The Parishes of St. Peter and St. Thomas the Apostle

St. Peter’s Church

47 Central Avenue, Wellsboro, Pennsylvania 16901
Parish Office: 570-724-3371 Fax: 570-724-6322
Religious Education Office: 570-724-9789
Website: www.stpeterswellsboro.com

Parish Office Hours
Monday — Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm

Parish Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jacek Bialkowski
Secretary: Connie Spang — stpch@ptd.net
Bookkeeper: Melissa Mann — stpadm@ptd.net
Religious Education: Jen Minnich — stpreled@ptd.net
Maintenance Staff: Connie Spang, Rob Minnich

Schedule of Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm (livestreamed)
Sunday: 8:30am

Reconciliation
Tuesday — Friday: 11:45am — 12:10pm
Saturday: 4:30-5:00pm or by appointment

Welcome!

If you are visiting Tioga County this weekend, welcome

and thank you for worshiping with us. If you are
searching for a Spiritual home, we welcome you to join
us and invite you to become part of our church family.
Please contact the Parish Office for more information.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 21, 2025

St. Thomas the Apostle
111 First Street, Elkland, PA 16920
Parish Office: 814-258-5121 Fax: 814-258-5122
Religious Education: stpreled@ptd.net
Website: www.stthomaselklandpa.com

Parish Office Hours
Tuesday and Friday 8:00am — 2:00pm

Parish Staff
Pastor: Rev. Jacek Bialkowski
Bookkeeper: Melissa Mann
stpadm@ptd.net
Receptionist: Jen Minnich
stthomaselkland@outlook.com

Schedule of Weekend Masses
Sunday: 11:30am (St. Thomas)
Sunday: 1:00pm (St. Catherine) *
*1% Sunday of the month, Mass at St. Catherine is at
4pm to accommodate Bingo in Knoxville
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Mission Church: St. Catherine of Siena
146 Lincoln Street, Westfield, PA 16950


http://www.stpeterswellsboro.com/
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mailto:stpreled@ptd.net
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St. Peter’s

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 21, 2025
DATE .~ TIME MASS INTENTION

Monday, 12/22 No Mass
Tuesday, 12/23 12:10pm | In Memory of Harriet Josten (Norb & Nona Josten)
Wednesday, 12/24 4:.00pm | Christmas Intentions @ - oo -
Thursday, 12/25 9:30am | Christmas Intentions W‘t@ e
Friday, 12/26 No Mass oo EAE
Saturday, 12/27 5:00pm o ,
Mass is In Memory of Christine Plato (Family)
Livestreamed

Sundai, 12/28 8:30am Livini & Deceased Members of St. Peter’s Parish

Stewardship

Sunday Collection for 12/14/2025: $5,671.00
(includes envelopes, loose, and e-giving)

Weekly Goal to Meet Expenses: $6,494.00
Difference: -$823.00
Year to Date Budget Variance: -$16,991.00

Thank you for your support of our parish

St Peter’s Lector/EMHC Schedule

Saturday, December 20
Lector: Priscilla W.
EMHC: Denise S. & Glenn P.
Sunday, December 21
Lector: Martin O. & David B.
EMHC: Nicole O. & Tom G.
Wednesday, December 24, 4pm
Lector: David G.
EMHC: Terra T. & Glenn P.
Thursday, December 25, 9:30am
Lector: Natalie K. & Priscilla W.
EMHC: Mike S. & Danette K.
Saturday, December 27
Lector: Tom S. & Coleen E.
EMHC: BIJ B. & Aaron S.
Sunday, December 28
Lector: Patty P. & Theresa D.
EMHC: Tom G.

Happening This Week

Sunday, December 21*

No Religious Ed

Penance Service — 4pm; Holy Child
Music Ministry Practice after Mass
Monday, December 22"

Knights of Columbus Christmas Gathering — 6pm;
Parish Center

Tuesday, December 23"
Adoration — 1pm-6pm
Wednesday, December 24"

Parish office Closed

Christmas Eve Mass — 4pm
Thursday, December 25"
Christmas Day Mass — 9:30am
Sunday, December 28

No Religious Ed Classes

Inclement Weather Policy
For the safety of our parishioners, if the local schools are
closed, there will be no daily Mass or Adoration. The
church will remain open for private prayer using the
parking lot side entrance.

