St. Philip's Lutheran Church, Toronto, ON

Life at St. Philip's
Special Anniversary Edition
September 2018

Rev. Cronmiller
1957 - 1966

Rev. Binhammer
1967 - 1997

Rev. Kramer
1997 - 2010

Rev. Van Gaasbeek
2012 - present

60th Anniversary
Celebration:
Sunday, September 16,
2018 @ 10:00 am
followed by an outdoor
catered luncheon!
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Happy Homecoming, St. Philip’s Lutheran
Church! The fall is the start of a new year
at church, just like at school, and that
newness fills the air and our spirits with
optimism and hope. This September is
also our 60th anniversary month and it
means a true homecoming for many
people who have not been in St. Philip’s
for many years. Welcome back!
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Works .......................7

Dates to Note:
September 16 – 60th
Anniversary and
Welcome Back
Lunch
September 18 – SPLC
Book Club
September 20 – 50+
Potluck Luncheon
September 23 –
Sunday School
begins
September 30 –
Celebration of Parish
Nurse Ministry &
Appreciation Lunch

I recall when my kids were little, getting
that list of school supplies, then hunting
for them at the store, making critical
decisions about the colour of binders for
the year, sharpening pencils, and finally
lining everything up on the floor to take
inventory before loading a brand new
backpack. A new start is always time to
take stock, to think about where we are
headed, to set a tone for the year ahead.
As we start out on the 61st year at St.
Philip’s, some of us may be feeling fear
about what is ahead, about the future of
our church. What’s going to happen
next? Will we be ready? How will we
make it through whatever comes?
My September devotions include Psalm
1: 1 - 3.
“1Happy are those
who do not follow the advice of the
wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread,
or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2but their delight is in the law of the
LORD,
and on his law they meditate day and
night.
3They are like trees
planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.”

Psalmist tells us that we decide how we’ll
proceed. It’s not what happens to us that
determines whether we thrive; whether
we thrive is a decision we make. Will we
choose health and wholeness, the way of
the righteous? Or will we choose death
and destruction, the way of the wicked?
In the process of making the award
winning 2012 film, Happy, filmmakers
stopped hundreds of people and asked
them what they wanted out of life. Most
of them said, “I want to be happy.” The
film project’s idea was to explore that
fundamental question of life: how can I
be happy? How do we build good lives,
good communities that reflect the fullest
expression of who we are created to be?
It turns out that they didn’t really need to
make a film to discover the answer
because the Psalmist already knew what
researchers and moviemakers have
found about being happy. There is an
intentionality about living this kind of life.
Health and flourishing doesn’t just
happen accidentally; it’s carefully
cultivated, a choice—not once, but over
and over again. It becomes a way of life.
The same is true for our life as a faith
community, a church.
As we think about all we have been
together and dream about how God will
work in this place in the years ahead, the
Psalmist is laying a good plan right in
front of us: We can be like a sapling,
planted next to a flowing stream, our
roots sinking deep into the rich soil,
nutrients helping us grow tall and strong,
with thick green leaves and enough fruit
to share with the whole world.
See you in church, Pastor Tuula
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Council Update…....
Council met once over the
…....Your
summer. Our focus was on ensuring all
Next Council
Meeting:
Thursday,
September 20th
@ 7:00 pm
Please feel free
to discuss any
of your
concerns with
any of the
following
Church Council
members:
Marcia PowersDunlop, Chair
Karen Adolph,
Vice Chair
Elisabeth van
Rensburg,
Secretary
Anne
Bindernagel
Andrew Davies
Bonnie Erlandson
Samantha
Gauthier
Sam Marcuson
Paul Noack
Stephanie
Roche
Melissa Veniot
Tina Werner

was in order for the summer programs…
which are now complete! And it was a
busy summer at St. Philip’s! In addition
to the return of the Good Food Market
for a 3rd year and summer student for a
2nd year, 2 new programs were run. We
were excited to support the Community
Food Works and Neighbourhood Table
programs and look forward to hearing
the reports in September from their
success! Our youth were also supported
to attend CLAY and the Contract
Confirmation Camp in August. As well,
we supported the efforts for the 60th
Anniversary celebration on September
16th. As you know, we made a tough
decision to end the Parish Nurse position
so that we can align our staffing to our
current priorities. And so, we had to say
“farewell” to Marisa Jefkins at the end of
July. We invite everyone to join us in
thanking Marisa on September 30th and
to celebrate the Parish Nurse Ministry at
St. Philip’s.
The Council supported these and other
initiatives, but it is the generosity of our
members who serve and make things
happen that we want to thank. To all
those who are working to realize our
Vision, as we seek to connect with God,
our neighbours, and our self… thank
you. To those who are there to plan and
work the plan… thank you. To those who
keep our weekly and regular programs
happening, the facilities and our
resources available… thank you.
In the fall, Council’s efforts will include: a
decision about adding screens to the
church, defining a new staff position, and
a stewardship program. Please join us in

welcoming 2 students who will be
completing university placements with
us. And please, as you consider your fall
plans, consider how you can be involved in
LIFE at St. Philip’s!
Karen Adolph

