Easy Rake Silage Facer

Marketed by Riverview LLP
of Morris, Minnesota

The Easy Rake is a silage facer
that, in contrast to mechanical
facers, does not have any
moving parts yet offers the same
advantages. Adam Zeltwanger,
a member of the Riverview LLP
team, says that a lot of time has
been invested into this product,
and some mistakes have been
made along the way. He feels
sure, however, that his team has
developed this product to the point
where it can exist in the market and
provide solutions to producers.

Why is there a need for this
product?

ZELTWANGER: We are dairymen
ourselves. In western Minnesota,
we milk about 30,000 cows in six
different parlors. I actually used
to do maintenance on the farm
equipment as well. I drove around
from farm to farm, and there
always seemed to be something
wrong [with the facer], whether it
was tighteners, chains, bearings,
sprockets, motors or hydraulic
hoses. Sometimes producers would
forget to unhook the hoses or the
hoses wouldn’t hook up in the
wintertime, because it was so cold.

What brought about this
product’s creation?

ZELTWANGER: We developed

this product because of our
firsthand experience with the
frustration caused by something
always being wrong. At first we
used bale spikes, and then we
developed the tooth that we have
on the facer and then moved on to
play with the angle on the tooth, so
that the product would flow over
the feed material.

What type of dairy producer do
you think this product will most
benefit?

ZELTWANGER: This product is

available in several different sizes to
accommodate different operations.
We sell these facers for skid steer

loaders, telehandlers and pay
loaders.

which is counterintuitive to what
you want.

How will your product make a
dairy more profitable and/or
more efficient?

When was the product
introduced?

ZELTWANGER: It saves time. It

the first facer five years ago.

reduces maintenance to virtually
zero because there are no moving
parts. It also preserves particle
length of the feed, compared to
traditional mechanical facers.
You might spend hundreds of
thousands of dollars on chopping
equipment, packing materials, tires
and tarps in order to get the feed
just the length you want for the
moisture that it has at the time of
harvest. And then, right before you
are going to use it, you turn around
and hook up to a mechanical facer
with a big beater bar on it, and beat
the silage down. This reduces the
length of the particles of the feed,

The first three years, I would say,
would be considered the research
and development period for the
product. The last two years we have
focused on selling the facers.

ZELTWANGER: We developed

How is this product different
from a competitor’s product?

Any products in working
circulation?

ZELTWANGER: Well, it’s totally

ZELTWANGER: We have 156

units out throughout the country
from Florida to Washington and
from California to New York.

How long has the product been in
development?

different because it does not have
any moving parts whatsoever.
Without the moving parts, there
are no motors, chains, bearings,
sprockets or even hydraulic hoses
to hook up or anything like that to
go wrong. PD

ZELTWANGER: It was a pretty

good developing process. We made
changes in the design all along
the way until our present-day
facer. It has been a progression.
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