1) See )ko nrtroduction ro tafl lX atrx't 6, bdow
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I dn mriimtr pleasule bvduing 5o? MiI replies

ir,, nil rinrs wrll xrni n, mstiL a qse oi
leracity in the populadon, since truth-telling 6
generally Productivc ofhlPpioess. Hele dd later

on ir the cxtract he snggests that utilitarids
will not try to Drake each individual decision

by direcl referen.e to the greatest haPpin6

pnncrpls but !rstrd wrll.ricl Io LUle'.r guide

line( b:\ed on uu, exueri€nc ot rle I'i.d uf.on_
du.t that ter.ls to'naxinize happiness. Thc

rsulting version ol utiLitarianism, row knoM
as indnect or lule' ntiliuriaDisF, has stronglv

infGrced lne subsequcnr d4elopme oluo l
plrno*ph{

The creed which acccpts as the foundatiotr o{ morils Utilitv' or the Greatest Happi

ne- DrinciDlc. horJ' Lhrr a.rion' are nghl m ProFrtion ls $ev ten" o promorr

;";"i;. ; '."" .' rhrv rend to produce lbe rntrse of h'aPpine5' 81 h rpoines' '

" '!'"1.i "t"* 'i " "a 'r'c 
absenle of Pint h^- uDh'appiness pain a nd r}le pnr a orr ' 'l

.r.,'',*. i" "i. , .r*. 
"iew 

of rle monl *andard s€r uP b! rhe Lheoq m-'h murc

i""".' ,.' 1,1 'rr,l; I- pan'cular. $h'rt duos ir in'tudes in rhe rdea ol orrr and

''",'".., ,"" ro w\d. erlenr fii5 is leh an oPeD qu6-tioc But these rupplement"tt

L-r"",.r.* do nor rr-c\r r-he theon of bre on $'tri(h thb lheory of moralin n

"'i,-Jll - -"4t, r-hat plea:ue aod ircedom Fom pain' are rne onJv t-hjns'

:"'r:;-;'l. .""., ono 'h,t 
ux desinble rhinp ($di'h are as numerous Ln t]'r:

utilitarian as in any other s€heme) are drsEable either for the pleasure inherent in

themselves, or as means to the Promotior of Pleasue and the Prevention of pain 
.' 

N.* *.r' 
" 

,r'*ry .f [fe ;tes iu maq' minds' and amory them in some of the

,rro"i "rd-rbl. 
i" f."ri"g and PurPGe, itrFderate dislike To suPpose ihat life has (as

r."'"*'"'i,, ro hiqh;r end d'atr Pleas!€ - oo bener and nobler obiect ot de'ire

;;;'l*" hev de'lgnare as unm' me"! and g/o\elinst a' a ducrrire nor thv on]1

"i*l,i* - rr."rn rhe rollowers of tpicunr here' dt d veq eail) per'od 'onremp
i".,.ry rir."".a' *a -.aem holders oftie dot-trtue are occasionallv made the subiect

"r ..''-t," ooli'" .o'-p*i.ons bv its C'€rnzn' Freoch and I rrgli'h i-dilrrrr'- 
wr'.. 'ir.,,,,.lea, lhe EPic r€"ns hare alwavs a$wered t'ar ir i' nnr rhet L' l

their ac."sers, who represent iumau 
'ature 

in a degading light; since the.accusation

'"pp.*, 
rl"-* f'.i'i' ,o be capable ofno pleasures except those of which swine are

.,",1,f.... rfl"..ln0,ri'on ofrne Epicurer life ro thrrol beJ'r'i\lel J\ deBridins'

;;.;i"l' ;,* .r ncor ' pleasures do oor :adsr1 a ruma- hcins ' n"'eorion ur

i"rri"... tr-" ,.r t'"1"e' l'ite taculna rnore elerated tndn rhc inirnal Jpferi'{' anJ

r^l"i' ""..1""". .,"*1.-s of rnenr' do nor resard anlrhins " h"PP'ne'' $ri']l du^

n,'r ir.l,de.hcirgrdrif.rlon ldono(.inde€d'conldcrlheIpicL-eJn'rohr\eb"'
;' ""; ;.".' r;lr'c* in drawing out tbeir \chemc ol 'on'eqrren'c' rom t\c

