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From Pastor Tuula …
And the magi, having been warned in a dream not to return to

Save the Dates:
Jan. 10 — 50+ Soup &
Movie
Jan. 15 - SPLC Book Club
Jan. 17 - Council
Jan. 20 - Sock Sunday
Jan. 27 - Evangel Hall
Dinner
Feb. 10 - Annual
Congregational General
Meeting

Herod, left for their own country by another road. ~ Matthew 2:12
These words capture Epiphany—"going home by another road."
Epiphany is about the unexpected: unexpected joys and
unexpected challenges and tragedies. Epiphany is filled with
unexpected revelations that change our minds and ways.
In Epiphany, the magi take another road home; Peter discovers that
God's grace is wider than he ever imagined; and the disciples
experience Jesus as transfigured, like Moses, on the mountaintop
and then, to their disappointment realize that beyond the
transfiguration stands a cross on the horizon.
Eventually, all of us take routes that we had never expected to
travel, whether these involve changes in employment, health,
relational, or economic status. When life forces us from the familiar
highway onto an uncharted path, we are challenged to experience
holiness as we travel on another road. The path is seldom easy, but
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within the real limitations of life, we may discover unexpected possibilities for vocation, mission, and
transformation.
Celtic pilgrims often went to sea in tiny boats, sailing without a rudder. They trusted that God would guide
them to their "place of resurrection." They believed that amid the winds and waves, there was a guiding
force bringing them toward holiness and wholeness. This is our hope, too, as we journey on our own
uncharted paths, often with nothing more than prayer to guide us.
The different roads that we are forced to take don't need to relate to economics, employment, or health. We
can be called by a dream to explore new ideas or a new sense of mission.
We can hear the call of a new way of living that forces us to leave the familiar in order to be faithful to God.
We may have to move our bodies—that is, relocate—as well as our spirits to follow the call of the unfamiliar.
Spirituality of Epiphany reminds us that God is a fellow adventurer on every road we travel. Every path can
become a holy adventure with surprises and epiphanies around every corner.
I do not believe God is the source of downsizing, trauma, and disease; but God is the creative source of
possibility as new horizons beckon us. God’s vision for each one of us is for a future and hope.
In the season of Epiphany, God calls us to wake up to revelation that stretches, surprises, and transfigures.
Revelations can be found
everywhere and in every situation,
and they always call us to take
another road, to become a new
creation, and welcome adventure in
the midst of challenge.
See you in church,
Pastor Tuula

Stewardship 2018
Results: We Live
Generously!
Thank you for your support of the
ministries of St. Philip’s! The results
from our Stewardship Month
demonstrate our hope for the future
and the church we continue to build.
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It speaks to the generosity of our community and that together, with grace, we can make a difference. In
2019 this will be a new venture in serving the needs of children, youth and families in both our church and
neighbourhood communities thanks to your commitment!
Commitments Made
• 40 members made commitments in 2018 (38 in 2016) for a total of $157,480 ($122,792 in 2016) for an

increase of $34,688 over 2016.
• 12 members made commitments in 2018 totalling $24,940 who did not make commitments in 2016.
• 10 members who made commitments in 2016 did not make commitments in 2018; however, 9 are active

donors and as of November 30 donated a total of $15,396.60.
• 21 members increased their commitments by $9,520.
• 7 members reconfirmed their commitments made in 2016.

Pre-Authorized Remittance (PAR)
• 7 members increased their PAR donations.
• 1 new PAR donation has been made.
• PAR donations have increased and now total $59,000 annually

If you haven’t returned your commitment card yet, just drop it on the offering plate in a sealed envelope
with “Stewardship” written on it.
We have been “freed by Grace to live generously” — thanks for your generosity!
-Karen Adolph
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Captured!
There’s one word for the Christmas
season: successful! We hosted an array
of events at St. Philip’s, including the
Christmas Market, the Christmas
Pageant, the Christmas Sock Drive, a
visit by the Wasim family, and a
performance by the New Horizons Band.
Here are some of the lovely images sent
in by shutterbug Janice
Rouse.
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CHRISTMAS MARKET
REPORT
It is with great appreciation we
would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to all who helped with
the planning, contributed to the
20+ themed baskets, bought
tickets for the 4 wine raffles, and
participated so fully in the silent
and live auction. Truly, it was a funfilled joyous day (Dec. 2) and we
couldn’t have done it without your
heartfelt support! We are pleased
to report that we received $2,700
in proceeds from that event. It will
be distributed to 2019 local
Outreach Projects, and support for
our Music Director Emeritus, Mark
Kieswetter!
Thanks to all for a job well done!
-Doris Pascoe and committee
( Donna Schwantes, Sabine
George, Mary Adam, Bonnie
Erlandson)
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50+
Join us Thursday, Jan. 10 @ 12
p.m. for a viewing of Hidden
Figures (it’s about three
brilliant women working at
NASA). There will be
homemade soup for lunch.
Please sign up to attend!

