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From Pastor Tuula …
Save the Dates:
Apr. 7 — Evangel Hall Dinner

When I was a little girl, one year my mother planned a big spring
garden party to welcome the warm weather. Her plan included a
vision, in which our yard would be filled with blooming daffodils

Apr. 11 — 50+ Lunch & Tour

that she had planted before winter in anticipation of springtime.

Apr. 12 — SPY Stress

often does in Finland, and no daffodils were even close to

Management for Teens
Apr. 16 — SPLC Book Club
Apr. 18 — Lenten Soup
Supper; Maundy Thursday
worship
Apr. 19 — Good Friday
Apr. 21 — Easter Sunday
Apr. 29 — LIFE newsletter
deadline
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But as the party date approached, the weather stayed cold, as it so
blooming.
Yet on the day of the party, our lawn was filled with daffodils, just as
she had dreamed. The guests marvelled. No other garden in our
little town had any springtime action like that.
But then after the guests went home, the daffodils drooped. My
mother made us go through the yard carefully removing all the cut
daffodils she had bought at the florist, that she had us
painstakingly attach to chopsticks with wire twist ties, and stick in
the ground.
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Those daffodils weren’t fake, but they were short-lived and flimsy, with no bulb under the earth to allow
them to survive the rough weather. On the surface and for a short while, they looked like real daffodils but
they didn’t have enough going on underneath to last.
Sometimes, I think that’s how the life of faith works. You can go to the religious flower shop, and pick up a
little of this and a little of that, and decorate your life with it.
But deep participation in a tradition greater than our own invention is the bulb under the earth. It will live
through the cold, to rise again, long after our self-made bouquets have faded. Easter is a good time to make
a commitment to a more regular attendance in worship services and increased involvement in the life of St.
Philip’s and get your faith well-rooted again.
Happy spring!
See you in church,
Pastor Tuula

COUNCIL UPDATE
At the March 28 Council meeting, members shared what had been done with regards to Community
Building at the February meeting. We
discussed the format that we wanted
to use to record the minutes to
ensure the decisions made were
reflected with some essential limited
background information. We also
looked at developing processes for
our way of work and communicating.
A suggestion was made to hold a
retreat and a small work group was
formed.
The following committee liaisons
were appointed: Worship and Music:
Anne Bindernagel; Finance: Jim
Rouse; Property: Tina Werner; and
Social Events: Peter Marsh. Our
Groups and Task groups
representatives are: Youth: Melissa
Veniot; Vision: Andrew Davies;
Life @ St. Philip’s
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Learning and Engagement: Sarah Pascoe; Outreach Project: Paul Noack.
Pastor informed us that the placements for our contextual students, Jordan Smith and Victoria Mlynko, was
ending. We enjoyed having them with us this past year and wish them well in the future. We do consider
ourselves very fortunate as Victoria will be our new learning and engagement co-ordinator and will begin
with us this month. -Marcia Powers-Dunlop

New Staff Member: Victoria Mlynko
We have a new staff member! We welcome Victoria Mlynko to the new role as the Learning and
Engagement Coordinator. This position takes us to the next step in Living our Vision, both in and out. Within
the St. Philip’s community, Victoria will be focused on developing a Family Ministry that connects with our
families in new and innovative ways to meet their needs. All of our programs related to children, youth and
family will be coordinated through this new position to nurture our community. Our outward focus to be a
neighbour to the families, children and youth in Central Etobicoke will also be coordinated through this new
role. As we unite with partners to make a difference in the neighbourhood, we will now have a staff person
to further our efforts to Live our Vision. This is a part-time position that will work closely with our volunteers
to make a difference in the lives of families, children and youth in St. Philip’s and the neighbourhood.
The initial priorities include:
•

Provide a summer program blending both St. Philip’s and neighbourhood families, children, and
youth. (Spring and Summer)

•

Develop a Family Ministry approach and programming for the St. Philip’s congregation, including
the volunteers needed. (Spring and Summer)