", 
ri.i"" o.".ipr. lo do t'is irrrm rutEoent mrnne- mrn) 5ro:' J' sell r\

lii*"" "i..*i. *q'ire to be included But ihere is no klorvn Epicurean theory

il;;';iJ ;";; noi assign to tre pleasurs of the intelrect' of the feerings and

imdsinJrion, "'o o rhe mordi \€DrimeDls' a much hgherv"luea' pr'J5ure\ rhdrr 'o

i"o'?ai ;;..e,hrrion. rr must be adnined hohc\er' rh'r urili"idn sri er':n

".;.;, '::. puce,l rne 'upenoriq ol mental orer l'odil\ orci\'r€\ ':nief) 
in rhc

I;;;. *'.";""", -,"r) uncordioes er( or rhe rormer rhdr i' r' 'heir 'ir' -
i'r"i"r'"a",-'"g* rdther -hlrr in thei' intrin'i' "'rure 

qnd o1 r I rlr<* L'u'rrr'

"."1i.,;,.' t' ''""t"f'l proved $en ca'fl but rhcv nrrglr lrarc ta(err rhe uthcr' r'd'
.''i'-.,r1,e.'Led,hieh"rsroundwirhenrire'on\I'lcnfl lri'quire'^nrr'r"ble(rl\
.Fc pri|ciple of u ilrri r,' re. ognire dre tact rhr' 'ome 

(ral of ole:r'-e -'e trtore
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de.ndblc Jnd n'o'e t'luible rt'dn olhcr' ll qould be rb'urd rhdr $l'ile in erlirndling

li'",l,"",' J,t"' *''q i' con\idered a' hc i' quanti'v Lhc esimarion oiplea'ure'

:;llii5,:ui';'"5 i::til;;:;l'J.iil:i' n p eJ.ur.' yr rhr i*::.:t:
t""*r. ."r" arrbf. 

'n"r 
rn"rle' meref' rs o plea'"'e ercept i'' beins' Cr(ar:r T

:;:;;; il'" i; .'" to*'|bre anqe' orLso pre^ure' irthcre hc o'\e ro htu'h arl

l, "-.", .ti "r" n,," ;\perience orl.o.h "i\e i dc.ided prercre'ce irre'pe'rrteor

:;,"d;;; mora! ob,isa ion .''.1.:ti;,11,:,,f.01:[ ffii:'i:.1i1'J',:,:;l:
of the rwo is, bv thosewho are competent

iii i o., n", in.t o*r" i" ** iho'rgh rrnowrng it ro be rrrended wrh J srcdrer

l-.1,'", 
"ial'.".J.'i,. -d hould noue'isn ir ror 'r1) quinrirv or rhe other Plersure

l;:.;',;;,;;','.,; '' 'rpabre 
or: ne 'ie ru'ri6cd in a'Lribins r'l' rhc prercrled

:; "";:;, : ',0''lo,l'v iL durirv " rar oJr weisnins qurnrirv & ro rcndcr rr' rn

'omparison 
ol'matl a'rounr' 

rho,e who drc equally a(quarnled hilh. rnd
NoN it is an unquestionable fact thrt

.";),;;:;;;i;;i ;;;"'rarrns 'nd enrovins b"rh do si'!e J mo'' md'ke'r pI(rercn'c

;:;t:;,;;;;. "i"."ce 
whi"h emPro* iheir nigher ircurric\' A heins or hrsher

ll-i'"I''".1'"' ,n"* ro nuke him hJpp\' i' crpablc Probrhl) oi norc Jcure

'"t::i;;. "il .; '"';ll "'c*ibre 
ro :r rr ''ore noint' Lhan one or rn 'nrerior r'!?i:

h"' in (nii..r rhese lrahilili'\' he cdn ne\cr rc'tt' -i'h ro 'int Ur" " h.l',F" ':il:li::
. l"*.,'e,"a" .r *,..*.'r::,:l lT"::;:,;',,i;i';i ffi ;:: n"".t ":::
"acri6ce 

ofhapprnes that the \uperroi

i\ not haDDief thJn the inrenor ' conround' rhe ruo vcrv difierenl ideA o{ h'pprnes

,'.i"lj",""ii 
' 

"' 
Jt*turabre $ar tne be'ns whore LaPdcrrie\ of eaio\ n'enr drc ro$

i::,i""';;;*i;;;;rhavios them ruuv iatisnedt dnd d hishrv endowcd heins wu

,i,i,". r?i-,n"i "- *oPiness whj(b he c"n look for' a' lhe world :"on'rirurcd I'

il;:;;:, il;;l,; r'eam to bear is imperredioni ir rhev rre d' 'ru bearrbrc' rnd

';J"';il';;il;;' 
"o'v 

rne being who t indeed un',,n"iou\ or rhe imperrc'

ii"i'. u,' .",t u.**" ue r€els oor ar aI $e sood whj(h 'ho'e 
imPc'le(rion' qudr'r'

lil' i:#;;;;;;.; beirgdiswdsned than a pis 'ari\nedi berr€r 'o hc \ocr'e"

l'l;, ;l;; ;,; ; ;.; 
',tisned' 

