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St. Philip's Lutheran Church, Toronto, ON

A Faith Worth Dying For…
Will our children have faith? Christian
educator John Westerhoff asked that
question over 30 years ago in a book
with that title. It is a question worth
asking repeatedly, because the church is
always only one generation away from
extinction. Are churches winning the
hearts and minds of their youth? Or do
they serve as a revolving door, with
youth exiting either into faithless
secularism or “hotter” forms of
religiosity, from evangelicalism to
Orthodoxy to New Age spirituality?
These are questions I pondered during
Confirmation Camp, as I do each year. I
spend the last week of August with over
80 youth from various Lutheran
Congregations in southern Ontario at a
camp. I get to witness the faith,
enthusiasm and honesty of adolescent
minds, and their quest for the truth. It
also gives me the opportunity to do
some reading on youth ministry.
Bob McCarty, executive director of the
National Federation of Catholic Youth
Ministry, says that Westerhoff’s question
needs to be turned on its head: not will
our children have faith, but will our faith
have children? Youth, McCarty claims,
are very much interested in God, Christ
and Christianity, but they’re not drawn
toward institutional expressions of faith.
I see that each year at camp. This year
was no exception.

Why does the church concern itself
about passing on the faith? Is it simply a
case of people wanting to reproduce
themselves, wanting to see their
convictions and commitments reflected
in their children? If so, the effort is little
more than a spiritual form of cloning.
Princeton professor Kenda Creasy Dean
points out that evangelicals have
traditionally had a particular motive for
youth ministry: they seek the “decisions
for Christ,” without which the youth are
doomed to hell for eternity. The
mainline alternative, says Dean, is
sharing an enthusiasm for the Christian
gospel, “the greatest story ever told.”
Mainliners need to retell that story
imaginatively, compellingly and robustly,
and embody it in daily living.
One thing is clear: the church must reach
hearts as well as minds. Yes, critical
thought is needed more than ever:
youth need to learn how to tell, interpret
and apply the Christian story and how to
live as Christians in a consumer society.
But as one youth pastor observed during
camp, our mascot might be the old Mr.
Potato Head—all head, but no body or
heart.
What I witness year after year is that
kids want and need a palpable sense of
(…continued on next page)
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From the Parish Nurse…....
Proverbs 4: 4 states: “Then he taught
me, and he said to me, Take hold of my
words with all of your heart; keep my
command, and you will live."

always changing for all of us. But God
never changes. He longs for us to trust
Him because He loves you.

Gentle
Fitness

I have continued with the exercise
classes and the Moms and Tots over the
summer. Visits have continued.

Tuesdays:
10:30 - 11:30

I will be taking time off September 21 22.

Let this be a time to think outside the
box and dream of new things whatever
your situation is at this time. Life is

Pastor Tuula Cont’d…....
the presence of God both in worship and
in daily living. Youth are seeking a faith
worth dying for.
As we begin our new program year this
September, we will make a special effort
at St. Philip’s to include young people in
our Sunday worship. This means worship
might change from time to time.

Moms and
Tots
Thursdays:
10:30 - 12:00

I always think of September as a time of
a new beginning. Summer days will soon
be over but there are many new and
exciting things to look forward to in this
new season.
I have heard from some of you and
others outside our congregation of new
jobs, new family members, new schools,
new moves, new dreams, new hopes
etc.

˜˜˜

˜˜˜
On October 1st we will have a “Lunch and
Learn” on adult mental health. Please
mark this on your calendar and feel free
to invite friends and family.
Looking forward to seeing everyone back
from their vacation time.
Blessings,
Marisa

Lunch and
Learn:
“Adult
Mental
Health”:
Sunday,
October 1st.

Worship will inevitably change as we
welcome a new music director who
brings his ideas to enrich our time
together.
I trust we are all looking for the same:
palpable sense of the presence of God in
our lives and a faith worth dying for.
See you in church,
Pastor Tuula

What is the
state of your
faith?
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Office Update…....

50+…....
Welcome
Back
Potluck
Luncheon:
Thursday,
September
14th
@
12:00 pm
Annual
Membership
Fee:
$10

This year’s festivities begin September
14th with a potluck luncheon.

Please bring a main course, salad, or
dessert to share. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board. Our feature will
be a presentation on the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation by
Pastor Tuula. Also, there will be
important information about upcoming
fall events. Newcomers are always
welcome!
Doris Pascoe

Update: Music Director…....
…....
Next
Council
meeting:

Change is coming!
Over the summer months, a search
committee
has
auditioned
and
interviewed candidates for the Director
of Music at St. Philip’s. And we had
success!