•

Identify opportunities in the neighbourhood and potential partners for future programming. (Fall)

•

Develop an approach and programming for the Junior Youth (suggested as grades 6-8). (Fall)

_______________________________________________________________________
I’m really looking forward to working with the St. Philip’s community as the new Learning and Engagement
Coordinator. This has been such a welcoming and supportive place for me to complete my school placement,
and it’s exciting to think about serving the community in a new way … My husband, Roman, and I have two
children; Matthew is 8 and Lillian is (almost) 4. We live a few doors down the street from St. Philip’s and I LOVE
the commute to work! … My role’s accountability for family ministry includes Sunday school, youth group(s),
Homework Club, the Good Food Market and the Neighbourhood Table.
Within this mandate, my first priority is summer programming. Through April and May, I will be meeting
with stakeholders to identify how we can continue to build on existing programs, and identify new
possibilities for this coming summer … While children, youth and families are my focus, there will likely
be occasion where I can support church members with spiritual or pastoral care. In these times, Pastor
Tuula and I will work as a care team under her oversight. Building relationships with people of all ages at
St. Philip’s is important to me. Outside of my hours in this role, I will continue to operate a part-time,
private psychotherapy practice from the church. I am committed to offering affordable therapy rates, and
I would be pleased if you would continue to think of me for referrals for this service. -Victoria Mlynko

Life @ St. Philip’s
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Captured!
Spring is underway, officially! We’ve
got a lot of events lined up for St.
Philip’s … a huge THANK YOU goes
out to Janice Rouse for capturing so
many wonderful memories for us.
Here are some great images from the
World Day of Prayer event, which we
hosted on March 2.

Life @ St. Philip’s
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Gratitude & Kindness

HELPING OUR NEIGHBOURS …

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER We hosted this
lively event on Sat. March 2, with great
success.

We’ve raised $200+ in gift cards
for those in community housing
who are displaced by fire at 607
The East Mall. There was a major
fire in St. Philip’s neighbourhood
on Tuesday, March 19. Nineteen
apartments at the Toronto
Community Housing townhouse
complex were damaged and
tenants are unable to return until
sometime in April.

Here’s a note from Arlene Somerville:
How can one say a big enough "thank you"
for such a big job so well done? Everyone
was so pleased with the whole day. They
loved the format, the food, the service and
music.
Your part … was always ready for serving
when necessary. It all looked delicious
enough to eat! I do not recall ever serving
over 60 people hot soup in just a few
minutes. GOOD JOB!
It meant so much to us to have you come on
board to help us put this day together.
Thank you again.

Those affected include some of
the students in our After School
Tutoring program. They are now
housed in a hotel. Meanwhile,
they need clothing and personal
care items to go on with their
lives while they wait to return
home.

The event even made the pages of SNAPd
Etobicoke, complete with a photo gallery.
A MESSAGE FROM JULIE …
Julie Potocny thanks the church
and its members for all of their
thoughts and prayers over the
past three months while she was
in extended care.

OUR SPONSORED FAMILY …
We’ve successfully raised more than $2,000 — in a matter of days — to match funds from Augsburg
Lutheran Church in Brampton. It’s for our sponsored family (Wisam, Haba and their three children,
Sarah, Ali, and Zainab). They’re in need of our help due to recent events. Haba fell and broke her ankle.
She is now in a large cast without the ability to use crutches. She is bound by a wheelchair. Wisam has
assumed the role of the family caretaker and is thus, unable to be gainfully employed. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact the church office.
Life @ St. Philip’s
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50+
Join us Thursday, April 11 @
12 p.m. 50+Lunch and Tour of
"Hearthstone by the Bay.”
Please meet in the church
parking lot at 11:15 am for
carpooling.
Please sign up to attend!

LENTEN STUDY
MONDAYS @ 2:30 p.m. or 7 p.m.
until April 8, 2019.
Our Lenten Study continues …
Join us as we journey through
the movie, The Way.