And iJ the roor or rhe pis dre or d diff'rerrr oPrnron'

t","''n"."r*" if."t 
"rlt" 

n"or their orm \ide olthe qucnio'r l\e orh€' p"q ro rhe

comParison knou\ both sides

F,om thj' r.rdi.l of lhe'ompelenl rudge< l rpPrehcnd rherc'an bt no appeal on

, 
"li"lil"" 

-ti.n i' 
'n" 

ie'r I'oirh travins; wo pred'ure' or which or $o n'odr\ or

1""""'* i' i'r" nt^, 
",,etui 

ro Lhe feeliiq' apan rrom rr' moral rr'riburc' d r'r l-rom

i::;.::r:";:J'';i,:g"'.'' "' 'h*' 
-"h'''* 

quJrined br rnowredse orborr' or

i' ,i", a'l*,,,1.,,.f ,r'.rnriorih imonq them' mu'r be rdmrrred difinr' AndIhere

:l;ll;;;;.;'.he'irdrionroo'repithr"iudgemenrre'Pecrins'rhcquarin-ol
"l","'i"l'. ''","',*" u no orher rribunal ro be relened Io elen on rhe que\uon ol

:lT;ii;. il"; ;;;"' "'e 
rherc ^r 

dererminins hhj'h i' rhe rcu'c't or rwo pdin' or

l;il;il;,".i ; ';; r'*\u.dhre 'en'Jrioq\' excepr rhe senerir 'Lrrlrase 'r rho'c \ no

i]I i","ii,''-',i u"lrt Ncirher parn' nor predsure' drc homotscnoLr' nnd p'n r\

:i;,; ;,:,"-;;";" *'h prca't're whar ; rhere ro dc'ide hherhcr I Prnrcurir

1,"^'r. i' ""?,f' "-"*\rng 
ir Lhe co'r ol a padiculJr p"in c\'epr 

'he 
rcerinq' 

irr:
il:.;;:l;;;;;;;;"'nced'whenrhererorerho'ere(r;l!''Jndiudsernelrde'rd(
l;:"::::H;;;';;;m rhe hisher ra'urrie' ro he prereribrc i,, k'd dpdrr r'on'rhe

question of tu!
faculties, is slt

According I
end, with refen

fnr as po$itile
quantity and !

defined lasl tL

to all manl<ind

I rnurt agaii
acknowledge,I

own happir€s
impartial as r

done by, and
utilitarian Dor
would enjoitr"
(as speabns p
possible in ba
opinion, wbi3
as to establiS
own happin€s

The object
discrcditable I
just idea ofiB
too high for I

is to mista*e
actions with I
or by what ter
an we do shan

right, wheth€
speak only o
principle: itn
inplying thd
society al la4
the world, bo

and the thoq
the particulat
benefiting tb
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.ueniox ol inren\iLi, ro tho\e of whiLh Ine anljnal nJrure di'ioinrd from rhe higher

".rf 
i.', i' **,p,if'f. 

'he) 
de endtled on lhis 'uhre't ru the'anrc regard

- 
i.."'ai." 

" 
ih.,,,",'.", HaPpine's PrinciPle A dhovc e\Phined' rhe ulrim!rt

end.uirhreier.r.eroandforthesaleolducballorherrh'g\tfeJe'irdble($"elhcr
!V. a.. .o""id..i"g out owD good or tbat ofother peoPle)' is ar e)'istence exempt ns

ral I' o.'.iUr" o"'"' p"'". "ia 's 
rid a5 possible in eniovnrenr' h"-h irr ponrr ol

": ;; l ;;"il';' rhis beids" ac.ordrns ro the utilir'lrid1 or'i'ron rhc end ot

;;;,;'..;'. l;.1.'.,rilr arso tie *andrd or mo-r'rlr shi(\ 'na\ r"orJrrsr' be

;;;;; 
-;., 

;" -;1". 
""" 

p,eceps for hu@tr @odud bv the observd"ce o \ hh r' rn

;;;,;-*.;;.;"4;;.n'ae".du.a mishr b'' to ue seaten exrenr Po\'ibre '€cured

io,rt .u.ma; "na 
nolo them ooh' but^ ro br as de Da['e otrhing"d"tl' lo lhe

whole sentient creation. -.'r ..', *rl" reDcJr wh,ll lne assailmB ol olitananism seldom bate Lhe i!6dce lo

