
As a challenging and successful year comes to an end, I’d like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to each of you for your incredible 
support, and reflect on what we’ve been able to accomplish together.

We started and ended the year with full-scale efforts to fix our broken federal immigration system, bringing hundreds of leaders to DC in March 
and mobilizing one final push for legislation during the lame-duck session. While Congress’s responsibility to pass comprehensive immigration 
reform remains unmet, we were successful in keeping reform legislation on the national agenda and passing the DREAM Act through one 
chamber of Congress for the first time since introduced in 2001. It remains our highest policy priority to create a federal immigration system 
that reflects our nation’s values of family, hard work, and fairness.  

Our members have also been active at the local level, responding to community needs and concerns across our great state. In March, over 
100 leaders from East, Middle, and West Tennessee participated in New American Day on the Hill, continuing to build relationships between 
elected officials and their immigrant constituents. In May, TIRRC staff in Nashville responded to the worst flood in 100 years, working with 
member organizations and partners to ensure that immigrant and refugee families were included in the city’s response and recovery efforts. In 
November, 300 leaders convened for our 8th Annual Membership Convention, electing three youth board members and charting a course for 
the year ahead.

As we all know, immigration issues have gained new visibility this year with the passage of Arizona’s “show me your papers” law. For many, 
it presents a clear moral crisis and a fundamental threat to core American values. For others, it provides an unfortunate political opportunity 
to demonize our newest Americans and distort the relationship between local law enforcement and the community it protects. With a new 
US Congress and Tennessee General Assembly convening in January, we have a steep road ahead in educating our policymakers about the 
devastating impact of any legislation that encourages heightened suspicion and disparate treatment of people who look or sound foreign-born.

The good news: Working together, we are up to this challenge. Our coalition is the strongest it’s ever been, with immigrant leaders and steadfast 
allies deeply committed to the work. We’ve expanded our grassroots organizing capacity and presence across the state, with new full-time 
organizers in Memphis and Knoxville and immigrant leaders clearly setting the agenda. And a new documentary film, Welcome to Shelbyville, 
has brought international attention to our groundbreaking public education program, the Welcoming Tennessee Initiative. 

On behalf of the board, staff and members of TIRRC, I’d like to offer our sincerest appreciation for your continued support, and wish you and 
your family a wonderful new year.

      
         Stephen Fotopulos
         Executive Director

A letter from the Executive Director 

Annual Report
Contact Us    

Raise your voice
Join our Online Action Alert list to receive emails when 
dangerous bills are moving at the national or local level. This 
gives you a chance to contact your lawmakers and let them 
know what you think!

Join our community meetings email list or check our calendar 
of events at www.tnimmigrant.org/events to find out when 
different TIRRC groups meet. Friends are always welcome! 

Come to a meeting

Find TIRRC on Facebook and Twitter to stay connected to the 
latest news, updates and events!
www.facebook.com/tnimmigrant 
www.twitter.com/tnimmigrant

Follow us

Donate
Visit www.tnimmigrant.org/donate to support the growing 
grassroots movement for immigrant and refugee rights! 

Sign up to receive calls and emails when TIRRC needs a hand! 
TIRRC also welcomes volunteers to do internships and to lead 
community campaigns.

Volunteer

Tennessee Immigrant & 
Refugee Rights Coalition 
446 Metroplex Dr. A-224 
Nashville, TN 37211

Tennessee  
Immigrant & Refugee 
Rights Coalition

West Tennessee Office
1000 S Cooper St 

Memphis, TN 38104
901.725.4990

Middle Tennessee Office  
446 Metroplex Drive A-224

Nashville, TN 37211
615.833.0384

East Tennessee Office 
1124 N Broadway St
Knoxville, TN 37917

865.406.3297

Join Us





Snapshots of 2010 

The full-length documentary Welcome to 

Shelbyville was released to national and 

international acclaim, highlighting the role 

of TIRRC’s Welcoming Tennessee Initiative 

in addressing the challenges of immigrant 

integration in a newly diverse small town.

Lead Organizer Leticia Alvarez helps one of 

the many immigrant families who turned 

to TIRRC for information and support in 

the wake of the flood. TIRRC staffers were 

among the first to arrive and respond to the 

crisis in Nashville’s immigrant and refugee 

communities.

More than 550 Tennesseans traveled with 

TIRRC to Washington, DC to participate in the 

March for America, a national mobilization 

that drew more than two hundred thousand 

people from across the country calling for 

immigration reform. 
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Advisory Board

Stephen Fotopulos - Executive Director
Kasar Abdulla - Director of Advocacy & Education 
Marie Alvarez - Finance & Human Resources Manager 
Leticia Alvarez - Lead Organizer 
Gaby Benitez - West Tennessee Organizer 
Miguel Carpizo - East Tennessee Organizer 
Abdulkadir Gure - Middle Tennessee Organizer 

Lindsey Harris - Project Manager
Megan Macaraeg - Organizing Director 
David Morales- Communications Coordinator
Amelia Post - Youth Organizer 
Sara Jane Saliba - Director of Finance & Administration
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Katie Vásquez - Administrative Assistant 

Staff

Community leaders 
present information 

about positive legisla
tion during TIRRC’s 

fourth annual legisla
tive advocacy day, N

ew 

American Day on the Hill.

Members of TIRRC’s Board of Directors and 

Advisory Board pose with staff and interns 

at the third annual American Dream  Awards 

Ceremony.

Participants engage in opening activities led 

by cultural artist Masankho Banda at TIRRC’s 

eighth annual Membership Convention and 

Cultural Celebration.

Financial Summary

 

$546,373

$91,500

$54,500

$29,250

$44,900

$34,907 $14,100

$2,224

National foundations Regional and local foundations

Faith-based institutions Corporate partnerships

Other institutional partnerships Individual contributions and membership dues

Special events Miscellaneous earned income
 

$254,077

$206,438

$158,798

$79,399

$95,279

Community organizing and base building

Legislative advocacy and strategic communications

Immigrant integration and civic engagement

Administration

Fundraising

2010 Revenues -- $817,754 2010 Expenses -- $793,991
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