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Futuring
Last week Council vice-chair, Karen
Adolph, and I attended Eastern Synod
(ELCIC) Assembly with a theme,
“Liberated by God’s Grace to be
Neighbour.” We heard reports of many
committees and debated and voted on a
budget. There were uplifting worship
services with rousing sermons and
beautiful music. We were gifted with
inspiring yet challenging presentations
on what it means to live as a neighbour in
today’s world. There was much talk on
the future of the church and its various
institutions including Waterloo Lutheran
Seminary whose new name was revealed
during the convention: Martin Luther
University College. Change is definitely in
the air.
Once upon a time ministry involved
preaching, leading worship, and guiding
congregations in mission. All were
demanding tasks, but they were nothing
compared to what is expected today—
predicting the future. We now hear
words like emergent, postmodern, next
and futuring, a new vocabulary born out
of apprehension that the church is
crumbling and the future is a giant
meteor heading toward our planet.
I have attended plenty of church
meetings in the past 5 years, where we sit
around conference tables trying to look
into the future. What we think we see is
clear. The future church will be less
reliant upon clergy and will be more
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flexible, interactive, more focused on
experience than on belief and doctrine,
and firmly embedded in the fluid,
interfaith, and multicultural realities of
our new context.
Or will it? The problem with trying to see
the future, as former U.S. defense
secretary Donald Rumsfeld once said, is
that there are not only “known knowns”
and “known unknowns,” but also
“unknown unknowns.” He left out
perhaps the most perilous one:
“presumed knowns,” - things we think
we know but do not.
The 1939 New York World’s Fair was
dubbed, “the world of tomorrow,” and
millions of visitors wore buttons
proclaiming, “I Have Seen the Future!”
The fair promised to rocket people out of
the gloom of the Depression into the
wonders of 1960. Visitors saw things like
Tomorrow Town, a neighborhood that
looked like the suburbs, a “smell-ovision” movie theater that never
materialized, and a dishwashing contest
between Mrs. Drudge, with dishpan
hands, and Mrs. Modern, who sported a
cocktail dress and effortlessly loaded
dishes into an electric dishwasher.
In retrospect, the world of tomorrow was
a vision mostly of wishful thinking. This,
of course, does not mean that predicting
the future is either impossible or
undesirable. Psychologist Rollo May says
(…continued on next page)
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Pastor Tuula Cont’d…....
that neurotics and artists, who
consciously live out emerging trends that
the rest of us keep in our unconscious,
are particularly good at predicting the
future. (Think Steve Jobs.) As people of
faith we need to probe the future with
humility, prayer and, as Easter people, an
openness to being completely and
absolutely surprised!
I remember a speech by a theologian
friend of mine at a church futuring
conference in the 1980s. Following
presentations
by
culture
critics,
sociologists, and others who were
making confident predictions, he said, “I
am a theologian. I have no idea what the
future holds. I know only that it will be
held in the hands of God.” Years later he
came across the conference papers. After
rereading them, he said, “You know, I was
the only one who was right!”
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From the Parish Nurse…....
Matthew 6:33 states: “But seek first the
kingdom and his righteousness ,and all
these things will be given to you as well."

Senior’s
Fitness

God has called us as Christian believers to
spend time getting to know Him. He is a
God of love. In turn we are to reach out
to others to share that love by serving
them.
On Sunday, June 17th we
had a discussion during
coffee hour on Lyme
disease. Much interest was
generated with 10 people in attendance.
It can be prevented by wearing long
sleeves and pants and wearing insect
repellent in wooded areas, removing
ticks when noticed, and getting prompt
treatment as needed.
I will leave some information on the front
table in the narthex. I have professional
contacts with this disease.
Many of you have either received an
email, call, or letter to inform you of my
departure. All of you have been very kind
opening your lives to me sharing your
concerns, joys, and sorrows. I will miss all
of you as I move into another season in
my life.

Too much fretting about future distracts
the church from the only thing that has
ever given it purpose: keeping up with
Jesus. We must do what the church has
always done at its best, what it did from
the very beginning: sacrifice itself to its
mission in present time. There is no day
like today.

I want to thank the members of the
council and the health committee,
Margaret, and Pastor Tuula for their
support over the last number of years.

See you in church,
Pastor Tuula

Blessings,
Marisa

I will still be available until Friday, July
27th should you want to schedule a visit
or call.

Tuesdays:
10:30 - 11:30
˜˜˜

Tuesday,
July 24th:
Final fitness
class with
luncheon
˜˜˜
All past
participants
of the fitness
class will be
contacted
once a
program is
up and
running in
the fall.
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ELCIC Assembly…....