,. i."",.i""". 'r'" 
,tl r'"ppine"' *dici iirrms ttr @litariro naDddd ol \rbar i( riShl

tn .."1,"i ".' i." ,g"nii o-n huppi""s+ t'o rbr otal coocemed A5 berween hr(

i-"'ir"*r."." ""i tiat o{ othcri'- utilitarianism recuires hin to b€ as stricdv-

,-",.'i,r'^ 
" 

ai'i"'**,ed and hcnevo err 'pecrarol 
ln the goldo nrle of lesu* of

N,L."h "" rcdd rhe .omplcre 'pirir o rhc erhic' ol urilitv- To do as 
'ou 

hould b€

a.* Ur, .r",1 ror^!e your nciEhbour a. \oursell..on.lirure the ideal Pdlittion of

,riii,,i".-".'J,n 
^.''ne 

mc,""'ol'n"ungrheneare'r aporoach ro this neal' utiliry

-",rd ""i. ", 
fir5r. rl-dr ldh\ drrd \o' idl anansemenr' 'no:lo pta:: 

-'n'FPP-T 
-

,,, .*,kinc or:ciicruv ,l nJ! br c.rjleo I ,l-c irrcre.r. ol erer) mdrvrdual as o€atre 6

' ^.iir" -ij'rn""t -l t rhc inrere'r uf $c sh're: Jnd 'e(onoiv tlar ed catioo and

i"r"-". 
" 
ll.. l,,i '" '.r.r 

a p' r'er over hurnrn chrra"'r' 'hould 'o use that poser

"i,. .'',Jri.i I" ,'. rn 
"d 

u'e'erv rr'ii' i'lual an indi*olublc aso'iarion berween his

,,wn haDDincss rnd thc so"d of tle whoLe" i";;;.;;" ' uriliiari" ri'm.areor 'rwdt' 
be 'nJrsed wi h 

'cpreseor.ins 
ir in d

,li'.redildble lishl. Or lneconlrdr) lho\ermong Lhcm $hocnlerrdlJl a 1tungurea

i"{ i,1., ol rt\ oi5rnrere\red ihr rJ.leFomrrimc' Cnd fdulr wirh j'' 'trndard 6 berng

i:; ;;;;; ;;;;;;' ih"v.r :r i' """rins 
roo rrruch ro requi'c lhar Deopre \hru

,i.."J,c. t'om rt'c I'au.emerrr orpromorrngrheEentral inrere:15 ol ro('er) Bul tn''

i5 ro mi',Je rhe rery rernirrts oi u 'randard ol moral' and 'oolound $e rur( or

""i";;;;;i,h.mJi".f 
it liis the business of ethics to tetl us what are o.tt duties'

.' lr -fr' '*' *" rnry tt^$ lht m hurn"')\'cnulelhrc'require'lharlhemoriveul

"i, 
\"'.i".1",11,.,.;,tntordul:u" he colr ra ru' nincrv nine bund' edrh" of dl our

a,liorF"reJonehomo.1."|.tn6;1s'.andriShllv\odoreUlheruleoldrrrvo{{\Iru'
,onde|lrnrhem..Hewh,'o'."'t'1o"6rear'rrellomdrowningdo<s$hrlr\mordrrv
.ti,l,. r n.i"' nl' .r '.bcdur) 'r' rhe \oDP o' heing paid lor hi' rroublc Bur ro

.i":i;;;;; ,.'."' a"* Fom rhe rnorrvc o' durv and rn dirccr obedien'e to

"i'"i'",". ', 
l t''"oo'€hcn'ion or rhe u ilrrJrirn mode ol rhoushr ro 

'onceive 
i r'

i"l;;;; ;-;;;;'[J;urd tu\ ,ne , mi,,ds upor^o Mde d senerdrirv A Lh' 
,$L'r'd 

nr

-.i"i" ", 
t"'ni lhe s,reJr m.rj'riq oisood Jcrion' are drrecred nor ror rFc Denerrr ur

;;.;; ;;,i";;: .r rhe indindu;r' or\v\i'h rhe good or rhe woid I' mrde upr

,n,1 rhc tho.rsh.' ol lne mon U lu"tr' rrrrn necd nol on be'e u' cJ'iun' lrJ\el b') orJ