Church Hours/Adoration

Monday — Friday: The church doors will be open for
private prayer from 8:00am — 5:00pm. If the main doors of
the church are locked, please enter through the side parking
lot door.

Saturday: The side parking lot door (only) will be open
from 8:00am — 4:30pm for private prayer. All church doors
will be unlocked at 4:30pm for Mass.

Sunday: All church doors will be unlocked at 8:00am for
Mass and will remain open until 9:30am when religious
education classes begin

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on
Tuesdays from 1:00pm-6:00pm, with Benediction.




St. Thomas

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 21, 2025
DATE TIME MASS INTENTION

Sunday, 12/21
St. Thomas

11:30am | In Memory of Sandra Caffo (Husband Tom)

Sunday, 12/21
St. Catherine

1:00pm | In Memory of Gary & Donald Pautz (Family)

Thursday, 12/25
St. Thomas

11:30am | Christmas Intentions

Sunday, 12/28
St. Thomas

11:30am | In Memory of Sarah Carbone (Carol Harkenrider)

Sunday, 12/28
St. Catherine

1:00pm | In Memory of Helen Sereno (Jean Sereno)

The Sanctuary Candlc in St. (Catherine is offered in Mcmorg of Garg & Donald Pautz bg Family

Stewardship

Sunday Collection for 12/14/2025: $1,385.00
(incudes envelopes, loose and e-giving)

Capital Campaign: $5.00

Social Justice: $5.00

Weekly Goal to Meet Expenses: $2049.00

Difference: -$654.00

Year to Date Budget Variance: -$5,894.00

Thank you for your support of our parish

St. Thomas Lector & Altar Server Schedule
Sunday, December 21
St. Thomas  11:30am
Lector: Walter Bialkowski
E. Minister: Lillian Becker
Altar Servers: Crooker Family
St. Catherine 1:00pm
Lector: Michele Zinck
E. Minister: Michael Zinck
Altar Servers: Clements Boys
Thursday, December 25, St. Thomas, 11:30am
Lector: Jason Whalen
E. Minister: Valerie Smith
Sunday, December 28
St. Thomas 11:30am
Lector: Megan Crooker
E. Minister: Lillian Becker
Altar Servers: Crooker Family
St. Catherine  1:00pm
Lector: Mark Clements
E. Minister: Michael Zinck
Altar Server: Clements Boys

This Week’s second collection is for
Social Justice.

Next Week’s second collection is for
Capital Campaign.

Mass Attendance

*Weekend of December 14, 2025*

St. Thomas — 32
St. Catherine — 32
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The Work of Christmas

When the song of the angels is stilled,
hen the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock...
[t's then that the work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost

To heal the broken
To feed the hungry

To release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To bring peace among brothers
To make music in the heart.
-Howard Thurman
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St. Peter’s Parish Contact Listing

Women’s Bible Study — Sue Singer 570-439-0466
Social Concerns — Karen Plumley 570-439-0175
Parish Rummage Sale - Pat Gorda 570-404-8918
Diane Bill 516-458-9130
Church Decorations — Sue Singer 570-439-0466
Buildings & Grounds — Rick Joachim 570-439-2591
Cemetery Committee — Howard Rutledge 570-724-4529
Dinner Committee — Karen Novak 570-982-5115
Music Ministry — Christina Simonis 570-724-2085
Youth Group — Steve Tokarz 570-404-0693
Eucharistic Adoration — Rhonda Gooch 570-724-3092
Finance Council — Tim Gooch 570-971-5826
Parish Council — Steve Tokarz 570-404-0693
Worship Committee — Christina Simonis 570-724-2085
Sunday Nursing Home Communion — Parish Office
Prayer Chain — Kate Black 570-916-9573
ChristLife — Norb Josten 570-724-9095
Marian Ministries — Linda Sampson 570-404-2180
Fundraising Committee — Tim Gooch 570-971-5826
Knights of Columbus — Mike Buono 717-320-2305

St. Peter’s Flower Arrangements

Parishioners are now able to purchase the flower
arrangements that are placed at the altar, tabernacle, or by
the Mary statue in memory or in honor of someone.