Council Update…....
…....Change is coming.
Next Council
Meeting:
Thursday,
July 12th
@ 7:00 pm
Please feel free
to discuss any
of your
concerns with
any of the
following
Church Council
members:
Marcia PowersDunlop, Chair
Karen Adolph,
Vice Chair
Elisabeth van
Rensburg,
Secretary
Anne
Bindernagel
Andrew Davies
Bonnie Erlandson
Samantha
Gauthier
Sam Marcuson
Paul Noack
Stephanie
Roche
Melissa Veniot
Tina Werner

Sometimes change is hard. We each
have a personal response to change. As
your Council, we are charged with the
responsibility to make changes for the
congregation that we deem are best for
our ministries and our future. In May,
your Council made a tough decision that
we know affects some of our
members. We decided it was time to
align our resources around the Vision we
committed to and the priority for
children, youth, and families ministry
agreed to at the annual meeting. We
decided to create a staff position to
support this important work. To do this,
we need to end the parish nurse
position.
Marisa Jefkins was informed of this
decision before announcing it to the
congregation. In her final weeks, Marisa
will say her goodbyes and complete the
documentation of her work so that we
can carry on some of the programs she
led. We are looking for someone to lead
the
weekly
senior’s
fitness
class. Interested? Please contact Wendy
Kearns or Mary Adam. The Health and
Healing Ministry will continue, but on a
volunteer basis. If you want to get
involved, please let them know.

LIBERATED BY GOD’S GRACE….to be
neighbour
th
17 Biennial Convention
Eastern Synod of the ELCIC
June 21 - 24, 2018
Council vice-chair, Karen Adolph, and I
were delegates at the assembly and will
give a full report to the Church Council at
the next meeting. Highlights of the
assembly include elections of the bishop
and officers of the synod. Bishop Michael
Pryse, Keith Myra, treasurer, Wendell
Grahlmann, secretary, and Laurie Knott,
vice-chair were all re-elected.
Evening theme presentations invited the
assembly to wrestle on issues around
racism and interfaith relations. We were
challenged and inspired by the programs.
We participated in spirited worship
services and sang sacred songs from all
around the world. On Friday evening,
Inshallah Community choir gave a short
concert after stopping at St. Philip’s for
supper! Our friends from Madbakh
cooked a wonderful East African meal for
the 60 members of the choir. It was a
wonderful love gift from the Somali
community to us and the entire ELCIC.

To celebrate parish nursing at St. Philip's
and Marisa's service to us, a tea will be
held In September. Join us to say
'farewell and Godspeed' to Marisa.

St. Philip’s was recognized during the
assembly as one of the 14 congregations
who currently “tithe” (give 10% or more of
their
income
in
benevolence).
The proposed budget is a balanced
budget, but sadly includes closing and
selling church properties.

We will begin the work of defining the
new position and of working towards our
future courageously.

The Bishop’s report and financial reports
of the synod are posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex of our church.

K. Adolph

Pastor Tuula

Life at St. Philip's
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In the Neighbourhood….... Cover Girls…....
In July we will be offering the first
Community Food Works program at St.
Philip’s in partnership with Toronto
Public Health. The six sessions will get
youth started in the food industry as they
complete a food handling certificate and
learn about healthy eating and
employment opportunities.

50+

The Cover Girls meet religiously every
Wednesday throughout the calendar
year, but the group does meet socially as
well as you can see from photo below.

The participants will be primarily from
Rathburn Area Youth. We are looking for
volunteers to serve healthy snacks and
support the youth.

Ladies Night Out…....

On Thursdays, July 26th, August 2nd, 9th,
and 16th @ 11:00 am - 2:00 pm we will
host a series of Neighbourhood Table
events. These will be family-friendly
events with children aged 6 - 12. Each
event will have a food theme where kids
will prepare and share food among other
learning activities. We hope to recruit
volunteers to work with the children.
Please contact the church office if you are
interested in more details. These are
wonderful opportunities to connect with
our St. Philip’s neighbours.
E. Hogeveen

The group
met on
Thursday,
June 14th @
12:00 pm
to discuss
next year’s
possible
activities.
Pizza was
enjoyed
by all who
attended.
Some
great
ideas were
shared.

On Friday, June 1st several ladies met up
at a new restaurant, Twin Fish, formerly
called Spoon & Fork, at 5555 Eglinton
Ave. Several Thai dishes were ordered
and shared ending with grapefruit tea.
Doris Pascoe organized the event and will
plan another night out in the fall after the
busy-ness of summer fun. All are
welcome to join. A sign-up sheet will be
posted for the next one. It will be
advertised in the worship bulletin and the
weekly emails as well.

Stay tuned
for the
next issue
of our
newsletter
to see
what is in
store!
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Good Food Market…....

Confirmation Camp…....
This is a banner year for Camp Kintail! We
have a large contingency at this year’s
camp.

Please join
us every
Wednesday
from 4 – 7
all summer
long!
˜˜˜
Why not
volunteer to
help out?
Please
contact
Stephanie
etobicokegood
foodmarket@
gmail.com
˜˜˜

Capri Park
(corner of
The East
Mall and
Rathburn
Rd.)

Emily Walker and Melissa Veniot will join
Pastor Tuula as leaders at this year’s
confirmation camp which runs from
August 25 - 31.

The Good Food Market launched on
Wednesday, June 6th at Capri Park.
Volunteers helped with the set-up,
People in the neighbourhood shopped
for local produce at affordable prices.