'i" '"l,ri"r"i".'.".'.,n.ern.d 
ercepr a' hr a'i'ne'esaq roJ*uchirn'cUrhdrin

r,"ni;;';;;;;. i' n,r 'ior,rir3,he 
r:shr' lhar i' rhc lesrrimdre rnd rurh^rn(J

",;.;;;;:;';; ,"""''. "r* rr-e-mdripi.riion or hrppine* i' r.'ordins Io rhc
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utilitnrian ethics, the object of virtue the occasions on which any person (ejrcept one

J" ,r'.r*"al fl"' i i" r'is power to do this on an extended scale' in other words to be

" 
p"r,ii. U*.i:,"*, *" uui exceptionali and on these occasions alone is he called on

to'consider public utility; in every olher case, private utility' the interest or happiness

"i."-. f"'"'' p***, i" ,[ he has to attend to Those alone' the influence of whose

u.tin"" .*r""d, to society in general' need concem themselves habitu:l1y abour so

,.r"e," "Ui". 
ln |e c",e or o.)'i-cn'e' indeed ol lhirrd' $hich People lo'hcir o

a""f,'- 
"r" 

'a' -rr.1a*rrio'r'. rhoutsh lhe consequences rn rhe pani rla- ca'e migl-t

U" U"."n.itl - i *orfa te unworthv of an hteligent agent not be conscious]y aware

,i"i .r'" *,io. t of ,i cla* hhi.1. il P-dcjsed geoerair) hr'rdd be Sene-rU) irrruriorr''

and lhJl rhi' r' rne gr.und ol hc ob igrrion ro absldn frorn ir' fhe a'rourrl "l regdd

'.;,il",;l'. rre'e"'r inptied in !hi';e'osniboD; nor srcrrcr rhar i' deranded b1

.rer\ \v5rern ofm^ral'. or rne) aI enioin ro dbsrain f""n'tlhdlevcr F mrrule\trv

Derniciou5 t^ socrety
'-o'"i". U',Li^ i' oien 'urrmanly 

stigrnatird a5 an irnmordl docrrine br givinf it

,t. i" n. ',r t'1,.Ji.n'" and taking adYantage of tle PoprJrr u'e of that tc'm ro

.".*', it *i f i'.i'"ipr". But the Expedienc in the s€nse in which it is opPosed to the

nignt, g.n".uUy -"uni Aat which is er?edient for the particular inte'est of the agent-r'rfi.ii 
* *!" , -;*"ter sasifices th€ interest of his country to keep himself jn

pi^|.. wn* r, -.-" ,"y*,-g better than tltis' it means thanehich is erpedient for

sorne immediate oblect' some temPomry purpose' but which violales a ru]e whose

"U'.^r"..;."l.ai*t - a mu(h hiEherdegree The Expedie'1l in rn ' \errr':-'lerd

ot beine Lhe 'ame 
Lhine wilh $e userll tdb'ancholthehufltuL lLrh i !.t'rrLd ohcn

l" 
"-Jaienr. 

ror Lhe purpo'e ot gel ing over some momenldn PTbdrrd\'-enl o-

,r',i'i.n to-e obiecr immediarelv L:clul lo ours€lves or olher" Io lell r'ie Bul

irr'-ri *,r'".rf,;'r'ion rn ounel' s ola sensirive feeling on Lhe 'JL'ied 'l \ erd'jr)

i"."..f,f'. -*, "."f"f, 
and the enJeebiement oftlat feeiing one ofthe most hurtfl '

rhin!\ to whrch,'u,..rnduo can be in'rumenral and inJ'mu'h J\ in) evcn

.,.i.1.nrional. oe\-arron rronr rrurh doe' Lhat mucb row:rd' wea-kcnirg rhc lrJsr-

*.'if i"*" oir'"-o" *"ertion, which is not onlv the Pincipal support of a[ present

sJal we being, b t the insulliciencv of which does more tban anv oDe thing that

.un U. "o-.a 
tJt"ep r'*i. civilization, virtue, evetthing or which human happiness

"",ft" 
Utg"" *a. a"p.ndsi we feel that the violation' for a present advantage' ofa

-i" "i "*il """'*.a*, 
expediencv is not er?edient' and that he rvho' for the sakc of

" 
."""-*""" . himself oi somc other individual' does what depends on him to

a"pri". -*f.i'la .f,r'" good' and inflict upon them the evil' involved in the grcater