Placements…....
Hi, I’m Victoria. I’m in
…....
my final year of
studies
in
psychotherapy
at
Martin
Luther
University College.
After a career in corporate Canada
focused
on
training,
leadership
development, and coaching, I returned to
school to further my education and skills
in spiritual care and psychotherapy.
Following the birth of my second child, I
decided to start my own practice.
Too often, we suffer alone with stress,
anxiety,
strained
relationships,
compulsive
behaviour,
depression,
loneliness and a host of other issues.
While it can be so easy to feel isolated with
these problems, talking to an objective,
trained, support person can build hope
and create a path towards improvement.
Starting September 20th, 2018, I’ll be in
the church every Thursday, available for
individual appointments with community
members. I can also be available Friday
evenings, if requested.
Thank you for hosting me this year. I very
much look forward to meeting you,
Victoria Mlynko

Life at St. Philip's
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Placements Continued….... Worship at SPLC…....
I am a 2nd year student
at Martin Luther
University College. I
will
join
your
community as a field
placement
student
starting September
16th.

On Sunday, September 9th, Pastor Tuula
blessed the backpacks for the upcoming
academic year.

My entire family is excited to join you
each Sunday morning. I have been
married to Carmen since 2010 and we
have two young daughters, Anitta and
Eileen. After finishing my undergrad in
2009 I moved to Toronto and have been
a member at St. Ansgar Lutheran with my
family since that time. I completed my
first year of field placement last year at
First Lutheran with Pastor Dawn Leger.

Music…....

Pictured above are Pastor Tuula and
Jerry Hogeveen using our outdoor altar
on Sunday, August 5th.

The organ pipes will be installed this
month giving us a new resonance and
tremor that will add to the organ sound.
Please contact me if you are interested in
playing an instrument or singing in the
choir during worship. All are welcome.
Boris Treivus

Our group
will be
celebrating
30 years
together!
We will also
celebrate
Julie
Potocny’s
90th
birthday!

Jordan Smith

As Music Director, I
would like to take this
opportunity
to
welcome you to the
new exciting music
season of 2018-2019 at
St. Philip’s. I am
particularly pleased to
open it with a baptism
and celebration of St. Philip’s 60th
anniversary. What a day to start a new
season!

50+

Pictured above is our very own artist, Fae
Spark, next to the banner she created
with the help of Karen Adolph and
Margaret Weeks. It will be revealed at
the 60th Anniversary Worship Service on
September 16th.

The annual
membership
fee of
$10.00 will
be
collected at
our
“Welcome
Back
Potluck
Luncheon”
scheduled
for
Thursday,
September
20th @ 12:00
Please sign
up for a dish
and we will
see you
there!

Page 5 of 8

Life at St. Philip's

Good Food Market…....
Good food
at
affordable
prices
available for
sale in our
neighbourhood!
On Wednesdays from 4:00 - 7:00 pm in
the months from June to August we
operated a market offering fresh produce
at affordable prices at Capri Park located
at the corner of The East Mall and
Rathburn Rd. We served many in the
community and established relationships
with our many patrons. It was another
successful year.

Confirmation Camp…....

Returning to camp for me is like putting
on an old hat that fits so perfectly it’s like
you never took it off. We put all of our
cares aside and stresses about the school
year to live our last week with people we
love and to dance our hearts out. Camp is
this place in the world where everyone is
loved, valued, and wanted, and they
absolutely know it. We sang graces and
silly songs till we needed cough drops
and we did crafts and rock climbing till
our fingers hurt, but it was AWESOME!
As a counselor for my second year I was
more
confident
leading
songs,
encouraging kids to do things, and
helping others. I actually enjoy being a
counselor more than being a camper for
the sole reason that at the end of the
week we get all the uneaten candy!!
I also learned how to make some new
patterned bracelets which you will see
Pastor Tuula sporting. Camp makes me
want to be a better person, love more
openly. It helps me to believe in God just
a little more every time I return.
Somehow, I think a little piece of my
heart will forever be at the shores of Lake
Huron thanks to my camp family.

Thanks to
our
Community
Outreach
Developer,
Stephanie
Furlott, and
the many
volunteers!

Camp Kintail 2018 was absolutely
incredible. It was one of the rainiest
weeks ever and my suitcase came home
heavier due to all the mud, but I wouldn’t
have traded it for anything in the world!
The waves crashed on the shores, the
spiders were so big they tried to eat us,
and everyone was welcomed into this
beautifully insane community we call
camp.

Emily Walker

Life at St. Philip's

CLAY 2018…....