The cost is as follows:
Altar Flower Arrangements—1 arrangement $70,
2 arrangements $140
Tabernacle Arrangements — 2 arrangements $40
Mary Arrangement — 1 arrangement $25

You may request a particular flower(s) or color scheme,
and Akiko’s will do their best to honor that if at all
possible. The Arrangements will arrive in time for the
weekend Masses and remain for the following week.
Please stop in or call the rectory for available dates. The
Memorial/Honorarium will be listed in the bulletin.

St. Peter’s Parish Prayer List

Trish Knowlton, Shirley Mekos Broughton, Mary Mekos,
Jonathan Hardman, Stephen Hurd, Suzie Alexander,
Adrenne Gilbert, Bob Murphy, Sylvia Smith, Tom Mobhr,
Carol Weatherby, Teresa Pavlock, Joann Black, Patricia
Quattrone, Katie Seip, Lisa Jones, Renee Kennedy, Gay
Furlong, Fran Rose, June Sherman, Kathy Smith, Tim
Bogaczyk, Beth Valdez, Charles Barrett, Joe Engel,
Darleen Evans, Elizabeth Payne, Cindy Sereno, Jim
Callahan, Ruth Russell, Anne Marie Beuter, Skip
Warriner, Stephanie Calicchia, Shannon Jones, Cody
Bowers, Carolyn Clark, Don Hayden, Shannon Slaton,
Lisa Neil-Keller, Ann Callahan, John Harling, Shawn
Wheeler, Kayleigh Johnson, Nancy Clark, Richard and
Valerie Tobin, Adele Young, Suzan Richar, Gloria
Fermenic, Alice Kohut, John Bowe, Kathy Wheeler,
Phyliss Davis, Michael Joseph Harris, Maggie Stirnaman,
Jane Johnson, George Hill, Kami Maloof, Don Gordon,
Christopher Morre, Kassie Nowak, Carter Benjamin,
Elexxa Germino, Kathy Macensky, Tom Reindl, Val
Anthony, Rob Butler, Will Gastrock, Mary Kay Clark,
Karen Roggow, Mary DiCiurcio, Dawn Anthony, Tom
Walrath, Paul Beuter, Marian Coolidge, Pamela Pasquale,
Stephen Stirnaman, Patty Kramer, John & Frances Juriga,
Angela Germino, Michael Warren

St. Thomas Prayer List

Willow Abbey, Jacob Abbinanti, Barbara
“Minso” Albro, Mike Asiello, Maureen Bartoo, Don
Blovhic, Stephanie Rose Calicchia, , Bill Campbell,
Lucas Charles & Family, Daisy Casbeer, Rachel Davis,
Jenny Fisher, Mary Gilmour, Chris Heckler, Bonnie
Huzy, Joe Jessick, Bob Kerrick, Alice Kohut, Denis
Landry, Ann Laster, Taylor MacKenzie, Mathew
Marsiglio, Darlene Phillips, Christy Reed, Cindy Sereno,
Andy Stinebiser, Mary Ann Thomas, Fr. John Victoria,
Roberta Volante, Edwina Waite, Kathlyn Whitcomb,
Fran Sereno Rose, Dave Hargarther.

For those in Nursing Homes: Gail Kaschalk, Renee
Kennedy, Richard McClaren, Velma Minso, Donna Platz

 HOLY FATHER'S PRAYER INTENTION
L& FOR DECEMBER

For Christians in areas of conflict

..Let us pray that Christians living in areas
of war or conflict, especially in the Middle
~ East, might be seeds of peace,
-+ reconciliation, and hope.
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Eternal Rest Grant UHto Them} O Lorcl
and | et the FerPetual Liglwt Shine UPO“
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To add a name to the bulletin prayer list, please
contact the office at St. Peter’s or St. Thomas.