".i"* *rta*. *f i.fr ,f'.y can place in each othert word' acts the part of one oflheir

**" *"-i.". v",,ft", .ten this rule' sacred as it is' admiis ofpossible exceptions' is

".i"..f"ag.a 
Uy 

"U -"ralists; the chief of which is when the withlolding of some

r.., f", "ri"f.'-",i." 
f..m a malefactor, or ofbad news ftom a person dangerouslv

ill) woul<i save an inttividual (especiallv an individual other than oneself) ftom great

and unmerite,r evil, and when the withholding can onlv be elTected bv denial But ir
orcer rfr"r ,he cr'eprlo rrdy nor enerrLr il\ell bevond lhe need and md' hrve.lhelcd'l

no\"iblc e[le(r i'r qea-"enins r<lidnLe on \erJciq il ouShr ro be rcrosrriTed drd rl

;'".''ble. iL' Lmil' dcltne,i; ard if 'he 
prir' iple ol uritjry i\ good lor dntihing il mu'r

;e eood tor weilhing rhc.e 'unli.Urg udririe' rsain\r one ano her' dnd mirkirg our

rh.-'esion" wiLhjn \.hi.h one nr r\e o,her prepo"deratc'
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Again, defenders of Utility often flnd themselves called rPon to rePly to such

obied;ons as this tbat there is not time, previous to action, for calculating:nd
r,reighing the eff€cts of any line of conduct on the general happiness . . The answer to

the objection is that there has been amPte til'le, name\' the whole past duration of the

human species. During aI that time mankind bave been learning by enperi€nce the

rendencies of acrions, on which exPerierce aI the Prudence as wel as a the moralily

of life are &pendeDt... ll lhat the recened code of €thi6 is by no means of divhe
right; and that mankind have stdl much to l€aln at to the effects of actions on the

general happincss, I admit, or rather, €ern€sly maitrtair The corolldies ftom the

principle of utility, like the precePts of €€y Pra.tical art, ad$it of indeinite
improvement, and in a pro$essiv€ star€ of the huma! mind, their improvement is

peryetually going on. But to consider rhe rules of Eoralitt as imProvable is one thingj

to pass over the ilternediate generaliz:rirns atird,v' ad mdeavour to test each

individual action dire.tly by tbe fim principle,; amther. It is a strange notion that

the acknowledgeDent of a first pri-nciple ; iftonsistent wittr the admission of
secondary ones. To irform a travefer l€+cdiE 6€ Place of his ultimate destination

is not to forbid the use oflandmarks and direcion-Posts otr the way. The proposition

that happiness is the end and aim of nof:lir.rdo6 trot mean that no road ought to be

laid down to that gor1, or that persotrs goi4 thirher should not be advised to take one

direction rnther than rhe other-. - Nobo4- agues that tle an of navigation is not

founded on astronomy, because sailoF..nnot rlait to calculate the Nntional Alman

ack. Being rational creatures, they go to tea r.ili it ready calculated; and all rational

creatures go out upon the sea of life *ith their minds made up on the common

questnns of right and wrong, as wdl as on mny of tle far more difllct t questtuns of
wise and foolish. And this, ar long as for€sight is a human quality, it is to be presumed

thev will continue to do.
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7 Utility and Common-sense Morality: Henry
Sidgwick, Methods of Ethics*

The idcas behind thc 'indirecf ve6ion of urili
tarianism propounded lry I. s Mi[ (s Pl€tio6
erlract) were ftrthg damin€d dd ds'doFd
l.td in Lhe nineteenth celturl by the Cambndge

philosopher Heuy Sidgwick. Thougb Sidgwicli

is often dassified as a urilitarian, his disions
of urilitarianism are conc.med in the mitr to
provide a cdtical accolDt of the relatioshiP
between utjlitirian lheory and ordinary con'
non se$e noraliry ln the following dEact he

ffimines first of all the b?othesis that comon

snse, based on the long experierce of mn*nrd,
@ be expe.led to be a rcliable guide to those

rules dd practices wlich pronote happiness.

Thde may be all sorts of reasons, Sidgwick .r-
gues, why the prevailins code in any gnm soci-

ety may not be aD ideal maximizer of utiLity

Guch reasons include the linited symPathy

and limited intelligence of the hunat b€ings

involved) Given $al the set of rules that

has $ohed ovcr tht ages is likcly to be o y a

very imperfea sulde to the gcneral h.PPincss,