Pastor Tuula’s office has had a facelift! A
fresh coat of lemongrass paint was
added to the walls. Solar shades will
soon be installed on all four office
windows and items are still coming in to
round out the furniture. There is a lovely
sitting area in her office.
Thanks to Stephanie Roche and
Margaret Isaacs who volunteered their
time to complete the preparations for
painting and for painting one Saturday in
July.
Arlene located a dining table which Paul
McCutcheon turned into a coffee table!
Books and desks were rearranged within
the building and all is coming together
nicely.
Great teamwork in action!
Margaret Isaacs

offer and the contract is ready for
Council approval and signatures.
The first Sunday to hear him will be
October 1st. He is an excellent musician
with years of experience – but it will be a
change for all of us.
Look for an introduction to our new
Music Director in the October issue of
LIFE.

September
21st
@
7:00 pm
We are in the final steps to hire a new
Music Director. He has accepted our

Thanks to all who aided in the search,
but most especially to Chris RitceyConrad who kept us in music since the
beginning of the year.
Karen Adolph
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500th Anniversary Reformation…....
…....“A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by
subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly
dutiful servant of all, subject to all.”
[Freedom of a Christian (1520), LW 31:344]

The Reformation was, first and
foremost, all about the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. It was then, and it still is now.
The task of reformation never ends, for
every person, in every generation, needs
to hear the good news of their Savior
from sin and eternal death.

The most enduring symbol of the
Lutheran Reformation is the seal that
Luther himself designed to represent his
theology. By the early 1520s, this seal
begins to appear on the title page of
Luther’s works.
Here is how Luther himself explained its
meaning:
First, there is a black cross in a heart that
remains its natural color. This is to
remind me that it is faith in the Crucified
One that saves us. Anyone who believes
from the heart will be justified (Romans
10:10). It is a black cross, which mortifies
and causes pain, but it leaves the heart
its natural color. It doesn’t destroy
nature, that is to say, it does not kill us

faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17).
The heart should stand in the middle of a
white rose. This is to show that faith gives
joy, comfort, and peace—it puts the
believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith
does not give peace and joy like the world
gives (John 14:27). This is why the rose
must be white, not red. White is the color
of the spirits and angels (cf. Matthew
28:3; John 20:12). This rose should stand
in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that a
joyful spirit and faith is a beginning of
heavenly, future joy, which begins now,
but is grasped in hope, not yet fully
revealed. Around the field of blue is a
golden ring to symbolize that blessedness
in heaven lasts forever and has no end.
Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond
all joy and better than any possessions,
just as gold is the most valuable and
precious metal.
(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus
Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T.
McCain)

All information gathered from the
website: lutheranreformation.org. Please
visit werbsite for more information.
˜˜˜˜
Bishop’s Company for Mission presents:
Lutherfest 500 with Michael Coren,
award-winning author, radio and TV
personality, colunmnist, and speaker.
Gathering at Holiday Inn, 30 Fairway Rd.
S., Kitchener on October 14, 2017 @ 6:00
pm with dinner @ 6:30 pm. Tickets are
$50 and may be purchased on line at:
easternsynod.org. Please see bulletin
board for more details.

Joint
CatholicLutheran
Common
Prayer
Service in
commemoration of the
500th
Anniversary
of the
Reformation
Saturday,
September
30th @ 2:00
pm
St. Ansgar
Lutheran
Church,
1498
Avenue Rd.,
Toronto
Reception
will be held
following
the service.
Please email for
further details:
pastor@martinlut
her.ca
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SPY…....

Sunday School…....

The youth leaders have met over the
summer months and have come up with
a list of activities for the whole year!
The first event is a “Welcome BBQ” in
September followed by apple picking
and pie making in October.
Plan now to have your child participate
in the fun of TruthLab Investigations – an
exciting laboratory-themed adventure
where during each session the children
will be introduced to a discovery about
something God says about each of us as
individual members of His family.

YOUTH BBQ!
Friday,
September
15th
@
6:30 pm
˜˜˜
Please RSVP
Emily at
esavage3@
gmail.com

There are scheduled fundraisers to help
with the CLAY event in 2018. Stay tuned!