SPLC Book Club
Please join us on Tuesday,
April 16 at 12:30 p.m. to
review the latest book. We
welcome new members at
any time!

Life @ St. Philip’s

The story involves a California
doctor named Tom whose son
Daniel dies while attempting to
complete the Camino de
Santiago (The Way of St. James),
a centuries-old pilgrimage over
Spanish mountain country to the
Cathedral de Santiago. Daniel
was apparently religious. Tom is
definitely not. He flies to Spain
to identify his son's body,
oversees its cremation and
decides on the spot to scatter
the ashes along the Way that
Daniel planned to trek.
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April at a Glance
Can you believe it’s already
April? There are plenty of events
in store at St. Philip’s. Please join
us on the following dates:
Apr. 7: Evangel Hall Dinner
Apr. 11: 50+ Lunch & Tour
Apr. 12: SPY Stress
Management for Teens
Apr. 16: SPLC Book Club
Apr. 18: Lenten Soup Supper @
6 p.m.; Maundy Thursday
service @ 7 p.m.

EVANGEL HALL COMMUNITY DINNER SUNDAY, APR. 7, 2019. HELP NEEDED IN
MEAL PREP (at St.Philip's) AND SERVING (at
Evangel Hall).

Apr. 19: Good Friday service @
11 a.m., followed by lunch &
egg colouring at noon

Evangel Hall Mission represents extended family for

Apr. 21: Easter Sunday - Sunrise
service @ 6:25 a.m. at
Centennial Park’s Ski Hill & 10
a.m. worship in the Sanctuary

tables extending hospitality and dignity to the diners.

many of their guests. Sunday community dinners are
“family dinners.” We are responsible for preparing and
serving up to 120 meals. Individuals are served at their
The Sunday dinner is followed by worship service.
Please consider donating your time or money for this
opportunity! For more information or to sign-up,
please speak (or email) to Pastor Tuula or Paul Noack
(416.626.8620).

Life @ St. Philip’s
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St. Philip's Lutheran Church

Flowers for Easter

61 West Deane Park Dr.

Our youth are running a fundraiser for Easter
flowers – the delivery date is April 14.

Toronto, ON M9B 2S1
stphilipstoronto.com
__________________________

Parable Quest: Please join
us on Sundays for a
wonderful Sunday School

Pastor Tuula Van Gaasbeek

program. We have many

Phone: 416.859.5588

teachers who are keen to

stphilippastor@bellnet.ca

make Sunday School a fun
and educational

__________________________

experience. Weekly at

Boris Treivus, Music Director

10:15 a.m. with family

Phone: 416.879.8126
conductor@rogers.com

services on the last Sunday
of the month.

__________________________
Mark Kieswetter, Music Director Emeritus

Next issue of LIFE

__________________________

by April 29 … send good news to

Margaret Isaacs, Office Administrator

Please submit articles for the next issue of LIFE
rochekel@gmail.com

Phone: 416.622.5577
stphilip@bellnet.ca
Office is usually open on Monday to Friday
from 9 a.m. until 12 p.m.
__________________________
Learning and Engagement Coordinator
Victoria Mlynko: 416.312.1143
victoriamlynko@bellnet.ca
__________________________
‘Friend’ us on Facebook.
Instagram/Twitter: @SPLConline

About St. Philip’s - Our Vision
Freed by the grace of Christ, we seek to connect with God,
neighbour, and self.
Vision Statement: We are a diverse and inclusive Lutheran
faith community freed by the grace of Christ to find God
and self as we connect with our neighbours.
We practise hospitality of open hearts and open arms. We
unite with partners to make a difference in our
neighbourhood. We nurture community of Christ.
Values Supporting the Vision: Our Lutheran heritage of
grace; our call to pray, worship, and learn as we grow in
our Christian faith; our needs to gather and belong in
Christian community; the call to love our neighbours as
Christ loves us; the acceptance of all people as children of
God; the opportunities to meet God everywhere.

Life @ St. Philip’s
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