Exhibit A

February 27, 2013
To:

Ms. Carol Borgstrom
Director of NEPA Policy and Compliance
U.S. Department of Energy
Washington, DC
carol.borgstrom@hq.doe.gov

Re: Need for New Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the Unprecedented Import from
Canada to the Savannah River Site of Liquid High-Level Waste Containing Highly Enriched
Uranium (HEU); Possible Programmatic EIS Needed if Shipments from Other countries are being
Eyed
The groups below hereby request that DOE prepare a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
(SEIS) or a new EIS on the proposed import of HEU-bearing liquid radioactive waste from
Canada’s Chalk River Laboratories to the Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site (SRS). Dr. Dave
Moody, SRS site manager, confirmed at the SRS Citizens Advisory Board meeting in Augusta, Georgia
on January 29 that planning for such shipment is underway.
News reports in Canada and in Augusta, Georgia have confirmed the shipment is being considered.
Given the unique nature of this shipment of liquid HEU-bearing high-level radioactive waste (HLW) and
the precedent it would present, a new EIS analysis is required which would look at such things as:
- origin of the HEU-bearing waste at Chalk River
(waste stream from HEU target processing to recover medical isotopes);
- applicable regulations for transporting and importing liquid radioactive waste;
- packaging of liquid radioactive waste for transport;
- proliferation implications of transport, storage and processing of HEU-bearing liquid waste;

- disposal options in Canada, including disposal of similar materials at Chalk River;
- licensing process before the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) concerning HLW shipment
packages by NAC International or other companies;
- impact of accidents along transport routes, including total loss of contents of a shipping container during
transport;
- risk of terrorist acts and their impact;
- storage at the Savannah River Site, including possibility of long-term storage of unprocessed liquid
waste;
- accidents involving storage of containers or in handling at the Savannah River Site, including loss of the
total volume of a container at SRS;
- processing of the waste in the H-Canyon and possible accidents;
- status of the H-Canyon, its condition and upgrades that may be needed;
- remediation of possible accidents in storage or processing;

- criticality risk during processing and transport;
- security requirements at SRS;
- radiation exposure along transport routes and at SRS to workers and the public;
- length of processing campaign at SRS;
- processing of recovered HEU, blending down, fabrication into fuel and shipment
to nuclear reactors operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority (or other reactors);
- impact of new waste streams into the SRS tank waste system and other disposal systems;
- return of any portion of the waste to Canada, and
- total cost to DOE of the program, including payment from Canada and costs at SRS.
As this shipment could be the first of a kind that has not been analyzed before, it is of national
significance and demands a thorough EIS.
Additionally, we are starting to learn more about consideration by DOE of a shipment to the US of highlevel waste that may contain US-origin HEU from a German experimental power reactor. Given the
unusual form of this waste material, also not analyzed in earlier NEPA documents, it appears that a
Programmatic EIS (PEIS) may well be needed to analyze all possible shipment of HEU-bearing materials
which have not been covered by earlier NEPA documents and which might be considered to be shipped
due to waste-management considerations in the country of origin. To analyze any new shipments that are
being considered one at a time rather than programmatically may constitute segmentation under NEPA.
Thank you for your consideration of and response to this request. We all request to be promptly notified
about the status of any shipments and about any plans for preparation of any NEPA documents related to
the shipment, processing and import of the HEU-bearing high-level waste.
Sincerely,
Tom Clements
Friends of the Earth
Columbia, SC
tomclements329@cs.com
tel. 803-834-3084
Ralph Hutchison
Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance (OREPA)
Oak Ridge, TN
orep@earthlink.net
Beatrice Brailsford
Snake River Alliance
Pocatello, ID
bbrailsford@snakeriveralliance.org
Jay Coghlan
Executive Director
Nuclear Watch New Mexico
Santa Fe, NM
jay@nukewatch.org

Louis A. Zeller
Executive Director
Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League (BREDL)
Glendale Springs, NC
BREDL@skybest.com
Arjun Makhijani, Ph.D.
President
Institute for Energy and Environmental Research (IEER)
Takoma Park, MD
arjun@ieer.org
LeRoy Moore
Rocky Mountain Peace and Justice Center
Boulder, CO
leroymoore@earthlink.net
Joni Arends
Executive Director
Concerned Citizens for Nuclear Safety
Santa Fe, NM
jarends@nuclearactive.org
Marylia Kelley, Executive Director
marylia@trivalleycares.org
Scott Yundt, Staff Attorney
scott@trivalleycares.org
Tri-Valley CAREs
Livermore, CA
Jerry Stein
The Peace Farm
Amarillo, TX
Cletus@arn.net
Glenn Carroll
Nuclear Watch South
Atlanta, GA
nukewatchsouth@mindspring.com
Lisa Crawford, President
F.R.E.S.H., Inc.
Harrison, Ohio
lecrawford@earthlink.net
Ann Suellentrop MSRN
Physicians for Social Responsibility - KC
Kansas City, MO
annsuellen@gmail.com
Catherine Thomasson, MD
Executive Director
Physicians for Social Responsibility(PSR)
Washington, DC
CThomasson@psr.org

Susan Corbett
Chair, Executive Committee
South Carolina Chapter of the Sierra Club
Columbia, SC
jscorbett@mindspring.com
Ruth Thomas
Environmentalists, Inc.
Columbus, NC