For privacy reasons, the person making the
request must be the individual themselves or an
immediate family member. This would include a
spouse, child, sibling, parent, or grandparent of the
person to be added.



ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE

Sunday, December 21st
4:00pm; Holy Child Church

ADVENT

/ Christmas Mass Schedule \

Christmas Eve
4:00pm — St. Peter’s
Christmas Day
9:30am — St. Peter’s
11:30am — St. Thomas

+
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A CHRISTMAS

May knowing JESUS bring you
PEACE to bless each day,

HOPE for each tomorrow,
And JOY in every season.

Parish Office Holiday Hours

Parish Offices will be closed the
following days:
Wednesday, December 24
Thursday, December 25"
Friday, December 26™ (only St. Peter’s)
Wednesday, December 31%
Thursday, January 1%
Friday, January 2"

Regular hours will resume on January 5™

Knights of Columbus
Box of Sox

Knights of Columbus are collecting Socks for
Kids and Adults to help those in need in our
area. If you would like to donate (new socks
only, please) there is a box in the entryway of
St. Peter's Church, and the socks will be
distributed to disadvantaged children and adults
in Tioga County.

2025 Year End Donations

2025 Financial Statements for
parishioners of St. Peter’s and St.
Thomas will be prepared upon request.
All donations must be received by
December 31°' to be included.

To request your statement, please call
the St. Peter’s parish office or write
“send statement” on your weekly offering
envelope.

a i, There will be no Women’s
&5 | Womens Bible Study of the following
\Blgllﬁ 4y Dates: December 23" and
T2 Me? Y pecember 30M. We will
resume on January 6,

DECEMBER
21 NO CLASS (Christmas Break)
28 NO CLASS (Christmas Break)
JANUARY

4 Class (Welcome Back)

Altar Server Training for grades 2-4
11 Class

Altar Server Training for grades 5-6




Christmas Oplatki Wafers — A Polish Tradition

A beloved tradition in Polish homes throughout the world is the breaking of the Oplatki on
Christmas Eve. The Oplatki is a thin wafer that is often stamped with an elaborate Christmas
scene and is meant to remind families of the Eucharistic meal that Catholics participate in at each
Mass. Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family in Christ and receive Christ’s love through
the Eucharist, the Oplatki allows for families to come together and share the love they have for
one another.

Traditionally, before the Christmas Eve meal, the eldest member of the family will begin the
ritual by breaking off a piece of the wafer and passing it on to another family member with a
blessing. This blessing can be something that you desire for your loved one in the coming year
— such as good health, success, or happiness. It can also be an opportunity to ask someone for
forgiveness and to heal hurts from the past year. Each family member participates in the same
way.

Oplatki wafers are available in the back of the church near the holy handout table.
Please feel free to take one home and begin your own family tradition.
Donations for the Oplatki are appreciated.

Givi The Social Concerns
Tree Committee would like to
thank all who very

%%@s generously  supported

Dickens of a Christmas \
Bread Pudding Booth Financial Report

Income: @ our annual Christmas
Booth Receipts: $4,809.00 Giving Tree this year.
Starting Cash:  ($250.00) What we share with others in our
Total Sales: $4,559.00 Q)mmunity is greatly appreciated! )
Donations: $75.00
Total Revenue: $4,634.00 BULLETIN NEWS: Because of the upcoming
Expenses: holiday schedule, bulletin content will be due on the
Wellsboro Area Chamber of Commerce: following dates and times:

December 28t Bulletin — due by 12/22 at 10am
January 4% Bulletin — due by 12/29 at 10am

$250.00

Containers: $53.98
Baking/Food Items: $176.28
Total Expenses: $480.26
Tax Liability (6%): $258.06

57,) B (,, oSy = <)\

Congratulatlons’
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Total Expenses & Liability: $738.32 »

PROFIT: $3,895.68

Thank you to all those who donated and helped,
especially, Sue Sticklin who chaired the event.

