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From Pastor Tuula …
Save the Dates:
Feb. 3 — Interfaith Service &
Interfaith Arts Concert
Feb. 8-10 — Youth Retreat
Feb. 10 — Annual
Congregational General
Meeting

Even before the flight took off, we knew who would be offering our
in-flight entertainment. The man in the seat in front of me began by
taking out a ballpoint pen, putting it into his mouth and then taking
a dramatic inhale. “You probably all think that I am smoking,” he
announced. “But I want to assure you that this is not a real cigarette,
it is actually a sophisticated medical device that I use instead of
smoking.”
“That’s not a medical device,” his seat-mate muttered to her friend.
“It’s just a pen.”

Feb. 19 — SPLC Book Club
Feb. 24 — Lunch & Learn Medical Cannabis
Feb. 25 — LIFE newsletter
deadline

Well, that set him off. For the rest of the flight he was ranting,
turning around in his seat to beat in time to the music on his
headrest, lecturing the invisible politicians he believed were
accompanying him on the plane ride, and spilling strong drinks.
Finally a flight attendant came and sat next to him, calming him
with a cup of water, gentle words, listening skills and the kind of
thoughtful diplomacy that we could really use in politics these
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days.
At the end of the flight, two police officers put the inebriated man in a wheelchair and whisked him away. As
a student of human nature (another word for “nosy”) I followed them to see what happened, as did another
man who began to ask questions of the police.
“Do you know this guy?” they finally asked him.
You could see the man hesitate for just a minute before saying, “Yes, I work with him. We’re going to the
same meeting.”
“Can you look after him?” they asked.
Again, another long pause, and then, “Yes, I can help get him to the hotel.”
Jesus once said that our family members are not just the ones we share a family tree with, but he never said
it would always be tidy and reciprocal.
Tomorrow that guy may not even remember who rescued him and took care of him the night before. So I
want to make a note in his family tree: On one sad night, a hard-working flight attendant and an exhausted
work colleague both claimed him as a brother, whether he remembers it or not.
As we gather for our Annual Meeting on February 10 to hear reports of various committees, vote on the
budget, and elect new leadership at
St. Philip’s, I pray for patience with all
the members of God’s family, and
the love to consider them our own
family as well.
And for all the times I have been the
sister or brother no one wanted to
claim, I thank God for being patient
with me.
See you in church,
Pastor Tuula

Living the Vision in 2019
Council's January meeting was the
last before the Annual Meeting
(February 10) and focused on
preparing for the meeting and the
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year ahead. Our plans continue to focus on "Living the Vision" and the budget to be presented at the
Annual Meeting reflects this. To live this Vision, our priorities are to connect and engage our neighbours
(outward looking) and our children, youth and families (inward looking).
The 2019 Budget includes a part-time position, a Learning and Engagement Coordinator, that will be
focused on children, youth and families inward and outward: in the St. Philip's community and in our
neighbourhood. Interviewing is happening now, and the task force is pleased with the inspiring candidates.
Please come to the Annual Meeting to hear more about these plans!
The legacy money received from Greta Davies and Mildred McAulay has been designated as "Expanded
Ministry" to reflect the intention to use this money for new ministry initiatives.
The final Stewardship report concluded the effort was very successful with increased numbers of
commitments (12 new commitments), increased dollar amount of commitments ($34,688), increased giving
to the end of the year, increased attendance, and a very positive response to our Vision, both
neighbourhood and priority for children, youth and families.
As we step out in faith to live the Vision, Council encourages all members to attend the Annual Meeting and
join us in the exciting and challenging plans we have! -Karen Adolph

Youth Events
An Escape Room youth event is taking place on Feb. 3 right after church!
Pickup: 4 p.m. at the address below unless otherwise planned. (As always, if this time changes, it will be communicated
to parents ASAP).
DeCode Adventures (6620 Kitimat Rd Unit 4, Mississauga, ON)
*This is the escape room place we went to last year to save Ben. We will be doing one escape that will take about an
hour.
PLEASE NOTE: A waiver is required for those under 18. Leaders are able to sign on behalf of parents, but please let us
know if you would prefer to sign for your child so we can get the forms to you. **This waiver is the only requirement in
allowing those under 18 to play. The rooms are appropriate for our younger members.
Cost: $20/person to be delivered to Emily prior to escaping
Food will be provided. We’re still working out the details on this, but we will be eating before we leave. We will need at
least one parent that can help transport youth to the escape room. As it stands, we have one (1) car that can carry 4
youth and have had at least that many express interest in going. Please let us know if you plan on coming! -Emily,
Sarah and Lauren
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YOUTH RETREAT
This year’s theme is “where’s joy?” We’ll be spending a weekend (Feb. 8-10) talking about happy
things! Bring your ideas on happiness, gratitude and fun! The structure of the retreat is deliberately
flexible. There is a lot of time and space to make friends and hang out with youth from 4 other
churches.
Friday: Arrival, unpack, icebreaker games/get to know you games, snack.
Saturday: Morning session, afternoon session, outdoor games, experiential worship stations are set up
for you to move freely and as you feel. The evening session depends on the feeling of the retreat at the
time. This session may be cancelled