CLAY 2018 …....
It's just over a month and a half before
Sarah McCutcheon and I head to Thunder
Bay with 7 of our youth! We'll be hopping
on a plane on August 15th and staying at
Lakehead University alongside 1000’s of
our fellow Anglican and Lutheran youth
to hear about how churches are working
to repair historical divides and build new
relationships.
A quick thanks to all who helped us
fundraise over the course of the last 2
years. Your contributions meant that all
of us were able to pay the entirety of the
$600 registration and accommodation
fee. You have made it possible for the
youth to build on their faith journeys,
meet other youth in our church, and
make new connections. It will be 5 days
the youth will remember for the rest of
their lives and a big part of that is
because of your contributions.
We'll see you in the fall to talk about our
experiences!
E. Savage

The participants are: Ella Currie, Chantal
Fergin, Luke Fergin, Dallas O’Reilly, James
Suknundun, Vashti Suknundun, and
Jessica Walker.
Please visit the camp’s website for more
info at: www.campkintail.ca.

60th Anniversary…....

On Sunday, September 16th St. Philip’s
will celebrate its 60th anniversary!
Please contact Stephanie Roche at
905.808.7620 or Pastor Tuula at
416.859.5588 if you would like to help in
the planning of the festivities.

Life at St. Philip's

Church BBQ/Picnic…....
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Community Choir Meal…....
BIRTH
Sawyer
Lloyd
Michael
Clabby
6 lbs., 13 oz.

On Sunday, June 10th, we enjoyed our
Annual Church Picnic. We had a fantastic
turnout for this event. Alan was an
extraordinary BBQ chef and football
player?
Pictured below: Friends and members
enjoy delicious food; kids participate in
fun games.

May 28,
2018

Inshallah
Community
Choir
performed at the Eastern Synod
Assembly @ Delta Hotel (Pearson
Airport) on Friday, June 22nd. The choir
stopped at St. Philip's for an early supper
@ 4:00 pm.

Son of
Michael
and
Lyndsey
Clabby;
brother of
Bronsen
Clabby;
and
grandson
of Dianne
and Gary
Morningstar

Our Madbakh friends cooked and served
an East African meal.
For more information on the choir,
please see the following link:
(https://www.wlu.ca/academics/facultie
s/waterloo-lutheran-seminary/worshipand-music/inshallah.html)
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Music Sunday…....

Tuesdays
11:30 - 1:00

Don’t
know how
to play?
We will
teach you.
Join in on
the fun we
are
having
and meet
some new
people!
All are
welcome
to join.

Elisa Malatesta, soloist, performed, “Ave Maria” at the worship service, Sunday,
June 10th. The Joyful Noise Bell Choir also performed. They rung in, “Offertory”
by Valerie W. Stephenson.

Community Food Works…....
TORONTO PUBLIC HEALTH AND ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH PRESENT…
Please contact Stephanie
immediately to volunteer or
participate in this program:
etobicokegoodfoodmarket
@gmail.com.

Mark your calendar…....
St. Philip's Lutheran
Church
61 West Deane Park Drive
Toronto, ON M9B 2S1
Tuula Van Gaasbeek:
Pastor
Phone: 416.859.5588
stphilippastor@bellnet.ca
Marisa Jefkins:
Parish Nurse
Phone: 416.505.6345
marisajefkins@rogers.com

Good Food Market

Boris Treivus:
Music Director
Phone: 416.879.8126
conductor@rogers.com

The market takes place on Wednesdays: July 4th,
11th, 18th, and 25th @ 4:00 - 7:00 pm and on August
1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. This is an opportunity to
meet our neighbours and benefit from well-priced
fresh produce.

Mark Kieswetter:
Music Director Emeritus
Margaret Isaacs:
Office Administrator/
LIFE Editor
Phone: 416.622.5577
stphilip@bellnet.ca

SPLC Book Club
The Book Club will meet on Tuesday, July 17th and
Tuesday, August 21st @ 12:30 pm in the Choir Room.

Office is usually open
Monday - Friday mornings
9 - 12

We’re on the Web!

Confirmation Camp

www.stphilipstoronto.com
Friend us on Facebook.
Instagram: splconline
Twitter @SPLConline

Next Issue of LIFE…

Pastor Tuula will be away from August 25th - 31st for
Confirmation Camp.
HOLIDAYS:

Please submit articles
for the next newsletter
by August 27th.

Margaret Isaacs, Office Administrator: August 2 - 9.

About St. Philip's…Our Vision
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour, and self.
Vision Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive Lutheran faith community freed by the grace
of Christ to find God and self as we connect with our neighbours. We practise hospitality of
open hearts and open arms. We unite with partners to make a difference in our
neighbourhood. We nurture community of Christ.
Values Supporting the Vision: Our Lutheran heritage of grace; our call to pray, worship, and
learn as we grow in our Christian faith; our needs to gather and belong in Christian
community; the call to love our neighbours as Christ loves us; the acceptance of all people as
children of God; the opportunities to meet God everywhere.