Congratulatnons to Rhohda Gooch,
winner of the Quilt Raffle! A total of
$237.52 Was raised. Thanhk you to all
who partiCipated, and a specCial thahk-
you tO our ahohymous donor.




SUPER BINGO

**ALL PAPER***

Knoxville Community Center
Main Street, Knoxville, PA

$ 3 O . O O Purchase at the Door

Payouts
Up to 100 players $2,000

101-120 players $2,500
121 players or more  $3,000

Doors open at 10:30am
Bingo starts at 12pm (Noon)
Kitchen will be Open
Additional Dates for 2026 — February 1, March 1, May 3

Come out and help support St. Thomas Parish and tell a friend!

As you knOW, Bingo is essential in our fundraising endeavors and it takes all of us to make

it a success. If you cannot work at Bingo, there is much more you can do to help which is donating
food and other items, more specifically, the following:

1. Baskets —There is a basket raffle at each Bingo and we are getting low. Themed baskets are needed
to take us thru the bingo season. Ideas: Italian, kitchen, bath, pet, holiday, sports, shack, movie
night, etc. (can be left in the back of the church)

2. Lottery Tickets - $5 or $10 Lottery scratch off tickets to be used for our drawings. (must be delivered
to the church office)

3. Andthisis abiggie - Ground Beef! Store bought ground beeffor our TX hots and sloppy joe’s. (must

be delivered to the church office during office hours)

Cans of Manwich - unlimited cans of Manwich. (can be left in the back of the church)

All other items will be listed on the sign-up sheets in the back of both churches when needed.

ok

Watch future bulletins for Bingo dates and sign-up sheet availability ©



Please patronize our sponsors and thank them for their support. Their advertising helps to make our bulletin possible.
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Shop24/7 at www.aKikos.com
Akiko, Clark & Joe Hewitt

“If Akiko's Not Your Florist, She Should Be'

25 Main Street
Wellsboro, PA 16901
570-723-4263

SPOPZ
CULTURE
Shoppe
www.popscultureshoppe.com
Ganmes * Imagination * Fun

Your proprietors Julian and Anja Stam
Consider it all joy! James 1:2

OVER 125 YEARS OF SERVICE

TUSSEY-MOSHER

FUNERAL HOME, LTD.
Calvin T. Mosher, Supervisor
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WALRATH & COOLIDGE

A Gift in Your Will

We hope you'll consider including a
gift to your parish in your will or living
trust. Called a charitable bequest,
just a few sentences in your will or
trust are all thatis needed. Share
this sample bequest language for St.
Peter’s or St. Thomas Parish with
your estate planning attorney:

"I, [name], of [city, state, zip],
give, devise, and bequeath to
(name of parish), (city, state)
[written amount or percentage
of the estate or description of
property] for its unrestricted use

139 Main St. Wellsboro, PA 16901 .,
and purpose.

570 724 3801

Fw STTUT0 1

(570) 724-4637 | TusseyMosher.com

U-Hauf Dealer

. r. ] a f @ U‘HAUL Since 2011
D
A § ”; :" N AUTHORIZED DEALER uhaul.com
OSCEOLA NS 7K
\ de
BIG M §PORTING Goons Ken Michel
Mitchell's Carquest Auto Parls
91 Main Street & 1803 Route 287 | | oo 0
SUPERMARKETS Wellsboro Morris Mansfeld,PA 16933
GAS - ATM » LOTTERY Hunting~Fishing~Trapping~Trekking~Foraging ~Camping Sﬁ?renilscéggrzgssﬁ%?n
7:30 AM - 8:30 PM A Family Owned Small Business
. . Zack & Tracy Buck

Buchanan Brothers

Pharmacy Inc.