Sunday: Morning worship, departure.
Details: It has been brought to our attention that
the registration forms are due on the 27th of
January. What we really need is numbers. Even if
you are tentatively planning to come, please let us
know.
Registration forms can be handed in to Emily on
Feb. 8, with a cheque ($125/youth). Cheques
should be made payable to St James Lutheran
Church. Both are required to attend.
Lauren, Emily and Sarah are currently planning to
make the drive to Hidden Acres. That should be
enough cars to transport everyone. Please do
keep in mind that it is only 2 days, and our cars are
not vans! Packing room may be limited.
If you require different departure or pick up times, please let us know ASAP. We’ll try to accommodate
as we can, but especially for pick up, please be advised an earlier pick up time at the end of the retreat
may require parents/guardians to drive to Hidden Acres to pick up their child(ren). Reminder: please
arrive at St Philip’s by 4 p.m. on Feb. 8. Earlier is better, but we’ll be battling Friday traffic. We
appreciate your cooperation. Again, if this is a problem, let us know. We know people come from
outside of the general Etobicoke area and getting to Etobicoke by 4 may be difficult. PLEASE NOTE
THIS YEAR WE HAVE A YOUTH WITH A SEVERE PEANUT ALLERGY. Snacks as listed in the ‘to bring’
list ABSOLUTELY CANNOT have nuts. Not even “may contain traces”. Absolutely nothing. Sarah, Lauren
and Emily will be checking on Friday night if your snack has peanuts/nuts. Think, if you shouldn’t be
taking it to school, do not bring it to the retreat.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. We recognize that for some of you this is
your first retreat and it can feel a little daunting! See you on the 8th! -Emily, Lauren and Sarah
Life @ St. Philip’s
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WORLD INTERFAITH
HARMONY WEEK 2019
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church is
proud to host two WIHW 2019
GTA events on Sunday,
February 3, 2019.
10 a.m. - Interfaith Service with
two guests:
Traditional Elder Whabagoon will
guide us in indigenous spiritual
teachings, and Ms. Khadijah Kanji
will share readings from the
Qur’an and bring greetings from
the Noor Cultural Centre.
11 a.m. – 12 p.m. - Coffee, tea,
snacks, light lunch (freewill
offering).
Noon – Interfaith Arts featuring
music and poetry by multiple
artists.
Admission is free.

A NOTE FROM MARK: Heartfelt thanks are
being expressed by our Music Director
Emeritus, Mark Kieswetter, who has a special
message for the congregation at St. Philips:
"Thank you so much for fundraising on my
behalf at the recent Christmas Market held in
December. This thought was truly
appreciated. I miss all of you and hold you in
my heart and prayers. Hope to see all of you
soon." -Mark
WINTER BIBLE STUDY - Gospel of Luke
The Gospel of Luke is the gospel that
guides our worship life for this year. We will
look at the overview of the Gospel of Luke
and the unique features in it: the Christmas
story and how that sets the stage, the
parables of Jesus, Jesus as healer, Jesus’
call to justice and Luke’s emphasis on
meals as a sign of God’s presence.
The study meets in Pastor’s office and is
offered at two different times on Mondays:
Feb. 4, 11, & 25 @ 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
and 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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50+
Join us Thursday, February 14
@ 12 p.m. 50+ with speaker,
Victoria Mlynko, on Seniors’
Mental Health.
Please sign up to attend!
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER is
happening right here at St.
Philip’s on Sat. March 2 at 11 a.m.
This year the service has been
written by the women of
Slovenia. The theme is "Come Everything is Ready,” based on
the parable about a banquet
written in Luke 14. The fellowship
hall will be the venue where the
service will be interwoven into
the serving of the lunch, as well
as a film, music, a reflection on
Luke 14, and another surprise
speaker. Watch for details in the
Sunday bulletins and emails in
future weeks. Mark your calendar
and plan to attend this exciting
event! -Arlene Somerville

SPLC Book Club
Please join us on Tuesday,
Feb. 19 at 12:30 p.m. to
review the latest book. We
welcome new members at
any time!
Life @ St. Philip’s