Dr. Luke, our Head Researcher, will lead
us in research each week to discover
how Jesus’ life and the lives of those He
changed illustrate these discoveries.
Dramatic stories about healing the sick,
raising the dead, and calming wild
storms will keep the children captivated.
They’ll begin to see through these stories
how each session’s Big Discovery can
work in their own lives. These Big
Discoveries are more than just nicesounding words; they are rock-solid
principles on which children and adults
can build their lives.
Each Sunday your child is invited to a
time of songs, games, Bible stories,
creative art, and more! Our Research
Assistants are waiting to lead your child
on the adventure of a lifetime.
TruthLab Investigations begins Sunday,
September 24th! Sign up today by calling
the church office at 416.622.5577 or by
emailing: stphilip@bellnet.ca.
Tory and Trinity Phannenhour
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Confirmation Camp …....
This year Pastor Tuula and 5 youth from
St. Philip’s enjoyed a week at Camp
Kintail. The facilities were amazing and
there was much fun to be had. The youth
didn’t want to leave!

Camp
Kintail:
85153
Bluewater
Hwy,
Goderich
˜˜˜

Values at Camp Kintail:
Safety – Kintail is a secure place, physically,
spiritually, and emotionally.

Variety of
activities
from which
to choose
including a
climbing
wall.

Play, fun, and joy – We are at our best
when we work together joyfully, and play
together enthusiastically.
Inclusion – We strive to include and honor
everyone, regardless of background,
abilities, or affiliation.
Growth and Learning – Persons are
encouraged to learn new skills, grow in
their relationships,and utilize their gifts.
Excellence – Whatever we do, we do to the
best of our ability, and we strive to
continually improve how we do things.
Stewardship – We make decisions which
help all care for the world God has made.

Pictured above l - r: Jessica Walker,
James Suknundun, Dallas O’Reilly,
Melissa Veniot, and Emily Walker.
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Good Food Market…....
Good Food
Market @
Capri Park:
Bringing
local
produce at
affordable
prices to our
neighbours!

It’s a great
way to
meet
people in
our area
and for
members of
St. Philip’s to
have a
presence in
the local
community.

The Good Food Market was a huge success
this past summer thanks to Megan Saad
and all of the volunteers who made it
happen every Thursday throughout the
summer months.

Mark your calendar…....
St. Philip's Lutheran
Church

50+
Please join us on Thursday, September 14th @ 12:00
pm for our Opening Potluck Luncheon. Pastor
Tuula will speak to the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation. Please see sign-up sheet on bulletin
board for needed food items.

61 West Deane Park Drive
Toronto, ON M9B 2S1
Tuula Van Gaasbeek:
Pastor
Phone: 416-859-5588
stphilippastor@bellnet.ca
Marisa Jefkins:
Parish Nurse
Phone: 647-523-5540
stphilipnurse@bellnet.ca
Chris Ritcey-Conrad:
Interim Choir Director
Phone: 416-220-7300
pnoshoppe@gmail.com

SPY
Youth will reunite after the summer break to gather
on Friday, September 15th @ 6:30 pm for a BBQ!
Welcome Back BBQ/Picnic

Margaret Isaacs:
Office Administrator/
LIFE Editor
Phone: 416-622-5577
stphilip@bellnet.ca

Sunday, September 17th. Come one.
Come all! Rain or shine. Please see signup sheet to help out.

Office is usually open
Tuesday - Thursday mornings
9 - 12

SPLC Book Club

We’re on the Web!

The members will meet in the Choir Room on
Tuesday, September 19th @ 12:30 pm.

www.stphilipstoronto.com

Friend us on Facebook.
Twitter @SPLConline
Instagram: splconline

Joint 500th Anniversary Reformation Commemoration

Next Issue of LIFE…
Please submit articles
for the next newsletter
by September 25th.

Please join in on Saturday, September 30th @ 2:00
pm at St. Ansgar Lutheran Church, 1498 Avenue
Rd., Toronto.

About St. Philip's…Our Vision
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour, and self.
Vision Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive Lutheran faith community freed by the
grace of Christ to find God and self as we connect with our neighbours. We practise
hospitality of open hearts and open arms. We unite with partners to make a difference in
our neighbourhood. We nurture community of Christ.
Values Supporting the Vision: Our Lutheran heritage of grace; our call to pray, worship, and
learn as we grow in our Christian faith; our needs to gather and belong in Christian
community; the call to love our neighbours as Christ loves us; the acceptance of all people as
children of God; the opportunities to meet God everywhere.