Elkland Westfield
814-258-7332 814-367-2327

Eldred - 814-225-4723

Smethport
814-887-5375

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

214 West Main St., Elkland
258-7320

Serving our Church,
our Community,
and our Savior.

Coudersport
814-274-8660

222 West Main St., Westfield
367-5700

Take advantage of a unique marketing opportunity and advertise in the church bulletin.
Call St. Peter's parish office at 570-724-3371 for information.

NOTICE REGARDING REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE OF A MINOR

It is the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If you are a victim of
sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are encouraged to
immediately report the matter to law enforcement. If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton
has cause or reason to suspect that a minor has been subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual abuse, the matter will be
reported to law enforcement. It is also the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state regulations. In accordance with the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of suspected child abuse should also be made immediately
by phone to the 24-HourChild Abuse hotline (ChildLine) at 1-800-932-0313 or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/cwis . To this
end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the tenets of the USCCB
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse in their pursuit of emotional
and spiritual well-being. As such, information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor should also be reported to the Victim
Assistance Coordinator Mary Beth Pacuska at 570-862-7551.




In Memory Of:
John and Mary Lausen

William & Kathleen
McCormick

Ann & Gerald Collins
Emily & Len Mitchell
Rev. Leo O’Malley

Msgr. John J. O’Brien
Douglas Robinson

John & Marion Cumiskey
Adrienne Palmer

Vicki Robinson

Deceased Loved Ones of
Kohut & Owlett Families

Deceased Members of
Basile & Gooch Families

James & Martha Hopkins
Ira & Elgina McDonell
Gregery Joha

Robert & Connie Brown
Lyman & Ethel Brown
Joseph & Mary Tarszowicz
Joseph Tarszowicz, Jr.

Robert K. Johnson

Deceased Members of
Tarszowicz & Brown
Families

Lucy Whitney

Robert & Patricia Curran

Wilfried Plato

Jack & Joan Miller
John Miller, Jr.

Wade Chamberlain
Carol Harvey
Deceased Loved Ones
Paul Patt

Joseph & Clara Patt
John & Marion Redell
Jack & Arlyne Robinson
Carmen DeStevens
Nancy DeStevens
Mary Cambell

Toni Haner

Effie Antonio

Marie T. Stager
Christine Plato

Paula Anthony

St. Pefer’s Chrisfmas Hower
Memorials

Deceased Members of the
Happ and Anthony
Families

Deceased Members of the
Grab & Donovan Families

Lucy Whitney

Jake & Gertrude Whitney
Ted & Doris Sykora
Delores Clark

Friends and Family of Jim
and Barbara Dinsmore

In Honor Of:

Vivan Womer
Michele Romaina
Stefan & Alec Tobaygo

Gregory Lazarcheck

Members of Tarszowicz &
Brown Families




St. Thomas FParish Christmas Flower Memorials

In Memory Of:
Ted & Anne Arthurs

Herb, Gail & Chuck
Crawford

Mike Arthurs
Herb Crawford
Bob Clemens

Deceased Members of the
Lytle Family

Deceased Members of the
Regalbuto Family

Oddie Slocum
Aurel Herman
Rosie Learn
Howard Beach
Mary Beach

Tim Graham
Majorie Graham
Evelyn Reimann

Michael Reimann

Jean & Gene
Wolstenholme

Anthony & Harriet Doleski

William & Lucelle
Hargarther

Annette Maza
Taylor Maza
Michael Reed

Sara & Jerome Derr
Kathleen Helf
Ruthann Landry

Deceased Members of the
Kohut Family

Deceased Members of the
Cotter Family

Deceased Members of the
Muscwicz Family

Deceased Members of the
Harkenrider, Moffitt, Rude
& Leisure Families

Kenneth & Joan Cady
Eve Yale

Martin Mertsock
Phillip Yale

Richard Pennell

Deceased Members of
Lacanbale, Alegre and
Gretursey Families

Leo Milinski

Mr. and Mrs. Casper
Milinski

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Milinski

Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Milinski

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Geiser