Q&A on MEDICAL CANNABIS
Lunch and Learn
Sunday, February 24, 2019
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church (Fellowship Hall, 2nd
floor)
61 West Deane Park Drive
Etobicoke, ON, M9B 2S1
General overview of medical cannabis and how to
access the program.
Presented by
Rose Raj, Medical Outreach Liaison NACM
(nationalaccesscannabis.com )
Sponsored by
Glencade Pharmacy & Home Health Care
290 The West Mall
Etobicoke, Ontario
M9C 1C6
416-622-2111
glencadepharmacy.ca
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February at a Glance
It’s already February! There are
plenty of events in store at St.
Philip’s. Please join us on the
following dates:
Feb. 3: Indigenous Spirituality with
Elder Whabagoon. Light lunch to
follow with Interfaith Arts Concert.
Feb. 10: Annual Congregational
General Meeting
Feb. 8-10: Youth Retreat

**New Date: April 7**

Feb. 14: 50+ with speaker,
Victoria Mlynko, on Seniors’
Mental Health at noon.

ST. PHILIP'S PROVIDES EVANGEL HALL COMMUNITY
DINNER - SUNDAY, APR. 7, 2019.

Feb. 14: Council @ 7 p.m.
Feb. 24: Lunch 'n' Learn - Medical
Cannabis with speaker from
NACM - National Access
Cannabis Medical.
Feb. 25: LIFE newsletter deadline

Parable Quest: Please join
us on Sundays for a
wonderful Sunday School
program. We have many
teachers who are keen to
make Sunday School a fun
and educational
experience. Weekly at
10:15 a.m. with family
services on the last Sunday
of the month.
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HELP NEEDED IN MEAL PREP (at St.Philip's) AND
SERVING (at Evangel Hall).
Each year Confirmation Class and their parents (along
with other volunteers from St. Philip’s) provide one
Sunday evening community dinner at Evangel Hall
(www.evangelhall.ca) downtown Toronto.
We prepare most of the meal at St. Philip's and transport
it to Evangel Hall, where final prep takes place before the
guests arrive.
Help is needed both with preparation and serving.
Evangel Hall Mission represents extended family for many
of their guests. Sunday community dinners are “family
dinners.” They are supported by churches and service
groups throughout Toronto and the surrounding region.
We are responsible for preparing and serving up to 120
meals. Individuals are served at their tables extending
hospitality and dignity to the diners. The Sunday dinner is
followed by worship service.
This is a wonderful opportunity for us to get involved in a
meaningful outreach project. Please consider donating
your time or money for this opportunity!
For more information or to sign-up, please speak (or
email) to Pastor Tuula or Paul Noack (416.626.8620).
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St. Philip's Lutheran Church
61 West Deane Park Dr.

Council

Toronto, ON M9B 2S1

Please feel free to discuss your concerns with
any of the following Church Council members:

stphilipstoronto.com

• Marcia Powers-Dunlop, Chair

__________________________

• Karen Adolph, Vice Chair

Pastor Tuula Van Gaasbeek
Phone: 416.859.5588
stphilippastor@bellnet.ca
__________________________

• Elisabeth van Rensburg, Secretary
• Anne Bindernagel, Andrew Davies, Bonnie
Erlandson, Samantha Gauthier, Sam
Marcuson, Paul Noack, Stephanie Roche,
Melissa Veniot, Tina Werner.

Boris Treivus, Music Director
Phone: 416.879.8126
conductor@rogers.com
__________________________
Mark Kieswetter, Music Director
Emeritus
__________________________
Margaret Isaacs, Office
Administrator
Phone: 416.622.5577
stphilip@bellnet.ca
Oﬃce is usually open on Monday to
Friday from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.
__________________________
Contextual Placement Students
Victoria Mlynko: 416.312.1143
Jordan Smith: 416.356.3505
__________________________
‘Friend’ us on Facebook.
Instagram/Twitter: @SPLConline

Life @ St. Philip’s

Next issue of LIFE
Please submit articles for the next issue of LIFE
by Feb. 25 … send good news to
rochekel@gmail.com

About St. Philip’s - Our Vision
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with
God, neighbour, and self.
Vision Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive
Lutheran faith community freed by the grace of Christ
to find God and self as we connect with our neighbours.
We practise hospitality of open hearts and open arms.
We unite with partners to make a diﬀerence in our
neighbourhood. We nurture community of Christ.
Values Supporting the Vision: Our Lutheran heritage
of grace; our call to pray, worship, and learn as we grow in
our Christian faith; our needs to gather and belong in
Christian community; the call to love our neighbours as
Christ loves us; the acceptance of all people as children
of God; the opportunities to meet God everywhere.
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