CHRISTMAS TREE NEEDED
SPLC Book Club
Please join us on Tuesday,
Jan. 15 at 12:30 p.m. to
review the latest book. We
welcome new members at
any time!

The lovely artificial Christmas tree in the fellowship
hall at present was borrowed for Christmas 2018.
Therefore, we are in need of a pre-lit (preferably) 6
or 7 ft. artificial tree for use in the fellowship hall
next year.
Perhaps someone will be taking one down soon and
already knows that it will not be needed next year in
your home. Hopefully, it is in good condition and
easily assembled. If you would like to donate it to
our church, that would be very much
appreciated.
-Arlene Somerville
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January at a Glance
The new year is upon us at St.
Philip’s.
Please join us on the following
dates:
Jan. 10: 50+ Soup & Movie
Jan. 15: SPLC Book Club
Jan. 17: Council
Jan. 20: Sock Sunday
Jan. 27: Evangel Hall Dinner

ST. PHILIP'S PROVIDES EVANGEL HALL
COMMUNITY DINNER - SUNDAY, JANUARY 27,
2019.
HELP NEEDED IN MEAL PREP (at St.Philip's) AND
SERVING (at Evangel Hall).
Each year Confirmation Class and their parents (along
with other volunteers from St. Philip’s) provide one
Sunday evening community dinner at Evangel Hall
(www.evangelhall.ca) downtown Toronto.
We prepare most of the meal at St. Philip's and
transport it to Evangel Hall, where final prep takes
place before the guests arrive.
Help is needed both with preparation and serving.

Yoga Returns on Fridays
6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.
All levels and abilities are welcome! No experience
necessary. Mats are provided. This is a great way to
unwind after the work week and ease into the
weekend. It’s mostly Hatha style yoga …
occasionally some Tai Chi, Qi Gong, and other
stretching will be incorporated into the practice.

IMPORTANT REMINDER

Evangel Hall Mission represents extended family for
many of their guests. Sunday community dinners are
“family dinners.” They are supported by churches and
service groups throughout Toronto and the
surrounding region. We are responsible for preparing
and serving up to 120 meals. Individuals are served at
their tables extending hospitality and dignity to the
diners. The Sunday dinner is followed by worship
service.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to get involved
in a meaningful outreach project. Please consider
donating your time or money for this opportunity!
For more information or to sign-up, please speak (or
email) to Pastor Tuula or Paul Noack (416.626.8620).
Parable Quest: Please join us on Sundays for a wonderful

Our annual Congregational General Meeting

Sunday School program. We have many teachers who are

is taking place on Sunday, Feb. 10.

experience. Weekly at 10:15 a.m. with family services on

keen to make Sunday School a fun and educational
the last Sunday of the month.
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St. Philip's Lutheran Church
61 West Deane Park Dr.

Next Council Meeting:

Toronto, ON M9B 2S1

Thursday, Jan. 17 @ 7 p.m.

stphilipstoronto.com

Please feel free to discuss your concerns with any of
the following Church Council members:

__________________________

• Marcia Powers-Dunlop, Chair

Pastor Tuula Van Gaasbeek
Phone: 416.859.5588
stphilippastor@bellnet.ca
__________________________
Boris Treivus, Music Director

• Karen Adolph, Vice Chair
• Elisabeth van Rensburg, Secretary
• Anne Bindernagel, Andrew Davies, Bonnie
Erlandson, Samantha Gauthier, Sam Marcuson,
Paul Noack, Stephanie Roche, Melissa Veniot, Tina
Werner.

Phone: 416.879.8126
conductor@rogers.com
__________________________
Mark Kieswetter, Music Director
Emeritus
__________________________
Margaret Isaacs, Office
Administrator
Phone: 416.622.5577
stphilip@bellnet.ca
Oﬃce is usually open on Monday to
Friday from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.
__________________________
Contextual Placement Students
Victoria Mlynko: 416.312.1143
Jordan Smith: 416.356.3505
__________________________
‘Friend’ us on Facebook.
Instagram/Twitter: @SPLConline
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Next issue of LIFE
Please submit articles for the next issue of
LIFE by Jan. 28 … send good news to
rochekel@gmail.com

About St. Philip’s - Our Vision
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with
God, neighbour, and self.
Vision Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive
Lutheran faith community freed by the grace of Christ
to find God and self as we connect with our neighbours.
We practise hospitality of open hearts and open arms.
We unite with partners to make a diﬀerence in our
neighbourhood. We nurture community of Christ.
Values Supporting the Vision: Our Lutheran heritage
of grace; our call to pray, worship, and learn as we grow in
our Christian faith; our needs to gather and belong in
Christian community; the call to love our neighbours as
Christ loves us; the acceptance of all people as children
of God; the opportunities to meet God everywhere.
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