The St. Philip’s Youth Group went to CLAY
2018 from August 15th to the 19th. We had
7 youth and 2 leaders fly to Thunder Bay
for the event.
The theme, “Threads”, had the youth
exploring the idea of stories. We got to
experience other people’s stories, think
about our own stories, and learn how to
respect stories that people have to tell.
One of the highlights of CLAY was getting
to join 800 youth in one of the largest
Blanket Exercises performed in Canada! In
the debrief we learned about the
Indigenous. We also had the privilege of
learning about the new National Youth
Project, Youth Homelessness.
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We’d like to thank the whole
congregation for their support. We
wouldn’t be able to experience all the
wonderful things CLAY offers otherwise.
Thank you to the parents for trusting us
with their youth. They are all absolutely
amazing people who we feel privileged to
lead. Most importantly, thank you to
Pastor Tuula. Without her love and
guidance, we wouldn’t have made it to
CLAY. We are all looking forward to
attending CLAY 2020 in Calgary!
SPY is starting back with a BBQ on
Saturday, September 29th @ 6:30 pm to
share our summer stories and look at the
year ahead.
We are also registering for the CIBC Walk
for the Cure which takes place on
Sunday, September 30th. Registration is
at 8:00 am at the U of T Mississauga
Campus. We’d like to get a group
together. All are welcome to participate.
The 5km walk starts at 10:00 am and the
1km walk starts at 10:10 am. There is NO
minimum fundraising requirement.
However, if you’d like a T-shirt, you either
need to pay the $45 registration fee of
raise a certain amount of money. Please
speak with one of us if you are interested.
Sarah McCutcheon and Emily Savage

Sawyer
Lloyd
Michael
Clabby
Sunday,
September
16th
Son of
Lyndsey and
Michael
Clabby;
brother of
Bronsen;
grandson of
Dianne and
Gary
Morningstar
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Neighbourhood Table…....
Susan Ng,
Culinary
Consultant

A food
professional
for over 15
years
inspiring
people to
cook from
scratch and
to learn
about
different
foods of
many
cultures.

St. Philip’s, in partnership with the Arab Community Centre, and with a generous grant
from the City of Toronto, hosted 4 Neighbourhood Table events this summer. The
family-friendly events focused on children aged 6 - 12. Each week a different food
theme inspired the menu, the science activities, and the arts and crafts. Every child
had hands-on time in the kitchen for food preparation. The event wrapped up with
somewhere between 35 - 45 of us sitting down for lunch at the Neighbourhood Table.
We were blessed to practice this hospitality, unite in partnership, and to ‘break bread’
with our neighbours. Thank you for your participation, your prayers, and your support.

Please visit
her blog:
susanssavourit.
blogspot.ca

Fresh
Produce

Fresh Ideas

Community Food Works…....
YOUTH AND FOOD HANDLING…we hosted the
Toronto Public Health Program for food handling
certification. This 6 part program was attended by
youth referred from Rathburn Area Youth (RAY). St.
Philip’s recruited the participants, provided the
space, offered healthy snacks, and enjoyed the
opportunity to meet these youth. We wish them
well in passing their certification and finding parttime employment.
Eunice Hogeveen

Mark your calendar…....
St. Philip's Lutheran
Church

Parable Quest, Sunday School

61 West Deane Park Drive
Toronto, ON M9B 2S1
Tuula Van Gaasbeek:
Pastor
Phone: 416.859.5588
stphilippastor@bellnet.ca

Please register on Sunday, September 16th for a funfilled year of Sunday School which will begin on
Sunday, September 23rd.
SPLC Book Club

Boris Treivus:
Music Director
Phone: 416.879.8126
conductor@rogers.com
Mark Kieswetter:
Music Director Emeritus
Margaret Isaacs:
Office Administrator/
LIFE Editor
Phone: 416.622.5577
stphilip@bellnet.ca

Office is usually open

The Book Club will meet on Tuesday, September 18th
@ 12:30 pm in the Choir Room.
50+ Welcome Back Potluck
Please sign up for our return potluck luncheon on
Thursday, September 20th @ 12:00 pm.
SPY Welcome Back BBQ
The youth will gather at the church on Saturday,
September 29th @ 6:30 pm for a barbecue.

Monday - Friday mornings
9 - 12

We’re on the Web!
www.stphilipstoronto.com
Friend us on Facebook.
Instagram: splconline
Twitter @SPLConline

Next Issue of LIFE…

Celebration of Parish Nurse Ministry
Please join us on Sunday, September 30th for a
special worship service followed by an
appreciation luncheon for Marisa Jefkins.
Senior’s Gentle Exercise Class

Please submit articles
for the next newsletter
by October 1st.
Thank you😊

This program will resume in October. We have an
instructor! Details coming shortly. Stay tuned.

About St. Philip's…Our Vision
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God, neighbour, and self.
Vision Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive Lutheran faith community freed by the grace
of Christ to find God and self as we connect with our neighbours. We practise hospitality of
open hearts and open arms. We unite with partners to make a difference in our
neighbourhood. We nurture community of Christ.
Values Supporting the Vision: Our Lutheran heritage of grace; our call to pray, worship, and
learn as we grow in our Christian faith; our needs to gather and belong in Christian
community; the call to love our neighbours as Christ loves us; the acceptance of all people as
children of God; the opportunities to meet God everywhere.

